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William A. Secbist, M. D. — ^Pew representatives of the medical 
profession in Michigan have more ably fortified themselves for its ex- 
acting demands than has this well known physician and surgeon of 
Alpena, where he has been engaged in active practice, save for brief in- 
tervals, for nearly a quarter of a century. He is an effective exponent 
of the beneficent Homoeopathic school of medicine and his success in 
his profession has been on a parity with his recognized ability in the 
same. He is consistently to be designated as one of the representative 
physicians and surgeons of northern Michigan and as a citizen he 
holds high place in popular confidence and esteem, the while he is 
found arrayed as an earnest supporter of all measures and undertak- 
ings projected for the general welfare of the community. 

It will be recalled that Senator Chauncey M. Depew at one time 
made the following humorous paraphrase of a familiar quotation: 
^^Some men are born great, some achieve greatness, and some are born 
in the state of Ohio.'' Under the final unit of this classification Dr 
Secrist finds due gratification in placing himself, as he was born on 
a farm in Worthington township, Richland county, Ohio, on the 5th of 
February, 1853. He is a son of George and Mary (Snyder) Secrist, the 
former of whom was born in Northumberland county, Pennsylvania, in 
1824, of staunch Dutch ancestry, and the latter of whom was born in 
Richland county, Ohio, in 1828, a representative of one of the sterling 
pioneer families of that section of the Buckeye state. George Se- 
crist moved to Ohio when a young man and he eventually became one 
of the substantial farmers and stock-growers of Richland county, where 
his marriage was solemnized and where he continued to reside until his 
death, which occurred in the year 1894. He was a man of impregnable 
integrity of character and was ever accorded the most generous meas- 
ure of popular confidence and esteem in the community that so long 
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represented his home and to the material and social development of 
which he contributed his quota. He was a staunch Republican in his 
political proclivities and allied himself with the *' grand old party'' at 
the time of its organization. His life was in accord with his professed 
faith as a member of the Presbyterian church, and of the same religious 
body his wife has long been a devoted adherent. She now maintains 
her home in Crestline, Ohio. Of the four children three are living, and 
Dr. Secrist is the eldest of the four. 

Like many another who has attained to marked relative distinction 
in professional life, Dr. Secrist gained his early experience in connec- 
tion with the benignant industry of agriculture, and he early began to 
assist in the work of the home farm. In the meanwhile he attended 
the district schools, and that his ambition for higher educational ad- 
vantages was manifested in his youth is evident when it is stated that 
he supplemented the discipline of the common schools by a course in 
Greentown Academy, at Perryville, Ohio. Thereafter he prosecuted 
his studies for a number of years in Northwestern College, at Naperville, 
Illinois, and finally he decided to prepare himself for the medical pro- 
fession. With this end in view he entered the medical department of 
the Western Reserve University, in the city of Cleveland, Ohio, where 
he continued his technical studies about two years. He was then ma- 
triculated in the celebrated Starling Medical College, at Columbus, 
Ohio, and in this institution he was graduated as a member of the class 
of 1881, duly receiving his well earned degree of Doctor of Medicine. 
He has never permitted himself to lose touch with the advances made 
in the sciences of medicine and surgery, has been an avidious student 
of its best standard and periodical literature and has availed himself 
of the advantages of post-graduate study in leading institutions. Thus 
it may be noted that in 1897 he completed a post-graduate course in 
the New York Post Graduate Medical College; that two years later 
he took another effective post-graduate course in the Homeopathic med- 
ical department of the University of Michigan; and that in 1901 he 
completed a special course in Pratt Homeopathic Medical College, at 
Chicago, Illinois. After his graduation in Starling Medical College, 
in 1881, Dr. Secrist located at Butler, Richland county, Ohio where 
he served his professional novitiate and where he continued in prac- 
tice until 1883, when he removed to the city of Knoxville, Tennessee. 
After about two years of successful practice in that city he returned 
to Ohio and engaged in the work of his profession in the thriving lit- 
the city of Canal Dover, Tuscarawas county, which continued to be the 
field of his endeavors until 1887, when he came to Alpena, Michigan, 
where he has continued in active general practice during the long in- 
tervening years, except for an interim of about two years, 1905-6, when 
he resided in Denver, Colorado, and held the chair of surgery in the 
Denver Homeopathic Medical College, where he proved most success- 
ful and popular in the educational work of his profession. 

Dr. Secrist has long retained a large and representative practice in 
Alpena and is held in affectionate regard by the many families in which 
he has ministered with all of ability and devotion — ever instant in that 
abiding human sympathy which transcends mere sentiment to become 
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an actuating motive for helpfulness. In later years he has made a spe- 
cialty of the surgical branch of his profession, and he is known a^ a 
most skillful operator according to the most approved modern stand- 
ards. In 1889 he was elected city health officer and retained the office 
for two years. In 1901 he was again called to this position, for an- 
other term of two years, and in 1910 he was again elected to the office, 
in which he has done at all times most efficient work in behalf of sani- 
tation and general protection of the health of the community. His 
present term of office will expire in April, 1911. Dr. Secrist is a mem- 
ber of the American Institute of Homoeopathy, the Michigan State 
Homoeopathic Medical Society, and the Alpena County Medical Soci- 
ety. In politics he accords unwavering allegiance to the cause of the 
Republican party and both he and his wife hold membership in the 
Congregational church. His local fraternal affiliations are here briefly 
noted: Alpena Lodge, No. 199, Free & Accepted Masons; Thunder Bay 
Chapter, No. 74, Royal Arch Masons; Alpena Lodge, No. 148, Knights 
of Pythias ; and Alpena Lodge, No. 505, Benevolent & Protective Order 
of Elks. 

On the 6th of April, 1881, Dr. Secrist was united in the bonds of 
matrimony to Miss Martha F. McGuire, who, like himself, was born and 
reared in Richland county, Ohio, and who is a daughter of William 
and Deborah (Enlow) McGuire, both of whom were natives of Ohio and 
members of honored pioneer families of that state, where they continued 
to reside until their death and where Mr. McGuire was a prosperous 
farmer and highly esteemed citizen of Richland county at the time of 
his demise. Of the nine children Mrs. Secrist was the fifth in order of 
birth and of the number two of her brothers and five of her sisters are 
now living. Dr. and Mrs. Secrist have two fine sons, — Leo F., who is 
a member of the class of 1910 in the medical department of the Univer- 
sity of Michigan, where he has the distinction also of having been chosen 
assistant to Professor Stevens, who is incumbent of the chair of derma- 
tology and electrotherapeutics; and Gerald A., who is a member of the 
class of 1918 in the Alpena high school. 

George W. McCabe. — As a public official and progressive business 
man Mr. McCabe has secured distinctive prestige as one of the repre- 
sentative citizens of Petoskey, the fair metropolis of Emmet county, 
and his loyalty and progressive spirit have never lacked tangible ex- 
emplification in the supporting of measures and enterprises projected 
for the general good of the community. He views with satisfaction 
the status which is his as one of the native sons of northern Michigan, 
and on his *^ native heath'' it has been given him to gain independence 
and definite prosperity along normal lines of business enterprise and 
also the respect and good will of those who know him, — showing that 
he has admirably met the requirements of the metewand of popular 
approbation. 

George "W. McCabe was born at East Jordan, Charlevoix county, 
Michigan, on the 22d of February^ 1871, and is the younger of the two 
surviving children of Thomas M. and Anna (Ryan) McCabe, both of 
staunch Irish lineage. The father was born in the city of Philadelphia, 
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Pennsylvania, in 1840, and his wife is a native of Ireland, whence she 
came with her parents to America when a girl, her marriage to Mr. 
McCabe having been solemnized in Philadelphia. Of the five children 
two sons are living, and the subject of this review is the younger, as 
has already been noted. The elder son, Albert, is now a local magis- 
trate in the Philippine Islands, where in the government service, he 
has thus gained his title of judge. Thomas M. McCabe learned in his 
youth the trade of stone and brick mason, and he continued to follow 
the same in Pennsylvania until 1870, when he came to Michigan and 
located in East Jordan, Charlevoix county, where he remained until 
1877, when he returned to his old home in Philadelphia. The attrac- 
tions of the Wolverine state, however, soon called him back to its 
hospitable shores, and on his return he secured a tract of land in Em- 
met county, where he turned his attention to agricultural pursuits and 
developed a valuable farm. On this homestead he continued to reside 
until 1905, when he sold the property and established his home in Pe- 
toskey, where he has since to a large measure retired and where he is 
a well known and highly esteemed citizen. He is a staunch Democrat 
in the political adhereney and he is now serving as a member of the 
county board of commissioners for the poor. Both he and his wife are 
communicants of the Catholic church. 

George W. McCabe was about eight years of age at the time when 
the family home was established on the farm in Emmet county, to 
whose public schools he is indebted for his early educational discipline, 
which was supplemented by an effective course in the Ferris Institute, 
in the city of Big Rapids. Thereafter he served as assistant post- 
master at Petoskey for four years, under the administration of Philip 
B. Waehtel, and after his retirement from this position he served one 
term as city clerk. His interest in local affairs has been characterized 
by marked loyalty and civic progressiveness and he has represented 
the third ward of the city as a valued member of the board of aldermen 
for four years, being incumbent of this office at the present time. He 
is a member of committee appoiuted to effect a revision of the city 
charter, and a petition for a new charter is to be submitted at the next 
session of the state legislature. Mr. McCabe has given most efficient 
service in promoting the interests of the Emmet County Fair Associa- 
tion, of which he is secretary, and the annual fairs of this organization 
have done much to further industrial progress in the county and to 
exploit its resources and attractions. In politics he is aligned as a 
stalwart in the camp of the Democratic party, and he is well forti- 
fied in his convictions as to matters of public import. He is an 
appreciative and popular member of Petoskey Lodge, No. 629, 
Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks, and is one of the alert, reliable 
and substantial business men of Petoskey, where he has been engaged 
in the retail hardware and implement business since 1909, as junior 
member of the firm of Bump & McCabe, in which his coadjutor is Sid- 
ney S. Bump. 

On the 27th of December, 1905, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. 
McCabe to Miss Georgia McKinley, and the great loss and bereavement 
of his life occurred when his devoted companion and helpmeet was 
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summoned to the life eternal, in May, 1910. She is survived by three 
children, — Albert, Alice and Thomas. 

John Seymour was born in Montreal, province of Quebec, Canada, 
on the 1st of July, 1848, and is a son of Richard A. and Susan (Reese) 
Seymour, the former of whom was born in England and the latter in 
Wales. Richard A. Seymour was educated in the Sanders Military 
Academy in his native land and as a young man he entered the English 
army. In England was solemnized his marriage to Miss Susan Reese 
and of their ten children, three were born in England and seven in Can- 
ada, whither the family had immigrated. Location was made in Mon- 
treal, province of Quebec, at Three Rivers, where the father was en- 
gaged in the lumber business for a number of years, later he moved to 
the city of Chicago, Illinois, and in 1866 he established the family home 
in Manistee, Michigan, where he gave most efficient service in the inter- 
est of the public as justice of the peace. He was a staunch Democrat in 
his political adherency. He was finally stricken with paralysis and 
passed away at the age of seventy-two years, deeply mourned by all who 
had come within the sphere of his forceful and kindly character. His 
beloved wife was summoned to the life eternal in about 1899. Mr. and 
Mrs. Seymour became the parents of ten children — five boys and five 
girls. 

John Seymour availed himself of the educational advantages afforded 
in his boyhood home in Canada, and when the family came to Michigan 
he became interested with his two brothers, Richard and Frederick, in 
an ice cream parlor in Manistee. Later they added groceries to the 
stock of confections and eventually enlarged the store to include a stock 
of merchandise. He became successful as a merchant and built up a 
large and lucrative patronage but in 1883 his entire establishment was 
destroyed by fire. Previously, in 1881, he and Mr. Klein had purchased 
the steamship **Champlain" with which they carried on a small trans- 
portation business. This venture was the beginning of the Northern 
Michigan Transportation Company, which, with the passage of years, 
has increased its scope of operations and which now carries on an im- 
mense business, making use of seven steamships and employing one 
thousand men. In 1897 the company was reorganized, Mr. Klein and 
Mr. Seymour buying out all the rest of the partners and admitting other 
parties as members of the concern. In addition to the transportation 
business Mr. Seymour has other financial interests of important order 
in Northern Michigan. He also owns a coal business at Manistee and 
holds tracts of timber and farm lands in this section. The old slore which 
burned down, in 1883, was conducted under the firm name of Seymour 
Brothers and was composed of Richard, John and Fred Seymour. These 
brothers are all interested in the steamship company. Mr. Seymour 
commands the respect and confidence of all his business associates by 
reason of his straightforward methods. 

At Manistee, on the 13th of July, 1881, was solemnized the marriage 
of Mr. Seymour and Miss Anna L. Warner, who was born and reared at 
Dexter, Washtenaw county, Michigan, and who is a daughter of L. L. 
Warner, a prominent agriculturist in that county. Mrs. Seymour was 
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a popular and successful teacher prior to her marriage. Mr. and Mrs. 
Seymour have five children — three daughters and two sons — Clare, Fred- 
erick W., George W., Helen and Gertrude, all of whom were bom in 
Manistee where they are now pursuing their educational training. 

In politics Mr. Seymour is aligned as a stalwart in the ranks of the 
Democratic party and while he has never had ambition for political 
preferment of any description he has always found time to devote his 
energies to the forwarding of all matters advanced for the general good 
of the community. In a fraternal way he is affiliated with the Benevo- 
lent Order of Elks and he and his wife are members of the Episcopal 
church, in whose faith they have reared their children. 

James MAcGiLtLis, a successful agriculturist of the vicinity of Har- 
risville, is one of the later pioneers of Alcona county, Michigan, and 
one who has done good, faithful and meritorious work for the lasting im- 
provement of his state. He was born in Scotland on the 1st of August, 
1835, and is a son of Gillis and Annie (McDougal) MacGillis, both of 
whom were likewise bom in Scotland and who emigrated ,to Canada 
about the year 1837, at which time the subject of this review was an in- 
fant of but two years of age. Of the twelve children bom to Mr. and 
Mrs. MacGillis four came to the United States. The father was a farmer 
by vocation and he passed the residue of his life in the province of On- 
tario, Canada. 

To the public schools of his home in Canada Mr. James MacGillis is 
indebted for his educational training and as a youth he turned his at- 
tention to agricultural pursuits. He came to Harrisville, Michigan, in 
1873, a few years after Alcona county had been set off from Alpena 
county, and in Guston township purchased a tract of eighty acres 
of land, in 1875, paying the state the sum of one hundred dollars for 
the same. This land was in its wild state and considered dear at the price. 
However, he and his good wife set to work with a will and in the course 
of a few years literally hewed out of the wilderness a fine and product- 
ive farm. To-day the entire estate is cleared and in the midst of highly 
cultivated fields are modem and substantial buildings which well in- 
dicate the thrift and prosperity of the practical and business-like owner. 
Politically Mr. MacGillis endorses the cause of the Republican party and 
since his residence in Alcona county he has been honored with the fol- 
lowing offices of public trust: He was justice of the peace for six 
years and has been highway commissioner and a member of the board of 
review. In discharging the duties of his public offices he has ever shown 
great discretion and considerable executive ability. He is a man of high 
ideals, a fine and alert mentality, and in spite of his venerable age of 
seventy-five years the splendid physique and vigor of his youth remain 
practically unmarred. His entire life has been marked hf temperate 
habits and close application to healthy, out-door work, both of which 
are productive of longevity. 

In Canada, in the year 1857, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Mac- 
Gillis to Miss Esther McGinnis, who was likewise bom and reared in 
Canada, her birth having occurred in 1837. To this well matched and 
happy union were born twelve children, eleven of whom are living at 
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the present time, in 1911, namely, — Sarah J., Mary, Susan, Belle, Kate, 
Etta, William, Lizzie, Robert, Henry R. and Esther. Henry R. is an 
attorney of note and he is engaged in the active practice of his profes- 
sion at Mikado, Michigan. He was graduated in the Ann Arbor high 
school and subsequently was a student at the Northern Indiana Normal 
University at Valparaiso, Indiana, for a period of three years, at the ex- 
piration of which he was matriculated in the University of Michigan at 
Ann Arbor, in the law department of which he was graduated as a 
member of the class of 1910, with the degree of Bachelor of Laws. Im- 
mediately after his graduation he wa^ admitted to the bar of the state 
and he then located at Mikado, where he is rapidly building up a large 
and representative clientage and where a brilliant future is in store for 
him. 

! 

David A. Line, the present able incumbent of the office of town clerk 
of Mancelona township and of the village of Mancelona, has been a resi- 
dent of Antrim county since 1880 and the years have told the tale of 
an eminently successful career due to unusual executive ability and 
tremendous energy. Mr. Line has just reason to be proud of the fact 
that to his efforts can be traced many a substantial enterprise contrib- 
uting greatly to the growth and prosperity of this section of the 
county. In every sense of the word he is a representative citizen and 
by reason of his exemplary life and unusual devotion to the good of 
the community in which he resides he is accorded the unalloyed con- 
fidence and esteem of all with whom he has come in contact. In con- 
nection with his other interests he is the owner of a fine farm in Man- 
celona township, the same being occupied by tenants and run on shares. 

A native of the fine old Keystone state of the Union, David A. Line 
was born at Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania, on the 5th of February 
1856. He is a son of John B. and Margaret Line, both of whom are 
now deceased. The father established the family home at Fostoria, 
Ohio, in the year 1863, and there the young David received his pre- 
liminary educational training. The father was engaged in the agri- 
cultural business during most of his active career and he and his wife 
became the parents of three children, of whom the subject of this re- 
view was the second in order of birth. In the year 1880 David A. Line 
came to Michigan, locating on a farm in Mancelona township, in An- 
trim county. This estate, which comprises eighty acres, is still owned 
by Mr. Line but it is now worked on shares. In 1899 he met with an 
accident on a railroad crossing, the same having resulted in the loss of 
a leg. In 1899 removal was made to the village of Mancelona, where 
he purchased a house and four lots. In the spring of 1900 he was 
elected to the office of township clerk and by continuous re-election to 
that office he has remained in tenure thereof during the long interven- 
ing years to the present time. In March, 1900, he was made village 
clerk, another position of which he has been incumbent down to the 
present. In 1901 he drafted a special act, which was passed by the 
legislature of Michigan, the same relating to the building of roads in 
the township of Mancelona. As a result of this amendment the town 
of Macelona was enabled to build its own roads and thus escape be- 
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ing taxed to build roads in other sections. Mr. Line has always been 
a prominent factor in the introduction of improvements in the village 
and he has had the satisfaction of seeing a large number of his sug- 
gestions adopted, such as water works and the installation of an elec- 
tric-lighting plant. He is at present secretary and treasurer of the 
Mancelona Creamery Company, of which he is likewise a director and 
stockholder. 

At Fostoria, Ohio, in the year 1879, Mr. Line was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Maggie Wyar, who was reared and educated in the close 
vicinity of Fostoria, where her parents were long engaged in farming 
operations. Mr. and Mrs. Line have three children, concerning whom 
the following brief record is here inserted, — Emma Maud is the wife of 
Fred Besan, of Mancelona ; Ida May is now Mrs. Hugh Miller, of this vil- 
lage ; and Myrtle Leota is a popular and successful teacher in the public 
schools of Mancelona. Mrs. Miller is town librarian at Mancelona and 
she has held that responsible position ever since the establishment of 
the library here. In their religious faith the Line family are attendants 
of the Methodist Episcopal church, to whose charities and benevolences 
they are most liberal contributors. Mr. Line has ever manifested a 
deep and sincere interest in educational affairs and for a number of 
years past he has been a school director and moderator of the Mance- 
lona township schools. In fraternal circles Mr. Line is a valued and 
appreciative member of the local lodges of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows and of the Knights of the Maccabees, being finance keeper 
of the latter. 

Mr. Line is a man of fine mentality and broad human sympathy. 
He thoroughly enjoys home life and takes great pleasure in the society 
of his family and friends. He is always courteous, kindly and affable, 
and those who know him personally accord him the highest esteem. 
Mr. and Mrs. Line's lives have been exemplary in all respects and they 
have ever supported those interests which are calculated to uplift and 
benefit humanity, while their o^ti high moral worth is deserving of 
the highest commendation. 

Charles F. Hull. — ^For more than ten years engaged in an active 
general law practice in Onaway, and dtfring the whole of that period 
manifesting an earnest, practical and helpful interest in the welfare of 
the community and the advancement and improvement of his town and 
county, Charles F. Hull has risen on demonstrated merit to a high place 
in the esteem of the people and force and influence for good among 
them. He is now one of the leading lawyers in this part of the state 
and one of the most prominent and progressive citizens of northern 
Michigan. 

]\Ir. Hull was born in Cass county, Michigan, on August 18, 1870. 
His parents, Francis and Harriet (Fredericks) Hull, were natives, re- 
spectively, of Norwalk, Ohio, and Cass county, this state. They were 
married in Cass county and became the parents of three children, all 
sons, of whom Charles F. was the first born. The mother is still living 
and resides at Petoskey, Michigan, where the father was actively en- 
gaged in contracting and farming, two interesting lines of enlightened 
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productive energy, until his death^ which occurred in 1906, when he 
was sixty years of age. 

At the beginning of the Civil war the father enlisted at Norwalk 
in the Fifty-fifth Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He served to 
the close of the sanguinary and momentous conflict, four years and nine 
months in all, and took part in several of the leading battles of the 
war and many skirmishes. After the close of his military service he 
moved to Cass county, Michigan, and there devoted himself to his 
chosen occupations of farming and contract work until death ended his 
useful labors and closed his creditable record. He was a member of 
the Grand Army of the Republic, a Republican in politics and a wide- 
awake, energetic and successful man in his business. 

Charles F. Hull obtained his scholastic training in the public schools 
and his legal preparation in close and laborious study under the di- 
rection of gentlemen eminent in the profession. He read law in the 
office of Messrs. Dart & Dart in Petoskey, this state, and also under 
the tutelage of Judge Benjamin T. Halstead of that city. On Septem- 
ber 12, 1892, after a rigid examination, he was admitted to the bar, 
and at once began to look around him for a suitable location in which 
to begin practicing. He took up his residence at Boyne City^ Charle- 
voix county, and remained there seven years. In 1900 he moved to 
Onaway, and here he has ever since been engaged in a large and ex- 
acting general practice, which has increased in volume and value as 
time has passed, and steadily raised him toward the first rank in the 
profession and in the esteem of his professional brethren and the public 
in general. He is capable and careful, omitting nothing required of 
him to win success and is generally triumphant in his cases. 

In his career as a lawyer Mr. Hull has played no favorites and fol- 
lowed no specialties. He has devoted himself to general practice • and 
prepared himself for every department and phase of it. As a counselor 
he is wise, knowing and prudent. As a trial lawyer he is alert, skillful 
and armed with a wide general knowledge of law and court decisions, 
and as an advocate he is resourceful, forcible and convincing. His suc- 
cess is the result of extensive attainments and fine natural ability, 
and he is richly deserving of it and all that he is destined yet to win. 
On March 11, 1896, Mr. Hull united in marriage with Miss D^isy 
Carson, a native of Salem township, Washtenaw county, Michigan, and 
a daughter of F. H. and Sarah (Wheelock) Carson, also natives of 
Michigan and both now deceased. They had seven children, five of 
whom are living, Mrs. Hull being their youngest daughter. Her father 
was a merchant, a Democrat in his political connection and one of the 
leading citizens of his county. Mr. and Mrs. Hull have two children, 
their daughter Dorothy and their son Burke, both of whom are still 
living with their parents and attending school. Like their parents, they 
stand high in public estimation and are valued factors in the social 
life of their home city and county. The father trains with the Demo- 
cratic party in national politics and is earnest and effective in its ser- 
vice. In local affairs he looks first to the good of the community, sub- 
ordinating every other consideration to that. In fraternal life he is a 
Freemason and belongs to Boyne City Lodge No. 391 in the order. In 
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the affairs of this organization he also takes an active interest and a 
serviceable part, and his membership in it is highly valued. 

William Dolson. — ^A native son of Michigan, Mr. William Dolson 
has passed his entire life thus far in the Wolverine state. As a young 
man he turned his attention to lumbering and from 1879 to 1903 he was 
actively identified with agricultural pursuits. In the latter year he 
settled at Mikado, where he has since been engaged in the general mer- 
chandise business, his son, William, Jr., having been a partner in this 
concern since 1908. At the present time Mr. Dolson is president of the 
village and formerly he was a member of the board of supervisors and 
township treasurer. 

William Dolson was born in Wayne county, Michigan, on the 2d 
of August, 1844, and he is a son of Isaac E. and Roxey (Williams) Dol- 
son, the former of whom was a native of the state of New York and the 
latter claimed Canada as the place of her birth. The father was an 
agriculturist by occupation and of the twelve children born to him and 
his wife, nine grew to maturity, eight of whom are living at the present 
time, two being residents of northern Michigan, — Chauncey and Wil- 
liam. Both parents are now deceased, the father having passed away 
in 1877, and the mother about 1866. William Dolson was educated in 
the common schools of his native county and he initiated his active 
business career as a lumber man, continuing to be identified with that 
line of enterprise until 1879, at which time he became interested in 
farming, locating in Alcona county, in the vicinity of Mikado. Prior 
to this time he resided at AuSable, whither he removed in 1867, that 
being the center of his lumber interests. After engaging in the mercan- 
tile business Mr. Dolson was for three years in partnership with C. A. 
Johnson, a representative business man at Mikado, concerning whose 
career a sketch appears elsewhere in this work. After dissolving the 
afore-mentioned partnership Mr. Dolson conducted his enterprise for a 
time individually and in 1908 he took in his son, William, Jr., as a 
partner, the firm being now known as Dolson & Son. In addition to 
his other interests Mr. Dolson owns a fine farm of eighty acres in 
Alcona county, forty acres of which are cleared and in a high state of 
cultivation. 

Mr. Dolson is a stanch advocate of the principle of the Republican 
party in his political proclivities and while he has never manifested 
aught of ambition for political preferment he has served most credita- 
bly as a member of the board of township supervisors and as treasure!* 
of the township. At the present time, in 1911, he is president of the 
village, in which capacity he is proving an able administrator of the 
affairs of the town. In a fraternal way he is affiliated with various 
organizations of a local character and in their religious faith the Dol- 
sons are devout members of the church of the Latter Day Saints, to the 
furtherance of whose good works they have given liberally of their time 
and means. 

Mr. Dolson was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Dugan, in 
1 867, and to this union have been born three children, namely, — Daniel, 
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Lizzie and William J., the latter of whom is associated with his father 
in business, as already noted. 

Francis Martin Morrissey. — In all the length and breadth of Clare 
county it would be impossible to find a man held in more universal honor 
and confidence than Francis Martin Morrissey, county clerk and reg- 
ister of deeds. A lawyer by profession and previous to that an in- 
structor, his services were thorough and satisfactory in every field, but 
it is as a public official that he has won highest prestige. He is one of 
the leading local Republicans and stands high in party councils, although 
one whose methods are questionable will find no profit in approaching 
him. 

Mr. Morrissey is a native son of the state, his birth having occuiTed 
at Bath, Clinton county, October 23, 1869. As his name indicates, on 
the paternal sides he comes of Celtic stock, his father, Martin Morrissey, 
having been bom in Ireland of Irish parents. The elder man left the 
old associations at Tipperary about the year 1853 and having crossed 
the Atlantic, located first in Essex county, Canada. Only about nine- 
teen years of age at that time, he remained in Canada until about 1864, 
and then came to Michigan, settling in Clinton county. He left Clinton 
county in 1873 to go to Bay City, Michigan, and there he resided for the 
remainder of his life. His occupation was that of a railroad man. and 
for an extended period he kept the records of the roadmaster of tlie 
Michigan Central railroad at Bay City. His religion was Catholic and 
his citizenship was of the most loyal and law-abiding sort. More than 
thirty years have passed since his demise which occurred in 1881, and he 
was then forty-eight years of age, his birth having occurred at Tippe- 
rary in 1833. He subscribed to the policies of the Democratic party and 
later became a ' ' Greenbacker. ' ' He took for his wife one of the daugh- 
ters of his adopted land, Esther Jerusha Cramer, born in Eaton county, 
Michigan, February 29, 1844. Her father was Stephen Cramer who 
was born in Herkimer county, New York, and her mother was Mary Ann 
Boyer, of French and German descent. Stephen Cramer was of English 
parentage. The subject's mother had four brothers in the Union ar.ny 
during the war of the Rebellion, all being cavalrymen. 

Francis Martin Morrissey gained his elementary education in the 
schools of West Bay City, Michigan, being a student in the same until 
the age of eleven years. Later he studied for a time at Harrison, Clare 
county, and subsequent to that occasionally attended a term in the 
country schools of Ionia county, where he worked as a farmer's assist- 
ant. Left fatherless at the age of eleven years, he was thrown almost 
at once upon his own resources and no one is better entitled to the title 
of self-made than the delicate young lad, who so early learning the bitter 
lesson that there is no arguing with necessity, bravely set forth to carve 
out his own fortunes. Very hungry for learning, he made the most of 
his educational advantages and in 1888 he began teaching school in Clare 
county, Michigan. He was only eighteen years of age at the time. While 
engaging in his pedagogical labors the ambitious young fellow, with an 
eye to the future, read law in spare minutes in the school room and at- 
tacked his Blackstone in the offices of Attornevs Brown & Cummins and 
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of William A. Burritt, at Harrison. This diligent campaign lasted from 
1890 to 1893, Mr. Morrissey in the latter year being admitted to the 
bar. He had the usual difficult experience of the indigent young lawyer 
in getting a start and in the first years he had the additional handicap 
of poor health. He eked out a living by continuing to teach at inter- 
vals and secured the office of justice of peace of the city of Harrison. . 
Even in those days of trial and discouragement he never forgot the im- 
mortal counsel, 

' * This above all, — To thine own self be true ; 
And it must follow as the night the day, 
Thou canst not then be false to any man. ' ' 

His good principles and ability gradually but surely won recogni- 
tion and in 1895 he was first elected to the office of county clerk and reg- 
ister of deeds, which he holds to-day. This office being also the only ab- 
stract of title oflSce he began holding said combined office January 1, 
1897, and is still holding it, having been elected for the eighth consecu- 
tive term November 8, 1910, Many years ago, in 1891, he was township 
clerk of Hayes township, Clare county, and other offices with whose du- 
ties he has been intrusted (not previously mentioned) are those of cir- 
cuit court commissioner and deputy county treasurer. He is one of the 
stanchest of Republicans, having ever given heart and hand to its men 
and measures since his earliest voting days. 

Mr. Morrissey is a friend to all churches, but is affiliated with none. 
However, to all things likely to prove of benefit to his fellow men he gives 
his heartiest support. He is exceedingly popular in lodge circles, pos- 
sessing those good qualities which make him a desirable fraternity man. 
His name is on the rolls of the Knights of Pythias, the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, the Loyal Americans and the Modem Woodmen 
of America, of which latter he is presiding officer. 

On September 1, 1897, Mr. Morrissey laid the foundations of a happy 
marriage and congenial life companionship by his union with Miss Mar- 
tha Maria Rogers, their wedding occurring at Moorestown, Missaukee 
county, Michigan, Mrs. Morrissey was educated in the Harrison high 
school and was graduated therefrom. Her parents are Anthony and 
Elizabeth Jane (Miller) Rogers, the former of whom was a lumberman 
by occupation and a well-known public official, serving two terms as 
county treasurer of Missaukee county and for a number of terms as 
supervisor of Norwich township. Mr. and Mrs. Morrissey share their 
delightful home with three sons, namely : Burke Cummins, bom at Har- 
rison, September 3, 1898 ; William Everett, born at Harrison, Febraary 
7, 1900; and Charles Anthony, bom at Harrison, October 7, 1901. 

Whatever success Mr. Morrissey has attained in life — and those who 
know him best esteem it by no means as inconsiderable — he attributes 
to the fact that early in life he adopted the plan of doing with his fel- 
low men and women absolutely as he agreed to do. Added to being 
square all the time, he gives not a little credit to the hard knocks, and 
he fully agrees with the great American novelist who has said, ''To ac- 
cept the worst that fate can deal and to win courage from it and not 
despair — ^that is Success.*' His motto is this — Be Thorough. 
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John Morrissey, first cousin to the father of the foregoing gentle- 
man, was, as the subject facetiously puts it, the only prize fighter who 
ever got into the United States Congress. 

Geoege W. Childs, Jr. — The name of Childs is one well and favor- 
ably known in this city, and an admirable representative in the present 
generation is George W. Childs, manager of Petoskey 's leading hostelry, 
— ^the Bay View Hotel, over which Mr. Childs' father presided in days 
gone by. Mr. Childs seems fitted by nature for the hotel business, pos- 
sessing a genial disposition and kindly spirit, qualities essential to the 
hotel proprietor, and he has gained a wide reputation for the able man- 
ner in which he caters to the public taste. 

He whose name inaugurates this review is a native of the Empire 
state, his birth having occurred in Schoharie county. New York, Septem- 
ber 29, 1866. He is the son of George W. and Sarah B. (Frisbee) Childs, 
having received the full patronymic of his honored father. George W. 
Childs, Sr., was bom in the state of Maine early in the nineteenth cen- 
tury and was summoned to his eternal rest in 1907, at the age of seventy- 
eight years. The mother was also a native of New York and still sur- 
vives, a venerable and much beloved lady. The five children born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Childs all survive, the subject being the youngest in order of 
birth. The little family came to Michigan in 1868, when the subject was 
an infant and they first located in Montcalm county, where the head of 
the house devoted his energies to lumbering and farming. After resid- 
ing there for a good many years, the family removed to Boyne City, 
Michigan, in 1882, and there the father conducted a hotel for about a 
year. He then came to Petoskey and undertook the management of the 
Bay View Hotel and in such capacity found financial success and re- 
nown as an ideal hotel man, giving general satisfaction to his patrons. 
He was also prominently identified with public life and acted in the 
capacities of sheriff for one term and as county clerk, discharging the 
duties of these offices in highly exemplary manner. He was a remark- 
ably public-spirited man and ever gave heart and hand to the men and 
measures of the Democratic party. 

George W. Childs, Jr., the immediate subject of this brief review, 
received his education in Michigan, attending the schools of the towns 
in which his parents resided. As a young man he removed to Detroit 
and was engaged in the banking and manufacturing business in that 
beautiful city for twenty years. He was associated with the Preston 
National Bank in the capacity of accountant and was for fifteen years 
secretary of the Penberthy Injector Company. It was in 1907, that Mr. 
Childs formed his present business association, the management of the 
Bay View Hotel at Bay View and the step has been one attended by 
satisfaction and success. Mr. Childs is independent in his political affilia- 
tion, ever bestowing his support upon the man and the measure he be- 
lieves most likely to prove beneficial to the public at large, irrespective 
of mere partisanship. 

Mr. Childs laid the foundation of an ideally happy life companion- 
ship, when on August 26, 1890, he was united in marriage to Miss Lu- 
ella Sherman, daughter of the Rev. George W. and Sarah (Ball) Sher- 
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man, both of whom are living at the present time. Mrs. Childs is a na- 
tive of Michigan and was living at Traverse City at the time of the sol- 
emnization of her marriage. She is one of a family of five children, 
four of whom survive at the present day. The Rev. and Mrs. Sherman 
are residents of Los Angeles, California. The union of the subject and 
his wife has been blessed by the birth of two children: Ruth, wife of 
James P. Moore, of Los Angeles ; and George D., who is living with his 
parents. Mr. and Mrs. Childs are generally recognized as estimable 
members of society. 

John J. Mungeb. — ^No official or citizen of northern Michigan has 
given a better account of himself, in view of the years of his service and 
his age, than John J. Munger, now^ but fairly entered into his second term 
as register of deeds of Otsego county. He is a bright, persistent, able 
young man ; a native of Tittabawassee township, Saginaw county, Michi- 
gan, bom in the year 1868, and reared and educated in the township of 
his birth. His early life was spent in acquiring an education in the dis- 
trict schools of his neighborhool and a varied training on the farm in 
the cultivation of industry, perseverance and common sense. 

But the continuous career of a farmer and a citizen in a rural com- 
munity were not exactly according to the young man's tastes or talents, 
and he therefore moved to Gaylord, Otsego county, in January, 1895, 
and since that time has followed various pursuits, generally of a clerical 
nature, which have brought him into close contact with a wide circle of 
acquaintances in the county seat and the county itself; these acquaint- 
ances have rapidly been transformed into friends, and they, in turn, into 
supporters of his qualities for public service. Before assuming the duties 
of his present office Mr. Munger served as treasurer of Bagley townhip 
and ass^sor, for two terms, of the village of Gaylord, comuiencing his 
second term as register of deeds January 1, 1911. 

Mr. Munger is the oldest of the five children bom to Wells and Jane 
McGregor, natives respectively of Pennsylvania and Michigan; his 
brothers and sisters are Marjory J., Emma M., Albert W. and James E. 
Munger. In 1897 he was happily united in marriage with Miss Ella 
Mackintosh, and two children have been born into their household, Mar- 
.jory and J. Clinton. Mrs. Munger is a native of Canada, and is a highly 
respected and popular lady. 

William Krebs. — ^Numbered among the representative business men 
and progressive citizens of the city of Alpena, Mr. Krebs is third vice- 
president of the C. Moench & Sons Company, which operates tanneries 
in Alpena and in Salamanca and Gowanda, New York. He is general 
manager of the tannery in Alpena, is president of the Alpena Chamber 
of Commerce and has been an influential factor in promoting the indus- 
trial and civic progress of the city in which he maintains his home and 
in which he has a secure place in popular confidence and esteem. As 
one of the leading business men of Alpena he is well entitled to recog- 
nition in this publication. 

William Krebs was born in the city of Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 
30th of September, 1868, and is a son of John J. and Mary (Hahn) 
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Krebs, the former of whom was born in the village of Obersophe, 
Hessen, Germany, on the 20th of May, 1835, and the latter of whom 
was born in Alsfeld, .in the same province, on the 7th of August, 1835. 
Both were residents of Cincinnati, Ohio, for many years and there the 
father died on the 12th of December, 1899, his cherished and devoted 
wife having been summoned to eternal rest on the 24th of October, 1897. 
Their marriage was solemnized in New York city on the 3d of May, 
1857, and they became the parents of six sons and eight daughters, of 
whom three sons and five daughters are now living, namely: Louis P., 
who is a resident of Gowanda, New York; John, who maintains his 
home in Alpena; Katherine, who is the Wife of William Schmitt, of 
Cincinnati; William, who is the immediate subject of this review and 
who was the eighth in order of birth of the fourteen children; Anna, 
who is the wife of John Grendelmeyer, a resident of Cincinnati ; Emma, 
who is the wife of Henry Hoefle, of Cincinnati ; Amelia, who is the wife 
of Ernest Groeneweg, of Cincinnati, and Marie, who is the wife of 
Nicholas Seuss, of Cincinnati. 

John J. Krebs was reared and educated in his native land and in 1853, 
when about eighteen years of age, he sundered the ties that bound him 
to home and fatherland and set forth to seek his fortunes in America. 
He made the voyage on a sailing vessel and finally landed in the 
port of New York city. On shipboard he formed the acquaintance of 
another young man, whom he befriended and provided with food on 
the voyage, as the fellow was without money. His kindness met with 
more than ingratitude, as the man whom he had thus aided stole his 
money soon after they landed, and he was thus left penniless, a stranger 
in a strange land. He went without food for several days and then 
found employment in a tannery in the national metropolis, where he 
learned the trade in all its details. In his native land he had served 
an apprenticeship to the trade of wagonmaking, though he had been 
reared on the farm of his father. 

In the early '60s John J. Krebs removed with his family to Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, where he soon afterward engaged in the tanning busi- 
ness on his own responsibility. He erected and equipped a tannery 
and eventually built up a large and prosperous business. He continued 
to be identified with this line of enterprise until his death, and he 
gained and retained the confidence and esteem of the community in 
which he so long maintained his home. He was one of the organizers of 
the North Cincinnati Turn Verein and held membership in other lead- 
ing German societies. His political support was given to the Republi- 
can party and both he and his wife held membership in the Lutheran 
church. 

William Krebs gained his early educational training in the public 
schools of his native city, where he also completed a course in Nelson's 
Business College, in which he was graduated as a member of the class of 
1884. He learned the tanner's trade in his father's establishment and 
continued to be identified therewith until 1894, when he removed to 
Cattaraugus county, New York, and assumed the position of book- 
keeper for the Moench tannery, the interested principals in which were 
John Christopher Moench and his son Henry L., which formed the 
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Company of C. Moench & Sons, which later was incorporated under the 
present title of the C. Moench & Sons Company. In 1896 the concern 
completed the erection of its tannery in Alpena, Michigan, and Mr. 
Krebs was sent to this city as general manager of the business. In 1899 
the company purchased the Gaensslen tanneries in Salamanca and Go- 
wanda. New York, and the three tanneries have since been operated by 
the company, which was incorporated in 1899. The corporation also 
has stores in the cities of Boston and Chicago, and an office in the city 
of St. Louis. Mr. Krebs is a member of the directorate of the Alpena 
National Bank and in 1909 was elected president of the Alpena Cham- 
ber of Commerce, an office of which he is the present efficient and valued 
incumbent. He has been active in promoting the high civic ideals and 
practical work of this important organization, through the influence of 
which the industrial progress of Alpena has been signally advanced, 
and he is ever ready to give his support to all measures projected for 
the general good of the city in which his interests are centered. 

Though never ambitious for public office, Mr. Krebs is found aligned 
as a stanch supporter of the cause of the Republican party, and he 
holds membership in the Congregational church, as did also his wife, 
who is deceased. He was made a Mason in Berean Lodge, Free & Ac- 
cepted Masons, at Cattaraugus, New York, and from this body was 
dimitted to Hopper Lodge, No. 386, in Alpena, with which he has since 
continued in active affiliation. He is also identified with Thunder Bay 
Chapter, No. 74, Royal Arch Masons; Sagonahkato Council, No. 58, 
Royal & Select Masters; Alpena Commandery, No. 34, Knights Tem- 
plars; and he has received the thirty-second degree in Michigan Sover- 
eign Consistory at Detroit, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite. In the 
city of Detroit he holds membership in Moslem Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 

On the 27th of March, 1895, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. 
Krebs to Miss Amelia Louise Moench, who was born in Cattaraugus 
county. New York, on the 7th of April, 1868, and was summoned to 
the life eternal on the 17th of December, 1902. She was the daughter of 
John Christopher and Caroline (Dietrich) Moench, the former of whom 
was born in Wurtemberg, Germany, on the 22d of June, 1835, and the 
latter of whom was born at Hamburg, Erie county. New York, on the 2d 
of January, 1847. They were married at Hamburg, New York, in 1865, 
and of their eight children three sons and three daughters are living. 
Mr. Moench came to America in 1853, after having learned the tanner's 
trade in his native land. He located in Buffalo, New York, whence he 
later removed to Gowanda, Cattaraugus county, that state, where he 
was actively engaged in the tanning business until his death. He was 
the founder of the C. Moench & Sons Company. He was a Republican 
in politics and both he and his wife were zealous members of the Luth- 
eran church. His death occurred on the 8th of May, 1904, and his 
wife passed away in August, 1907. Mr. and Mrs. Krebs became the 
parents of three children, all of whom remain at the paternal home, 
namely, — Carrie Marie, William H., and Adolph E. 
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Harry J. Briggs. — A citizen of prominence and influence at Elk 
Rapids, Michigan, is Harry J. Briggs, who has resided in this city dur- 
ing the major portion of his life thus far. At an early age he became 
interested in the newspaper business and at the present time, in 1911, 
he is editor and publisher of the Antrim County News, one of the 
finest publications of its kind in the entire state. Mr. Briggs has been 
the popular and efficient incumbent of a number of important offices 
of public trust and responsibility during the past few years and at the 
present time is a member of the village council. 

Harry J. Briggs was born at Coaticook, in the province of Quebec, 
Canada, on the 13th of September, 1865, and he is a son of James J. 
and Eliza (Barber) Briggs, both of w^hom are now dead. As a young 
man the father learned the mason's trade in his native land of Wales, 
and deciding that he would have better opportunities for advancement 
in the states he came to Michigan in the year 1867. Locating in Elk 
Rapids he was here engaged in the work of his trade for a long num- 
ber of years. In the public schools of Elk Rapids Harry J. Briggs re- 
ceived his rudiamentary educational training. At the age of thirteen 
years, however, his schooling was suddenly curtailed through the neces- 
sity of circumstances. He then entered the printing office of the Prog- 
ress, a paper of some note in those early days. For nearly thirty years 
Mr. Briggs continued to work in this office but on the 23d of December, 
1909, he decided to launch out into the newspaper world on his own 
account. Founding the Antrim County News, he has continued to de- 
vote his time and energy to the improvement of that paper until it is 
now renowned for its liberal policies and excellent editorials. 

On the 26th of November, 1885, Mr. Briggs was united in marriage 
to Miss Nellie E. McCauley, who was bom at St. James, on Beaver Is- 
land, and who is a daughter of Peter E. McCauley, a successful farmer 
and fisherman on Beaver Island. To Mr. and Mrs. Briggs have been 
born nine children, concerning whom the following brief data are here 
incorporated, — ^Lola is deceased; Harry J., Jr., is a chemist at the ce- 
ment works, at Newaygo, Michigan ; Ralph St. C. is likewise a chemist 
at the cement works; Marie is at home and works in her father's of- 
fice; and Elizabeth, Lucile, Edwin, Lloyd, Mildred Dorothy and Jack 
remain at the parental home and are attending school at Elk Rapids. 

In politics Mr. Briggs is aligned as a stalwart in the ranks of the 
Republican party. In 1907 he was honored by his fellow citizens with 
election to the office of president of the village and he served in that 
capacity with the utmost efficiency for one term. Since 1908 he has 
been a member of the town council and in that connection is a powerful 
influence for good in connection with the progress and development 
of this section of the county. In their religious adherency the Briggs 
family are devout communicants of the Catholic church, in the differ- 
ent departments of whose work they are most active and zealous fac- 
tors. As a citizen and business man Mr. Briggs holds a high place in 
the confidence and regard of his fellow men. He is a man of remark- 
able executive ability and tremendous vitality, is genial in his associa- 
tions, courteous in his address and generally popular in all classes of 
society. 
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Fred G. Heumantst. — One of the progressive business men and highly 
popular citizens of Traverse City is Frederick G. Heumann, who here 
conducts a large and representatiNre enterprise as a merchant tailor. 
He is specially prominent in connection with fraternal organizations 
and his genial personality and sterling attributes of character have 
won to him a wide circle of valued and loyal friends. 

Mr. Heumann reverts with definite satisfaction to the circumstance 
of being able to designate Michigan as the place of his nativity. He 
was bom in Bay City, this state, on the 10th of April, 1863, and is a 
son of Dr. George and Katherine (Lehr) Heumann, both of whom were 
born in Germany. Their marriage was solemnized in Michigan and in 
this state they continued to reside until their death, the father having 
passed away at the age of sixty-one years and the mother having been 
about forty-eight years of age at the time of her death. Of their eight 
children Fred G. was the second in order of birth and of the number 
six are now living. Dr. Heumann received excellent educational ad- 
vantages in his native land and duly prepared himself for the medical 
profession, also in Germany. When a young man he established his 
home in what is now Bay City, Michigan, and he was one of the early 
and distinguished representatives of his profession in that section of 
the state, there he continued in practice until the time of his death. He 
was a man of fine intellectuality and of the highest integrity in all the 
relations of life, so that he ever commanded the unqualified confidence 
and esteem of his fellow men, the while he was influential as a citizen. 
He was one of the six persons who founded the Evangelical Lutheran 
church in Bay City and of the same both he and his wife were most 
zealous and de\^oteed members. He was well fortified in his opinions 
as to matters of public polity and gave a staunch allegiance to the 
Democratic party. 

Fred G. Heumann is indebted to the public schools of Bay City for 
his early educational discipline, and at the age of sixteen years he entered 
upon an apprenticeship to the trade of tailor, in which he became an 
expert workman. At the age of nineteen years he located in Au Sable, 
Oscoda county, where he engaged in the merchant tailoring business, 
as senior member of the firm of Heumann & Sempliner. At the expira- 
tion of about eighteen months he disposed of his interest in this enter- 
prise and removed to the adjoining city of Oscoda, where he pur- 
chased from Robert B. King a half interest in the latters merchant- 
tailoring business. About two years later he sold his interest to his 
partner and engaged in the same line of business in an individual 
way, having purchased at this time a store building in Oscoda 
and having utilized the same for the accommodation of his busi- 
ness. He built up an excellent trade and continued to be numbered 
among the successful business men of Oscoda until 1892, when he came 
across to the western part of the state and located in Traverse City, 
where he has since been engaged in the same line of enterprise and 
where he holds prestige as the leading merchant tailor of the city. He 
has a well equipped establishment and the products of the same are in- 
variably of the highest class of workmanship, so that he naturally con- 
trols a large and representative patronage, which is augmented by 
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his personal popularity and his fair and honorable dealings. He is 
progressive as a citizen and business man and takes a lively interest 
in all that tends to advance the welfare of his home city. While never 
an aspirant for public office he is found aligned as a zealous supporter 
of the cause of the Republican party. He was a member of the Board 
of education of Trav^erse City, in 1902. 

Mr. Heumann has been specially appreciative of the work and as- 
sociations of leading fraternal organizations and has been prominent in 
the same. In the time-honored Masonic fraternity he is affiliated with 
Traverse City Lodge, No. 222, Free & Accepted Masons ; Traverse City 
Chapter, No. 102, Royal Arch Masons, in which he is now serving his 
fourth term as high priest; Traverse City Council, No. 61, Royal & 
Select Masters, of which he was thrice illustrious master from 1905 to 
1907, inclusive; Traverse City Commandery, No. 41, Knights Templar, 
of which he is past senior warden ; DeWitt Clinton Consistory, Ancient 
Accepted Scotish Rite, in the city of Grand Rapids, in which body he 
received the thirty-second degree on the 18th of February, 1909. He 
is also identified with the allied organization, the Ancient Arabic Or- 
der of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, in which he is affiliated with 
Saladin Temple in Grand Rapids. He is also a prominent member of 
the Knights of Pythias, in which his original affiliation was with 
Launcelot Lodge, No. 72, at Au Sable, Michigan. He is past chancellor 
of this lodge, from which he was dimitted to Traverse City Lodge, 
No. 56, with which he has since been actively identified. In the Uni- 
form Rank of the Knights of Pythias Mr. Heumann has the distinction 
of being lieutenant colonel of the Second Regiment of the Michigan 
Brigade and he is district deputy for the order, through appointment 
by Grand Chancellor Woodward, of the Grand Lodge of the state. 

On August 5, 1897, Mr. Heumann was united in marriage to Miss 
Julia D. Harvey, a daughter of Gerome B. and Mary (McFall) Har- 
vey. The father died on the 3d of September, 1902, and the mother is still 
living. Mrs. Heumann was born at Utica, Michigan and was there 
educated. Fred G., Jr., the son of Mr. and Mrs. Heumann, is now a 
clerk in Pennsylvania R. R. Office in Chicago. The daughter Clara died 
at the age of five years and Frank Faust died at the age of four years. 

Aaron Frederick Anderson, one of the prosperous and influential 
citizens of Cadillac, Michigan, was born in far-away Sweden, March 8, 
1858, eldest in the family of eight children of August and Lottie Ander- 
son, both natives of that country and both now deceased. 

His father a farmer, Aaron F., was reared to agricultural pursuits 
and assisted in the farm work until he was twenty years of age, mean- 
while receiving a good education in the common schools, and when not 
at work in the field learning the shoemaker 's trade, at which in due time 
he became an efficient workman. In the spring of 1878, with the hope of 
bettering his condition by emigration to America, he borrowed the money 
with which to pay his passage to this country, and in due time stepped 
from the S. S. City of Chester on to the landing at New York city. From 
there he drifted west to Big Rapids, Michigan, where he worked in a lum- 
ber yard for a short time, and in the month of June of that same year 
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came to Cadillac. Here he found employment in Cobb & Mitcbeirs saw 
mill, where he worked during most of the following winter. Then he 
turned his attention to his trade. Being in debt, as above stated, for the 
amount necessary to bring him to this country, he had to use rigid econ- 
omy in order to pay his board and save some money. Later he opened a 
shop for himself, and still later engaged in the boot and shoe business, 
which he continued until 1899. In the meantime, in 1896, he embarked 
in the lumber business in partnership with Paul Johnson, under the firm 
name of Johnson & Anderson. In 1897 they bought a saw mill at Put- 
nam, near Manton, Michigan, which they operated until 1902, when the 
business with Mr. Johnson was closed out. In that year Mr. Anderson 
built a saw mill at South Boardman, and a few years later, in 1903, be- 
gan the building of a logging railroad from South Boardman into the 
woods, a distance of ten miles. As his business increased he added to 
the equipment of his mill, and now he handles principally hardwood, 
finding a market for his product in Michigan, Iiidiana, Ohio, Illinois, 
Iowa, Wisconsin and the Pacific coast. In 1905 he made a trip to the 
Northwest, visiting Washington, Montana and Oregon, buying, with 
others, at that time and since extensive tracts of timber land, which at 
this writing are worth many thousands of dollars. 

Thus tracing Mr. Anderson's business career for a period of over 
thirty years in this country, we find that his success is not the result of 
luck, but rather of honest endeavor backed by sound business judgment. 
He has worked hard, practiced economy, and put brains into his business. 
To-day he enjoys a full measure of prosperity and has the confidence and 
high esteem not only of the citizens of Cadillac but also of all those with 
whom he has had dealings throughout the middle West and elsewhere. 

Mr. Anderson was married in Cadillac, September 26, 1882, to Miss 
Addie Greenburg, and the union has resulted in the birth of six children, 
as follows: Fred A., Clarence B., Ester B., Ruth F., Helen M. and 
Rachel D. All are living except Clarence E., who died at the age of 
twelve years. Mr. Anderson and his family are identified with the Swed- 
ish Baptist church of Cadillac. His many excellent traits of character 
make him popular with all classes, and he has the characteristics which 
win and hold warm friendships. 

James R. Snody. — Beginning the struggle for advancement among 
men for himself when he was but eighteen years of age, teaching school 
in winter and clerking in summer for about three years, then turning 
his attention to mercantile life as a dealer in agricultural implements, 
and afterwards engaging in various occupations in several different 
places, James R, Snody, now one of the leading business men of Onaway, 
has had a varied and very instructive experience. By his present stand- 
ing in his community and the magnitude and success of his under- 
takings he shows that its lessons were not lost upon him, and that he 
profited by them to the fullest extent. 

Mr. Snody was born in Huron county, Michigan, on October 29, 
1864. He is of what may properly be called Yankee extraction, and has 
exhibited in his career the admirable traits of ingenuity, self-reliance, 
persistent industry and ready resourcefulness of the people of our 
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northeastern section, of whom he is a worthy representative. His 
father. Daniel W. Snody, was born and reared in Dresden township, 
Washington county, New York, on the shore of Lake Champlain, where 
his life began on March 12, 1842; and the mother is a native of the 
state of Vermont. Her maiden name was Elizabeth H. Long. They 
were married in Huron county, Michigan, on April 15, 1863, and be- 
came the parents of four children, two sons and two daughters : James 
R., the immediate subject of this review; Reuben W., who married 
Miss Etta Parkinson; Charlotte E., who is the wife of J. H. Trace; 
and Helen, who is now Mrs. J. D. Riley. 

The father, Daniel W. Snody, attended school in his native county 
until he reached the age of twelve years. He then removed with his 
parents, Daniel and Elizabeth M. (Welch) Snody, to a new home in 
St. Clair county, this state. His father, Daniel Snody, was born in 
Dresden township, Washington county, New York, in 1810, and died 
in Onaway, at the home of his son in 1899. His wife was of the same 
nativity as himself and died in 1844- They had four children, all sons 
and all now deceased but Daniel W., the father of James R. Twelve 
years after the mother died the father got the western fever and came 
to Michigan, locating in Brockway township, St. Clair county, in 1852. 
Sometime later he moved to Huron county, where he engaged in farm- 
ing and lumbering. He was a sailor in early life and never lost his love 
for the water, always wishing to live near it and always gratifying 
this desire as far as was possible. 

Daniel W. Snody attended school at Brockway in St. Clair county 
and Whiterock in Huron county. The first work he did for the purpose 
of earning an independent living for himself was making shingles in 
Huron county. He then engaged in commercial fishing in that county 
for eighteen years and at ForestviUe, Sanilac county for a time, and 
was also occupied in selling agricultural implements in 1879. In 1898 
he moved to Onaway and started the drug business in which he is 
still engaged. 

He has been active in public affairs from the dawn of his manhood. 
His first public office was that of township clerk in Whiterock town- 
ship, Huron county. Since his arrival in Presque Isle county he has 
been treasurer of Allis township and county commissioner. He is now 
serving his third term as county drainage commissioner. He was presi- 
dent of Onaway the year the water works were installed, and has been 
mayor one year since the incorporation of the city. At present (1911) 
he is a member of the board of public works. In all the offices he has 
ever held he has discharged his duties with fidelity and ability, with 
an eye single to the public welfare and greatly to the satisfaction of 
the people he served. 

For nearly fifty years he has been connected with the Masonic order 
and prominent in its councils. He was made a Freemason in Port 
Hope Lodge No. 128, at Port Hope, Michigan, on April 16, 1864, and on 
May 28, 1909, became a life member of Onaway Lodge No. 425. He 
also belongs to the Order of Knights of the Maccabees. In politics 
he is an old time and straight-forward Democrat, with w^arm interest 
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in the welfare of his party and great energy and influence in its 
service. 

James R. Snody, having obtained his education in the public schools 
of his native county felt impelled to return to the county something 
for its benefaction to him in this way^ and after leaving school engaged 
in teaching for five terms, dispensing to others with a liberal hand 
the knowledge he had gained in the same system of instruction. He 
ably conducted a public school during the winter months and occupied 
himself in clerking during the summers, beginning this dual employ- 
ment at the age of eighteen. From 1885 to 1890 he dealt in agricultural 
implements at Ubly in Huron county, and during the next three years 
was engaged in the drug trade at that place. He then moved to Whitte- 
more in Iosco county, where he remained until 1898, connected with 
the cedar lumber trade as superintendent of a large company. While 
living there he served as postmaster four years and was also a member 
of the school board. 

In 1898 he came to Onaway and joined his father in the drug busi- 
ness, also serving as superintendent of the cedar lumber enterprise of 
W. C. Sterling & Son until 1908. He is now a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Northeastern Development Bureau of Michigan, ana 
one of the inspiring and controlling forces of its operations. During 
the whole of his residence in Onaway he has been a leading spirit in 
all matters of public improvement and given efficient aid to every 
undertaking designed to promote the advancement of the city and 
county and the substantial welfare of their people. 

His political faith and allegiance are given loyally and zealously to 
the Democratic party, and in its organization he is a very efficient 
worker. At the time of this writing (1911) he is supervisor of the 
Third ward of Onaway and one of the influential men in the city govern- 
ment, as he is in connection with all public affairs and educational 
and social institutions, as well as in business circles. 

Like his father, he is ardently attached to the Masonic order and 
has long paid his devotions before its sacred altars. He was made a 
Master Mason in Lodge No. 384 at Ubly, Huron county, in March, 
1888, and is a pastmaster of that lodge. At the formation of Onaway 
Lodge No. 425 he transferred his membership to it, becoming one of 
its charter members. At the present time he is the Worshipful Master 
of this lodge. He was made a Royal Arch Mason in Lebanon Chapter 
No. 125 at Bad Axe, Huron county, in 1889, but afterward dimitted to 
Thunder Bay Chapter in Alpena. He is also a Knight of Pythias, an 
Odd Fellow and a Knight of the Maccabees. 

On August 25, 1890, Mr. Snody was joined in marriage with Miss 
Ella M. Armstrong, a native of Canada and daughter of Robert and 
Margaret (McCloud) Armstrong, the former born in England and the 
latter in Scotland. The father has died but the mother is living. 
They had three sons and three daughters. Of the six children four are 
living. Mrs. Snody was the third in the order of birth. She and her 
husband have two children : Henrietta M., who is attending the Agri- 
cultural college at Lansing, and Florence E., who is going to school 
at home. 
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Peter Lecuyer. — Among the enterprising men whose depth of 
character and strict adherence to principle excite the admiration of 
their fellow citizens is Peter Lecuyer who, for the past fifteen years, 
has been successfully engaged in the general merchandise business at 
Lincoln, Alcona county, Michigan. His interests, extensive and varied, 
have ever been of such nature that, while promoting his own individual 
success, they have also advanced the general prosperity by increasing 
industrial and commercial activity. Mr. Lecuyer is strictly a self-made 
man having, through persisting effort and unflinching determination, 
built the ladder by which he has risen to affluence, 

Mr. Lecuyer was born in the Province of Ontario, Canada, on 
March 11, 1860, a son of Baptiste and Josephine (Carrier) Lecuyer, 
both of whom are now deceased, the former having been called to eter- 
nal rest about 1862 and the latter having passed away in 1883. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Baptiste Lecuyer was born but one child, Peter, the immediate 
subject of this review. He was reared to maturity in his native place, 
to the public schools of which he is indebted for early educational 
training. He immigrated to the United States in 1883, locating first 
at Bay City, where he secured employment ^in the offices of the Michi- 
gan Central Eailroad Company. For a time he maintained his home 
at Eoscommon and in 1885 he removed to Alcona, thence to Mud Junc- 
tion and finally to Lincoln. During most of this time he was section 
foreman for the U. D. & M. Eailroad. He opened his business in Lin- 
coln in 1896 and in the same has succeeded beyond all his most san- 
guine expectations. He is a dealer in general merchandise, boots and 
shoes and farm and forest products. In his political adherency he is a 
stalwart supporter of the cause of the Eepublican party and while he 
has ever manifested a deep and sincere interest in all matters of pub- 
lic import, the only public office of which he has been incumbent is 
that of village treasurer to which he was elected for the years 1907, 
1908, 1909. In a fraternal way he is a valued member of the Knights 
of the Tented Maccabees, and in their religious faith he and his wife 
believe in the doctrines of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

In the year 1893 was recorded the marriage of Mr. Lecuyer to Miss 
Emma Gallagher, a daughter of James and Mary (Crozier) Gallagher 
of Canada. To this union have been born six children whose names are 
here recorded in respective order of birth, — Eena, Irving, Howard, 
Hattie, William, and Walter, all of whom remain at the parental home. 
The subject was previously married to Miss Luella Hunt at Alcona, 
her untimely demise occurring March 16, 1890. The children of this 
union are Eaymond, who is in California, and Glenn, who is at his 
home in Lincoln, Michigan. 

Louis A. Gardner. — Crawford county figures as one of the most at- 
tractive, progressive and prosperous divisions of the state of Michigan, 
justly claiming a high order of citizenship and a spirit of enterprise 
which is certain to conserve consecutive development and marked 
advancement in the material upbuilding of this section. The county 
has been and is signally favored in the class of men who have con- 
trolled its affairs in official capacity, and in connection with its post- 
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office department the subject of this review deserves representation 
as he is now serving in the capacity of postmaster of Frederic, Craw- 
ford county, to which position he was appointed in 1910. He is also 
general manager of the mercantile establishment of the C. F. Kelly 
estate. 

Louis A. Gardner is a native of St. Lawrence county, New York, 
born on the 12th of October, 1877. He is a son of Augustus and Alice 
(McGrane) ) Gardner, both of whom were born and reared in Canada, 
whence they removed to the United States, in 1877^ location being 
made at Cheboygan, Michigan. The father turned his attention to the 
lumber business after his arrival in this state and he was a most pros- 
perous business man during his life time. To Mr. and Mrs. Augustus 
Gardner were born three children, namely, — Louis A., Edward and 
Terrance. Louis A. Gardner received his educational training in the 
public schools of Cheboygan, in the high school of which place he 
was graduated as a member of the class of 1894. After leaving school 
he became a clerk in the C. F, Kelly store at Frederic and he continued 
to fill various clerical positions until he became manager of the gen- 
eral merchandise store of €. F, Kelly, of which position he has been 
incumbent for the past three years. In his political convictions he is a 
stanch advocate of the cause of the Republican party and in 1910 he 
w^as appointed, by President Taft, to the position of postmaster of 
Frederic, in which positon he is acquitting himself most creditably. 
His unbending integrity of character, his fearlessness in the discharge 
of his duties and his appreciation of the responsibilities that devolve 
upon him are such as to make him a most acceptable incumbent, and 
his worth is widely acknowledged, while his record as a business man 
has been so honorable that he has gained the confidence and trust of 
all with whom he has been brought in contact. 

In the year 1907 was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Gardner to 
Miss Marie O'Brien, a native of Cheboygan, Michigan, and a daughter 
of Mrs. Daniel O'Brien. To Mr. and Mrs. Gardner have been born 
three children, — ^Louis, Jr., Constance and Kyron. Mr. and Mrs. Gard- 
ner are devout communicants of the Catholic church, in the different 
departments of whose work they are zealous factors. In a fraternal 
way he is affiliated with the Knights of Columbus and with the Modern 
Woodmen of America. 

John Keep. — The present able and popular incumbent of the office 
of register of deeds of Emmet county, Michigan, is John Keep, who 
has been a prominent and influential citizen at Petoskey for the past 
thirty-six years. Mr. Keep was county surveyor of this county for 
a number of years, until January, 1911, when he assumed charge of 
his new office. 

A native of Schuyler county, New York, John Keep was born on 
the 12th of August, 1842, and he is a son of Caleb and Charlotte 
(Sealey) Keep, both of whom were born in New York, the former on 
the 25th of December, 1807, and the latter on the 28th of April, 1813. 
The father was called to eternal rest in 1884 and the mother died in 
1887. Of the nine children born to them six are living at the present 
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time and concerning them the following record is here entered, — John, 
the immediate subject of this review; Caroline is the wife of C. F. 
Tabor; Martin maintains his home in the city of Toledo, Ohio; and 
Herman^ Joseph and Chauncey, all reside at Burdett, New York. 
Caleb Keep was a farmer by occupation and he passed the major por- 
tion of his active career in Schuyler county, New York, where he was 
colonel of a military regiment for many years. He was a great lover 
of fine horses. He figured prominently in public affairs in his home 
community, where he was justice of the peace for several terms. He 
was postmaster at Bennetsburg, New York, for a period of eighteen 
years. In politics he was originally an oldline Whig but later he 
transferred his allegiance to the Democratic party. The founder of 
the Keep family in America was Martin Keep, who emigrated hither 
from England in the year 1716. 

John Keep was reared among the healthful influences of the old 
homestead farm, in the work and management of which he early be- 
came associated with his father. He attended the neighboring district 
schools up to the year 1861, at which time he went to Beloit, Wiscon^ 
sin, where he lived with an uncle. Judge John M. Keep, and where he 
attended Beloit high school for a time. Eventually returning to New 
York, however, he there enlisted in Company K, Third New York 
Volunteer Infantry, in "October, 1861, for two years' service in the 
Civil war. He was a gallant and faithful soldier in the Union army 
during that period, and received his honorable discharge and was 
mustered out of service at Albany^ New York, in 1864. Immediately 
thereafter he proceeded to Michigan, settling at Grand Rapids, where, 
in the capacity of civil engineer, he helped to survey the Grand Rapids 
& Indiana Railroad. He continued to maintain his home at Grand 
Rapids up to 1869, at which time he removed to Cedar Springs, work- 
ing on the line of the Grand Rapids & Indiana Railroad up to 1873. 
In 1875 he came to Petoskey, where he was identified with railroading 
and surveying for a number of years. In 1878 he was elected county 
surveyor of Emmet county and served one term when he was appointed 
to the office of register of deeds. 

On the 13th of May, 1876, Mr. Keep was united in marriage to 
Miss Laura Cook, whose birth occurred in Ontario county, New York. 
,^[rs. Keep was summoned to eternal rest on the 6th of January, 1901, 
her loss being deeply mourned by a wide circle of affectionate friends. 
There were no children born to this union. 

In politics Mr. Keep is a Republican and in a fraternal way he is 
affiliated with Petoskey Lodge, No. 629, Benevolent & Protective Order 
of Elks. He retains a deep and abiding interest in his old comrades 
in arms and signifies the same by membership in Lombard Post, No. 
170, Grand Army of the Republic. Although Mr. Keep has attained 
to the venerable age of sixty-eight years he is still enterprising and 
active. Socially, he is genial and courteous, and the popularity that 
comes from these qualities, as coupled with the distinction that comes 
from his achievements, makes him a man among many. A thorough 
business man, a true friend, a jolly fellow and a gentleman, such will 
describe the marked characteristics of John Keep, whose sterling in- 
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tegrity and worth command to him the unalloyed confidence and esteem 
of all who know him. 

Patrick Noud. — The natural tendency of the lumber business is to 
make a man broad; perhaps it is the atmosphere of nature which 
surrounds it that has this effect upon those who engage in it, or it may 
be that the leaders in this great business, commercial and industrial 
field were naturally of the robust, energetic, expansive, enterprising 
and generous variety of human-kind. However one may account for 
the fact, the province of varied activities which includes contact with 
the invigorating forests, with the office, the mill and the stream ; with 
hardy woodsmen, raftmen and millmen, as well as with keen leaders 
in business and big-brained capitalists — that which is known by the 
modest term of lumber trade, or lumber business, has always attracted 
to itself many of the master spirits of northwestern and national de- 
velopment. 

For half a century northern Michigan has been a great sectional 
leader in the production of such masterly forces concerned with the 
progress of the north, the northwest and therefore with the United 
States as a nation; and prominent among the thorough lumbermen of 
his section of the country whose interests are not only vast in the 
Upper Peninsula but have expanded to the Pacific coast is Patrick 
Noud, of Manistee, president of the State Lumber Company, with all 
its allied interests, for nearly a quarter of a century and a representa- 
tive and honored public citizen of his home community. Mr. Noud was 
born in the lumber country of Upper Canada, January 19, 1845, and 
he had secured an invaluable experience in the essentials of the busi- 
ness — that is, he knew good lumber when he saw it — ^by the time he 
was twenty years of age, when (in 1865) he came to Manistee and 
commenced work in the dense pineries of the vicinity as a log-cutter 
and driver. Before long he was foreman of a crew and his second 
year * * over the line ' ' found him in charge of a lumber camp. Like other 
enterprising young men in his line, his next transition was to com- 
mence logging as an independent factor in the business, and from 
1873 to 1879 he was thus engaged to the mutual advantage of his 
finances and his fast-accumulating knowledge and wide practical ex- 
perience. 

In the latter year Mr. Noud made another great step toward prom- 
inence by becoming a member of the firm of Davis, Blacker and Com- 
pany in 1879, the year of its organization. When the State Lumber 
Company was founded in 1887 his standing was such that he was 
unanimously elected president of the corporation, with R. R. Blacker, 
secretary and treasurer, and M. Fay, bookkeeper and salesman. Ex- 
cept that Mr. Noud's son, Thomas J., has since become identified with 
the company as its treasurer, there has been no change in the manage- 
ment of the business, which is, however, in comparison with its original 
proportions, as a giant to an infant. Some six hundred men are now 
employed in its numerous activities, about equally divided between the 
mills and the woods. The company also owns and operates large salt 
works and an extensive retail lumber yard in St. Helen, conducted 
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under the name of the Noud Lumber Company. Of the latter Patrick 
Noud is also president, while R. P. Noud is vice-president and B. D. 
Noud, secretary, treasurer and general manager. The senior Mr. Noud 
is also president of the Noud-Kean Coal Company of Detroit and South 
Haven, of which J. J. Kean is vice-president and John F. Noud secre- 
tary and treasurer. Further, he is head of the affairs of the Manistee 
Shoe Company, of which J. 0. Nessen is vice-president, George A, Hart, 
secretary and general manager, and H. W. Marsh, treasurer ; president 
of the Mercantile Company of Wexford county, Michigan; president 
of the Chicago and South Haven Steamship Company, and largely in- 
terested in other local and Michigan enterprises. The Noud-Blacker 
Timber Company of Portland, Oregon, is also under the management 
of Patrick Noud as president, Mr. Blacker, vice-president, and Thomas 
J. Noud, secretary and treasurer. 

Patrick Noud has served as both mayor and alderman of the city of 
Manistee, and acquitted himself with characteristic decision and ability. 
He is a fraternalist of wide acquaintance and influence, being identified 
with the Knights of Columbus, the Elks and the C. M. B. A. In 1870 
he married Miss Susan A. McCurdy, and eight children were born to 
them — Thomas J. ; Mary G., wife of Dr. J. F. Kelley, of Manistee ; 
John F. ; Bernard D. ; Maud Alice ; Walter A. and Arthur, both de- 
ceased; and Reuben P., now completing a course at Notre Dame Uni- 
versity, Indiana. 

Watson F. Bisbee, who is ably filling the office of postmaster of 
Alvin, Alcona county, Michigan, has been a prominent business man 
and farmer of Iosco county for a long period of years and since 1880 
he has been a valued resident of AuSable, where he has held various 
offices of public trust and importance. Mr. Bisbee was born at London, 
province of Ontario, Canada, the date of his nativity being January 22, 
1841. He is a son of Elijah and Sarai (Foster) Bisbee, both of whom 
were born and reared in the state of Vermont, whence they removed to 
Canada about the year 1833. The father was a prominent and influen- 
tial farmer during much of his active business career and he emigrated 
with his family to Sanilac county, Michigan, in 1845, there engaging 
in agricultural pursuits and there passing the residue of his life. Mr. 
and Mrs. Elijah Bisbee became the parents of nine children, of whom 
six are now living, three being residents of Michigan. The parents 
were Baptists in their religious adherency and they died in 1857 and 
1879 respectively. 

Seventh in order of birth in a family of nine children, Watson F. 
Bisbee was five years of age at the time of his parents' removal from 
Canada to Sanilac county, this state. He completed his earlier educa- 
tional training in the public schools of Lexington, Sanilac county, and 
while a youth on the home farm he devoted considerable time to help- 
ing his father. When Civil war was precipitated upon a divided na- 
tion he showed his intrinsic patriotism to the cause of the Union by 
enlisting as a soldier in Company D, Tenth Michigan Volunteer In- 
fantry, on the 22d of October, 1861. He served as corporal and par- 
ticipated in the following battles: Corinth, Stone's River and Farm- 
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ington. In 1863 he was honorably discharged on account of disability 
and shortly after his return to Michigan he married and turned his 
energies to farming in Iosco county, eventually becoming the owner of 
a splendid estate in Mikado township. In 1880 he removed to AuSable, 
where he entered the employ of the Land Company and he continued 
to be actively identified with lumbering interests for a number of years. 
In politics he accords an unswerving allegiance to the principles and 
policies for which the Republican party stands sponsor and he has been 
honored by his fellow townsmen with many important public offices. 
He has been justice of the peace and city clerk of AuSable, has been 
county agent for the state board of corrections and charities for four- 
teen years, and he is now postmaster of Alvin, Michigan, of which lat- 
ter office he has been incumbent for the past five years, being first 
appointed thereto by President Roosevelt. He was superintendent of 
the poor for fifteen years and for two years was treasurer of Mikado 
township. In a fraternal way he is affiliated with the Grand Army of 
the Republic, the National League Veterans and Sons and the Inde- 
pendent Order of Foresters. His religious faith is in harmony with 
the tenets of the Baptist church and in all the relations of life his ex- 
emplary conduct has won to him the confidence and esteem of his fellow 
citizens. He is loyal and public-spirited and his contribution to prog- 
ress and development has ever been of the most insistent order. 

In the year 1864 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Bisbee to Miss 
Hannah J, Hamlin, who is a native of Nova Scotia, where she was reared 
and educated. To this union have been born four children, concerning 
whom the following brief data are here recorded : Nellie A. is the wife 
of Robert Rumpartl, who is engaged in the jewelry business at Au 
Sable; Frances B. married Arthur W. Vennus, of Flint, Michigan; 
Watson A. is connected with the life saving station; and Elva M. is 
deceased. 

Benjamin A. Cueny. — ^With ancestry resident for generations in 
Switzerland, the land made glorious in song and story by the heroic 
achievements of William Tell and Arnold Winkelreid, and admired 
all over the world for the freedom and lofty patriotism of its people, 
the excellence of its civil institutions and its advanced state of develop- 
ment in the matter of public improvements, Benjamin A. Cueny of 
Cheboygan has high examples for his inspiration in life. His own 
excellence and sterling worth as a citizen and his success in business 
prove that the influence of those examples has not been lost on him, 
and that, in the full measure of his opportunities and capacity, he is 
living up to them in all his daily exertions. 

Mr. Cueny is a native of Cheboygan and has passed the whole of 
his life to the present time (1911) in that city. He was born on August 
6, 1873, and is a son of Joseph J. and Josephine (Goetzmann) Cueny, 
both of whom were born in Alsace-Loraine, Switzerland, one of the prov- 
inces torn from France by Germany in 1871 by the stern arbitrament 
of war, but just across the boundary line between it and Switzerland. 
The father died in 1897 at the age of seventy-three years, the mother 
surviving him until May 13, 1911, when she was called to her final re- 
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ward. They had eight children, four of whom are living : Joseph, the 
oldest of the four ; William F., a sketch of whom appears in this w^ork ; 
Louise, and Benjamin A., the last born of the eight. 

The father came to the United States in his young manhood and 
first lived on a farm which he cultivated near the city of Madison, 
Wisconsin. A few years later he moved to Detroit in this state, where 
he was married and resided until 1869. In that year he moved his 
family to Cheboygan, where he passed the remainder of his days. 
Cheboygan was at the time of his arrival a straggling village, and 
had just begun to feel the throbbings of a larger and more ambitious 
life. Mr. Cueny, the elder, opened a grocery store, one of the first 
ever conducted in the town, and it brought him a thriving business 
with a large and active trade to the time of his death. He became 
prominent in the mercantile, political and social life of the community, 
and was influential in all phases of its activity. His political connec- 
tion was with the Democratic party and his religious affiliation with the 
Catholic church. 

The schools of Cheboygan furnished his son, Benjamin A. Cueny, 
his education, and its mercantile enterprises provided an opening for 
his employment when he was but seventeen years ol'd. At that time 
he took a position in a drug store for the purpose of learning the 
business, and he has adhered to the drug trade ever since in spite of 
strong temptations to engage in other business. He has advanced in 
his chosen line of work until he now owns a fine drug store at 403 
North Main street, which is one of the most attractive and completely 
stocked in this part of the state. 

Mr. Cueny, like his father, belongs to the Democratic party in 
political relations, but is a member of it from conviction and not by 
inheritance. He believes in its principles and does all he consistently 
can to establish them as the ruling power in the government of his city, 
county, state and country. He also has strong interest in fraternal 
organizations and firm faith in their power for good. In consequence 
of this feeling he is a zealous and appreciated working member of the 
Cheboygan lodge of Elks, the Cheboygan council of Cheboygan and the 
order of Knights of Columbus. He was married on September 22, 
1909, to Miss Beatrice Galbraith, who was born in Canada, but has 
been a resident of Michigan for eighteen years. 

George W. LaChapelle, of Harrisville, Alcona county, Michigan, 
is a son of one of the earliest pioneers in this section of the state. 
He is the only man living who has been a continuous resident of Alcona 
county or of adjacent territory thereto for the period of fifty-five 
years. Although he has now attained to the venerable age of nearly 
three score years and ten, he is wonderfully well preserved and looks 
like a man of fifty. In local politics Mr. LaChapelle has been a most 
prominent and important factor and it will be interesting to note, 
in an ensuing paragraph, the trend of his political career and the 
various offices to which he has been elected. 

At Monroe, in the county of the same name, Michigan, on the 
23d of April, 1844, occurred the birth of George W. LaChapelle. Avho 
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is a son of Francis and Margaret (O'Neil) LaChapelle, the former of 
whom was born in France and the latter in Ireland. Mr. and Mrs. 
Francis LaChapelle became the parents of seven children and of the 
number one, Joseph by name, died prior to the establishment of the 
family home in Alcona, Michigan. After their arrival in the United 
States the parents resided for a time in Cleveland, Ohio, and thence 
they came to Michigan, in 1855, at which time the father pre-empted a 
tract of eighty acres of land, to which he subsequently added two 
hundred and eighty acres more, making in all a farm of three hundred 
and sixty acres. In addition to the work of improving his holdings he 
was also interested in the cooperage business, making hundreds of 
barrels for the packing and shipping of fish. He passed to his reward 
in 1870 and his wife died in 1884. 

George W. LaChapelle was the third by birth of the seven children, 
whose names are here recorded in respective order of birth, — Edward, 
Francis, George W., Alfred, Peter J., Louis and Joseph. Of the num- 
ber three are now living, namely, — George W., of this review, Alfred 
and Peter. George W. was a lad of fifteen years of age at the time of 
his parents^ removal to Michigan and he completed his early educa- 
tional training in the common schools of Harrisville township, Alcona 
county. Thereafter he learned the carpenter's trade, with which he 
was identified for some time. He has resided in this section of the 
state since 1855 and has resided in his present home at Harrisville 
for the past forty years. He was one of the first deputy sheriffs of 
Alpena county and helped to convey the first prisoner to the Alpena 
jail, which was then located at Saginaw City. In 1870 he was elected 
the first sheriff of Alcona county, that year marking the division of 
Alcona from Alpena county. He served for two terms as sheriff; was 
register of deeds for one term; was township treasurer for two terms 
and justice of the peace for thirty-five years having been re-elected 
April 3, 1911, for four years more. He was postmaster of Harrisville 
for four years, being appointed to that position in 1893, and he was 
incumbent of a similar position at Mud Lake for two years, at the 
expiration of which time he resigned the office. He was deputy state 
game and fish warden for two years; was a member of the village 
council of Harrisville for five years; and after the town was incor- 
porated as a city, in 1905, he was elected a member of the board of 
aldermen, which office gave him a seat on the board of supervisors; 
he was highway commissioner six years and is now street commissioner. 
He was coroner for eight years. This is an enviable political career 
and it may here be stated that Mr. LaChapelle acquitted himself with 
all of honor and distinction in each of the above offices. In his political 
convictions he is a stanch supporter of the principles and policies for 
which the Republican party stands sponsor and he holds prestige as 
one of the most loyal and public-spirited men in Alcona county. He 
is deeply beloved by his fellow citizens and his entire career has heeit 
characterized by that sincere manliness of spirit so indicative of in- 
tegrity and honesty of purpose. He is a very capable man and all 
his dealings have been marked by straightforward and honorable 
methods. 
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In 1869 Mr. LaChapelle was united in marriage to Miss Bridget 
Hogne, who was born and reared in Ireland and who came to this 
country in 1847, being but four months at the time her father and his 
family came to America. To this union were born seven children, — 
Adeline, Harriet, William^ Arthur, Albert, Winfield and Myrtle. In 
their religious faith the family are devout members of the Catholic 
church. 

David A. Trumpour. — From the earliest authentic history and fish- 
ing industry has been one of peculiar and universal interest among men, 
and those who engage in it on a large scale have always been accounted 
persons of heroic spirit, willing to brave all danger, endure all hardship 
and undergo all labor that a most exacting occupation places in their lot, 
not only in order that they may succeed in a material way in their calling, 
but also to gratify the soul of daring within them, which is one of the 
most potential elements of their character, and the ruling genius of their 
lives. David A. Trumpour of Cheboygan has been connected with this 
industry from his boyhood, and has found employment in it in a number 
of places and widely varying circumstances. He was born in Wellington, 
Ontario, on February 3, 1855, and his parents, Jonathan E. and Mary A. 
(Murphy) Trumpour, were also natives of that province. Both have 
been dead for a number of years. They had ten children, of whom David 
was the third, and six of the ten are now living. The father was a 
farmer and fisherman, diligent in the pursuit of both occupations, and 
fairly successful in each. 

The paternal ancestors of the family were French Huguenots, and the 
progenitors of the American branch came to the United States ^t an early 
date and settled in the Mohawk valley in New York state. The mother 's 
forefathers were of English nativity, and also early arrivals in this coun- 
try. On each side of the house they bore their part in all the duties per- 
taining to the settlement, development and improvement of the localities 
in which they lived, each generation moving farther into the wilderness 
and helping to reduce it to subjection and productiveness. 

David A. Trumpour passed his boyhood and youth with his parents, 
assisting his father in his fishing and farming operations, and attending 
school in his native place when he could be spared from work for the pur- 
pose. In 1878, when he was twenty-three years of age, he engaged in 
fishing on his own account at Cape Vincent, New York, just where the, 
rivers of the Great Lakes enter the St. Lawrence river for the last stage 
of their long journey to the sea. He remained at Cape Vincent, pursuing 
his avocation with varying degrees of success and prosperity, until 1883, 
then changed his base of operations to Bay City in this state. For two 
years he did busines in Bay City, and in 1885 moved to Mackinaw, where 
he was in the fishery business until 1895. In that year he returned to Bay 
City, and renewed his fishing operations there, continuing them inde- 
pendently until 1899, when he sold his business to the great house of A, 
Booth & Company, and became manager of its trade in Bay City and sur- 
rounding country. He remained in charge of the interests of the com- 
pany in that locality until October, 1909, then came to Cheboygan as 
superintendent of its business in this city. Since coming to this city Mr. 
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Trumpour has reorganized the operations of the Booth Company here, 
doubling its trade in magnitude, quickening it in pace and strengthening 
it in the estimation of the business world. He has a large fleet of boats 
that go out into Lake Huron and up through the waters around the north- 
em islands on regular fishing expeditions and bring in very considerable 
supplies for the work of the company and its dealings in the markets. 
During the year 1910 the company caught in these waters and shipped 
out of Cheboygan one million and a quarter pounds of fish. 

Mr. Trumpour is a very enthusiastic member of the Masonic order, 
and has reached the thirty-second round of its mystic ladder of ascending 
progress. He is a member of Bay City Lodge Free and Accepted Masons, 
and one of its Past Masters ; a member of Blanchard Chapter, Royal Arch 
Masons ; a Past Eminent Commander of Bay City Commandery Knights 
Templar, and a member of Bay City Consistory, thirty-second degree 
Masons. He also belongs to Elf Khurafel Temple, Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine, Saginaw Eastern Star. Just at this time (1911) he is the Emi- 
nent Commander of the newly organized Cheboygan Commandery of 
Ejiights Templar No. 50. In other fraternities he holds membership in 
the Cheboygan lodges of Odd Fellows and Elks. 

On February 20, 1877, when he was but twenty-two years old, Mr. 
Trumpour was married to Miss Hulda Esselstyn, who is a native of Cape 
Vincent, New York, and the daughter of John B. and Phebe (Anthony) 
Esselstyn, also natives of New York state, where the mother died a num- 
ber of years ago and the father is still living. Mrs. Trumpour was the 
first born of their four children, all of whom are living. She knows her 
family record back to the time when the founders of the American branch 
of the family came to this country as emigrants from Holland in early 
colonial days. Some of her forefathers fought under Washington in the 
Revolutionary war, and felt the great commander and patriot lean on 
them firmly for support. This entitles her and her daughter Mae to 
membership in the organization of Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion. Col. John B. Esselstyn was her grandfather, and some of her an- 
cestors were among the first settlers at Cape Vincent, New York. She 
and her husband are parents of three children, two of whom are living : 
Mae E., who is a teacher of domestic science and has taught at Asheville, 
North Carolina, two years, and also in the public schools of Cheboygan ; 
and Harold E., who is now a student in the high school. Another son, 
named J. Albert, died at the age of two and one-half years. 

Charles A. Sweet, M. D.— Reputed one of the most skillful and able 
physicians and surgeons of Charlevoix county, Charles A. Sweet, M. D., 
of East Jordan, has met with distinguished success in his professional 
career, and has attained a high position not only as a talented and accom- 
plished practitioner, but as one of the most popular and esteemed citizens 
of his community. He was born, in July, 1860, at Marshall, Michigan, 
a son of William A. and Mary (Farrar) Sweet, loyal and patriotic peo- 
ple, who had one or more sons that served as soldiers in the Civil war. 

Having completed the course of study in the schools of Marshall, 
Charles A. Sweet engaged in business with his brothers in Carson City, 
Michigan, where he subsequently began the study of medicine with Dr.' 
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J. Tennant, remaining in his office for two years. In 1883 he entered 
the Illinois Medical University, at Chicago, where he was graduated in 
1887, with an honorable record for good scholarship. Returning to 
Montcalm county, Dr. Sweet was engaged in the practice of medicine 
at Crystal for ten years, meeting with success from the start. In 1897 
he established himself at East Jordan, where he has met with genuine 
success as one of the foremost physicians of this part of the state, hav- 
ing an extended and remunerative patronage. 

Enterprising and progressive, keeping up to the times in regard to the 
more modern methods of medical and surgical work, Dr. Sweet has one of 
the finest equipped offices in Charlevoix county, his suite of rooms con- 
taining a well- furnished reception hall ; an examination room ; a labora- 
tory, in which is his prescription ca^e and drug department, the latter 
being as well filled with drugs as many drug stores; and an operating 
room, which is equipped with all the modern and most approved appli- 
ances used in surgery. 

The doctor has served as health officer of East Jordan, and as county 
coroner ; he is a member of the United States Pension Board for his dis- 
trict, and has been acting president of the board for six years ; he belongs 
to the Charlevoix County Medical Association, and takes great interest in 
its affairs. He is liberal in his religious views, and in politics is a Re- 
publican. Fraternally the Doctor belongs to the Ancient and Accepted 
Order of Masons ; to the Knights of the Maccabees ; to the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows ; to the Modern Woodmen of America ; and to the 
Independent Order of Foresters. His wife is a member of the Order of 
the Eastern Star; of the Daughters of Rebekah; and of the Royal 
Neighbors. 

Dr. Sweet has been twice married. He married first Alta Throop, of 
Crystal, Michigan, who bore him one child. She died in 1891, in early 
womanhood. Dr. Sweet married second, in September, 1892, Nellie Scott, 
of Crystal. She was bom in Montcalm county, Michigan, a daughter 
of Orlando and Ella Scott. The Doctor and Mrs. Sweet have four chil- 
dren, namely : Mildred, born in 1894 ; Carlton, bom in 1900 ; Elizabeth, 
born in 1906 ; and Gordon, whose birth occurred in 1908. 

Wellington J. Conover, M. D. — Although still to be counted among 
the young physicians, Dr. Wellington J. Conover has found it within 
his province to attain marked distinction in Evart and the county as an 
able representative of the profession to which he has elected to devote 
his life and energies. The birth of this gentleman occurred in Leaming- 
ton, Ontario, Canada, November 10, 1876, his parents being Albert and 
June (Selkirk) Conover. The father was a native of New Hampshire, 
but through his mother Dr. Conover comes into contact with the land 
of ''Hills and Heather,'' for it was in the historic old town of Edin- 
burg, Scotland, that June (Selkirk) Conover first opened her young 
eyes. The father died when a comparatively young man at Liverpool, 
England, but the mother survived until the age of sixty, her death 
occurring in the year 1905, in Flint, Michigan. She came to this coun- 
try in 1890. She and her husband were married at Leamington, in 
1869. The union of this worthy couple was blessed by the birth of three 
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sons, one of whom died at the age of about three years. Another, 
Dr. Thadeous Sidney, is a specialist in nose and throat diseases at Flint, 
Michigan. 

Wellington J. Conover is the second son of his parents. He was 
reared in Canada, where his father was engaged in the occupation of 
a farmer, and it was while in the old country engaged in traveling that 
his untimely demise occurred. Shortly after this, when Dr. Conover 
was a lad of about fourteen years, the family removed from Canada to 
Tustin, Osceola county, Michigan. He had already received a good com- 
mon-school education, and he now completed the educational advan- 
tages offered by the state, graduating from the Tustin high school. An 
inclination to adopt the medical profession as his own had meantime 
taken form, and young Conover went to Detroit, where he enrolled among 
the students of the Detroit Medical College, studying there for two years. 
His preparation for his profession was concluded in the Medical Col- 
lege of Milwaukee, his graduation from that institution taking place in 
the year 1900. 

Fully equipped for his life work Dr. Conover looked about him for 
a suitable location and his choice fell upon Evart and here for more 
than a decade he has engaged in a constantly growing practice, which 
extends to the surrounding country as well as to the town in which the 
Doctor's interests are centred. He is identified with several of the or- 
ganizations calculated to advance the unity of the fraternity, holding 
membership in the American Medical Association and the Osceola 
County Medical Society among others, and he is likewise popular in the 
ranks of the Knights of Pythias. 

On the first day of September, 1909, Dr. Conover was united in 
marriage to Miss Gertrude Postal, daughter of Frank S. and Ellen 
(Wright) Postal, further mention of whom is contained on other pages 
of this work. Mrs. Conover is a native of Michigan. 

Benjamin D. Ashton, M. D. — For nearly half a century was Dr. 
Ashton engaged in the active practice of his profession in Ohio and in 
Traverse City, Michigan, to which place he came in 1862. He retired 
from professional life in 1900 and afterward lived in the enjoyment of 
former years of earnest toil and endeavor. He died on the 7th of August, 
1908, at the age of seventy-nine years. 

Dr. Benjamin D. Ashton was bom in Clermont county, Ohio, on the 
15th of September, 1828, a son of Thomas H. Ashton, whose birth occur- 
red in Bucks county, Pennsylvania, in 1797. The father was a farmer by 
occupation and when a mere child he accompanied his parents on their re- 
moval to Ohio, settlement being made in Clermont county. After attain- 
ing to years of maturity he married Miss Elizabeth Cramer, who was 
bom in Trenton, New Jersey, in 1800. She came to Clermont county, 
Ohio, as a child and there was reared and educated. Of the children born 
to this union but four grew to maturity, — Rachel, who lived to the age of 
seventy-six years, Benjamin D., the immediate subject of this review; 
William, who was a gallant soldier in the war of the rebellion, lived to the 
age of about sixty-eight years but was sorely afflicted with rheumatism 
for many years prior to his death ; and Elizabeth is the widow of George 
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Brechbill and resides in Nebraska. Thomas H. Ashton was snmmouned 
to the life eternal in 1888, at the patriarchial age of ninety-two years, his 
wife having passed away in 1879, at the age of seventy-nine years. 

To the common schools of Clermont and Brown counties, Ohio, Dr. 
Ashton is indebted for his preliminary educational training, which was 
later supplemented by a course of study in the Franklin Institute, at Fe- 
licity, Ohio, in which well ordered school he was graduated with honors. 
Thereafter he was engaged in teaching school for a number of terms, 
meanwhile devoting his spare time to the study of medicine. In prepara- 
tion for his life work he entered the office of Dr. Edenfield, of Fayette- 
ville, Ohio, under whose able preceptorship he made rapid advancement. 
He next entered the Ohio Medical College, at Cleveland, Ohio, in which 
he was graduated as a member of the class of 1855, duly receiving his de- 
gree of Doctor of Medicine. Returning to Fayetteville, he entered into 
partnership with his former instructor, Dr. Edenfield, but this mutually 
agreeable alliance lasted only about six months, being terminated by the 
sudden death of the senior member of the firm. Dr. Ashton then went to 
Defiance, Ohio, where he built up a large and lucrative practice and 
where he continued to reside for the ensuing seven years. In 1862, how- 
ever, he severed his connections at Defiance and immigrated to Michigan, 
locating in Traverse City, where he lived during the long intervening 
years to his death. Here he rapidly gained prestige as one of the leading 
physicians and surgeons in Grand Traverse county, where his eminent 
success was on a parity with his well directed endeavors. In 1900, feel- 
ing the weight of increasing years, he retired from active practice, and 
afterward did but little in a medical way. 

Dr. Ashton was originally an old-line Whig in his political proclivi- 
ties, later he became a Pree-soiler and at the time of the organization of 
the Republican party, in 1858, he transferred his allegiance thereto, ever 
afterward continuing a staunch advocate of the principles of that party. 
He held the office of pension examiner almost continuously after the close 
of the war. In 1887-8 he represented Grand Traverse county in the lower 
house of the State Legislature, having been elected to that office in 1886. 
In religious matters he was a devout Christian, but was not formally con- 
nected with any religious denomination, although he attended the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church. In a fraternal way he affiliated with the Indepen- 
dent Order of Odd Fellows, with which he had been connected since 1850. 
On the 7th of May, 1856, at Defiance, Ohio, was recorded the mar- 
riage of Dr. Ashton to Miss Margaret P. Lackey, a native of Lebanon, 
Ohio, her birth having occurred January 19, 1839. She was a daughter of 
John and Mary (Stites) Lackey, who removed to Defiance, Ohio, when 
Margaret was a child of but five years of age. There she was reared and 
educated and there occurred her marriage to Dr. Ashton. To John and 
Mary Lackey were born two children, — Charles P., who was a clerk in a 
general store at Defiance, Ohio, at the outbeak of the Civil war, entered 
the Union army as a soldier, served during the war until its close and 
passed to the life eternal in 1888 ; and Margaret P., who married Dr. 
Ashton. Dr. and Mrs. Ashton became parents of three children, — Benja- 
min F., born April 27, 1857, was married but died without issue, his 
widow now being a resident of Florida. Charles W., bom December 14, 
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1857, is chief of the police department at Traverse City, He married 
Mary A. Haviland and they have four children, Laura E., Charles J., 
John D. and Herbert. Edwin L., bom April 11, 1861, is a prominent 
dentist in Traverse City. He married Eva Hobbs and they have four 
children, Benjamin R., Frank E., Seth H. and Clarence. 

Edwin L. Ashton, D. D. S. — The world instinctively pays deference 
to the man whose success has been worthily achieved and whose promi- 
nence is not the less the result of an irreproachable life than of natural 
talents and acquired ability in the field of his chosen labor. Dr. Ashton oc- 
cupies a position of distinction as a representative of the dental profession 
at Traverse City, Grand Traverse county, Michigan, and the best evidence 
of his capability in his chosen line of work is the large patronage which 
is accorded him. It is a well known fact that a great percentage of 
those who enter business life meet with failure or only a limited measure 
of success. This. is usually due to one or more of several causes — super- 
ficial preparation, lack of close application or an unwise choice in select- 
ing a vocation for which one is not fitted. The reverse of all this has 
entered into the success and prominence which Dr. Ashton has gained. 
His equipment for the profession was unusually good and he has con- 
tinually extended the scope of his labors through the added efficiency 
that comes from keeping in touch with the marked advancement that has 
been made by the members of the dental fraternity in the last quarter of 
a century. 

Dr. Edwin L. Ashton is a native son of the state of Ohio, his birth 
having occurred in Defiance, that state, on the 11th of April, 1861. He 
is a son of Dr. Benjamin D. Ashton, who was bom and reared in Ohio. 
Dr. Benjamin D. Ashton married Margaret P. Lackey and this union 
was prolific of three children, concerning whom the following brief data 
are here inserted, — Benjamin F. died without issue, in 1887 ; Charles W. 
is chief of the police department in Traverse City ; and Edwin L. is the 
subject of this sketch. Concei:ning the career of Dr. B. D. Ashton a 
sketch appears elsewhere in this volume, so that further data are not 
deemed necessary at this point. 

Dr. Ashton, whose name initiates this review, was an infant at the 
time of his parents' removal to Michigan, in 1862, and he is indebted to 
the public schools of Traverse City for his early educational discipline. 
In 1880 he was matriculated in the University of Michigan, at Ann 
Arbor, and thereafter he entered the Ohio Dental College, at Cincinnati, 
Ohio, in which he was graduated in 1882, duly receiving the degree of 
Doctor of Dental Surgery. Immediately after graduation he returned 
to Traverse City, where he inaugurated the practice of his profession 
and where he now controls a large and representative patronage. In 
connection with the work of his profession he is a valued and appre- 
ciative member of the Michigan State Dental Society, the Western Michi- 
gan Dental Society, and was president of the Northern Michigan Dental 
Society for two years. He is also affiliated with various fraternal and 
social organizations of a local character and in his political convictions 
he is a stalwart in the ranks of the Republican party. "While he has 
never manifested aught of ambition for political preferment of any de- 



HISTORY OP NORTHERN MICHIGAN 1001 

seription he is alert and enthusiastieally in sympathy with all measures 
projected for the good of the community and he holds a secure vantage 
ground in the esteem of his fellow men. 

On the 11th of November, 1885, Dr. Ashton was united in marriage 
to Miss Eva Hobbs, who was born in Unadilla, Livingston county, Michi- 
gan, and who is a daughter of Eoland and Sarah (Holems) Hobbs. Her 
parents were both born in England, whence they emigrated to America 
about the year 1860. The father was a miller by occupation, and he is 
deceased. His cherished and devoted wife died in 1888. Mrs. Ashton 
was the third in order of birth of the five children born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Roland Hobbs and she grew up in her native place, where she received 
a liberal public-school education. Dr. and Mrs. Ashton have four chil- 
dren, whose names are here entered in respective order of birth, — Benja- 
min R., Frank E., Seth H. and Clarence. In her religious faith Mrs. 
Ashton is a zealous member of the Baptist church, to whose charities and 
benevolences she has ever been a generous contributor. 

Edwin S. Pratt. — He whose name initiates this review may well be 
designated the dean of the bar of Grand Traverse county, as he has been 
actively engaged in the practice of his profession in Traverse City for 
more than forty years and has gained recognition as one of the able and 
versatile lawyers of his native state, with whose annals the family name 
has been identified since 1837, the year which marked the admission of 
Michigan to the Union. Mr. Pratt is one of the representative citizens of 
Traverse City, and has been closely identified with the development and 
upbuilding of this favored section of the state — a section in which he is 
numbered among the well known and highly honored pioneer citizens. 

On the homestead farm of his father in Deerfield township, Living- 
ston county, Michigan, Edward S. Pratt was born on the 23d of April, 
1844. He is a son of James and Clarissa (Thompson) Pratt, the former 
of whom was born in the state of New^ York, in 1802, and the latter of 
whom was a native of Maine, where she was born in the year 1810, both 
having been representatives of families that were founded in New Eng- 
land in the Colonial epoch of our national history. James Pratt passed 
the closing years of his life in Fentonville, Genesee county, a village 
located not far distant from his old homestead farm, in the the adjoin- 
ing county of Livingston, and his death occurred in the year 1881. His 
widow long survived him and died at Fentonville in 1906, at the very 
venerable age of ninety-six years. She was undoubtedly the oldest 
woman in the state at the time when she was summoned to the life eter- 
nal, and her memory compassed virtually the entire period of the history 
of this commonwealth as one of the sovereign states of the Union. Of 
the four children three are living, — John, who is a resident of Colorado ; 
Edwin S., to whom this sketch is dedicated; and Jay F., who is a repre- 
sentative agriculturist of Genesee county, Michigan. 

James Pratt was reared to maturity in his native state and as a 
yonng man he showed his courage and ambition by numbering himself 
among the pioneers of Michigan, which was then considered upon the 
very frontier of civilization. He came to this state in 1837, the year in 
which it was admitted to the Union, and first located in Washtenaw 
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county, whence he later removed to Deerfield township, Livingston 
county, where he secured a tract of land and literally hewed out a farm 
in the midst of the virgin wilds. He and his noble wife endured the full 
tension of the pioneer epoch and did well their part in connection with 
the industrial and social development of the state, as both were persons 
of superior mentality and of sterling character. James Pratt was a 
leader in thought and action in the pioneer community and was long 
numbered among the prominent and influential citizens of Livingston 
county. He brought his farm under effective cultivation and was inde- 
fatigable in his efforts, which were directed with excellent judgment and 
along progressive lines. He was originally a Whig and later a Republi- 
can in politics and was called upon to serve in various township offices. 
He was aflSliated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and his 
wife was a zealous member of the Congregational church. 

Edwin S. Pratt was reared to the sturdy discipline of the pioneer 
farm and in addition to availing himself of the advantages of the dis- 
trict schools he also attended the public schools of the village of Fen- 
tonville, now known a^ Fenton. The arduous labors and monotonous 
routine of the farm did not satisfy his ambition or predilections, and he 
thus determined to prepare himself for the legal profession. After pre- 
liminary study under private preceptorship he entered the law depart- 
ment of the University of Michigan, in which he was graduated as a 
member of the class of 1866, and from which he received his well earned 
degree of Bachelor of Laws. He was duly admitted to the bar of hisi 
native state and on the 22d of May, 1866, he located in Traverse City, 
which was then a mere lumbering village. Here he has been engaged in 
the successful practice of his profession during the long intervening 
years, within which he has been identified with much important litiga- 
tion in the courts of this section of the state and has retained a clientage 
of distinctively representative order. In 1877 he entered into a profes- 
sional partnership with Harry C. Davis, who has continued his able and 
honored coadjutor during the long interval of more than thirty years — 
an alliance cemented by mutual esteem and appreciation. The firm has 
an extensive and important practice, which extends into the supreme 
court of the state and also into the United States supreme court. 

Mr. Pratt has long held a commanding position at the bar of Grand 
Traverse county and in the earlier years of his practice in this county 
he served one term as its prosecuting attorney, besides which he held 
the office of circuit court commissioner for some time. He gave his al- 
legiance to the Republican partj until 1872, when he transferred his 
support to the newly-organized Greenback party, in which he labored ef- 
fectively in behalf of its presidential candidate, Horace Greeley. He 
thus showed the courage of his honest convictions, and he has ever been 
well fortified in his opinions as to matters of economic and political im- 
port. After the extinction of the Greenback party he transferred his 
allegiance to the Democratic cause, of which he has since continued a 
staunch advocate. In 1880 he wa^ the nominee of the Democratic party 
for representative of the Ninth district of Michigan in Congress. He 
made a strenuous and brilliant campaign, in which his opponent was 
Hon. Jay Hubbell, a man of strength and popularity, but he was unable, 
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as he anticipated, to overcome the large and normal Republican majority 
in his district, though he greatly reduced the same. At the time' the 
usual Republican majority in the district was fully ten thousand. The 
judicial circuit of which Grand Traverse county is a part gives under 
regular conditions an average Republican majority of about six thou- 
sand votes, and on each of the two occasions on which Mr. Pratt has ap- 
peared as Democratic candidate for circuit judge he has carried his 
home county, despite the fact that its normal Republican majority is 
eight hundred. His personal popularity in his judicial circuit was sig- 
nificantly shown on the occasion of his last campaign for the office of 
circuit judge, in 1898, when he reduced the Republican majority in the 
circuit from one thousand to barely two hundred, — a noteworthy testi- 
monial to the public appreciation of his ability and personal integrity. 
He has exemplified at all times the utmost public spirit and has been ex- 
ponent of the highest civic ideals, so that his influence and co-operation 
have naturally been given to those measures and enterprises that have 
tended to conserve the material and social advancement and prosperity 
of his home city and county. He finds measurable respite from the cares 
and exactions of his profession by giving a general supervision to his fine 
farm of eighty acres, lying adjacent to Traverse City on the west. Here 
he gives special attention to fruit culture and to the raising of high- 
grade stock. He has incidentally done much to advance the industry of 
breeding fine horses and cattle in this section, and has also shown the 
possibilities for successful culture of fruit, a line of enterprise that now 
constitutes one of the important industries of Grand Traverse and ad- 
joining counties. 

Mr. Pratt has been identified with the time-honored IMasonic fra- 
ternity since 1870 and is one of the charter members of Traverse City 
Lodge No. 222, Free & Accepted Masons, of which he is a past master, 
having been one of the first to be called to this office in the lodge. Both 
he and his wife hold church membership. 

On the 13th of August, 1869, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. 
Pratt to Miss Ada K. Sprague, who was born in Dexter, Michigan, and 
who is a daughter of Joseph W. and Mary Elvira (Lyons) Sprague, both 
of whom were born in New England. They came to Michigan at an 
early day and the closing years of their lives were passed in Dexter and 
Traverse City. They are survived by three children, — Elvin L., who is a 
representative citizen of Traverse City, and who was the author of a 
most interesting and valuable history of Grand Traverse and Leelanau 
counties, Michigan, published in 1903; Esther H., who was the wife of 
Reuben Hatch, of Grand Rapids, this state ; and Ada K., who is the wife 
of the subject of this review. Mr. and Mrs. Pratt became the parents 
of these children : Louis A. is in the advertising business, and resides in 
Detroit; Winifred E. is the wife of Elmer E. White, of Traverse City; 
and E. Sprague is in Los Angeles, California. 

Ralph C. Smith, M. D. — A representative physician and surgeon at 
Harrisville, Alcona county, Michigan, and one who has, through the 
means of his profession, been the instigator of much good in both a pub- 
lic and a private way, is Dr. Ralph C. Smith, who has here resided since 
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1907. Dr. Smith was born in Saint Clair county, Michigan, on the 27th 
of June, 1867, and he is a son of Dyransel and Alydia (Crable) Smith, 
the former of whom was born in New York State and the latter at 
Algonac, Michigan. The family removed to northern Michigan, in 1869, 
location being made at Alpena. The father was a lumber-mill man, 
whose business it was to look after the filing of the saws, a very responsi- 
ble position, as the output of the mill depends, in large degree, on the 
condition of the saws. The father did not live long after establishing 
his home at Alpena, his death having occurred in the same year, 1869. 
The widow and mother long survived her honored husband and she was 
summoned to the life eternal, in 1907, at the age of sixty-six years. The 
only children born to Mr. and Mrs. Dyransel Smith were Ralph C. of 
this review, and Herbert, who died in infancy. 

Dr. Smith was reared and educated in Alpena, where he was grad- 
uated in the local high school. He received his medical training in the 
Detroit Medical College, in which excellent institution he was graduat- 
ed as a member of the class of 1904, duly receiving his well earned de- 
gree of Doctor of Medicine. He began the active practice of his profes- 
sion at Spruce, Alcona county, where he remained for a period of two 
years, at the expiration of which, in 1907, he came to Harrisville, where 
he has ingratiated himself in the hearts of his patrons and where he is 
recognized as a practitioner of decided ability and excellent equip- 
ment. In his political convictions he accords an uncompromising al- 
legiance to the principles of the Republican party and while he has 
never had time nor desire for political preferment of any description 
he is always on the qui vive to do all in his power for the advancement 
of the community. In addition to membership in various professional 
organizations he is also affiliated with Harrisville Lodge, Free & Ac- 
cepted Masons, and with the local lodge of the Knights of Pythias. 

His unflagging energy and deep and abiding interest in all depart- 
ments of hea;lth and sanitation as combined with that broad human 
sympathy which ever characterizes a stanch devotee of the medical 
profession has endeared Dr. Smith in the esteem of his fellow citizens. 

In the year 1905 was celebrated the marriage of Dr. Smith to Miss 
May Collins, who was born and reared at Forestville and who is a 
daughter of Richard and Mary Collins, long representative citizens of 
Michigan. Dr. and Mrs. Smith have no children. They are prominent 
and influential in the best social activities of the community. 

Robert A. Risk, M. D. — A young physician of ability and prom- 
inence, Robert A. Risk, M. D., of East Jordan, is fast winning for 
himself an honorable name in the medical fraternity of Charlevoix 
county, his wisdom and skill in dealing with difficult cases having 
gained * for him the confidence of the entire community in which he 
resides. He was born, February 24, 1881, at Brooke, Lambton county, 
Ontario, Canada, where his paternal grandparents settled on coming 
to America from Scotland, in 1811. His parents, John J. and Rebecca 
J. Risk, were born, reared, and married in Canada, but about 1895 
migrated to Michigan, locating at Mackinaw City, where his father 
continued his occupation of a cheese maker. 
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Living in Ontario until fourteen years of age, Robert A. Risk there 
obtained his rudimentary education. After coming to Michigan, he 
attended the Mackinaw High School three years, and the Ferris In- 
stitute one year. In 1899 he began reading medicine in the office of 
Dr. Brown, one of the leading physicians of Mackinaw, and in the 
fall of 1900 entered the Detroit College of Medicine, from which he 
was graduated with the class of 1904. Locating immediately at 
Pellston, Michigan, Dr. Risk remained there nearly five years, gaining 
valuable experience, and meeting with success in his professional work. 
In July, 1908, the doctor opened an office in East Jordan, and has 
here established a large practice which occupies his entire time and 
attention, his office during office hours being one of the busiest places 
in East Jordan, numerous patients awaiting their turn to consult 
him. 

Dr. Risk married^ August 10, 1906, Grace E. Owens, who was born 
at Bellaire, Michigan, August 7, 1883, a daughter of Samuel B. and 
Dixie (Clark) Owens. Mr. Owens was a travelling salesman in his 
earlier career, representing a shoe house until his marriage, when he 
embarked in mercantile pursuits at Bellaire, where he was likewise 
postmaster during Cleveland's administration. The Doctor and Mrs. 
Risk have one child, Robert Owen, born October 23, 1907. Dr. Risk is 
one of the county physicians. Fraternally he belongs to the Ancient 
Free and Accepted Order of Masons, and to the Knights of Pythias. 
Mrs. Risk is a member of the Order of the Eastern Star, and of the 
Pythian Sisters. 

Capt. Edward A. Bouchard. — This remarkable man, whose late 
career covers a period of fifty-one years, is an honored citizen of 
Cheboygan, Michigan, and now occupies the office of justice of the 
peace. He is a man of very unusual vitality and retentive memory; 
and one may truly say that he is a natural sailor, as he was born on 
board the schooner Supply, just off Green Island, in Green bay, on 
December 1, 1836. Eli Bouchard^ his father, was master of the Supply 
at the time this event occurred, and reached Green bay just before the 
close of navigation for the season. 

The father was a native of Nova Scotia, and came to the United 
States in 1822. He was a ship carpenter and owned and sailed vessels 
on the Atlantic ocean. On one occasion he had a cargo which the 
Nova Scotia authorities suspected him of smuggling into their country, 
and they seized his vessel at night. But Captain Eli Bouchard was not 
a man who would submit to an injustice tamely. He recaptured his 
vessel, took it to Quebec, and in that city sold both it and its cargo. 
He then went to Nantucket, Massachusetts, and shipped from there on 
a whaling voyage to the Arctic ocean. The vessel in which he shipped 
was wrecked off the coast of Labrador, and all the members of the 
crew except Captain Bouchard and one other lost their lives. After 
wandering about for five days, in which he and his companion suffered 
great hardships, they arrived at a fort, where their needs were sup- 
plied. They then enlisted at Hudson bay in the service of the British 
North Americai. Fur Company, and during the next five years worked 
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for it as voyagers, trading with the Indians. In this experience they 
had many thrilling adventures. On leaving the service of the fur 
company the two wanderers went to Sault S'te. Marie by way of the 
north shore of Lake Superior, and from there to Mackinac Island. 
Here they found the schooner Supply in course of construction and 
completed it, after which Captain Bouchard was appointed master of 
the schooner. It was at this time that he was married to Miss Josetti 
Champagne, a native of the island. She died at Green Bay, Wisconsin, 
in 1845, having, during her married life, became the mother of seven 
children, four of whom are living. In 1836, while sailing the schooner 
Supply, Captain Eli Bouchard discovered Spectacle reef, and two years 
later Whaleback reef, in Green bay. He passed about thirty years in 
the government revenue service as pilot on the Erie, the Ingham and 
the Issi Tousey and died in 1878 on Long Island, New York, while on 
a visit to one of his brothers. Six of his seven children were sons, 
and all of them followed the sea. Simon, the first born, was a lake 
captain for many years. He is now living retired at Manistique in 
this state. Eli was also a lake captain for a time, but enlisted in the 
Union army at the beginning of the Civil war. He was first enrolled in 
the Fifth Michigan Volunteer Cavalry and afterward transferred to 
the Seventh regiment in the same branch of the service. While in this 
regiment^ of which General Alger was then the colonel, he was killed 
at Trevilians Station, Virginia, in October, 1864. Remy was the third 
son. He, too, commanded many a stately craft on the lakes, but lived 
retired for a number of years at Naubinway, Michigan, where he died 
on March 23, 1911. Joseph, the fourth in the order of birth, passed all 
of his mature years on the lakes as a captain, and died at Green Bay, 
Wisconsin, in 1879. Oliver, the only other son besides Capt. Edward 
A,, sailed the lakes a few years as commander of vessels. He is now 
living at Naubinway in this state. Mary, the only daughter born in 
the family, is the wife of Louis Preville, and lives in Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin. 

Capt. Edward A. Bouchard, the youngest son and child of his 
parents, received his primary education in the public schools in Mack- 
inac. He continued his scholastic training in a higher institution of 
learning at Twinsburg, Ohio, and completed it at Hiram College, where 
our martyred President, James A. Garfield, was a pupil at the same 
time. While attending college he sailed in the summer months on ' 
the schooner Active and the brig Rocky Mountain as forecastle boy, 
and also on other boats in other positions. He next became second 
mate on the bark E. C. L. under command of Capt. S. A. Crook, and 
closed the season of 1858 on the schooner Palmetto, of which he was 
made second mate the following season. In 1860 he was appointed 
mate of the schooner Albatross, and when the Civil war began in 1861, 
enlisted in the three months' service in defense of the Union. On 
July 7, that year, he joined the United States navy, enlisting in Chicago. 
He was assigned to the Hartford, the flag-ship df Admiral Parragut, 
who was in command of the West Gulf squadron, and on that historic 
vessel participated in the capture of forts Jackson and San Phillippe 
and the city of New Orleans. In the last of these engagements he was 
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one of the squad of seamen who landed to haul down the Confederate 
flag and hoist Old Glory in its place. After the capture of the city he 
went with his ship up the Mississippi river in the perilous feat of pass- 
ing the Confederate batteries, and on August 5, 1864, took part in the 
battle of Mobile, Alabama. After this he was transferred to the double- 
turreted monitor Kickapoo, on which he served to the close of the war. 
The Kickapoo was in at the capture of Mobile and the Spanish fort, 
being the first of the Federal vessels to reach the city. She was under 
the command of Lieutenant Commander Maurice P. Jones, a grand 
nephew of Admiral John Paul Jones, the great naval hero of the 
American Revolution. 

Captain Bouchard was honorably discharged from the navy at New 
Orleans on July 27, 1865, holding at the time the rank of surgeon's 
steward in charge. After receiving his discharge he returned to Mack- 
inaw by way of Chicago, and in the spring of 1866 was appointed 
master of the screw schooner U. S. Grant. During the next three 
seasons he sailed the schooner Frances Adah, and followed these with 
three as captain of the steamer Islander trading along the north shore 
of Lake Michigan and on Georgian and Green bays. In 1873 he sailed 
the passenger steamer Grace Dormer, which was destroyed by fire on 
July 3d, her mate losing his life in the disaster. The captain closed 
this season as master of the Islander. The next spring he was appointed 
master of the steamer Kittie Reed, in 1875 mate of the lake tug Le- 
viathan, and in 1876 mate and pilot of the steamer Norman running on 
Lake Superior in the service of Messrs. Leopold and Austrian. In 1877 
he was mate and pilot of the steamer Passaic on Green bay, and in 1878 
master of the Conisteo on the same line. In 1879, as master of the 
steamer Mary, he helped to establish the inland water route between 
Cheboygan and Petoskey. He closed the season on the steamer Van 
Raalte, on which he remained throughout the two succeeding seasons 
on the route to Manistique. 

The next season and the one after it the captain commanded the 
steamer Messenger running to Manistique and in 1884 to Chicago. 
In 1885 he again took charge of the Van Raalte, then running between 
Harbor Springs and Manistique, and during the season of 1886 he 
was mate of the wrecker Leviathan. In 1887 he was once more master 
of the steamer Van Raalte, and in 1888 was in command of the Lew4s 
Cummings. 

By this time the captain desired a more settled home on shore, and, 
in the year last mentioned, located in Cheboygan. He' was then 
appointed city marshal, and filled the office two years. During the 
first year of his incumbency he was shot through the head in an attempt 
to arrest a notorious malefactor in the city. The villian had a thirty- 
eight caliber revolver, and Captain Bouchard courageously sprang over 
the bar of the saloon in which his quarry was standing at bay to dis- 
arm him, but in the act the heel of his boot caught on a shelf behind 
the bar, and he fell to the floor. Before he could rise the desperado 
put the revolver to his head and sent the bullet crashing through it 
into the floor. The criminal was finally shot to death, and the captain 
walked to his home, but for months afterward he lingered between life 
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and death. At the end of his term as city marshal in 1890 Captain 
Bouchard was appointed superintendent of the Cheboygan shipyard, 
which was engaged principally in repair work, and in the autumn of 
that year he was made master of the tug Duncan City, which he sailed 
until 1896. The next spring he became master of the steamer Islander, 
and kept control of her until July 31, 1897, thus rounding out fifty- 
one full years of active life on the lakes. 

In the spring election that year he was elected a justice of the peace 
on the Republican ticket, being the only candidate on that ticket who 
was successful. He has been re-elected to this office three times and is 
now serving his fourth term, having been chosen without opposition at 
each election. His services in the office have given the people great 
satisfaction, as his duties have been performed with intelligence and 
integrity, and with an eye single to the peace and good order of the 
community and 'the substantial benefit of all its inhabitants. 

The captain has been long and actively connected with the fraternal 
and social life of the city and county of Cheboygan. He is a member 
and Past Commander of Ruddock Post No. 224, Grand Army of the 
Republic; belongs to Tent No. 69, Knights of the Maccabees; Temple 
Lodge No. 331, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of which he is a 
Past Noble Grand; and of the Ship Master's Association carrying pen- 
nant No. 823. His membership in them is a credit to these fraternal 
societies, and is highly valued by all their other members and every- 
body interested in them. 

Three times has the gallant captain bowed beneath the flowery yoke 
of Eros. His first marriage was with Miss Mary Taylor, a daughter of 
James A. and Sarah (Williams) Taylor, and took place on May 9, 
1859. Of the four children born of this union only one is living, Emma 
J., the first born, who is the wife of Joshua Parrein. Cora 0., who was 
the wife of Hugh Hoban, is deceased. Jessie Mabel died in 1883, and 
the one son, David Farragut, died in early life. Their mother died in 
1878, and in January, 1879, the father was united with Miss Julienne 
Matevier, who died on March 11, 1887. On January 22, 1890, the 
captain solemnized his third marriage, which joined him with Miss 
Carrie Dent. He has eleven grandchildren and three great-grand- 
children to perpetuate his name, enshrine his worth and emulate his 
high and impressive example. His long record of fidelity to duty and 
ability in the performance of it, of sterling manhood and elevated 
citizenship, and of faith rigidly kept with conscience throughout his 
years is the most valuable legacy he could possibly leave when he de- 
parts this life. 

John A. Stewart is a representative lawyer of the younger genera- 
tion in Harrisville, where he has been engaged in the active practice 
of his profession since 1908. He is now serving his second term as 
prosecuting attorney of Alcona county and in this office is giving a 
most capable and satisfactory administration. In Alcona county, on 
the 15th of June, 1880, occurred the birth of Mr. Stewart and he is a 
son of John and Annie (McDonald) Stewart, the former of whom was 
born and reared in the Dominion of Canada, and the latter of whom is 
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a native of Ontario, Canada. The father was an agriculturist by occu- 
pation and he came to the state of Michigan in the year 1864. He 
settled in Alcona county and here was solemnized his marriage to Miss 
Annie McDonald, in Ontario, Canada, who bore him seven children, 
namely, — John A., James R., Mrs. Margaret DeTopp, Charles, Teresa, 
Alice and Helen. Mr. Stewart was summoned to eternal rest in March, 
1909, and his widow now resides at Harrisville with her son John A. 

To the public schools of his native county Mr. Stewart is indebted 
for his educational training, which was effectively supplemented by a 
course of study in the Detroit Law College, in which excellent institu- 
tion he was graduated as a member of the class of 1908, with the degree 
of Bachelor of Laws. He was admitted to the bar of the state in the 
same year and he initiated his law practice at Harrisville, where he 
now holds prestige as a leading member of the Alcona county legal 
fraternity and where he is extensively recognized for eminent skill 
in the preparation and handling of his cases. He has appeared in many 
important litigations in the state and federal courts and is a successful 
trial lawyer and well fortified counselor. His political adherency is 
given to the Republican party and in the fall of 1908 he was elected 
prosecuting attorney of Alcona county, to which office he was re-elected 
as his own successor in 1910 and of which he is now the able and 
popular incumbent. Prior to studying law Mr. Stewart taught school 
in Alcona county for a period of seven years and in 1905-6 he was 
county school examiner. In a fraternal way he is affiliated with the 
Knights of the Maccabees, the Ancient Order of Gleaners and the 
Alpena Lodge of the Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks, besides 
which he is also connected with various professional organizations of 
representative character. 

On the 6th of January, 1910, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. 
Stewart to Miss Maude Carpenter, who was born at Mt. Sterling, Illi- 
nois, and who is a daughter of Alexander Carpenter, who is living in 
Mt. Sterling, Illinois. Mr. and Mrs. Stewart have one child, — Thelma 
E., whose natal day was the 27th of November, 1910. In their religious 
faith Mr. and Mrs. Stewart are zealous members of the Catholic church 
at Harrisville and they are popular in connection with the best social 
activities of the community. 

John Noll. — The son of a Union soldier in our Civil war and born 
about eighteen months after its close, John Noll of Cheboygan had his 
childhood regaled with engrossing narratives of the thrilling incidents 
and adventures of that momentous and sanguinary conflict, which 
were still fresh in the memories of his father and his companions in 
arms, and by very force of circumstances developed a strong interest 
in the welfare of his country, even in his boyhood. This interest has 
been one of his controlling forces throughout his subsequent years, and 
he has shown it in every way available to him wherever he has lived. 
During the twenty-five years of his residence in Cheboygan it has 
taken form in active and energetic service for the good of the com- 
munity and the advancement of all its interests. 

Mr. Noll was born in the city of New York on October 12, 1866, 
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where his parents, Charles and Louise (Schuldice) Noll, were living at 
the time. The father was born in Berlin, Germany, in 1838 and died 
in Jackson, Michigan in 1880. He came to the United States at the age 
of seventeen years," landing in New York in 1855, and retaining his 
residence there until 1871. Early in the war between the states, or 
two of the sections of our country, he enlisted in defense of the Union 
in the Twenty-ninth Regiment of New York Volunteer Infantry, in 
which he served to the close of the contest. When he was mustered 
out of the military service he returned to his former home in the 
Empire City and engaged in business as a merchant tailor. During 
his military service he saw many parts of the country and acquired a 
strong liking for the west, of which this state was then a somewhat 
remote part. His desire to be in it and among its people and the forces 
of its rapid development grew in intensity until he could no longer 
withstand it. Accordingly, in 1871 he yielded to the persuasive impulse 
and came to Michigan, taking up his residence in the city of Jackson. 
There he resumed his occupation as a merchant tailor and adhered to 
it until his death at the early age of forty-two. He was a member 
of the Republican party in political relations and of the German Aid 
Society in fraternal affiliation. The mother was also born in Germany, 
and she came to America in her childhood with her parents, and has 
passed all her subsequent years in this country, living for a time in 
the city of New York, but cheerfully coming with her husband and 
children to Michigan in 1871. She is still living in Jackson, this state, 
where she is one of the most respected and revered of the older women, 
the force and excellence of her character and the continued usefulness 
of her life being well known to many of the people there. 

Her son John received his mental training and scholastic education 
in the schools of Jackson, being but five years old when his parents 
located in that city. He was only fourteen years of age when his 
father died, and was thrown on his own resources soon afterward, his 
mother being unable to keep him in school and provide for him without 
his help. His first occupation after leaving school was in a cigar box 
factory. Leaving there, he associated himself with M. A. G. Loencker 
of Jackson, Michigan, in the cigar business and here he learned the 
trade of cigar making, which promised speedy and liberal returns for 
his labor, but, after working at the trade for a short time, accepted 
employment with the Barber Furniture Manufacturing Company and 
spent a brief period in its service. He got knowledge of a good open- 
ing for work at cigar making in Saginaw, Michigan, and at once went 
to that city and secured the place, which occupied him until Cheboygan 
held out a welcoming hand to him, and he moved to that city. 

His residence in Cheboygan began in May, 1886, and here he worked 
at his trade until June 10, 1889, when he started a cigar factory of his 
own. He has ever since been constant and energetic in his diligence 
in operating this factory, and by close attention to its business and 
intelligence in its management has built up its trade to large propor- 
tions and given its output a high rank in the markets of his home city 
and a great number of other places in Michigan and other states. 

Mr. Noll has not confined his attention to his business, however, but 
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has been very much interested in the public affairs of the city and 
county in which he lives. He has the spirit of progress and improve- 
ment within him, and it has found expression here in energetic action. 
He served as alderman from the Third ward of Cheboygan in 1892 
and 1893, and as city treasurer in 1905 and 1906. In 1908 he was 
elected mayor, and he has also been treasurer of the school board. The 
excellence of his services in these different offices has won him high 
commendation and extensive popularity. 

He has also taken an earnest interest and a leading part in the 
fraternal life of the community. He is a prominent member and a 
Past Exalted Ruler of Cheboygan Lodge of Elks, No. 504, and at the 
present time (1911) Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler of the state in that 
fraternity. In addition he is a Past President and the present secretary 
of Cheboygan Aerie No. 1,282, Fraternal Order of Eagles, and a member 
of the Grand Lodge of the Order. In politics he is a member of the 
Democratic party, loyal to its principles, serviceable in its campaigns 
and zealous in support of its candidates. 

On June 10, 1890, Mr. Noll married with Miss Katie V. Murphy, a 
native of Pennsylvania. Of the ten children born to them seven are 
living : Ruth^ Beatrice, John, Jr., Anna, Margaret, Ellen and Frances. 
They all still reside with their parents and add to the life and attrac- 
tiveness of the family circle under the parental rooftree. Their home 
is a social center, radiating light and warmth by the genial companion- 
ship and graceful hospitality of its inmates, and a popular resort for 
their hosts of friends in all walks of life, w^ho are commensurate in 
number with their acquaintances. 

Frederick Lister was for many years a leading and influential 
citizen of Clare, Michigan, and his activity in business affairs, 
his co-operation in public interests and his zealous support of all ob- 
jects that he believed would contribute to the material, social or moral 
improvement of the community kept him in the foremost rank of those 
to whom the county owes its development along industrial lines. His 
life was characterized by upright, honorable principles and it also 
exemplified the truth of the Emersonian philosophy that 'Hhe way 
to win a friend is to be one. ' ' His genial, kindly manner won him the 
high regard and good will of all with whom he came in contact and 
thus his death was uniformly mourned throughout Clare and the sur- 
rounding district. 

At Cambridge, England, on the 3d of June, 1854, occurred the birth 
of Frederick Lister and he was summoned to the life eternal on the 24th 
of October, 1908. His parents were both natives of England and when 
a child of but nine years of age the young Frederick lost his father. 
From that time onward he became self-supporting. In 1872, when a 
youth of nineteen years, he decided to seek his fortunes in America 
and accordingly emigrated to the United States. He first located at 
Btiffalo, New York, where he remained until 1876 and where his first 
marriage was solemnized. In the year last mentioned he came with his 
wife to Clare county, Michigan, and settled on a farm, where he con- 
tinued to reside for some time after the death of his wife. Thereafter 
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he engaged in the lumber and milling business at Clare, being associat- 
ed in this line of enterprise, first with George S. Archbold, and later 
with Henry Ort, the latter partnership alliance continuing until 1896. 
In 1900 Mr. Lister removed with his family, for he had again married, 
to Millersburg, Presque Isle county, Michigan, where he had purchased 
a large tract of timber land. He was actively engaged in the milling and 
lumber business at that point for the ensuing five years and in the same 
was eminently successful. In 1905, however, he returned to Glare, 
where he continued to maintain his home until his death. In 1904 he 
was instrumental in the organization of the Citizens' Bank at Clare 
and of that substantial, monetary institution he became president. This 
bank is now one of the strongest and most reliable banking concerns 
in the county. After his death his widow disposed of his stock in the 
bank. 

Although engaged in farming for a time after his arrival in Clare 
county, Mr. Lister is best known in connection with his extensive in- 
dustrial interests. As an employer of labor he was always considerate 
of his men, paying and feeding them well. Having originally been a 
laboring man himself he could appreciate the point of view of his em- 
ployes. He was unusually successful in the business world and his 
success is the more gratifying to contemplate inasmuch as it was the 
direct result of his own well appHed endeavors. Beginning with noth- 
ing, he gradually made his ambition and energy count for much, with 
the result that at the time of his death he was one of the most prosperous 
and most influential citizens in Clare county. In politics he maintained 
an independent attitude, preferring to give his support to men and 
measures meeting with the approval of his judgment. He was too 
busily engaged with his own private affairs ever to become active in 
public affairs but although he never held political office he was con- 
stantly on the qui vive to do all in his power to promote the general 
welfare of the community. 

Mr. Lister was twice married, and the two children by his first 
wife died in early youth. In 1895 Mr. Lister wedded Miss Anna Belle 
Stevens, a daughter of Henry Stevens, who came to this county from 
Eaton county, about the year 1880. Mrs. Lister was graduated in the 
Clare high school in her girlhood days and she is a woman of rare 
refinement and culture. Mr. and Mrs. Lister became the parents of 
four children, one of whom is deceased, Beatrice Bell, who died at the 
age of nine months. The other children are: Yiola, Mary and Grace, 
all of whom are attending school at Clare. The family home is still 
maintained at Clare, in the beautiful and spacious residence erected 
by Mr. Lister prior to his death. 

Mr. Lister was a man of marked executive ability, extensive informa- 
tion and broad humanitarianism. He ever conducted his life on the 
highest plane of morality and his entire record will bear the search- 
light of fullest investigation. In every sense of the word he was a 
representative citizen and a self-made man. It was to his inherent 
force of character and unremitting diligence that he advanced in the 
business world and made of success not an accident but a logical result. 
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His death was deeply mourned by a large circle of friends and his loss 
was felt not only in Clare but throughout the county as well. 

Fred R. Dawson. — ^Belonging to the younger generation of Amer- 
ican journalists, Fred R. Dawson has already achieved success along 
professional lines, being now manager of the Central Lake Publishing 
Company, at Central Lake, Antrim county, Michigan. A son of Luther 
N. and Catherine (Grubb) Dawson, he was born, June 22, 1887, in Rush- 
ville, Illinois, where his father was for many years engaged in the 
butchering business, an occupation which he had previously followed 
in New York state. His parents were born and reared in New Jersey, 
going from there to New York, thence to Illinois, and from there com- 
ing to Michigan, and locating at Traverse City, in 1905. 

Gleaning his first knowledge of books in the common schools of 
Rushville, Illinois, Fred R. Dawson completed his early education in 
the Traverse City schools, after the removal of the family to Michigan. 
His inclinations leading him towards newspaper work, he became 
printer's devil in the Eagle* oSiee, in his home city, and was there 
employed for four years, becoming familiar with many of its depart- 
ments. He was afterwards connected with the Traverse City Record 
for a time, and for a while worked on different papers in Chicago. 
In December, 1908, Mr. Dawson came to Central Lake to assume the 
management of the Central Lake Publishing Company, which now pub- 
lishes the Central Lake Torch, This paper was founded May 11, 1892, 
by Mr. C. E. Ramsey, and in 1897 was taken over by the Central Lake 
Publishing Company, of which George Thurston was manager until the 
advent of Mr. Dawson, as above mentioned, who has since edited and 
managed the paper with characteristic ability and success, making it 
one of the most influential and popular journals of the kind in Antrim 
county. Mr. Dawson is a Republican in polities^, and a member of the 
Knights of Pythias fraternal organization. 

On October 28, 1907, Mr. Dawson was united in marriage with 
Winifred Graham, who was born in Omena, Michigan, in December, 
1887, a daughter of Eli and Elizabeth Graham, natives of New York 
state. Her father, who was a lake captain, owning, or having interest 
in, several lake boat&\ was drowned off Cat Head Point, his vessel 
going down in a terrific storm. Mr. and Mrs. Dawson have one 
child. 

Thomas R. Welsh. — Probably there is not in all Reed City a better 
representative of that type of the successful business man to whom 
Americans point with pride, the self-made man, than is found in the 
person of the gentleman whose name stands at the head of this review 
and the history of whose life and success is here recorded. His achieve- 
ments are emulating precepts of the great opportunities, the conditions 
our industrial system open to industry, ability, integrity and a deter- 
mination to succeed. 

Thomas R. Welsh, one of Osceola county's prominent lumbermen 
and also of large milling and planing mill interests, is a native son 
of the state, his birth having occurred in Kalamazoo, Michigan, in the 
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year 1855, his natal day being shared with the ** Father of Our 
Country." His father, John Welsh, was a native of Canada and came 
to Michigan when a young man. He likewise was a lumberman and 
he sawed much of the lumber which figured in the laying of the Plank 
Road, between Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo. He subsequently located 
in Grand Rapids, where many of his active years were passed and he 
was living at Owosso, Shiawassee county, when his career was closed 
by death at the age of seventy-three years. He was of Irish descent, 
and his wife, Mary Edington Welsh, a native of Cincinnati, Ohio, was 
of Scotch-Irish parentage. Five children, two of them sons and three 
daughters, were born to their union, Mr. Welsh being the eldest in the 
family. 

The early years of Mr. Welsh were spent in Ottawa county, Mich- 
igan, and his education was received in the public schools of the 
locality. The happiness of the home circle was seriously interfered 
with by the death of the mother when the subject was a lad about 
twelve years of age, and as the father was by no means in opulent 
circumstances, he early began to think of shifting for himself. He was 
but fourteen when he first faced the serious issues of life, his first 
position being as a time keeper and clerk in a little store at Burshtown, 
of which Mr. George R. Condon was proprietor. Having been en- 
gaged thus for some time he secured work in a lumber yard, and being 
faithful in little things was given more and more to do, eventually 
being advanced to the position of lumber inspector and being stationed 
at Sand Lake, Kent county, then at Maple Valley, where he was in the 
service of L. H. Randall, of Grand Rapids, and in 1877 being trans- 
ferred to Lakeview, Michigan. Not being one of those handicapped 
by the fear of change he was active in many locations, and the year 
1883 found him at Chase, Lake county, as a member of the firm of 
Frank P. Baughton & Company, lumbermen. Having become thor- 
oughly acquainted with the business in 1889 he concluded to assume 
a more independent footing in the world of affairs, and removing to 
Reed City in that year he embarked in the lumber and manufacturing 
business. He built a large mill (this falling victim to the flames in 
March, 1910, and being rebuilt upon more improved lines the same 
year) and he has built up a large and ever- increasing business, his 
specialty being maple flooring. The concern is known under the cap- 
tion of the Welsh & Kerry Company, Mr. Charles T. Kerry being as- 
sociated with him. Mr. Welsh holds the position of president and 
manager and his son Fredrick is vice-president. Mr. Kerry is a resi- 
dent of Reed City and is also connected with the firm of the Kerry & 
Hanson Flooring Company, of Grayling, Michigan. This gentleman 
is also a partner in the Kerry & May Con^pany of Saginaw, in addition 
to operating a lumber business at Monroe, Louisiana. The Reed City 
concern of Messrs. Welsh and Kerry is of wide scope and gives employ- 
ment to about sixty men. 

Mr. Welsh was married on the 29th day of October, 1879, the lady 
to become his wife and the mistress of his household being Miss Ida 
French, the daughter of Albert S. and Amanda (Bryant) French, the 
father being the pioneer settler at Lakeview, Montcalm county, Mich- 
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igan. The union of Mr. and Mrs. Welsh was celebrated at Lake view. 
They have one son, Frederick R., a traveling salesman for the Welsh 
& Kerry Company, and an able young business man. 

The social and fraternal side of the life of the subject has by no 
means suffered eclipse through the prior demands of business and 
Michigan has few better known and more popular lodge men than he. 
He stands high in Masonry, belonging to the Blue Lodge, with member- 
ship in the Ancient Arabic Order of the Mystic Shrine and also being 
entitled to wear the white plume of the Knight Templar. He is a 
Forester, belongs to the Knighted Order of Tented Maccabees, the 
Woodmen of the World, the Royal Guard and the Knights of Pythias. 
Ln the affairs of all of these he is a prominent factor, and through 
them he is known far beyond the borders of the state in which his 
interests are centered. 

Mr. Welsh is of the public-spirited type of citizen, taking an in- 
terest in all matters likely to affect the welfare of the community, and 
in his political convictions he is a stanch Republican, his allegiance 
being of the active sort. For many years he has been a member of the 
State Central Committee, and he has given efficient service in many 
public offices, as a member of the school board, as a city councilman, 
member of the water board and so forth. 

FiNLEY M. Hammond, who is now serving his second term as treas- 
urer of Grand Traverse county, Michigan, is a man of splendid executive 
ability and one whose loyalty and public spirit have done much to ad- 
vance the general welfare of this section of the fine old Wolverine state. 
Mr. Hammond was born in Tioga county, Pennsylvania, on the 10th of 
April, 1865, and he is a son of Nelson and Mary C. (LaForce) Hammond, 
the former of whom was a native of New York, where his birth occurred 
in July, 1821, and the latter of whom was born in Tioga county, Penn- 
sylvania, on the 9th of April, 1833. The father was a farmer by occupa- 
tion during much of his active business career and after residing for a 
number of years in Tioga county, Pennsylvania, he, with his family, immi- 
grated to Michigan in 1868, location being made in Grand Traverse 
county. After living for six months in East Bay township removal was 
made to Garfield township, where a fine farm was reclaimed from the 
wilderness and where the parents continued to reside until they were 
summoned to the life eternal. The father died in April, 1901, and the 
mother, who long survived her honored husband, died in March, 1909. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Hammond were born eight children, five of whom are 
living at the present time, in 1911, namely, — Clinton, Callia, Finley M., 
Alma and Emma. Those who have passed away are : Hugh, Chancy and 
John, who died of diphtheria, all within a week, at the respective ages 
of thirteen, eleven and four years. 

Finley M. Hammond was a child of but three years of age at the time 
of his parents' removal from the old Keystone state of the Union to 
Michigan and he is indebted to the common schools of Grand Traverse 
county for his preliminary educational training. He passed his boyhood 
and youth upon the home farm and when not engaged in study he ^as- 
sisted his father in the work and management thereof. After attaining 
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to his legal majority he relieved his father of the responsibility of 
the farm work and he is now the owner of the old homestead, 
which consists of one hundred and fifty-three acres of fine land, 
ninety of which are improved. Mr. Hammond has also been interested in 
the lumber business, in which he has achieved a fair amount of success. 
In his political faith he is a staunch supporter of the cause of the Re- 
publican party and in 1892 he was elected treasurer of Garfield town- 
ship, in which office he served with the utmost efficiency. For two terms 
he was incumbent of the office of highway commissioner and he has also 
served for two terms as township supervisor. In 1908 he was further 
honored by his fellow citizens in that he was then elected to the office of 
county treasurer. In 1910 he was elected as his own successor in this 
office and in the same he is giving an able administration of the fiscal 
affairs of the county. Mr. Hammond was a man of prominence and influ- 
ence in Grand Traverse county and he is highly esteemed by reason of his 
fair and honorable business dealings and as a result of his intrinsic 
loyalty to all measures advanced for progress and development. In a 
fraternal way he is affiliated with the Independent Order of Foresters, 
the Enights of Pythias, the Odd Fellows, and with the Grange, and in 
their religious faith he and his wife are devout members of the Presby- 
terian church, to whose charities and benevolences they are most liberal 
contributors. 

On the 17th of April, 1894, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Ham- 
mond to Miss Bertha Brodhagen, who was born in Pennsylvania on 
the 3d of January, 1875, and who is a daughter of Henry and Bertha 
Brodhagen, both of whom are now residing in Traverse City. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Hammond have been born three children, whose names are here 
recorded in respective order of birth, — Floyd E., Daisy ]\Iildred and 
Henry N. 

Duncan A. Cameron, M. D. — Among the representative members of 
the medical profession of Northern Michigan, Dr. Duncan A. Cameron, 
of Alpena, is prominent, his natural gifts and educational equipment 
being of the highest character. As his name so strongly indicates, he 
is Scottish in descent, both of his parents having been natives of Cale- 
donia, and a part of the splendid training and enlightened ideals which 
have placed him head and shoulders above the majority of the mem- 
bers of his calling were secured in that country. 

Dr. Cameron was born near Strathroy, Canada, May 7, 1863, the son 
of John and Ann (McTaggart) Cameron. The father ^s birth occurred 
on the other side of the Atlantic in the year 1830, and the mother's in 
1835, the span of life of the former extending to 1886 and that of the 
latter only to 1870. To this union were born four children, three of 
whom survive at the present time, namely: the subject; Kate, wife of 
L Columbus, of Strathroy; and John, a marine engineer. The founder 
of the family in America came across the seas in 1847 and was one of 
the pioneer farmers of his part of Canada. 

Dr. Cameron received his high school education at McGill, Quebec, 
and having early come to the conclusion to adopt the medical profes- 
sion as his own, he entered the university at Montreal and was gradu- 
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ated from the medical department of that famous institution with the 
class of 1884. For the ensuing year he had the benefit of practical ex- 
perience in the general hospital of Montreal and his identification with 
Alpena dates from July, 1885, when he began his career as a practi- 
tioner. His education he by no means deemed concluded with the be- 
ginning of his work, and in 1895, after a decade, he began a series of 
post-graduate courses of study in New York city. In 1898-9 he further 
fortified himself in a well-known institution in Chicago and in 1900-1 
went farther afield to Europe, and in Edinburgh sat at the feet of some 
of the most learned of the profession in the world. His success has 
amply justified his devotion to the cause in which he labors, his ability 
being recognized by laity and profession and his past record giving 
promise of even greater achievements. He is identified with the organ- 
izations tending to the unification of the profession and to its advance- 
ment, namely, the County and Michigan Medical Societies and the 
American Medical Association. His practice is of a general character. 

Dr. Cameron is almost as prominent in Masonry as he is in the 
honorable profession of which he is so admirable an exponent. He 
belongs to Alpena Lodge, No. 199, F. & A. M. ; to Thunder Bay Chap- 
ter, No. 74, R. A. M. ; to Alpena Commandery, No. 34, Knights Tem- 
plar; and to Moslem Temple, Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of 
the Mystic Shrine of Detroit; and also in that city to the Michigan 
Sovereign Consistory. He is a thirty-second degree Mason and finds 
great pleasure in the affairs of the ancient order. He is also one of 
the most active members of Alpena Commandery, No. 34. Politically 
he gives his heart and hand to the policies and principles for which 
the Democratic party stands sponsor. 

On July 3, 1889, Dr. Cameron laid the foundation of a happy house- 
hold by his marriage to Miss Kate Morse, a native of Alpena, Michigan, 
and a daughter of Henry R. and Lucy (Milliken) Morse, both of whom 
are now deceased. Both of the parents of Mrs. Cameron, who were 
honored members of society, were born in the state of Maine. The 
father's occupation was that of a lumberman and his arrival in Alpena 
was in 1866, in the ensuing years becoming one of the prominent men 
connected with Michigan's great lumber industry. Originally a Demo- 
crat, with the passing of the years he gave his faith to the Republican 
party. Mrs. Cameron was one of a family of six children, equally 
divided as to sons and daughters, five of the number surviving at the 
present day. The union of Dr. Cameron and his wife has been blessed 
by the birth of one daughter, Jean. Their home is one of the attractive 
abodes of Alpena and the center of gracious hospitality. 

Charles Conklin', who conducts an abstract office and who is a 
dealer in hardware and farming implements at Harrisville, Alcona 
county, Michigan, was bom in the province of Ontario, Canada, on the 
26th of December, 1863, and he is a son of William and Emma (Reeves) 
Conklin, both of whom were natives of Canada. The Conklin family 
moved to Greenbush, Michigan, in the year 1866, and there the father 
was identified with lumbering operations until 1877, in which year he 
was summoned to eternal rest. Mr. and Mrs. Conklin became the par- 



1018 HISTORY OF NORTHERN MICHIGAN 

ents of three children, — Charles, of this review; Jessie, who is now 
the wife of J. L. Walters, and who resides at Harrisville, and William, 
who is a paper hanger at Harrisville. The mother was called to the life 
eternal on February 1st, 1897. 

Mr. Conklin was a child of but three years of age at the time of his 
parents' removal to the United States and he was a boy of thirteen years 
of age at the time of his father's death. He availed himself of such ad- 
vantages as were afforded in the public schools at Greenbush, and as a 
young man was variously engaged until 1892, when he turned his atten- 
tion to the hardware business. He has resided in Harrisville since 1878 
and here he is recognized as a man of sterling integrity and straight- 
forward and honorable business methods. He controls an extensive pat- 
ronage in the hardware business and his well equipped establishment 
contains a stock of the most modern farming implements. He has con- 
ducted his abstract office since 1886 and the same has proved of much 
value to the county in straightening out old land claims and titles. Po- 
litically he is a stalwart in the ranks of the Republican party and he has 
been honored by his fellow men with the office of county treasurer, in 
which he served with the utmost efficiency for eight years, his last term 
of office ending in 1906. He has also served as township treasurer and as 
township clerk. He is a man of marked business enterprise and capabil- 
ity and carries forward to successful completion whatever he undertakes. 
Few men are more prominent or more widely known in Harrisville than 
is Mr. Conklin. He has long been an important factor in business circles 
and his popularity is well deserved as in his personality are embraced the 
characteristics of an unabating energy, unbending integrity and indus- 
try that never flags. He is public spirited and thoroughly interested in 
whatever tends to promote the moral, intellectual and material welfare of 
this section of the state. Mr. Conklin, in addition to his other interests, 
is the owner of a large tract of wild land as well as considerable farming 
property in Alcona county. 

On the 13th of May, 1890, Mr. Conklin was united in marriage to 
Miss Minnie LaChapelle, a daughter of Francis LaChapelle, an old pio- 
neer in Michigan, and a veteran of the Civil war. Mrs. Conklin was 
born at Harrisville on the 11th of May, 1870. To Mr. and Mrs, Conklin 
have been born eight children, whose names are here recorded in respec- 
tive order of birth, — Austin, Stuart, Lois, Laura, Evert, Forest, Cecil 
and Alton. In their religious faith the Conklin family are devout mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal church at Harrisville. 

George H. Jepson. — Decidedly one of the most enterprising and 
successful of the young citizens of East Jordan, Michigan, is George H. 
Jepson, who with his mother, Mrs, Florence Jepson, is owner of the East 
Jordan & Charlevoix Steam Boat Line. Although only recently attained 
to his majority he can claim a wide acquaintance in Northern Michigan 
and many admirers of his fine executive capacity and efficiency in the 
interesting business in which he is engaged. Mr. Jepson was born at 
Boyne Falls, Charlevoix county, Michigan, October 22, 1889. His par- 
ents, George and Florence (Alexander) Jepson, were born in the state 
of Wisconsin, and came to Manistee, Michigan, in 1885. There the father 
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engaged in the produce business, buying produce and shipping by his 
own boats to Chicago and Milwaukee. AVhen George H. was about four 
yeais of age the family removed to Charlevoix,' where they remained for 
about two years, and then took up their residence in East Jordan. In 
this place the early education of Mr. Jepson was obtained and when he 
was about thirteen years of age he had his first introduction to the busi- 
ness to which he is now devoting his energies and in which he has achieved 
such success for one of his years. During the summer vacations he as- 
sisted his father on the boat, acting as clerk and ticket man and becom- 
ing acquainted with the details of the work in its various departments. 
In 1905 Mr. Jepson had the misfortune to be deprived of his father by 
death and the business went into the control of the mother, he being 
then under legal age. Very soon, however, he took full management, al- 
though the law compelled them to employ a captain of legal age. 

Mr. Jepson is by no means one to be deterred from advancing by fear 
of making an outward step and progress appears to be his watchword. 
In the big ideas which it is his ambition to make realities he has the en- 
tire sympathy of his mother, who is a most capable and enlightened 
woman, with business talent surpassing that of most of her sex. In the 
winter of 1910 mother and son enlarged their boats to greater capacity 
both as to freight and passengers. Their boats are now sea-worthy and 
eligible to enter the Great Lakes. During the summer the passengers 
carried between East Jordan and Charlevoix average six thousand per 
month, while the freight is of very considerable amount. It is the policy 
of the Jepsons to carry nothing by the hundred, but everything by the 
piece. 

Mr. Jepson is a popular member of the community in which his in- 
terests are centered and his fraternal affiliations extend to the Maccabees. 
He is a public-spirited young citizen, in sympathy with all good govern- 
ment causes and ever ready to give heart and hand to any cause likely 
to prove of general benefit. 

John C. Rittenhouse, as a member of the firm of Lombard & Rit- 
tenhouse, one of the most enterprising and successful business houses in 
Cheboygan, which has been in active operation in the city during the la^t 
nine years, has shown himself to be a progressive merchant and business 
man, an energetic and intelligent force in connection with all matters of 
public improvement in his city and county, and an upright, public 
spirited and estimable citizen in every way, with reference to both public 
affairs and private life. 

"While not a native of Michigan, Mr. Rittenhouse has resided and 
been in business in the state for sixteen years, and is thoroughly famil- 
iar with the aspirations, activities and achievements of its people, witKall 
of which he is in close touch and practical sympathy. He w^as born at 
Mount Morris, New York, on March 30, 1877, and is a son of John and 
Mary (McArthur) Rittenhouse, also natives of New York state. The 
father was born in 1828 and died in 1910. He was a farmer for many 
years, but retired from active work in 1892. He was a firm and faithful 
Democrat in politics and devoted to the welfare of his party at all times. 

The mother is still living, although far advanced in years. She and 



1020 HISTORY OF NORTHERN MICHIGAN 

her husband were the parents of seven children, three of whom are liv- 
ing, Arthur, Jessie and John C. The last named obtained his education 
in part in the public schools of his native place, and in part at a manual 
training school in Chicago. He began his business career as a grocer at 
MuUett Lake in this county in 1895. Two years later he started a lum- 
ber business there which he conducted until 1902 in that town, and then 
moved the base of his operations to Cheboygan, where the business has 
been conducted ever since. 

In this enterprise Mr. Rittenhouse has been associated from the be- 
ginning with J. T. Lombard, their firm name being Lombard & Ritten- 
house. The firm deals extensively in all kinds of forest products in the 
way of timber, and makes specialties of cedar ties, posts and poles. Its 
operations are extensive and cover a considerable extent of territory ; its 
name is widely and favorably known in business circles, and its credit 
for excellence in material and workmanship in its output and promptness 
and accuracy in its service to its patrons is unexcelled. 

As has been intimated, Mr. Rittenhouse has taken great interest and 
an active part in the progress and development of Cheboygan city and 
county, and been of considrable service in helping to push forward their 
advancement. He is a Republican in political faith and attachment, but 
has never had time or desire for the honors or emoluments of public 
office. He serves his party effectively as a private citizen, and that is the 
limit of his political ambition, but he neglects no duty of good citizenship. 

On November 11, 1902, he united in marriage with Miss Louise Brady, 
who was born in the province of Ontario, Canada. She is a lady of en- 
terprise and spirit, and has been of great service to her husband in all 
his undertakings since their marriage. But her chief care and industry 
is the proper rearing of their two children, Nellie and Louise. She takes 
an earnest interest in all matters that affect the welfare of the community 
around her, however, and is held in high regard as a serviceable force in 
connection with the agencies for good at work among its people. Che- 
boygan has no better citizens than Mr. and Mrs. Rittenhouse, and none 
whom it appreciates more highly. 

George Sutherland is mayor of AuSable, Iosco county, Michigan, 
and that he is popular and efficient needs no further voucher than that 
indicated when it is stated that he has held this office, without opposition, 
from 1895 up to date. He is entitled by virtue of his office as mayor, to a 
seat on the board of supervisors, of which body he has been the chosen 
chairman consecutively for eleven years. This is a remarkable reputa- 
tion. Mr. Sutherland is a staunch Republican in his political proclivi- 
ties and he has on many occasions stumped the district for his chosen 
candidate for office. He is eloquent in the presentation of his theme, 
fluent in his use of words and convincing in his declarations. 

Mr. Sutherland was born in Brantford, Canada, the date of his na- 
tivity being March 2, 1845. His ancestry is of Scotch and English ex- 
traction and he is a son of John and Mary A. Sutherland, who removed to 
the United States in 1849, settling in the state of Wisconsin. They came 
to Michigan in 1855, where the father engaged in agricultural pursuits. 
He disposed of the farm in 1852 and returned to Canada and there was 
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engaged in the confectionery business for one year, at the expiration of 
which he returned to the United States, settling at Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
In 1855 removal was made to Saginaw Valley, in Bay county, where he 
again turned his attention to farming and where the family home was 
maintained until the respective deaths of the parents, the father passing 
away in 1905, and the mother in 1909. Mr. and Mrs. John Sutherland 
became the parents of ten children, eight of whom grew to maturity and 
fi^-e of whom are living, in 1911, namely, — Margaret, William, Alfred, 
John and George. 

Mr. George Sutherland received his educational training in the public 
schools of Canada, Wisconsin and Ann Arbor, Michigan. He removed 
to AuSable, Iosco county, in 1871, and this place has continued to repre- 
sent his home from 1871 to the present time, although he was not a steady 
resident during that time. He traveled extensively on fresh water and 
on salt water, visiting many ports at home and abroad, and he also 
traveled considerably overland. In 1890 he returned to let the curtain 
drop in AuSable, where he has since been a permanent resident. During 
the early years of his settlement in AuSable he fished with sail boats and 
with tugs during the open months and during the winters he was was 
engaged in hunting and trapping deer, bear, wolves and some smaller 
game. In 1898 he entered the employ of J. M. Lands Sons, with whose 
extensive real-estate operations he has been variously identified during 
the long intervening years up to the present time, in 1911. He has filled 
different positions of important trust and responsibility in connection 
with the affairs of this concern and he enjoys the full confidence of his 
employers. He was first elected mayor of this city in 1905 and he has 
held that office continuously, through successive re-elections to date, and 
as head administrator of the municipal affairs of AuSable he has proved 
himself particularly proficient and capable. He stands high in the esti- 
mation of the board of supervisors. On one occasion they presented him 
with a leather rocker and later he was honored with the gift of a beauti- 
ful, gold seal ring. Not only does Mr. Sutherland command the high es- 
teem of his colleagues but he is also popular throughout the community 
at large, where the list of his personal friends is coincident with that of. 
his acquaintances. Through extensive travel and close observation Mr. 
Sutherland has broadened and developed his mind and he is regarded as 
a gentleman of brilliant mental faculties and deep human sympathy. He 
is connected with various social organizations of representative char- 
acter. 

In 1891 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Sutherland to Miss Emily 
Shipley, whose birth occurred in Canada, and who is a daughter of Solo- 
mon Braun. Mr. and Mrs. Sutherland have no children. 

John K. Santo. — Persistency and determination are the elements 
which tend to promote prosperity and they are found among the. salient 
characteristics of John E. Santo, who is a local agent at Traverse City, 
Michigan, for twenty-seven different fire insurance companies and who 
has served the public in various official capacities, having been mayor 
of the city for one term and president of the board of trade for two 
terms. Mr. Santo 's advancement in the business world has been en- 
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tirely through his own efforts and today he is enjoying a richly merited 
success, while the future is bright with promise. 

John R. Santo was born in London, Canada, the date of his nativity 
being June 29, 1865. He is a son of John and Mary (Rendle) Santo, 
both of whom were born in England, the former in Cornwall and the 
latter in Devonshire. The father was a lad of fifteen years of age at 
the time of his emigration to America, in 1845, location being made at 
London, Canada, where he met and married Mai'y Rendle. To this 
union were born eight children, all of whom are living at the present 
time, in 1911, namely, — Helena, Arthur, William, John R., Esther, Lillie, 
Albert and Charles. John Santo was a prosperous farmer and stock- 
raiser in Canada and he was a breeder of thoroughbred Durham cattle, 
of which he made annual shipments to England. He was a man of 
fine business capacity, was a member of the St. George Aid Society 
and was a devout communicant of the Protestant Episcopal church. 
He was summoned to the life eternal at the age of sixty -two years, his 
death having occurred in 1893. His widow, who still survives him, now 
maintains her home at London, province of Ontario, Canada. 

To the public schools of his native place John R. Santo is indebted 
for his early educational training, the same including a partial course 
in the London high school. When seventeen years of age the condition of 
his health made it necessary for him to leave school and in 1883 he 
removed to Detroit, Michigan, where he secured a position with the De- 
troit Board of Fire Underwriters, continuing in the employ of that 
concern for the ensuing four years, during which time he availed him- 
self of every opportunity to familiarize himself with the details of the 
business. In 1887 the Michigan Inspection Bureau tendered him an at- 
tractive position in a similar line of work, which he accepted and of 
which he continued incumbent for a period of seven years, at the expi- 
ration of which, in 1894, he grasped the opportunity of purchasing the 
W. F. Harsha Fire Insurance Agency at Traverse City. He imme- 
diately established his home in this place and has here continued to 
reside during the intervening years to the present time. He represents 
twenty-seven different fire insurance companies and has so conducted 
his business as to make it distinctly profitable. In connection with his 
insurance enterprise Mr. Santo has had time to take an active part in 
public affairs and in the same has been a potent influence for progress 
and development. In his political convictions he is a stanch supporter 
of the cause of the Democratic party, in the local councils of which he 
has long been an active worker. In April, 1903, he was honored by his 
fellow men with election to the office of mayor of Traverse City, in 
discharging the duties of which responsible position he acquitted him- 
self most creditably. In 1907 he was elected president of the local Board 
of Trade, serving for two terms in that capacity. He has been a mem- 
ber of the Board of Education and it may truthfully be said concern- 
ing Mr. Santo that no worthy measure advanced for the good of the 
general welfare fails of a most ardent support on his part. 

In Grand Rapids, Michigan, on the 12th of May, 1892, was solem- 
nized the marriage of Mr. Santo to^Mrs. Frances C. Thompson, who 
was born in Detroit, Michigan, and who is a daughter of Walter Fin- 
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ney. Mr. and Mrs. Santo have one child, Gwendolyn, whose natal day 
is the 4th of December, 1899. Mrs. Santo is a communicant of the Bap- 
tist church and they are prominent and popular factors in connection 
with the best social activities in Traverse City. 

In a fraternal way Mr. Santo is affiliated with Traverse City Lodge, 
No. 222, Free & Accepted Masons; Traverse City Chapter, No. 102, 
Royal Arch Masons; Traverse City Council, No. 61, Royal & Select 
Masters; and Traverse City Commandery, No. 41, Knights Templar, 
besides which he is a valued and appreciative member of Saladin Tem- 
ple, Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, at Grand 
Rapids. In Scottish Rite Masonry he is connected with De Witt Clin- 
ton Consistory, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, being a Thirty-second 
degree Mason. He is also affiliated with Traverse City Lodge, No. 323, 
Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks, in which he is past exalted 
ruler; and the Knights of Pythias. Mr. Santo has so directed his ef- 
forts as to win prosperity and his entire career has been characterized 
by an honorable purpose that makes him a notable figure in business 
circles in northern Michigan. The favorable judgment which the world 
passed upon him in his earlier years has never been set aside nor in 
any degree modified, but has on the contrary been emphasized by 
reason of his straightforward career and upright life. 

Henry Barber of Cheboygan is one of the fruitful agencies in work- 
ing out the progress and development of the city and county for which 
they, the state of Michigan and the United States are indebted to the 
Dominion of Canada, and especially the province of Ontario. He came 
to the city of his present home in 1886, when he was but twenty-one years 
of age, and there he has ever since had his residence, devoting himself 
with fidelity and constancy to the daily duties of life, and working him- 
self up by his well demonstrated merit and ability to high standing and 
consequence among the people and influence in the public affairs of the 
region. 

Mr. Barber was born in Bruce county, Ontario, January 29, 1865. 
He is a son of Irish parents, who left the inhospitable atmosphere of 
their native land in early life and sought a new home with a more gener- 
ous disposition toward people of their class and better opportunities for 
industry and thrift. Canada opened its arms to receive them, and they 
found a reasonable degree of comfort and prosperity among its inhabi- 
tants. The father was William Barber, a carpenter, who arrived in the 
Dominion when he was a young man and located in Peterborough, where 
lie worked at his trade for a number of years, and then turned his at- 
tention to farming, in which he passed the remainder of the forty-five 
years of his life. The mother, whose maiden name was Margaret Mor- 
row, also came over when young, and took up her residence in Peter- 
borough. There she and her husband were married and lived for a time. 
They had nine chiHren, of whom Henry was the fourth. His mother is 
still living, and has her home at Owen Sound, Ontario, where she is en- 
joying a comfortable release from all active labor, although still hale and 
vigorous, and is held in high regard by all who know her worth, her de- 
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votion to lofty ideals of womanhood, and the uprightness and usefulness 
of her life. 

Her son Henry obtained a limited education in the schools of his 
native county, the exigencies of the family compelling him to provide for 
himself at an early age. "When he was but sixteen years of age he en- 
gaged in business as a meat merchant in Tara, Ontario, continuing his 
operations there and in that line of trade until 1886. In that year he 
crossed the line into ^Hhe States," and became a resident of Cheboygan. 
Soon afterward he united with others in organizing the Cheboygan Pro- 
duce and Cold Storage Company, of which he was made president. 

Mr. Barber was then variously occupied for a number of years. In 
1909 he was elected city treasurer of Cheboygan, and in 1910 was chosen 
for a second term. He is now (1911) also a member of the city water 
board, and has been during the last five years. He ha^ given the city 
good service and its people satisfaction in the performance of his official 
duties, and is regarded on all sides as a very capable and trustworthy 
man for any department of the public service, and an excellent citizen in 
all respects. 

His life among this people has been clean, upright and useful, and at 
all times effective for his own advancement and their welfare. His con- 
nection with the fraternal life of his community is with the Order oC 
Elks, the Knights of Pythias and the Knights of the Maccabees, in each 
of which fraternities he holds membership in the branches located and 
working in Cheboygan,^ and is one of the most valued members they have. 
He is also one of the directors of the Cheboygan County Savings Bank. 
In politics his faith is pledged and his services are given to the Republi- 
can party. He takes an active interest and a helpful part in all its cam- 
paigns, and stands firmly in defense of its principles at all times. 

In 1886 Mr. Barber was married to Miss Eliza Young, who was of 
the same nativity as himself, a daughter of Robert Young, now deceased. 
Mrs. Barber died in 1906. She was the mother of three children, only 
one of whom is living, her daughter Selna, who still has her home with 
her father and is a valuable assistant to him in all his labors, aspirations 
and social engagements, and a stimulus to her associates in carrying on 
good work for the benefit of the city and its higher interests in mental 
and moral departments of community life. 

John H. CoIiLIns, of BeUaire, is one of Antrim county's best known 
hotel men, and as host of the Riverside Hotel he is well and favorably 
known for his geniality and the excellence of the accommodations he 
provides for the passing traveler. He is a man of versatile abilities and 
is w^ell acquainted with the great basic industry of agriculture and the 
lumber business of the northern portion of the state of Michigan. 
He is a native of the state, his birth having occurred at Three Oaks, 
on the 18th day of November, 1857. His parents were John H. and 
Mary Collins, and the subject was the youngest of a family of five 
children. 

The boyhood and youth of Mr. Collins were passed in Berrien 
county, where his parents had settled and his education was of a limited 
character, partly owing to the fact that the head of the house died 
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when John H. was only thirteen years of age. He found it expedient 
to look about him for employment very shortly after that and his 
first position was in a heading mill, where the manager had promised 
him that after he had worked for a little while he should receive thir- 
teen dollars a month and his board. When he had worked faithfully 
for more than three months and felt that he was entitled to compensa- 
tion for most of that time, he was informed that he would not receivfe 
over ten dollars for his quarter's labor. He was of course sorely dis- 
appointed, but later came to look upon it in a more philosophical light. 
He concluded to seek new fields and set out for Ohio, where he secured 
work upon a farm and as he had no board to pay and could save 
almost all of his wages^ he remained there for some time, and found 
himself at last with quite a savings account. He then returned to 
southern Michigan and for a time worked in a mill and in the spring 
of 1883 he came on to the northern part of the state, — a momentous 
step since it was to prove his permanent abiding place. He stopped 
at Mancelona upon first coming to Antrim county and immediately 
took steps to become a useful factor in the life of the town, buying a 
team and becoming a teamster. He became identified with the lumber- 
ing business, which is so important in this section, buying standing 
timber and cutting and placing logs at the mill. He subsequently re- 
moved to what is now Bellaire village in this county and has ever 
since been identified with the many-sided life of the place. 

November 14 1883, Mr. Collins laid the foundation of a happy life 
companionship. Miss Sarah Foreman of Kalkaska becoming his wife 
Mrs. Collins was born at Lakeside, Michigan, the daughter of John 
W. and Sophia Foreman. Their union has been further cemented by 
the birth of four children, three of the number surviving at the present 
day. Bertine and Bertha are twins. Bertha married Edward Reed, of 
Wheaton, Illinois; and Bertine is at home. Basil is a clerk in his 
father's hotel. 

Shortly after his marriage Mr. Collins bought a farm near Bellaire ; 
a portion of this he cleared and followed the vocation of a lumberer 
in the winter and that of an agriculturist in the summer. Later he 
sold his farm and purchased property in Bellaire. He finally decided 
to make a venture of the hotel business and renting his residence, he 
secured control of the Forest Home House and maintained it for a 
time, but later found it expedient to sell out. In 1908 he again en- 
gaged in the hotel business and is meeting with no small amount of 
success in his operations in that line. The Riverside House was founded 
in the year 1908 by Mr. Collins and is one of the well-known hostelries 
in this part of the state. Under the management of Mr. Collins and 
his estimable wife it enjoys an enthusiastic patronage. 

Mr. Collins is interested in public matters, as must be every in- 
telligent voter, and has ever given faithful allegiance to the man and 
measures for which the Republican party stands sponsor. He is liberal 
in his religious views and, in short, stands as a representative of an 
excellent type of citizenship. 
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Henry G. Reek. — The efficient and popular prosecuting attorney of 
Mason county is recognized as one of the representative members of 
the bar of northern Michigan and has maintained his home in Mason 
county since his childhood days. He is thus a scion of one of the well 
known pioneer families of this section of the state, and that he is not 
without honor in his ow^n country is vouchsafed by his present official 
preferment. 

Henry G. Reek, of Ludington, was born at Defiance, Ohio, on the 
25th of October, 1867, and is a son of William and Ann (Rigel) Reek, 
the former of whom was born in Germany and the latter in the state 
of Ohio. The devoted mother was summoned to the life eternal in 
1875, when the subject of this review was but seven years of age, and 
who was the eldest in a family of four children left without her care. 
William Reek was reared and educated in his native land and upon 
coming to America he first settled in Defiance county, Ohio, where he 
continued to maintain his residence until 1869, when he removed with 
his family to Mason county, Michigan, and numbered himself among 
the pioneers of Sherman township, where he reclaimed a productive 
farm from a virtual wilderness and where he continued to be actively 
identified with agricultural pursuits for many years'. Now venerable 
in years, he is living retired in the city of Ludington, and he is held in 
unqualified esteem in the county that has so long represented his home 
and to the industrial and social advancement of which he has con- 
tributed his due quota. He is independent in politics. 

The present prosecuting attorney of Mason county was about one 
year old at the time when the family home was here established, and 
he was reared to maturity under the sturdy discipline of the home- 
stead farm, the while he duly availed himself of the advantages of the 
local schools. That he made good use of the opportunities thus afforded 
him is shown by the fact that when but sixteen years of age he proved 
himself eligible for pedagogic honors and engaged in teaching in the 
district schools. Under these conditions he carried forward his own 
studies and prepared himself for entrance to college. When eighteen 
years of age he became a matriculant in the Central Normal College of 
Indiana, and in this institution he was graduated as a member of 
the class of 1889. In the meanwhile he had formulated definite plans 
for his future career, in which connection he determined to prepare 
himself for the legal profession. With this end in view, utilizing 
the funds earned by teaching, he entered the law department of the 
University of Michigan, in which he completed the prescribed tech- 
nical course and was graduated as a member of the class of 1895, with 
the degree of Bachelor of Laws. He was simultaneously admitted to 
the bar of the state and forthwith opened an office in Ludington, where 
he has since continued in the active and successful practice of his 
profession, in which he has gained marked prestige as a strong and 
versatile trial lawyer and well fortified counselor. 

Ever according a stanch allegiance to the Republican party and 
taking a loyal interest in public affairs of a local order, Mr. Reek has 
been a valued factor in connection with the manoeuvering of political 
forces in his home county. He served for two terms as circuit-court 
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commissioner of Mason county and in addition to giving effective 
service a^ a member of the board of school examiners for the county 
he has also been a valued member of the board of education in his 
home city, in which connection he was a director of this school district 
for a period of three years. 

In 1908 was given distinctive recognition of the professional ability 
and personal popularity of Mr. Reek, as he was then elected prosecut- 
ing attorney for Mason county. His administration of the affairs of 
this important office was marked by most scrupulous care and fidelity 
and at the expiration of his first term he was elected as his own suc- 
cessor, in November, 1910, for a second term of two years. The ma- 
jority accorded him in this election was most gratifying, especially in 
view of the somewhat negative success of the Republican party in other 
states of the Union at this election. Mr. Reek is earnest and loyal 
in his attitude as a citizen, and his fearlessness and activity as pros- 
ecutor has resulted in giving Ludington a reputation as a clean city. 
He is a stockholder in the State Bank of Ludington and is the owner 
of valuable real estate in his home city. In the Masonic fraternity he 
is affiliated with Pere Marquette Lodge, No. 299, Free and Accepted 
Masons; Ludington Chapter No. 92, Royal Arch Masons; and Apollo 
Commandery, No. 31, Knights Templar, besides which he is also iden- 
tified with the local organizations of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, the Knights of Pythias and the Knights of the Maccabees. 
In their church relations he is a Presbyterian and his wife is a Con- 
gregationalist. 

Mr. Reek has been twice married. In 1897 he wedded Miss Theressa 
M. Barnes, who was born and reared in Mason county, and who died 
in 3904, leaving no children. On the 17th of June, 1908, was solemnized 
his marriage to Miss Daisy M. Marsh, daughter of Mrs. Anna R. Marsh, 
of Ludington, and they have one daughter, Anna D. 

Louis N. Gagnier. — Among the representative citizens of Oscoda, 
Iosco county, Michigan, is Louis Napoleon Gagnier, who is a man of 
fine mental ken and broad information. He received an excellent edu- 
cation in his youth and during his entire life has made the most of 
opportunities whereby he could further broaden his mind. He is well 
versed in various fields — languages, psychology and theology — in fact 
he often officiates as clergyman in the Baptist church when no ordained 
minister can be procured. His present business, for which he is par- 
ticularly well prepared and equipped, is that of embalmer and under- 
taker. 

Mr. Gagnier was born in the province of Quebec, Canada, on the 
16th of July, 1853, and he is a son of Remi and Matilda (Gauleir) 
Gagnier, both of whom were likewise born and reared in the Dominion 
of Canada, whence they emigrated to the United States in 1866. Loca- 
tion was made in the city of Detroit, Michigan, where the father fol- 
lowed the work of his trade, that of ship carpenter. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Gagnier were born six children and of the number but two are living 
in 1911, — Louis N., of this review ; and Mary, who resides at West De- 
troit, and who married Charles Yeorn. Remi Gagnier lived to the age 
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of fifty-seven years, his death having occurred in 1893, and his wife, 
who died in 1902, was a woman of sixty years of age. Louis Napoleon 
Gagnier received his primary education in his native land and he was 
a lad of thirteen years of age at the time of his parents' removal to the 
United States. In his youth he received thorough training in the 
French language and he spent three years as a student in St. Rock Col- 
lege, in the city of Quebec. Subsequently he pursued an English course 
in St. John's College at Quebec. In 1878 he accompanied his parents 
on their removal to Oscoda, where he secured employment as a painter 
for the firm of Pack, Woods & Company. In 1882 he accepted a posi- 
tion as carpenter in the Osceola lumber mill and later he secured work 
as a millwright. 

Subsequently, in conjunction with his father, he engaged in the 
grocery business, continuing to be identified with that line of enter- 
prise for about two and a half years in Detroit, Michigan. In 1893 he 
began to work for the Land Company as ship carpenter, but this busi- 
ness was short-lived and in six months he engaged in the undertaking 
business with J. G. Chevrier. In 1895 he purchased his partner's share 
of the business and since that year he has been adding to his stock and 
experience until he now controls a large territory in his business. For 
three years he was incumbent of the office of coroner, for four years 
justice of the peace and for eight years notary public. Mr. Gagnier 
is a first-class embalm er, is a graduate of Champion College of Embalm- 
ing and also a graduate of the Chicago School of Psychology. Political- 
ly he is a staunch adherent of the principles of the Republican party and 
he has ever manifested a deep and sincere interest in all matters pro- 
jected for the good of the community. In a fraternal way he is affili- 
ated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Py- 
thias and the Knights of the Maccabees, in the latter of which he is 
finance keeper in the local lodge. He and his wife are devout members 
of the Baptist church, to the advancement of whose welfare they have 
contributed in generous measure. Mr. Gagnier is well qualified, through 
education and research in theological questions, to deliver a good ser- 
mon in the absence of a regular minister. He is a well read man, lib- 
eral in thought and action and his charity knows only the bounds of his 
opportunities. He is one of the prominent and influential citizens in 
Iosco county and is held in high esteem by his fellow men. 

In the year 1875 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Gagnier to Miss 
Mary Monahan, who was born and reared at Boston Corner, New 
York, and who is a daughter of James Monahan, who was engaged in 
the lumber business during most of his active career. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Gagnier have been born five children, concerning whom the following 
brief data are here incorporated, — ^Rev. James H, was graduated in the 
theological department of the University of Chicago and is now pastor 
of the Baptist church at Beaver Dam, Wisconsin ; Louis E. is a funeral 
director and maintains his home at Santa Barbara, California; George 
A., who was a chemist by occupation, is deceased, as is also Mary C. ; 
and Nellie E. remains at the parental home. 
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James D. Munson, M. D. — ^A native son of MicMgan and a scion 
of a family whose name has heen indissolubly linked with the annals 
of the state since the pioneer days, Dr. Munson has long held distinc- 
tive prestige as one of the able representatives of the medical profes- 
sion and he has accomplished a splendid work in connection with the 
administration of the affairs of the Northern Michigan Asylum for the 
Insane in Traverse City, of which he has been medical superintendent 
from the time of its foundation in 1885. His prominence in this con- 
nection, as well as a distinguished member of his profession, specially 
entitles him to recognition in this publication. He is a man of scholar- 
ship and professional talent and his sterling attributes of character 
have given him secure place in the respect and confidence of those 
with whom he has come in contact in the various relations of life. 

Dr. James Decker Munson was born at Independence, Oakland 
county, Michigan, on the 8th of June, 1848, and is a son of Saron B. 
and Harriet (Decker) Munson. Dr. Munson is indebted to the common 
schools of his native county for his early educational discipline, and 
in 1868-9 he was a student in the high school in the city of Pontiac, 
that county. He then began the work of preparing himself for the 
profession in which he has attained to so notable distinction. He en- 
tered the medical department of the University of Michigan, in which 
he was graduated as a member of the class of 1873 and from which he 
received his degree of Doctor of Medicine. He made an especially ex- 
cellent record as an undergraduate and thus came forth admirably 
equipped for the work of his chosen vocation. Soon after his gradua- 
tion Dr. Munson located in the city of Detroit, where he engaged in 
general practice and also became a demonstrator in the Detroit College 
of Medicine. He thus continued until 1878, when he removed to the city 
of Pontiac, and served as assistant physician of the Eastern Michigan 
Asylum until 1885. In September^ 1885, he came to Traverse City 
and assumed the office of medical superintendent of the newly founded 
Northern Michigan Asylum for the Insane, with which noble institu- 
tion he has since continued to be thus identified and to the develop- 
ment of which to its present high standard he has contributed in a 
most beneficent way, the while he has gained wide reputation for his 
ability in the treatment of mental disorders and in the administration 
of the great asylum or hospital to which he has given practically his 
undivided time and attention for more than a quarter of a century. He 
is an authority in mental diseases and their treatment, and since 1900 
has been lecturer on insanity in his alma mater, the medical department 
of the University of Michigan, which conferred upon him the honorary 
degree of Master of Arts in 1904. 

Dr. Munson has shown in his work not only a broad and effective 
grasp upon the learning and application of the sciences of medicine 
and surgery but in his present responsible office he has shown particu- 
larly that abiding human sympathy which transcends mere emotion 
to become an actuating motive for helpfulness. He is an active and 
valued member of the American Medical Association, the American 
Psychological Association, the Michigan State Medical Society, the 
Grand Traverse County Medical Society and the National Association 
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for the Prevention of Tuberculosis. He has been a frequent and 
valuable contributor to the leading periodicals of his profession, as 
well as to its standard literature, and he has presented before the 
various medical organizations with which he is connected a number 
of papers touching insanity and asylum administration. He has ever 
been a close student of both branches of his profession and his original 
research and investigations have been extensive and practical. In 
politics, while never active or a seeker of office, he accords stanch 
allegiance to the Republican party, but all extraneous matters are 
subordinated to the demands of his professional and executive work. 
On the 27th of April, 1880, Dr. Munson was united in marriage to 
Miss Mary S. Munson. She was born in New Jersey, where she was 
reared to maturity. She was summoned to the life eternal on the 4th 
of July, 1902, and is survived by one son. Dr. James F. Munson, who 
was graduated in the literary and medical departments of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan as a member of the class of 1904 and who is now a 
member of the faculty of Craig Colony at Sonyea^ New York. On the 
23d of March, 1904, Dr. Munson contracted a second marriage, having 
then been united to Mrs. Marian M. Ward, who was born and reared 
in the city of Manistee, Michigan, where her father, the late Charles 
Secor, was for many years a representative citizen and business man. 
Mrs. Munson is active in connection with the leading social affairs of 
Traverse City and is a woman of most gracious personality. 

James H. Monroe is a leading and influential citizen of Traverse 
City and his activity in business affairs, his co-operation in public 
interests and his zealous support of all objects that he believes will 
contribute to the material, social or moral improvement of the com- 
munity keeps him in the foremost rank of those to whom the city 
owes its development and present position as one of the leading 
metropolitan centers of Michigan. His life is characterized by upright, 
honorable principles and it also exemplifies the truth of the Emersonian 
philosophy that *^The way to win a friend is to be one." His genial, 
kindly manner has won him the regard and good will of all with whom 
he comes in contact and as a citizen his loyalty and public spirit have 
ever been of the most insistent order. He is prominent in the local 
councils of the Republican party and has been incumbent of many im- 
portant offices of public trust and responsibility, including that of 
treasurer of Grand Traverse county. At the present time, in 1911, 
he is engaged in the fire insurance business, with offices in the Wil- 
helm building in Traverse City. 

In Steuben county. New York, on the 5th of August, 1847, occurred 
the birth of James H. Monroe, who is a son of William and Nellie 
(LaRue) Monroe, both of whom were likewise born in the state of New 
York, where their marriage was solemnized and whence they removed 
to Michigan in 1856. Location was first made in Kent county, where 
they resided for a period of three years, at the expiration of which 
the family home was established on a farm in Grand Traverse county. 
In those early days this district was one dense wilderness and the 
father literally hewed out a farm for himself. The journey from New 
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York was made by boat and in order to reach the land on which they 
located it was necessary to make a journey of twelve miles through the 
woods. Six miles of the distance had been partially cut but the re- 
mainder of the journey was accomplished only after they had literally 
carved their way through the forest with the aid of axes. After 
clearing a piece of ground a small log house was erected and this rude 
structure continued to be the place of their abode for a number of 
years. To Mr. and Mrs. William Monroe were born three children, 
namely, — Mark L., who lost his life as the result of injuries received 
in a runaway in 1899; Theodore A., employed in the starch factory 
at Traverse City, is married and has one son; and James H. is the 
immediate subject of this review. The father w^as summoned to the life 
eternal at the age of sixty-nine years, and the mother passed to her 
reward at the age of forty-five years. 

Mr. Monroe of this revicAV received his preliminary educational 
training in the public schools of Grand Traverse county and he has 
since supplemented the same by extensive study in science, literature, 
history and law. He is a man of brilliant intellect and is wonderfully 
well informed on almost every subject. After attaining to his legal 
majority Mr. Monroe inaugurated his active business career as a farmer 
on a tract of two hundred acres of unimproved land presented him by 
his father, the same being located in Blair township, this county. For 
the ensuing several years Mr. Monroe devoted his entire time and 
attention to the clearing and improving of his land and to-day this 
tract is one of the finest in the county. He continued to reside upon 
his farm until 1888, at which time his official duties required his re- 
moval to Traverse City and since which time he has given an active 
supervision to the management of the farm. 

In his political adherency Mr. Monroe is aligned as a stalwart sup- 
porter of the cause of the Republican party, in which he has long 
been one of the active leaders in northern Michigan. In the county 
convention of 1888 he was accorded the nomination for the office of 
county treasurer, to which he was elected in the ensuing campaign. 
In 1890 he was re-elected to that office and in 1892 he was honored by 
his fellow citizens with the office of probate judge, which he held for 
a period of eight years, during which time he discharged his duties 
with the utmost efficiency. In 1900, upon relinquishing his place upon 
the bench of the probate courts Mr. M'onroe engaged in the fire in- 
surance business, to which line of enterprise he has devoted considerable 
attention to the present time. He has been epainently successful in this 
business and his well equipped offices are located in the Wilhelm build- 
ing. In 1902 he was elected to represent Grand Traverse county in the 
state legislature and in the same was a member of many important 
committees. He was re-elected representative twice and during his 
incumbency of the office was a powerful influence among his colleagues. 
He has been chairman of the Republican county committee for the past 
sixteen years and in a fraternal way he is affiliated with the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows and the Grange. In their religious faith 
he and his wife are devout members of the Christian Science church 
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and they hold a high place in the confidence and esteem of their fellow 
citizens. 

In October, 1875, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Monroe to 
Miss DeEtta Monroe, of Blair township. Although the family name 
of each is the same Mr. and Mrs. Monroe are unrelated except as man 
and wife. To this union were born two children, — Grrace and Nellie, 
The latter died at the age of five years and Grace is now financial clerk 
in the House of Representatives, having previously been a clerk in the 
House for four sessions and, as her father expresses it, is indeed quite a 
politician. 

George W. Minchin. — The present editor and publisher of the Evart 
Review at Evart, Osceola county, Michigan, is a man of fine business 
capacity and strong initiative power. He has resided in Evart for 
nearly three decades and during that period he has held practically all 
the offices of trust and responsibility that the town could confer upon 
him. He was born at Pontiac, Michigan, the date of his nativity hav- 
ing been August 3, 1854. His father, Thomas Minchin, was a native of 
England, whence he came to America in 1850, when a young man. 
After his arrival in this country he proceeded immediately to Mich- 
igan and initiated operations as a farmer in Oakland county, in the 
vicinity of Pontiac. He married Elizabeth Noyes, who was likewise 
born in England and who came to America as a young girl. Both lived 
to the age of sixty years and they reared a family of three children, 
of whom Mrs. M. C. Williams is a resident of Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
where her husband is a prominent manufacturer and business man; 
Jesse T. is deceased; and George W. is the immediate subject of thiB 
review. Jesse T. Minchin was connected with the press during his 
lifetime and was former editor of the Beed City Clarion and of the 
Evart Review. He came to Osceola county in 1878 and his death oc- 
curred in 1904, at Pontiac, this state. He held many offices of public 
trust during his life time and at the time of his death was in the mail 
service. 

George W. Minchin was the eldest of the three children and his 
boyhood and youth were passed at Pontiac, in whose public schools he 
was graduated. At an early age he entered upon an apprenticeship at 
the printer's trade, learning the same in the office of Nisbett & Vial, at 
Pontiac. In 1872, then eighteen years of age, he accompanied Mr. W. 
B. Cole to Ludington, Mr. Cole having relinquished the publication of 
the Pontiac Jacksonian for the purpose of establishing the Appeal at 
Ludington. There Mr. Minchin remained for the ensuing two years, at 
the expiration of which he removed to Reed City, where he became 
local editor of the Reed City Clarion. In the fall of 1874 he severed 
his connection with the last mentioned paper and went to Toledo, 
Ohio, where he was identified with newspaper work until 1878, in 
which year he and his brother Jesse T. purchased the Reed City Clar- 
ion, which they continued to publish with all of success until 
December, 1879, when they disposed of it to Charles E. Barnes. Sub- 
sequently they bought the Evart Revieiv, which they began to publish 
in January, 1880, and which they continued together until 1884, v/hen 
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(/eorge W. became the sole proprietor. When a resident of Reed City 
]\Ir. ]\Iinchin was also in the railway mail service, delivering the first 
mail from Mackinaw City to Petoskey. 

In politics Mr. Minchin accords a loyal allegiance to the cause of 
the Republican party, and at no time during his thirty years ' residence 
in Evart has he failed to respond to the call of his fellow citizens to 
public office. He has been president of the village and since 1898 has 
given most effi-cient service as postmaster. In the local councils of the 
Republican party he has been a most influential and prominent factor 
and no one commands a higher degree of confidence and esteem in the 
community than does he. In the time-honored Masonic fraternity he is 
a valued and appreciative member of the Blue Lodge, No. 320, Free 
and Accepted Masons-, Evart Chapter, No. 95, Royal Arch Masons; and 
Pilgrim Commandery, No. 23, Kjiights Templars. He is also affiliated 
with the Knights of Pythias and he and his wife are devoted members 
of the Presbyterian church in Evart. 

On the 14th of September, 1880, was solemnized the marriage of 
Mr. Minchin to Miss Alice M. Bennett, of Ludington, she being a 
daughter of L. W. and Plorilla (Edwards) Bennett. To this union 
have been bom nine children, whose names are here entered in respec- 
tive order of birth, — Nydia B., Flora Min, Hattie E., Carrie S. (de- 
ceased), Jessie H., Alice L., Margaret B., Josephine L. (deceased) and 
Katherine. 

Henry Richardi. — One of the largest and most important of the 
industrial institutions of Antrim county was the Bellaire Wooden Ware 
Company, at whose head stood Henry Richardi. one of the best-known 
citizens of this part of the state. This concern before it was destroyed 
by fire in 1905 furnished employment to between seventy and ninety 
men, utilizing three and four million feet of lumber annually and do- 
ing an annual business of $100,000. It was one of the most potent fac- 
tors in the progress and advancement of Bellaire, and Mr. Richardi, 
while winning a great measure of personal success, has, like all enter- 
prising citizens of the best character, contributed at the same time to the 
material interests of the community in which his own interests are cen- 
tered. He has labored efficiently for the improvement of the water and 
electric lighting facilities of the place and in many ways has helped to 
make possible it standing as one of the most up-to-date and progressive 
of Michigan towns. 

By the circumstance of birth Mr. Richardi is a native of the state of 
Pennsylvania, his birth having occurred in Williamsport on the 8th day 
of May, 1863. The names of his parents are Robert and Louisa Rich- 
ardi. When he was a small child his father and mother moved from the 
Keystone state to Louisiana, Missouri, and in that place he received his 
education. He early exhibited that business acumen and executive ca- 
pacity which have contributed so generously to his success, and while a 
youth he learned the details of the manufacturing of wooden ware as an 
employee in his father's factory. When sufficiently trained he became 
superintendent of the same and served for several years in such ca- 
pacity. In the early '80s the elder Mr. Richardi concluded that Michi- 
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gan presented a favorable field for an enterprise such as his and thither 
the family removed, locating at Bellaire, where the head of the house es- 
tablished the Bellaire Wooden Ware Company under the firm name of 
Riehardi & Beehtold. That was in the year 1881, and in the twenty-five 
years ensuing the best of fortunes attended the concern. It was the suc- 
cessor of the similar business conducted at Louisiana, Missouri. The 
reason the scene of the business was changed was owing to the fact that 
Mr. Riehardi, the elder, was drawn to Michigan by w^hat was at that time 
talked of as an inexhaustable supply of lumber. When looking over 
northern Michigan for a location the water force at Bellaire, then unde- 
veloped, led him to choose this place in preference to all others similarly 
adjacent to lumber supply. Mr. Beehtold came into business association 
in the year 1881. 

In 1895 Mr. Robert Riehardi sold his interests to his son Henry, 
the immediate subject of this review^ he for years .having had charge 
of its mechanical and operative department, as well as having had in 
his hands the important matter of the disposal of the goods. His father 
removed to Plainwell, Allegan county, where his remarkable initiative 
and executive gifts were again made manifest for the good of that com- 
munity, for he there established an electric lighting and power plant. 
But later he transferred his activities to southern environs, locating at 
Richmond, Virginia, where he again brought into being an electric plant 
and one of much larger capacity than the ones organized in Michigan. 

To return to the earlier history of the Bellaire Wooden Ware Com- 
pany, Mr. Riehardi, the father, and Mr. Beehtold, developed the water 
power at Bellaire and utilized the same in their plant. In the earlier 
days of the history of the concern employment was given to about forty 
men. In 1900 a stock company was formed with a paid in capital of 
$15,000. The growth of the company w^as steady and in a short time it 
was increased to $25,000. By the year 1905 the assets of the company 
approximated $50,000, an eloquent testimony as to the good manage- 
ment of the manufactory, which had been advertised by the excellence 
of its w^ares over a wide territory, comprising a great many of the states 
of the Union. The officers were as follows : Henry Riehardi, presi- 
dent; Frederick W. Beehtold, secretary; Osborn D. Tiffany, treasurer; 
and William G. Phelps, superintendent, which personnel was unchanged 
at the time of the fire, which wiped out the business. As previously 
mentioned the company employed nearly one hundred men and one of 
its most important functions was in its furnishing a source of livelihood 
for so many families. There was manufactured a wide variety of 
wooden ware specialties. The water power utilized by the plant of the 
Wooden Ware Company and primarily devised for it, likewise furnished 
a means for the operation of the custom saw mill owned by Messrs. 
Riehardi & Beehtold and for the planing mill owned by the former. It 
was also the motive power for an independent wooden ware plant 
owned by the subject. The manufacture of these specialties had no 
connection wdth the main plant and did not conflict with it in any way. 
Here employment is given to about thirty persons. Among Mr. Riehardi 's 
many achievements was the installation of an electric lighting plant 
for his works and in 1906 he erected a large electric lighting and power 



HISTORY OP NORTHERN MICHIGAN 1035 

plant, whieh provides with light and power Charlevoix and also those 
buildings, stores, residences and hotels of which he is the owner at 
Bellaire. 

In 1890 Mr. Robert Richardi organized a small stock company for the 
purpose of bringing into being a water works system for the general pro- 
tection of the village. This has from time to time been enlarged until 
the whole village is now protected from fire and the water is also used 
by many for domestic purposes. The stock of the water works has now 
practically passed into the hands of Henry Richardi. In November, 
1905, as above stated, fire destroyed the plant of the Bellaire Wooden 
Ware Company, and it was not rebuilt. 

Besides the vast interests above noted Mr. Richardi controls sev- 
eral other enterprises of scope and importance. He is the owner of 
valuable timber land situated in northern Michigan and he is develop- 
ing a farm of several hundred acres, of which he has two hundred and 
fifty acres under cultivation. He is one of the largest real estate own- 
ers in the section and also deals in real estate, ever keeping in mind, 
even above personal interests, the success and prosperity of Bellaire 
and ever ready to contribute to any object worthy of support and con- 
sideration. In short, he is one of the most successful of men, considered 
from any viewpoint. Success in any line of business or profession 
commands the attention of the public and when it has been achieved 
through legitimate channels and in honorable^ straightforward ways, 
it not only comands the attention but also the respect of the public in 
general, for it means that unusual ability, zeal and enterprise have been 
brought to bear on all things undertaken by the subject. It should be 
particularly gratifying to Mr. Richardi that he had it within his power 
to play a role so greatly beneficial and to assist in the solving of the 
problem of existence for so great a number of people as found employ- 
ment of pleasant and substantial character in his plants. Bellaire was in- 
deed fortunate when he took up his abode within her gates and began 
those vast operations which a man of lesser ability would have found 
impossible. 

Since his earliest voting days Mr. Richardi has in the main given 
his heart and hand to the principles and policies of the Republican party, 
but he is progressive in his outlook and does not irrevocably bind him- 
self to the articles of faith of any party. He is one of Michigan 's most 
prominent members of the time-honored Masonic order, having attained 
to the thirty-second degree and being as noted a member of the ord'er 
in all its branches as conferred in America. He is a bachelor. 

George E. Reycraft, M. D. — As general manager of the Petoskey 
hospital and as a physician and surgeon of admirable talent and prac- 
tical ability, Dr. Reycraft merits definite recognition in this work as 
one of the honored and successful representatives of his profession in 
northern Michigan, where by his character and services he has lent 
honor to his chosen vocation and gained secure vantage ground in popu- 
lar confidence and esteem. In the ownership and operation of the finely 
equipped private hospital he is associated with his brother, Dr, John J. 
Reycraft, and incidentally it may be stated that in the sketch of the 
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career of the former, appearing on other pages of this work, are given 
adequate data concerning the family history, so that a repetition of the 
record is not demanded in the present connection. 

Dr. George Edwin Reycraft was born at Highgate, Kent county, 
province of Ontario, Canada, on the 7th of August, 1874, and to the 
public schools of that province he is indebted for his preliminary edu- 
cational discipline, which included a course in the high school at Ridge- 
town. Thereafter he was a student for one year in the literary or aca- 
demic department of McGill University, in the city of Montreal, after 
leaving which he continued his studies for one year in the University 
of Michigan. In securing to himself the best possible advantages in 
fitting himself for the medical profession. Dr. Reycraft entered the De- 
troit College of Medicine, one of the most splendid educational institu- 
tions of the Michigan metropolis, and in the same he was graduated as 
a member of the class of 1895, with the degree of Doctor of Medicine. 
Like his elder brother, Dr. John J., who was likewise graduated in this 
college, Dr. Reycraft found it expedient to further his technical train- 
ing by post-graduate work in the best of European institutions. Thus 
he gained valuable clinical experience in the leading hospitals of Lon- 
don, Berlin and Paris, and after a sojourn of about six months abroad 
he returned to Michigan, where he soon afterward became associated in 
active practice with his brother John J., in Petoskey, which has since 
been the stage of his earnest and effective labors. The demands of the 
well ordered hospital of which he has been manager since its establish- 
ing, in 1907, now monopolize a large part of his time and attention and 
he has done much to bring the institution to its present high standing 
and marked popularity. The doctor holds membership in the Emmet 
County Medical Society, the Michigan State Medical Society, and the 
American Medical Association. He continues a close student of his 
profession and avails himself of the. best of its standard and periodical 
literature. He anticipated his brother, Dr. John J. Reycraft, in being 
chosen chief executive of the municipal government of his home city, 
as he was elected mayor of Petoskey in 1902, when but twenty-eight 
years of age. He served one term and gave an admirable administra- 
tion, through which he further fortified an already strong hold upon 
popular confidence and esteem. His brother's first election to the same 
office was compassed in 1909. He himself, was again called to this posi- 
tion in 1904 and 1905, and it thus appears that their popularity has 
given a virtual, if temporary, power to the two progressive citizens and 
honored physicians who have thus shown their deep interest in all that 
touches the welfare of their home community. Dr. Reycraft is city 
health officer at the time of this writing and his services are far from 
being perfunctory, as he spares neither time nor pains in safeguarding 
the city along modern sanitary lines. The doctor is a staunch Demo- 
crat in his political proclivities and is one of the valued and public- 
spirited citizens who are doing much to further the civic and material 
advancement of the beautiful city of Petoskey, whose charms as a 
summer resort are not to be considered paramount to its claims for 
industrial and commercial thrift and prosperity. He is affiliated with 
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the following lodges: Masons, Elks, Knights of Pythias, Woodmen, 
Foresters and Maccabees. The doctor is a bachelor. 

Clark J. MacArthur. — The men who do and dare in connection 
with the ordinary pursuits of life, making the most of their opportunities 
for themselves, and of the resources available to them for the benefit of 
those around them, furnish the real vital and impelling force of our 
activities and keep in motion for the good of the whole people the cur- 
rents of industry and trade, and all the multiform expressions of life and 
energy which attend or grow out of these. If such men do not actually 
mold the public sentiment of the country and control its destiny, they 
contribute largely to this. And, in any event, they supply a consider- 
able measure of the motive power which causes the continuous advance- 
ment of our civilization and institutions. Clark J. MacArthur is promi- 
nent among the men of this character and class who have called the city 
of Cheboygan into being and given it and the country around it the high 
tides of their present prosperity, progress and industrial and commercial 
power. His activity in the community during the many years of his 
residence among its people has been varied in form but fruitful for 
good in every field of endeavor in w^hich it has been employed and has 
been under requisition ever since he became mature enough to work. 

Mr. MacArthur 's life began in Chemung, McHenry county, Illinois, 
on March 7, 1866. He is a son of Ward and Jessie (Stewart) Mac- 
Arthur, he and his brother Horatio being the only ones living of their 
six children. The father was born in Schenectady, New York, in 1820, 
and died in Cheboygan, Michigan, in 1879. The mother came into being 
in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1840, and lived until 1902, when she, too, 
passed away in Cheboygan. She was Mr. MacArthur 's second wife, 
whom he married a number of years after the death of his first wife, 
Miss Isabella McDonald. She became the mother of three children, all 
now deceased as their mother has been for many years. 

The father located in Chemung, Illinois, when he was yet a young 
man. At the age of eleven death robbed him of his father, and from boy- 
hood he was obliged to make his own way in the world.. He soon became 
established as a prosperous merchant in Chemung, and continued mer- 
chandising there until 1868. In that year he moved to Cheboygan and 
founded an extensive saw mill and lumber business, being one of the pio- 
neers in that line of trade in this part of the state. He formed a partner- 
ship in the business with other gentlemen, the firm name being Mac- 
Arthur, Smith & Co. A few years later two of his cousins secured a 
controlling interest in the establishment, and incorporated the business 
under the name of the W. & A. MacArthur Co., Limited. 

He was prominent and influential in the business, political, fraternal 
and social life of the city and county, and one of the most potential forces 
in promoting the progress of the section in its earlier history. His po- 
litical connection was with the Republican party, in which he was an 
energetic and effective worker, and his fraternal affiliation was with the 
Masonic order, of which he w^as for many years a zealous and very serv- 
iceable member, true to its tenets and obedient to its teachings. 

His son Clark was but two years old when the family moved to Che- 
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boygan, and grew to manhood and began his education in that city. He 
completed his scholastic training in higher schools at Orchard Lake and 
Ann Arbor. His first employment in the way of making a livelihood for 
himself was in tallying logs for MacArthur, Smith & Co., and his next 
was as bookkeeper. Life on the water presented stronger attractions to 
him than a humdrum clerical position on land, and he secured employ- 
ment as purser on one of the steamers running between Mullet lake and 
Mackinac island. He afterward served in the same capacity on other 
steamboats for about two years, at the end of which he started a hard- 
ware business, which he conducted from the fall of 1887 to the corre- 
sponding season in 1897, his store being located in St. Ignace, but his 
strong interest in Cheboygan and all that pertained to it being main- 
tained in a healthy and vigorous condition, and always with a view to 
returning to that city. 

From 1897 to the fall of 1901 he was again purser on a steamboat, 
then, in the year last mentioned, he once more located in Cheboygan and 
turned his attention to flour milling on a scale of some magnitude. On 
April 17, 1905, the Cheboygan Flour Mill Company was organized with 
Mr. MacArthur as one of the incorporators and the secretary and treas- 
urer of the company, in which important office he has served it ever 
since. The company was incorporated with a capital stock of fifty thou- 
sand dollars. Its history and productive power are set forth in detail 
in a sketch of Franklin S. Ritter, the vice president of the company, 
which appears elsewhere in this volume. 

During his residence in St. Ignace Mr. MacArthur served one term 
as alderman, and was otherwise prominent among the people of that 
city. He is now a member of the Cheboygan Chamber of Commerc'e, 
and also belongs to the lodges of Elks and Knights of Pythias there. 
Always, wherever he has been, he has allied himself with all the lines 
of useful energy at work for the advancement of his community and the 
welfare of its people. His political faith and allegiance are given to the 
Republican party, of which he is a consistent member. 

]Mr. MacArthur was united in marriage with Miss Edith Ramsey on 
January 31, 1888. She was born in Springfield, Illinois, and is a daugh- 
ter of Charles S. and Catherine (Winger) Ramsey, being the second of 
their six children, five of whom are living. She and her husband have 
four children, Gladys, William, Catherine and Arthur. They are all 
still living in the parental household and admired members of its family 
circle. Throughout the county of their home and wherever else knowl- 
edge of them is found, all the members of the family stand high in the 
regard of the people, as ornaments to the social life around them and 
estimable exemplars of Michigan's best and most serviceable citizenship. 

Frederick C. Weston is one of the noble examples of keen business 
ability, well balanced judgment and perseverance, the combination of 
which qualities inevitably lead to success. He has been interested in 
the hardware business for the past twenty years and since 1902 has been 
located at Oscoda, Iosco county, Michigan, where in 1908 he engaged in 
the hardware business on his own account. He now has a well stocked 
establishment and he caters to the best trade in this vicinity. He was 
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bom in Macomb county, this state, on the 10th of February, 1874, a 
son of Harrison C. and Mattie A. (Ketchum) Weston, the former of whom 
is now deceased and the latter of whom is living and who maintains her 
home at Au Sable. The father was born in Michigan and the mother 
claims New York as the place of her nativity. Mr. and Mrs. Weston 
became the parents of two children,— Frank C. and Frederick C, twins. 
Frank C. Weston is a machinist in the city of Detroit, Michigan, whither 
he removed in 1895. Harrison C. Weston was identified with the man- 
ufacturing line of enterprise during the greater part of his active busi- 
ness career and he was summoned to the life eternal in 1910. 

Frederick C. Weston was educated in the schools of his native place 
and in the high school at Au Sable. Immediately after leaving school 
he entered upon an apprenticeship at the tin-smith's trade, with which 
he has since been identified in connection with the hardware business. 
For about twenty years he was in the employ of others but in 1908 he 
launched out in the business world for himself by opening his present 
well-stocked and commodious store on Main street. His business head- 
quarters are in a fine building some twenty-four by fifty feet in lateral 
dimensions, in addition to which he utilizes a spacious store-room, where 
his agricultural implements are kept. Attached to his store is a well 
equipped repair shop which receives a great deal of popular patronage 
by the citizens of Oscoda and the neighboring farmers. Mr. Weston's 
stock consists of a full line of hardware, paints, oils, sporting goods, 
stoves and farming implements. He caters to a large trade and is rec- 
ognized as one of the most progressive and energetic business men in 
the community. Mr. Weston has been a resident of Oscoda since 1902 
and here he holds a high place in the confidence and esteem of his fellow 
citizens. In politics he accords a stalwart allegiance to the principles 
of the Republican party and while he has never been ambitious for polit- 
ical preferment of any description he is alert and enthusiastically in 
sympathy with all enterprises advanced for the general good. In a fra- 
ternal way he is affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
the Knights of the Maccabees and the Modern Woodmen of America. He 
is a devout communicant of the Protestant Episcopal church, in which 
he is a most active and zealous worker. 

In the year 1903 Mr. Weston was united in marriage to Miss Lizzie 
McCoy, a daughter of George and Elizabeth McCoy. Mrs. Weston was 
born at Bay City and reared in Oscoda, and she is a woman of the ut- 
most graciousness and sincerity. Mr. and Mrs. Weston have one daugh- 
ter Grace, whose birth occurred on the 17th of October, 1905. 

George N. Case. — Tracing his American ancestry back to some of 
the earliest settlers in this country, and with their descendants located 
in many portions of it, George N. Case of Cheboygan finds his family 
name inscribed in letters of credit in the chronicles of many states and 
in a great variety of human occupations. Family connections of his 
have dignified and adorned all the different walks of life in American 
citizenship in peace and war, and have contributed essentially and sub- 
stantially to the progress and development of the country in several 
different latitudes and longitudes. 
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He has himself been a useful citizen of Cheboygan during his resi- 
dence of nearly forty years among its people, with temporary absences, 
and is held in high regard for what he has done for the advancement of 
the city and county, and the fine example of elevated citizenship he has 
given them. He is a native of Michigan, and was born in Flint, Genesee 
county, on May 20, 1844, a son of Milton and Sarah C. (Miles) Case. 
The parents were natives of New York state, the father's life having be- 
gun at Mount Morris in Livingston county, and the mother's at Homer 
in Cortland county. 

The father was a carpenter and in 1835 came to this state and located 
at Flint. There he wa« prominent in the religious, fraternal and social 
life of the community until his death, which occurred when he was but 
thirty-five years of age. He was one of the founders of the Episcopal 
church in Flint and a leading member of the Odd Fellows ' lodge there. 
His widow died in the eighty-fifth year of her age. Their son George 
was their third child and is the only one of the seven born to them who 
is now living. 

George N. Case began his education in the public schools of Flint 
and completed it at the State Agricultural College in 1863. His first 
employment after leaving school was in a saw mill at Flinty and his next 
in a planing mill in the same city. In 1870 he came to Cheboygan to 
live, and during the first three summers of his residence here was en- 
gaged in surveying and locating land. He also passed two winters in 
the city employed in various occupations. 

In February, 1874, he went to Little Rock, Arkansas, and for five 
years thereafter was busily occupied in lumbering in that city. In the 
autumn of 1879 he returned to Flint and passed a few months in the 
employment of the Begole & Fox Lumber Company. In 1880 he again 
became a resident of Cheboygan, and here he has ever since made his 
home. On his return to Cheboygan he secured employment in the civil 
engineering department of the Michigan Central Railroad, and worked 
for it until 1883. During the next seven years he was connected with the 
drug trade in a prominent way in Cheboygan, and at the end of that 
period took a position in connection with the planing mill work of the 
Thompson Smith's Sons Company. 

In 1902 Mr. Case was appointed city clerk of Cheboygan, and this 
position he has filled ever since his first appointment, giving the city 
and its people excellent service and winning universal approval and 
commendation for himself by his able, upright and intelligent perform- 
ance of his official duties. He knows the city and its needs and is sedu- 
lous and faithful in looking after the interests committed to his care. 
He also has a proper spirit of consideration for everybody who has busi- 
ness with his office, and treats all comers with due courtesy and atten- 
tion. These requisites of first class official service have made him very 
popular as city clerk, and his genuine manhood has given him the es- 
teem and confidence of all men as a citizen and force for good in the 
community. 

Mr. Case is a Republican, firmly believing in the principles of his 
party and loyal in his support of its candidates in all elections. He has 
also been a potential addition to the fraternal life around him as a mem- 
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ber of the Masonic order, the Order of Foresters, and the Order of Loyal 
Guards. His membership in these benevolent organizations has been of 
great service to them and a source of benefit and enjoyment to him. It 
is highly appreciated in each of the fraternities he is connected with. 

In November, 1873, he was united in marriage with Mrs. Alvera 
(Basner) Colover. They have had two children, both of whom have 
died^ but Mrs. Case has one child born of her former marriage, her 
daughter Olive Colover, who is living. Mrs. Case and her husband are 
regarded as valuable assistants in all worthy undertakings designed for 
the improvement of their city and county, and as practical and stimulat- 
ing adjuncts in the work of all commendable agencies for the moral, 
mental and social betterment of their people. They are never backward 
in doing their part for the general weal, and are esteemed for their 
worth and usefulness in full measure. 

Thomas T. Allen is one of the active and wide-awake business men 
of AuSable, where for fully a score of years he has been engaged in the 
lumber industry. His principal business is that of lumber inspecting 
but at the present time, in 1911, he is also extensively interested in real 
estate operations. He has resided at AuSable, Iosco county, Michigan, 
since 1880, and here is recognized as a loyal and public-spirited citizen 
and as one who ever has the best interests of the community at heart. 
Mr. Allen was born in Sanilac county, Michigan, on the 4th of Feb- 
ruary, 1864, and he is a son of William S. and Rebecca (Long) Allen, 
the former of whom was a native of Canada, and the latter of whom 
was born and reared in Manchester, England. The father was engaged 
in the great basic industry of agriculture during his active business 
career and he came to the United States in the early '40s, settling in 
Sanilac county, Michigan, where he reclaimed a fine farm. The mother 
emigrated to America in a sailing vessel in the early '40s, and her 
marriage to Mr. Allen was solemnized in this state at Detroit. Mr. 
and Mrs. Allen became the parents of seven children, namely, — Eliza, 
Emily, Ella D., Amanda, Benjamin F., Thomas T., and William. Mr. 
Allen was called from the scene of his mortal endeavors in 1896, and 
his wife passed away in 1898. Both were devout members of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church. 

Mr. Allen of this review was the sixth in order of birth of the above 
mentioned children and he early availed himself of the advantages af- 
forded in the district schools of his native county. As a youth he as- 
sisted his father in the work and management of the home farm and 
in 1879, when fifteen years of age, he left the paternal home and went 
to Alpena, Michigan, in which place he resided for a period of one 
year, at the expiration of which he removed to AuSable, where he has 
maintained his home continuously up to the present time, in 1911. For 
three years Mr. Allen was an interested principal in a lumber concern . 
at Detroit, his partner being C. W. Kotcher, and together they handled 
some thirty million feet of lumber. Thereafter Mr. Allen became in- 
terested in the inspection of lumber, as middleman, but he now devotes 
most of his attention to the real-estate business. At one time he was 
the owner of as much as ten thousand acres of land but he allowed all 
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but one thousand acres to revert to .the state. As a business man he is 
generally renowned for his fair and honorable methods and as a citi- 
zen he is essentially loyal and public-spirited. His interest in political 
(questions is deep and sincere and he gives an earnest support to Repub- 
lican principles, believing that the platform of the party contains the 
best elements of good government. Since his residence in AuSable Mr. 
Allen has served on the school board for ten years and is now, in 1911, 
a member of the board of supervisors. In a fraternal way he is affili- 
ated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

On the 5th of October, 1890, was recorded the marriage of Mr. 
Allen to Miss Rosemond M. Dunn, a daughter of Lyman H. Dunn, of 
Harrisville, Michigan. To this union have been born six children, — 
Russell A., Ruth E., Richard, Ethan, Roscoe D. and Esther R. 

Charles A. Baumberger, editor of the Northport Leader, and man- 
ager for Roach & Sears, dealers in seeds, is but one generation removed 
from Switzerland, which has long been recognized as one of the most 
valuable of Americans sources of immigration. His father, Frederick 
Baumberger, was born in Berne, Switzerland, in 1844, and came to 
America with his parents in 1852 when a lad of twelve years, reflecting 
in his character some of the ennobling influences of the scenes of beauty 
and grandeur in which his earliest years had been passed. Upon arriv- 
ing in the land of opportunity the Baumberger family located in the 
state of New York, living for a time in the city of Buffalo where the 
head of the house engaged in the occupation of a millwright. Subse- 
quently the father removed his family to Rochester, New York, where he 
earned a livelihood in the capacity of a farmer and painter. They re- 
mained in the Empire state somewhat more than a decade and then con- 
eluded to come on to Kalamazoo where they located some time in the '60s. 
There Frederick learned the shoe-maker's trade and in 1868, when about 
twenty-four years of age he abandoned that occupation and coming to 
Northport, bought a saw-mill which he operated successfully, subse- 
quently buying a farm and devoting his energies to the agricultural pro- 
fession. He married Mary E. Inwood in the year 1870, she being a 
daughter of A. H. Inwood and a native of Indiana. 

He whose name initiates this review was the first in order of birth in 
a family of nine children, he having two brothers and six sisters. His 
early schooling wa^ secured at the district school and was completed by 
a short term in the school at Northport. Thinking to engage in a com- 
mercial life he attended the Detroit Business University and obtained 
a sound business training. After the completion of his course here he 
accepted a position as book-keeper in the city of Detroit and then re- 
turned to his father's farm where for one year he operated it on shares. 
His next venture was to buy a saw mill near Northport and this he man- 
aged for a time, and although he found some profit in it, he ultimately 
sold out and rented his father's farm for the ensuing ten years. His 
agricultural methods are of the most enlightened and scientific character 
and it is needless to say that they have ever been crowned with success. 
He has made a specialty of fruit. 

]Mr. Baumberger 's identification with the Roach & Sears Company 
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dates from the year 1905, when he made arrangements to furnish seed 
to the farmers on contract. This venture has been crowned with success 
and his business is constantly increasing. The headquarters of the Roach 
& Sears Company is at Northport. 

Mr. Baumberger became a recruit to the ranks of the Benedicts when 
on February, 12, 1907, Miss Irene Munro, of Northfield, Michigan, be- 
came his wife. Mrs. Baumberger is a Canadian by birth, Chatham, On- 
tario, having been the place of her nativity. Her parents are Augustus 
and Margaret (Mathers) Munro. Her mother is of Scotch descent and 
traces her lineage to British nobility, while her grandfather Munro was 
one of Michigan 's doughty pioneers. It was he who built the first dam 
at East Jordan and the first Big Mill there. Mr. and Mrs. Baumberger 
have two little daughters, — Margaret E. and Genevieve. 

Mr. Baumberger is one to which public duty is instinctively en- 
trusted and he has given efficient and faithful service in several public 
offices, among them town clerk, village assessor, and school director. He 
is one of the most valiant of Republicans and standing high in party 
councils and both he and his wife belong to the Methodist Episcopal 
church to whose good causes they give zealous support. The subject is 
one of the worthy exponents of the Fourth Estate in this part of Michi- 
gan and the columns of his breezy and well conducted paper are devoted 
to the promulgation of all good and public-spirited causes. He pur- 
chased the Northport Leader May 1, 1909, and a great part of his time 
and energy has since been devoted to its management. The Leader, 
which is a weekly paper, was founded in 1899, by Wilbur Campbell. 
Mr. Baumberger is a member of the following lodges: — ^Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons, Independent Order of Odd Fellows and Knights of the 
Modem Maccabees. 

Ellery C. Cannon. — For thirty-nine years has Hon. EUery C. Can- 
non been a resident of the village of Evart, Osceola county, Michigan, 
and the years have told the story of a successful business career, due to 
splendid executive ability and persistency of purpose. Since 1872 he has 
been continuously incumbent of some office of public trust, among them 
being representative and state senator, and it may be said that in all his 
positions he has acquitted himself most creditably. He was born in Shelby 
township, McComb county, Michigan, on the 28th of December, 1842, 
and is a son of Rev. John Cannon, a pioneer minister in McComb county. 
He was a native of New York and his father was bom in the state of 
Vermont, whence he emigrated to New York at an early day. Rev. John 
Cannon spent the greater portion of his life in McComb county and 
there he was summoned to the life eternal at the age of eighty-five years. 
He married Miss Sallie Cook, of New York, and to that union were bom 
seven children, all of whom grew to maturity, the first death in the fam- 
ily having been that of John Cannon, who was editor of the Oxford 
Globe in Oakland county, Michigan. He was sixty-five years of age 
when he died. The mother lived to the age of seventy-eight years. 

Ellery C. Cannon was the fifth in order of birth of the three sons 
and four daughters and his boyhood days were passed in Shelby town- 
ship, to whose public schools he is indebted for his early educational 
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training. The Cannon family is of English, extraction, members of the 
family having come to America from England in the early Colonial 
epoch. At the time of the inception of the Civil war his boyish enthu- 
siasm prompted Ellery C. to tender his services in defense of the Union, 
and in August, 1862, he enlisted as a soldier in Company B, Twenty- 
second Michigan Volunteer Infantry. He gave most efficient service 
as a private until the close of the war and he participated in many im- 
portant conflicts during that sanguinary struggle. When peace had 
again been established he returned to his native county, where he re- 
mained on his. father's farm until 1871, in which year he came to Osceola 
county, locating at Evart. Here he engaged in the general merchandise 
business and he continued to be identified with that line of enterprise 
until 1906, in which year he retired from active participation in business 
affairs. He has taken an active part in local politics and he has ever 
accorded a staunch allegiance to the principles and policies for which 
the Republican party stands sponsor. His first office was that of treas- 
urer of the village of Evart, and he has since been president of the vil- 
lage and was a member of the board of supervisors from 1882 until 1885, 
in which year he was elected to represent Osceola district in the s?tate 
legislature. He was elected as his own successor in that capacity in 1887. 
In 1900 and in 1903 he was chosen state senator and since 1905 he has 
been incumbent of the office of president of Evart. In educational af- 
fairs he has ever manifested a deep and abiding interest and has served 
as a member of the school board. He is vice-president of the Evart Sav- 
ings Bank and is developing a fine farm of three hundred and twenty 
acres, eligibly located some three and a half miles distant from Evart, on 
the banks of the Muskegon river. 

Mr. Cannon has been twice married. On the 28th of December, 1868, 
he wedded Miss Harriet Sybrandt, a native of New York. She passed 
away in 1902 and is survived by one child, Emma, who is the wife of 
Richard M. Dively, of Grand Rapids, Michigan. On the 26th of Jan- 
uary, 1907, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Cannon to Juliet John- 
son, who was formerly the widow of Mr. Cannon's brother John. He has 
been a Mason since 1866, first a member of Lodge No. 75, at Utica, Mc- 
Comb county. He is a charter member of Evart Lodge No. 320, and is 
a member of Chapter No. 97. He also has fraternal relations with the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and is a member of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, No. 16, He was state department commander in 1905 
and helped organize the Post at Evart. Mr. and Mrs. Cannon hold a 
high place in the regard of their fellow citizens. 

Charles I. Wrisley. — Well and favorably known in Northport and 
Leelanau county, Michigan, is Charles I. Wrisley, postmaster of the vil- 
lage. No one is more familiar with these scenes in which he has dwelt 
since youth and he knows every inch of the way between Northport and 
Traverse City, Michigan, which journey he made hundreds of times 
while acting as stage driver and mail carrier between these points in the 
'80s and early '90s. Since that time he has also been identified with 
several occupations, — the livery business, farming and clerking in mer- 
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cantile establishments, and at the present time he is the faithful and 
ef&cient servant of Uncle Sam. 

Mr. Wrisley, by the circumstance of birth, is a New Englander, Hart- 
ford, Connecticut, having been the scene of his nativity and its date 
July 1, 1867. His parents were John and Mary Jane (Fox) Wrisley, 
and he was the youngest in order of birth in a family of three children 
whose other members were Clara Irene and Charles Henry Wrisley. The 
Wrisleys have been long in America and trace their descent to three 
brothers who came to this country in the early colonial epoch. By some 
branches of the family the name is spelled Risley, which is incorrect, 
according to the result of investigations of the family in English records. 
In early life Charles I. Wrisley came to Northport, Michigan, with his 
uncle, Albert Wrisley, formerly of Hartford, Connecticut. The older 
man came to trap wild pigeons which were at that time numerous in this 
part of the state. Young Charles first became an active factor in the 
busy life of the locality as stage driver and mail carrier between North- 
port and Traverse City. It took a full day to make the trip one way 
and it is needless to say that many adventures befell him while thus en- 
gaged in an occupation which has ever been characterized by a degree 
of romance. He first assumed the position in 1886 and continued for 
two years. He then bought the contract which was to expire in 1890 
and continued as driver and custodian of the mails until that date. 

At the close of his career in the role of Michigan stage driver Mr. 
Wrisley began looking about him for some congenial occupation and 
finally engaged in the livery and sales stable business for one year. He 
then sold out and made a radical change, purchasing a piece of laad 
and devoting his energies to agriculture. He continued as an exponent 
of the great basic industry until 1898, and in that year engaged with 
Kehl Brothers as a clerk and remained for one year in their employ. 
His next adventure in the world of affairs was as an assistant to H. G. 
Gill, who conducted a general store and was also postmaster, and this 
association led very directly to Mr. Wrisley ^s present position. He was 
made deputy postmaster and continued as such until his own appoint- 
ment, January 2, 1907. He has given entire satisfaction as the incum- 
bent of the office, having been both faithful and enterprising in the per- 
formance of its duties. 

September 28, 1888, Mr. Wrisley laid the foundation of a happy life 
companionship and home by his marriage to Miss Louise Gagnon, of 
Northport. She is a native of the place and her parents are Samuel and 
Margaret Gagnon. Samuel Gagnon built and now owns the first and only 
grist mill at Northport, and he is to be numbered among the Leelanau 
county pioneers. To Mr. and Mrs. Wrisley a family of five children have 
been bom, namely: Lloyd, Muriel, Irwin, Albert, and Roselle. The eld- 
est son, Lloyd, is in attendance at Ferris Institute at Big Rapids, Michi- 
gan, where he is pursuing a course in English and clerical work. Mu- 
riel is in the post office with her father. 

Mr. Wrisley is one of Northport 's stanchest Republicans, ever giving 
his heart and hand to the men and measures of the '* Grand Old Party" 
and he has received marks of the confidence in which he is held in the 
community by his elevation to the office of township treasurer, village 
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treasurer, and councilmaiij his tenure of office in these three capacities 
comprising the years 1901-^02, 1904 and 1906 respectively. He and his 
family attend the Congregational church and give of their sympathy and 
support to its good causes. 

Frank E. Brackett. — ^A native of New England, and inheriting 
from his parents, who were both born and reared in that section of the 
country, the salient and serviceable characteristics of its people, Frank 
B. Brackett of Cheboygan has made a record in the battle of life which 
is highly creditable to him and reflects commendation on the locality 
from which he hails and the families from which he sprung. He has 
discharged with fidelity and intelligence the daily duties of life found 
ever present before him, and in doing so has given the people of Che- 
boygan, among whom he has lived and labored for nearly a quarter of a 
century, an excellent example of high class and useful manhood. 

Mr. Brackett 's life began in Waterville, Kennebec county, Maine, 
on October 28, 1859. His parents, Oren and Ellen E. (Perry) Brack- 
ett, were also natives of Maine, both born in 1837. The father sacri- 
ficed his life on the altar of patriotism during our Civil war, dying in 
1863 from diseases contracted in the service of his country in the hard- 
ships of camp and march and battlefield. The mother lived to a good 
old age, dying on January 8, 1911. Their offspring numbered three, and 
two of the three are living, Frank E. and his sister Annie May, who is 
now the wife of Thomas Dailey of Lewiston, Maine. 

The father was a steamboat captain and traversed many seas in his 
career as such. Early in our war between the sections he enlisted in 
the Union service as a member of the Sixth Regiment of Maine Marine 
Volunteers, and almost immediately went to the front with his com- 
mand. The service was exacting, and, in the unprepared state of the 
country for war at the time, involved hardships and risks which were 
avoided at a later period in the conflict. Mr. Brackett succumbed to the 
diseases prevalent among the troops during the early stages of the war, 
and received an honorable discharge on account of his illness. After 
his return home he lingered awhile, but he was fatally stricken and died 
in 1863, while his companions in arms were winning new laurels on the 
gory fields of the fateful contest. "While he was a Democrat in faith and 
allegiance in politics, he was loyally devoted to the preservation of the 
Union, and cast aside all party considerations in volunteering to fight 
in its defense and for its integrity. 

His son, Frank E. Brackett, began his academic training in the pub- 
lie schools of his native place and completed it at Bowdoin College, 
which numbers Franklin Pierce, Henry W. Longfellow and Nathaniel 
Hawthorne among its graduates. After leaving that renowned institu- 
tion he removed to Providence, Rhode Island, where he acquired a thor- 
ough knowledge of the drug business. In 1884 he came to Michigan and 
located at Whitehall, ]\Iuskegon county, where he merchandised in drugs 
three years. 

From Whitehall he moved to Cheboygan in 1887, arriving in Feb- 
ruary, and since that time he has expended his efforts in behalf of this 
community. He started a drug business here, which he is still conduct- 
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ing, with the most complete and extensive stock in the line of his commo- 
dities in the city, and at all times has taken an earnest interest and an 
active part in the affairs of the city, from the time of his advent among 
its people. He first served as alderman from the Fifth ward two terms, 
and in 1909 was elected mayor. He was re-elected in 1910, and again in 
1911, and is filling the office with great acceptahility at this time. 

In the fraternal life of the community he has taken a great interest 
as a member of Cheboygan Lodge No. 504, Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, and of the Order of Knights of Columbus. In these fra- 
ternities his membership has been found very serviceable and is highly 
appreciated. It makes him ready to do anything he properly can for 
their good, and gives their members the full benefit of his zeal and ac- 
tivity. In polities he is a pronounced Republican, with loyal devotion 
to his party and great energy and efiSciency in its service. 

Mr. Brackett was married on February 28, 1881, to Miss Clara Frich- 
ette, who was born in the province of Ontario, Canada. All of the five 
children bom of their union are living. They are Annie May, Lottie, 
Frank E., Jr., Ethel and Oren. The father is regarded as one of the 
leading merchants of Cheboygan and one of its most serviceable and 
representative citizens. He has dignified and adorned its official life, 
given character and standing to its domestic institutions and been a ra- 
diant sunbeam in its social circles for many years. He has also been a 
potential force in its progressiveness and efforts at public improvement 
and development. His wife has been his able and judicious assistant in 
all his undertakings, and shares fully with him the high esteem of all 
classes of the people in Cheboygan city and county. 

Emanuel Wilhelm. — The present mayor of Traverse City is one of 
the sterling citizens and representative business men of his native coun- 
ty and here the family name has been identified with industrial and 
social progress and development in a most significant and worthy way, 
as the parents of Mr. Wilhelm were numbered among the pioneers of 
Grand Traverse county. 

Emanuel Wilhelm was born on the homestead farm of his father in 
Grand Traverse county, Michigan, on the 18th of August, 1862, and is 
a son of Anthony and Jennie Wilhelm both of whom were born and 
reared in Bohemia, Germany, where their marriage was solemnized. 
Immediately after their life destinies were thus joined they emigrated 
to America and took up their residence in Grand Traverse county, 
Michigan, where the father secured a tract of wild land and reclaimed 
a farm from the virgin forest. Both he and his wife continued to re- 
side in this county until their death. He was summoned to the life 
eternal at the venerable age of eighty-two years, his cherished and de- 
voted wife having passed away at the age of seventy-six years. They 
were of sterling integrity and ever commanded the confidence and es- 
teem of those with whom they came in contact. They became the par- 
ents of five sons and two daughters, and of the number four are now liv- 
ing, namely : Charles, who is engaged in business in the city of Milwau- 
kee, Wisconsin ; Anthony J., who is a representative merchant af Tra- 
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verse City ; Emanuel, whose name initiates this review j and Henry, who 
is a successful farmer and stock-grower of Grand Traverse county. 

Emanuel Wilhelm gained his initial experience in connection with 
the practical duties and responsibilities of life through his association 
with the work of the old homestead farm on which he was reared to 
adult age. After availing himself of the advantages of the district 
schools he continued his studies in the Traverse City high school. When 
but sixteen years of age, in search of adventure and new experiences, 
Mr. Wilhelm went to the west, where he remained three years, — ^in Kan- 
sas, Colorado and New Mexico, — and where he was employed on cattle 
ranches^ as a railroad worker and as a miner. At the expiration of the 
period noted he located in the city of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where he 
held the position of bookkeeper in a wholesale hardware house for the 
ensuing seven years, within which he gained valuable business experi- 
ence. He then returned to his native country and established his home 
in Traverse City, where he entered into partnership with his brother, 
Anthony J., with whom he was associated in the dry-goods, clothing 
and carpet business for sixteen years, under the firm name of Wilhelm 
Brothers. Upon the dissolution of this alliance in 1901 Mr. Wilhelm 
engaged in the same line of enterprise in an individual way, and he has 
a finely equipped and essentially modern establishment, the while his 
reputation for fair and honorable dealings has gained and retained to 
him a large and appreciative patronage. He has long been numbered 
among the leading merchants of Traverse City and no citizen has a 
more secure place in popular confidence and esteem. The progressive 
ideas and civic pride of Mr. Wilhelm were significantly manifested 
when, in 1902, he erected the Wilhelm building, at the southwest cor- 
ner of Front and Union streets. This is one of the finest business build- 
ings in northern Michigan. It is of pleasing architectural design, is 
substantially constructed of brick glnd stone and is five stories in height. 
The ground floor, fifty-four by one hundred feet in dimensions, is util- 
ized as his store, and in the same are handled complete and select lines 
of dry goods, clothing, carpets, draperies, etc. The other floors of the 
building are arranged into attractive offices with thoroughly modern ap- 
pointments and facilities. In other ways Mr. Wilhelm has done much 
to advance the interests of his home city and he is most loyal and public- 
spirited, giving his aid and influence in support of all measures tending 
to advance the material and civic prosperity of Traverse City and Grand 
Traverse county. His success is the direct result of his own well di- 
rected efforts and he is known as an enterprising, reliable and aggres- 
sive business man. 

Though a member of the Democratic party, which is much in the 
minority in Traverse City, Mr. Wilhelm has so thoroughly fortified him- 
self in the confidence and regard of the people of the community that 
he has been called upon to serve in offices of public trust, in which his 
preferment has been compassed without regard to partisan lines. In 
1906 he was made representative of the Third ward in the city board of 
aldermen, and his effective service in this municipal body marked him 
for higher official honors, as was shown in the election of April, 1910, 
when he was chosen mayor of Traverse City. He received a majority 
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of four hundred and eight votes and carried every ward in the city. He 
has given a most able and businesslike administration and under his 
regime many noteworthy public improvements have been made. A 
sturdy independence and firm and enlightened policy have marked his 
course as chief executive, and he has not been denied a generous measure 
of popular support and commendation. Though not an ' ' offensive par- 
tisan'' he is well fortified in his political opinions and is one of the 
valued factors in the local councils of the Democratic party. He is 
affiliated with Traverse City Lodge, No. 73, Knights of Pythias, and 
with the Elks, and Maccabees. He is a zealous member of the Baptist 
church, as was his wife during her life, and he has held membership 
therein for twenty years. 

On the 1st of January, 1890, was solemnized the marriage of Mayor 
Wilhelm to Miss Emma T. Sayler, who likewise was born and reared in 
Grand Traverse county and who was a daughter of Samuel and Kate 
(Reynolds) Sayler, honored pioneers of this county, where they con- 
tinued to reside until their death and where the father reclaimed a 
farm from the virgin wilds. Mrs. Wilhelm died January 8, 1910. The 
two children of this union are Hanley A. and Katherine J. Hanley is 
in his father 's store, and Katherine is attending high school. 

William W. Barber. — The world instinctively pays deference to the 
man whose success has been worthily achieved and whose prominence 
is not the less the result of an irreproachable life than of natural tal- 
ents and acquired ability in th§ field of his chosen labor. Few men fill 
more important positions than does the cashier of a bank. He must 
know men, must be familiar with their financial and moral status. He 
must be quick to act, slow to offend and always ready to accommodate 
the needy who comply with the laws of banking. He must not seem to 
have friends but must treat all people alike. 

For the past eight years has William W. Barber, the immediate sub- 
ject of this review, been prominently connected with banking interests in 
Michigan. He is now cashier in the financial concern of George D. Mc- 
Niehol & Company at Oscoda, Iosco county, Michigan. Mr. Barber is 
a native son of Canada, his birth having occurred in York township, 
York county, province of Ontario, Canada, on the 12th of January, 
1872. He is a son of Ebenezer and Bena (Williams) Barber, who were 
likewise bom and reared in Canada. After completing the curriculum 
of the district schools of his native place Mr. Barber attended the 
Orangeville, Canada schools, and afterward pursued a commercial course 
in the Toronto Business College. In 1901 he accepted a position in a 
private bank at Grand Valley, which was conducted by A. Eiehardson, 
and through the influence of his former employer he secured his present 
position with the firm of George D. McNichol & Company, in Oscoda, in 
1904. For the first two years of his identification with this concern he 
was assistlant cashier but in 1906 he was promoted to the office of cashier. 
Since the death of Mr. McNichol, in 1910, he has had practically the 
entire management of the institution. 

Politically Mr. Barber is a staunch advocate of' the cause of the Ee- 
publican party, and while he has never manifested aught of ambition 
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for the honors or emoluments of public office of any description he is 
ever on the qui vive to do all in his power to advance the general wel- 
fare. In his religious faith he is a devout member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church at Oscoda and in the same he was superintendent of 
the Sunday-school for a period of three years. He is connected with 
different fraternal and social organizations of a local character and as 
a rising young business man he has gained and retains the respect and 
eonfidenceof the entire community in which he resides. Mr. Barber is 
a bachelor. 

Vet S. Moloney. — The service of this wide-awake, enterprising, far- 
seeing and progressive business man to Northern Michigan will be best 
portrayed by a description of his work, a recital of his aspirations and 
a record of his achievements, brief and unsatisfactory as such a narra- 
tive must nec^sarily be in a work of this character. But the achieve- 
ments will speak for themselves, however briefly told, and the record 
will in all essential respects be its own interpreter, and make itself fully 
understood. 

Mr. Moloney is a native of Michigan and was born in the city of De- 
troit on June 5, 1875. He is a son of James F. and Bridget J^ Brown) 
Moloney, the former of whom is living, but the mother passed away in 
1893. James F. is president of the Cheboygan County Savings Bank, a 
position which he has held from the founding of the institution in 1905, 
and one in which he has been able to aid very materially in the expan- 
sion of its business and the extension of its popularity among the peo- 
ple of all classes in the community in which it operates. 

The son, Yet S. Moloney, obtained his academic education in the 
parochial schools of Detroit, and was prepared for business by a special 
course of training in one of Detroit's business colleges. His first occu- 
pation, in the way of earning a living for himself, was clerking in the 
First National Bank for a period of two years. He next passed one 
years as bookkeeper for the Cheboygan Brewing and Malting company, 
and in 1905 went to Alaska during the early excitement over the dis- 
covery of gold in that far away land. The conditions and prospects for 
success in Alaska, as he saw them, did not hold his interest, and in 1896 
he returned to Michigan and again took up his residence in Cheboygan. 
During the next nine years he was manager of the Cheboygan Brewing 
and Malting company, continuing to serve it faithfully until 1905, when 
he became a director of the Cheboygan County Savings Bank, which was 
founded on March 1, that year, and the affairs of which claimed his at- 
tention as an assistant to his father, who was elected president of the 
new financial institution. He is still connected with the bank as a direc- 
tor, but his other and far more extensive business now requires the 
greater part of his time and attention. 

In 1906 he also engaged in the real estate and insurance business 
with gratifying results, and during the postmastership of Arthur Wat- 
son served as assistant postmaster for a period of four years and a half. 
His operations in real estate were conducted for a time under the busi- 
ness name of the Cheboygan Realty Company. Through this he en- 
larged his undertakings and expanded his business to large proportions. 
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Mr. Moloney is also president of the Northeastern Michigan Develop- 
ment Bureau. This enterprise is the one with which his name is most 
conspicuously connected, and on which his business reputation mainly 
rests. The Bureau is incorporated under the laws of Michigan in that 
class of corporations which are ''organized not for profit or gain." It is 
public in its nature, and its directors are appointed by the boards of 
supervisors of the counties forming the district of northeastern Mich- 
igan. Its sole object is to persistently advertise the resources of the 
portion of the state for which it speaks, earnestly and without exaggera- 
tion. 

In furtherance of the purposes of the Bureau Mr. Moloney has had 
fitted up in the Paquette block attractive offices for his business and the 
accommodation of farmers. He has found that people from all sections 
of the country are looking in the direction of Cheboygan county for 
homes, and he has put himself in a position to convince all comers that 
the county has everything they need in the way of present resources and 
promise of future development and improvement. 

In making his display of the county's possibilities Mr. Moloney has 
adopted a method which must appeal to the intelligence and win the 
approval of all inquirers. He has his walls and show windows adorned 
with all kinds of grasses, grains and other farm products, and also shows 
in an attractive way the industrial products of this region. In the rear 
of the office is a room especially fitted up for the use of farmers who 
wish to have some convenient place for the transaction of business. 
This is supplied with writing materials and other appurtenances requi- 
site for its purposes, all of which are for the free use of the patrons of 
the office. The bureau of which Mr. Moloney is the head has exhaustive 
literature for distribution in which the resources of northeastern Michi- 
gan are set forth in plain, unvarnished language, every fact stated being 
an actual verification of its truth. 

Mr. Moloney has taken a very earnest interest and a leading part in 
the fraternal life of Cheboygan, and been of great service in expanding 
its usefulness and influence for good among the people. He is a Past 
Exalted Ruler of Cheboygan Lodge No. 504, Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, and is well known throughout the state for his deep and 
serviceable interest in the order. He has also been secretary of the 
Cheboygan Chamber of Commerce, which he served three years in that 
capacity, greatly to its advantage and that of the Community. In poli- 
tics he is independent, with primary consideration for ,the good of the 
city and county, and without any restraint in his action on account of 
partisan claims of any kind, or personal attachments, however strong 
they may be. 

On October 29, 1901, Mr. Moloney was united in marriage with Miss 
Anna McMuUen, a native of Canada and the daughter of Patrick and 
Mary McMullen, natives of that country and now residents of Alpena, 
Michigan. Five children have been born of the union, and all of them 
are living. They are : Raymond S., Lawrence J., Dorothy M., Armond 
J. and Arthur L. They are all started in the way of securing a good 
education as soon as they are old enough, there being no asset in human 
life their parents estimate more highly than good mental development 
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and thorough mental training, as a preparation for the exacting duties 
of modem American life. 

Mr. Moloney is held to be one of the most capable, ready and re- 
sourceful of Cheboygan county ^s business men, one of its most agreeable 
men in social life, and one of its most useful and representative citizens. 
His wife also stands high in the esteem and good will of the people, and 
their attractive home is one of the most popular and most highly appre- 
ciated social centers in the city. No names stand higher on the list of 
Cheboygan county's list of most desirable citizens, and none has a better 
right at the top of the list. This is the universal testimony of the peo- 
ple of both city and county. 

Joseph Valley. — The present postmaster of Provemont, Leelanau 
county, Michigan, is Mr. Joseph Valley, who in addition to his official 
duties also conducts a general store at this village. He was born in 
Switzerland on on the 1st of February, 1855, and he was a child of but 
five years of age at the time of his parents' removal to America. His 
father, whose name was Frank Valley, wa^ a watchmaker by trade and 
in 1860 he, in company with his wife and three children, emigrated to 
America, locating at Dayton, Ohio, where he was identified with the 
work of his trade for about one year, at the expiration of which the 
family home was established in the city of Buffalo, New York. Three 
years later, in the fall of 1863, removal was made to Glen Arbor, Michi- 
gan, in the vicinity of which place the father purchased a farm of one 
hundred and sixty acres of timber land, which he cleared and on which 
the family continued to reside until 1875, in which year they came to 
Provemont township, Leelanau county. Mr. and Mrs. Frank Valley are 
now deceased. 

Joseph Valley, the immediate subject of this review, was the second 
in order of birth in a family of three children, and he received his edu- 
cational training in Buffalo, New York, and in the public schools of 
Leelanau county, Michigan. Up to 1896 he was identified with farm- 
ing and in that year he located in the village of Provemont, where he 
engaged in the general merchandise business, in which he has made of 
success not an accident but a logical result. On the 1st of August, 1900, 
he was appointed postmaster of Provemont by President McKinley, and 
he has continued in tenure of that position to the present time, in 1911. 
In politics he endorses the cause of the Republican party, and while he 
has never been anxious for the honors or emoluments of public office he 
has been honored with the offices of justice of the peace and highway 
commissioner, in both of which he acquitted himself most creditably. 
In church matters he and his wife are devout communicants of the 
Catholic church. 

In the year 1890 Mr. Valley married Miss Josephine Moshier, of 
Provemont. She was born at Bi&alo, New York, and she came with her 
parents to Michigan about the year 1866. Her father was an old lake 
engineer on the Great Lakes and when he came to Michigan he purchased 
and operated a saw mill for a number of years at Provemont. Mrs. 
Valley's grandfather, Antoine Manseau, was the first white settler in 
Leland. He started from Manistee on the 17th of June, 1853, and with 
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his wife and seven children sailed to South Manitou Island, landing 
there on the 21st of June, that year. Thence they sailed to Carp river, 
landing in the vicinity of Leland, where they hurriedly constructed a 
house. Their boat was called the Lillie and in it Mr. Manseau made a 
trip to the city of Chicago in order to collect money for sawing done. 
On the return trip he brought back with him more machinery for the 
saw mill which he was operating. During their first year in this section 
they encountered but thirteen white people and one of the inmates of 
their home was Sleeping Bear, an Indian mail carrier. In 1854 H. S. 
Buchman came to Leelanau county, examining the timber land, and in 
1855 the town of Leland was organized. The first presidential election 
in the town of Leland was held in 1856, at the home of Antoine Manseau, 
who was one of the strongest and most potent influences in promoting 
the progress and development of Leland. No children have been born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Valley. 

C. Edson Churchill. — One of the most enterprising and most 
widely known representatives of the Fourth Estate in Northern Michi- 
gan is C. Edson Churchill, editor and publisher of the Petoskey Even- 
ing News, which has been in existence since 1902 and which is the first 
daily newspaper to be published north of Traverse City. This clean, 
interesting and up-to-date moulder of public opinion and chronicler of 
the daily happenings of life in the city came into existence through the 
efforts of Mr. Churchill and enjoys high prestige in Newspaper dom. 

Charles Edson Churchill was born in Joliet, Will county, Illinois, 
September 13, 1858, the son of Charles G. and Jennie (Graves) Church- 
ill. Both parents are now deceased, the father having passed away 
in 1877, when the subject was a young man. There were three children 
in the family, a sister, Fannie, the eldest child, having become the wife 
of Charles J. Garvin of Goshen, Indiana; and a brother, William B., 
residing at the present time at East Chattanooga, Tennesee. Young 
Churchill secured his education in the schools of Ohio and as early as 
the age of eleven years, he entered the ranks of the wage earners, en- 
gaging to carry water to the laborers in a brick yard for the sum of 
one dollar a week. He attended school in the winter, working for his 
board and in time he became a worker in the brick yard, carrying brick 
and receiving for his services forty cents a day. In the summer of 
1871, he worked on a farm in Richland county, Ohio, and in the winter 
following he attended school at Gallon, Ohio. In 1872 the young fellow 
made a radical change and one that was to affect his whole subsequent 
career, for he secured a position in the office of the Gallon Democrat, of 
which John C. Covert was proprietor, that gentleman being a well- 
known journalist of Cleveland, Ohio, who became a prominent public 
speaker. He remained with this publication until 1875, and in addi- 
tion to his duties with the Democrat, clerked in the postofifice. In the 
year mentioned, Mr. Churchill removed to Caledonia, Marion county, 
Ohio, and accepted a position as foreman of the Argns, but he remained 
there a comparatively short time, returning to Gallon in 1876 and renew- 
ing his association with the Gallon Democrat. In the fall he worked 
in the harvest field and if experience counts for aught he might have 
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been a successful farmer. In May, 1877, he removed to Independence, 
Kansas, and worked on the Kansan, published by W. H. Warner. He 
worked as a printer in various Kansas towns and did not return home 
until the fall of 1877, when he received news of his father's death. His 
career for a time was of a desultory character, acting as a printer and 
doing such other work as he could find. In 1878, he first became identi- 
fied with the state of Michigan, locating in Adrian and engaging with 
Willard Sterns as foreman of that gentleman's paper. The Adrian 
Press. He continued in this association until 1887, when he removed to 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and secured a position with the job printing 
department of the Evening Wisconsin. He had during his residence 
in the Wolverine state become favorably impressed with its advantages 
and in 1888 he came to Petoskey and accepted a position in the me- 
chanical department of the Independent Democrat of which Charles S. 
Hampton was editor and publisher. In 1898, Mr. Churchill came to a 
decision to establish himself upon a more independent footing and 
started a job printing office which proved a great success. In 1900 with 
the co-operation of Elmer E. Goldsmith the subject purchased the Inde- 
pendent Democrat and operated that sheet jointly, and upon the death 
of Mr. Goldsmith in 1905, Mr. Churchill took over his interest and be- 
came sole proprietor. This was a weekly publication, but in 1902 the 
subject established the first daily paper north of Traverse City, this 
being known as the Petoskey Evening News, and a most successful ca- 
reer and steady growth have been its portion. 

Mr. Churchill is one of the most prominent of Northern Michigan 
Masons, holding membership in Durand Lodge, No. 344, Free & Ac- 
cepted Masons, for seventeen years having acted as secretary of the 
same. He is also affiliated with Emmet Chapter, Eoyal Arch Masons; 
with Petoskey Council, No. 52, Eoyal & Select Masters. He is also a pop- 
ular member of Petoskey Lodge, No. 629, Benevolent & Protective Or- 
der of Elks, and to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He gives 
heart and hand to the men and measures of the Democratic party and 
is influential in bringing into being many beneficial measures. 

On November 23, 1881, occurred the marriage of Mr. Churchill, his 
chosen lady being Miss Margaret A. Chicotte, a native of Monroe, 
Michigan. 

James E. Postal. — The future of Evart and Osceola county lies 
mainly in the hands of the younger generation, and one of its most 
promising and enterprising representatives is James E. Postal, cashier 
of the Evart Savings Bank. Although still in his twenties he has already 
proved his value and usefulness as a citizen, standing second to none in 
the estimation of the general public. He is actively interested in all 
things which may prove conducive to the general welfare of the com- 
munity, and his support is given to all worthy enterprises. He has 
already made a name for himself in banking circles and has the distinc- 
tion of having assumed his present important position probably younger 
than any of his contemporaries, his years numbering only twenty-two 
at the time. 

Mr. Postal is a native son of the place, his birth having occrurred 
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within the pleasant borders of the same March 5, 1884. He is the son 
of one of Evart's leading citizens, Frank S. Postal, president of the 
Evart Savings Bank and identified in the same high capacity with the 
Champion Tool & Handle Company. The elder Mr. Postal is a native 
of Michigan, his birthplace having been Utica, and the date October 8, 
1843. His mother, whose maiden name was Ella Wright, was born 
in Canada. His grandfather, Wellington Postal, was one of the pio- 
neers of northern Michigan who redeemed his homestead from the forest, 
and came to be one of the well-known and highly esteemed citizens of 
his district. The parents of him whose name initiates this review were 
married in 1883, and he is the eldest child of their union. The other 
members of the family are Gertrude E., Spencer and Geneva A. The 
father's history is treated more in detail on other pages of this work. 

James R. Postal is indebted for his preliminary education to the 
public schools of Evart, from whose higher department he was gradu- 
ated with the class of 1903. He enjoyed the advantages of a higher 
education, matriculating in the State University of Michigan at Ann 
Arbor. Soon after finishing his collegiate course he accepted a position 
in the Evart Savings Bank as assistant cashier, this being on October 
1, 1904, and in January, 1907, having proved faithful and efficient in 
lesser matters, he was advanced to the position of cashier, which he now 
holds. He has given the most efficient and enlightened service and pos- 
sesses those sterling traits of character which everywhere win respect, 
confidence and friendship, not to mention admirable social qualities. 
The Evart Savings Bank was organized by the father in October, 1904, 
with a capital stock of $30,000, and the personnel of the officers at the 
head of the flourishing institution are as follows : President, Frank S. 
Postal; vice-president, E. C. Cannon; cashier, James R. Postal; board 
of directors: William Latta, William E. Davis, William Monroe, E. C. 
Cannon, George F. Andrus, Hugh Alexander, David Wolf, of Grand 
Rapids, and Fred Postal, of Detroit. 

Like his father, Mr. Postal finds a great amount of pleasure and 
profit in his lodge relations, for he is a Mason, belonging to the Blue 
Lodge and the Chapter. He is likewise a Greek letter fraternity man, 
while at Ann Arbor having joined the Kappa Sigma. 

On the 15th day of June, 1907, Mr. Postal became a recruit to the 
ranks of the Benedicts, the young woman to become his wife being Miss 
Margaret Ide, daughter of LaYerne M. and Catherine (Drew) Ide, of 
New York city. Mrs. Postal is a native of Detroit, and their marriage 
was celebrated in that city. The Republican party can claim the alle- 
giance of Mr. Postal, and the interest he takes in public affairs and the 
furtherance of the general welfare is that of every young citizen of the 
best type. 

David Ralston, M. D., has been a resident of Cadillac, Michigan, 
for more than twenty- three years, during which time he has been en- 
gaged in the practice of his profession and identified with the best in- 
terests of the city. 

Dr. Ralston looks back to the ''Keystone state" as the place of his 
nativity and the home of his ancestry for several generations. He was 
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born July 30, 1850, near Carlisle, in Cumberland county, Pennsylvania, 
son of David and Emma (Washmood) Ralston, both natives of that 
county ; the former, bom in 1830, died in 1907, and the latter, bom in 
1831, died in 1908, Andrew Ralston, the Doctor ^s great-grandfather, 
settled in the Cumberland valley of Pennsylvania as early as 1728. He 
was of Scotch and Irish parentage. Dr. Ralston 's grandmother on his 
father's side, Lacy McCallister, who settled in the same valley in 1736, 
was a daughter of Archibald McCallister, and the Doctor is of the fifth 
generation from the tenth son, and is himself the eldest of a family of 
six children. The McCallisters were prominent Presbyterians, active 
in the establishment of their church in Pennsylvania. The Ralstons 
also were Presbyterians. David Ralston, the Doctor's father, was by 
occupation a merchant, nearly all his life being engaged in the drug 
business at Carlisle. 

His early education Dr. Ralston received in the schools of Carlisle. 
He took a course of study at Dickinson College, and prepared himself 
for his profession in the University of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia, 
where he graduated with the degree of M. D. on March 13, 1873. The 
two years following his graduation were spent in the practice of medi- 
cine at Carlisle. In 1875 he moved over into Ohio and took up his resi- 
dence at Niles, where he remained until 1879. That year he came to 
Michigan. His first home in this state was at Davison, where he prac- 
ticed his profession from 1879 until June, 1888, when he took up his 
residence and opened an office at Cadillac. While conducting a general 
practice he makes a specialty of children's diseases, in the treatmelit of 
which he has been very successful. For years he has been medical ex- 
aminer for several life insurance companies and benefactory societies. 
In 1895 he was appointed health officer of Cadillac, which office he has 
since filled, and since 1898 he has been coroner of Wexford county, hav- 
ing been re-elected from time to time to succeed himself. He is presi- 
dent of the Tri-County Medical Society and a member of the Michigan 
State Medical Society. Also he has membership in Clam Lake Lodge, 
No. 331, F. and A. M. ; Cadillac Lodge, No. 49, K. of P., the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks and other fraternal organizations. Polit- 
ically he is a Republican. 

On February 20, 1877, Dr. Ralston and Miss Agnes Stewart were 
united in marriage, and to them have been given three children, two 
daughters and a son; Marion, wife of William Cunningham, of New 
York city, and Hugh S. and Neil S. Mrs. Ralston was bom in Salem, 
Ohio, a daughter of Hugh and Sarah (Galbrath) Stewart, the former a 
native of Ohio, the latter of Pennsylvania, both now deceajsed. Mr. 
Stewart was by occupation a farmer. His religious creed was that of 
the Presbyterian church, and politically he was a Democrat. He and 
his wife were the parents of three children, Mrs. Ralston being the 
youngest. 

Joseph F. Slepicka, M. D. — ^Man's greatest treasure in this world is 
physical health and vigor : nothing stagnates mental activity so quickly 
as prolonged sickness, — hence the broad field for human helpfulness 
afforded in the medical profession. He whose name initiates this article 
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is engaged in the practice of medicine and surgery at Buttons Bay, 
Leelanau county, Michigan, and he has here maintained his home since 
1905. He was born in the city of Chicago, Illinois, on the 12th of March, 
1877, and is a son of Frank and Mary (Angel) Slepicka, 

To the excellent public schools of Chicago Dr. Slepicka is indebted 
for his early educational training, having been graduated in one of 
the high schools of that city. In 1898, after completing a preparatory 
course for entrance into a medical institution, he was matriculated in 
Rush Medical College, at Chicago, in which he was graduated as a 
member of the class of 1902 and from which he received his well earned 
degree of Doctor of Medicine. After graduating he entered Cook 
county and Presbyterian Hospitals, Chicago, where he acted as assistant 
for one year and where he gained most valuable clinical experience. 
In 1903 he removed to Michigan and entered upon the active practice 
of his profession at Traverse City, where he assisted Dr. Holiday for 
a time. In 1903 he went to Leland, where he remained for the ensuing 
two years, after which he came to Suttons Bay, where he has since 
been identified with the work of his profession and where he has built 
up a large and lucrative patronage. He is well versed in the science 
and practice of medicine and in the same is making of success not an 
accident but a logical result. 

In June, 1904, was solemnized the marriage of Dr. Slepicka to 
Miss Harriet Greilick, of Traverse City. She was born and reared at 
a place near Traverse City, called Greilickville in honor of her father, 
who had large lumber interests there. Her parents numbered among 
the first settlers of Grand Traverse county, Michigan. Dr. and Mrs. 
Slepicka have three children, whose names and respective dates of 
birth are here entered, — Caroline, September 17, 1906 ; Charlotte, June 
28, 1909, and Josephine, March 30, 1911. 

Dr. Slepicka accords an uncompromising allegiance to the cause 
of the Republican party in his political convictions and he and his wife 
are zealous members of the Congregational church. At the present 
time, in 1911, he is coimty coroner and is health officer of the village. 
In a fraternal way he is affiliated with the Masonic Order of Knights 
Templar, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows^ the C. S. P. S., of 
Traverse City, and the Modern Woodmen of America. He is a loyal 
and public-spirited citizen and is recognized throughout the county 
of Leelanau for his skill as a physician and surgeon. 

Arthur R. Gerow. — Although a native of the province of Ontario, 
born in Belleville on September 13, 1869, this prominent citizen of 
Cheboygan and active force in the industrial, mercantile and official 
life of the city and county, has been a resident of Michigan for twenty- 
eight years, and during the whole of that period has been connected 
with the state 's activities in a useful and productive way. He is there- 
fore thoroughly Americanized and as zealous in behalf of the interests 
of his adopted country as he ever could have been in promoting those 
of the land of his birth. 

Mr. Gerow is a son of James F. and Mary (FuUerton) Gerow, 
natives of Canada and the parents of one son and four daughters, the 
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son being the first born. The father came to Canada in 1885, and for 
some years wrought diligent at his trade as a millwright. Twenty 
years ago he was appointed superintendent of the county poor, and 
he has filled this office ever since so acceptably that he has seldom 
bad a competitor for the place. He is a Republican in politics and a 
Freemason and Knight of the Maccabees in fraternal association, hold- 
ing membership in the Cheboygan organizations of these benevolent 
societies. The mother died in 1901. 

Their son Arthur began his education in the schools of his native 
place, continued it in those of the city of Trenton in the county of 
Hastings, and completed it in Cheboygan, having come to this city with 
his parents when he was fourteen years old. After leaving school he 
secured a position with Thompson Smith & Sons, who operated saw 
mills and conducted an extensive lumber business;, remaining in their 
employ until the fall of 1895, when their plant was destroyed by fire. 

During the next few months Mr. Gerow was variously employed, 
and in 1896 became assistant postmaster of Cheboygan under J. C. 
Wooster. He filled this office very acceptably to both the head and 
the patrons of the office for a period of four years, then, in the autumn 
of 1900, started an enterprise in merchandising which he continued 
until December, 1910, when he sold the business to take charge of the 
office of county treasurer, to which he was elected in November 6 of 
that year, and which he is still holding. 

This was not, however, his first experience in official life. He had 
been supervisor of the Second ward in Cheboygan for nine years and 
a member of the school board for seven. The fitness, capacity and 
faithful attention to duty he displayed in these offices recommended 
him for the more elevated and responsible one, and the people acted 
with cordial approval on the recommendation furnished by his official 
career. The confidence in his integrity, independence and manliness 
manifested in his election as treasurer of the county was not mis- 
placed, his record in the office having fully sustained it and fixed him 
more firmly in the regard of the people of all classes in the county. 

Willi an abiding, alert and energetic devotion to the welfare of the 
locality in which he lives, Mr. Gerow has been a potential force in aid 
of all undertakings designed to promote public improvements and en- 
hance the importance and influence of his city and county in industrial 
and commercial circles. He has also given earnest attention and helpful 
service to all good agencies at work for the betterment of their in- 
habitants. Looking upon fraternal organizations as among the bene- 
ficial institutions of the country, he has been long connected with 
several of them and done what he could to assist in building them up 
and extending their power for good, and for the enjoyment of all 
who are connected with them. 

He is an active member of Cheboygan Lodge of Master Masons 
and holds the rank of Past Master in it. He also belongs to Cheboygan 
Chapter, Royal Arch Masons; Cheboygan Commandery, Knights 
Templar: and Xekahnis Lodge, Knights of Pythias, in the same city. 
In politics he is an unwavering Republican and an earnest and effec- 
tive worker for the good of his party at all times. He stands high in 
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its councils and has the confidence of both its leaders and its rank 
and file. 

Mr. Gerow was married on June 19, 1895, to Miss Florence M. 
Strohn, a native of Cheboygan and a daughter of Daniel W. and 
Frances (Woodward) Strohn. Mr. Strohn was born in Port Huron 
and is now living at Mullet Lake in this state. His wife is a native of 
Kingston, Ontario. They have two children living, Mrs. Gerow and 
her brother Frederick, who is an engineer on the Grand Rapids & 
Indiana Railroad, and has been so employed for a number of years, 
serving he company with benefit to it and credit to himself. 

Their father served in the Wisconsin Volunteer Cavalry during the 
Civil war, and came to Cheboygan to live soon after its close. He was 
engaged in farming at Mullet Lake until 1908, when he retired from 
all active pursuits. He is a member of Cheboygan Lodge of Masons 
and Ruddock Post of the Grand Army of the Republic, stands well 
in the regard of the people, and is looked upon by all classes as a 
worthy representative of the best citizenship of the county and state. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerow have three children, their daughters Mildred 
E. and Mary J. and their son Colin A., all of whom are still living under 
the parental rooftree and adding to the warmth and attractiveness of 
the family circle and its popularity in the community. 

Will Z. Searle. — One of the pioneer jewelers at Petoskey, Michigan, 
Will Z. Searle has been a prominent and influential resident of this 
place for the past quarter of a century. The years have told the tale 
of an eminently successful career, due to the possession of energy and a 
fixed determination to master all difficulties and to succeed against all 
odds. His loyalty and public spirit have ever been of the most insistent 
order and his achievements in private and public life make him well 
worthy of representation in this compilation dedicated to the careers 
of distinguished and representative citizens of northern Michigan. 

Will Z. Searle was born in Ingham county, Michigan, the date of his 
nativity being the 20th of June, 1859. He is a son of Jesse 0. and 
Frances (DuBois) Searle, both of whom were born in Delaware county, 
New York, the former on the 17th of June, 1811, and the latter in the 
year 1832. The father was summoned to eternal rest in 1884 and his 
cherished and devoted wife passed to her reward in 1876. Dr. and Mrs. 
Jesse 0. Searle became the parents of two children, namely, — Olin L. ; 
and Will Z., the immediate subject of this review. The father was a 
physician and surgeon by profession and he was engaged in active prac- 
tice at Leslie, in Ingham county, Michigan, for a period of forty years. 
He received his medical education in the city of New York and during 
the period of his residence in Michigan gained distinctive prestige as 
one of the ablest and most skilled doctors in Ingham county. He was 
a prominent Mason during his lifetime and in religious matters was a 
devout member of the Methodist Episcopal church. In politics he ac- 
corded a stalwart allegiance to the principles and policies promulgated 
by the Republican party and while he never manifested aught of ambi- 
tion for the honors and emoluments of public office of any description he 
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was ever on the alert and enthusiastically in sympathy with all meas- 
ures and enterprises advanced for the good of the general welfare. 

To the public schools of Leslie, Michigan, Will Z. Searle is indebted 
for his preliminary educational training, the same including a partial 
course in the high school of that place. When fifteen years of age he 
left school and entered upon an apprenticeship at the jeweler's trade. 
In 1882 he came to Petoskey, where he was engaged for two years as an 
employe of J. S. Coffman in the jewelry business, at the expiration of 
which he went to Mason, Michigan, remaining there until 1885. In 
the latter year he again came to Petoskey, where he has since maintained 
his home and business headquarters. He was the pioneer jeweler in 
this city and in connection with his modern and well-equipped estab- 
lishment he conducts an ophthalmic department, testing eyes and fit- 
ting glasses. He was graduated in the Chicago Ophthalmic College as 
a member of the class of 1895 and hence is particularly well fitted for 
optical work. In his political convictions he is a staunch Republican 
and in his religious faith he is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, with which he has been officially and actively connected for the 
past twenty-five years. In the grand old Masonic order he has passed 
through the circle of the York Rite branch, holding membership in 
Durand Lodge, No. 344, Free & Accepted Masons; Emmet Chapter, 
No. 104, Royal Arch Masons; Petoskey Council, No. 52, Royal & Select 
Masters ; and Ivanhoe Commandery, No. 36, Knights Templar. He and 
his wife are both affiliated with Beulah Chapter, No. 63, Order of the 
Eastern Star; and with Queen Esther Shrine, No. 15, 0. W. S. of J. 
In the Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine he is a 
member of Saladin Temple, at Grand Rapids, Michigan. Mr. Searle 
has been connected with the above orders for the past twenty-six years. 
He is a man of splendid mental caliber and deep human sympathy and 
all his acts have been characterized by that inmate kindliness of spirit 
which indicates a broad and generous outlook on life. In business 
circles his methods have been of the fair and honorable type and he is 
everywhere accorded the unalloyed confidence and esteem of all with 
whom he has come in contact. 

At Mason, in Ingham county, Michigan, on the 14th of April, 1886, 
was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Searle to Miss Carrie Hawley, whose 
birth occurred at Mason on the 23d of February, 1863, and who is a 
daughter of Silas R. and Lodeska (Case) Hawley, the former a native 
of New York, and the latter of Ingham county, Michigan. Mr. Hawley 
was a painter and decorator by occupation, but is now deceased, having 
attained to the venerable age of seventy-two years. Mr. and Mrs. Haw- 
ley became the parents of two children, — ^Mrs. Searle and Elmer. Mr. 
and Mrs. Searle have two children, — Jessie L., whose birth occurred on 
the 12th of June, 1888 ; and Granville O., born on the 3d of January, 
1890. Both children have been afforded the best of educational advan- 
tages and are now at the parental home. 

Reuben Wade, a retired farmer and leading citizen of Tawas City, 
Iosco county, is a fine example of the northern Michigan man whose 
life presents a consistent illustration of bravery whether its lines are 
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cast in the battlefields of war or amid the strifes of the pioneer. His 
is >also an example of success in material things as well as of civic 
affairs ; and of uninterrupted progress which has never been weighted 
by mean motives or questionable practices. 

Mr. Wade is a native of the Wolverine state, born in Macomb 
county in the year 1846, to James and Betsey Wade, who had come 
from New York state six years before. His father was a native of 
New York and his mother, of Massachusetts. James Wade purchased 
a farm of eighty acres in Lapeer county not long after coming to Mich- 
igan, in 1840, and there his son Reuben received most of his education. 
In his young manhood he identified himself actively with lumbering 
and farming. On September 1, 1864, then in his nineteenth year, he 
enlisted in Company K, Eleventh Michigan Volunteer Cavalry, and six 
days afterward he was at the front to assist in filling up the depleted 
ranks of that command. He remained in that branch of the service 
and met every duty and difficulty as a true soldier should until his 
honorable discharge from the Union army on the 18th of May, 1865. 
On his return to civic walks Mr. Wade spent some time in Oil 
City, Pennsylvania, where he was engaged in the refining business, and 
then moved to Tawas township, Michigan. At this time (1867) he also 
made a radical change in his life plans, and bound himself to the fertile 
soil, invigorating climate and splendid citizenship of the Wolverine 
state. He first homesteaded one hundred and sixty acres of virgin 
forest, which he sold and with the proceeds settled in Tawas City with 
the intention of establishing himself in some kind of business. But 
the pursuits of agriculture — the healthful and independent life in the 
open — had the strongest appeal to his manhood, and he therefore 
abandoned town life and purchased a farm of one hundred and twenty 
acres on what is known as Hemlock road, Tawas township. In its 
wild state this tract cost him two dollars and fifty cents an acre, but 
its clearance, thorough cultivation and judicious improvement in every 
particular called for by modern husbandry, has increased its value 
many-fold until to-day it is one of the banner farms of the township 
and county. Both in buildings and machinery Mr. Wade has kept 
abreast with the most enterprising of his fellow agriculturists. When 
he first located in Tawas township he found as his predecessors only 
Michael Katterman and William McMullen, and they had been in the 
locality but a year. Such pioneers as these know the meaning of the 
real hardships, as well as the rude but satisfying pleasures of frontier 
life; for at that period northern Michigan was frontier territory as 
truly as the northern sections of the state of Washington is to-day. 
If anything, it was more truly a frontier life which they suffered and 
enjoyed than the Washingtonian of this day with his railroad advan- 
tages, his telephones and telegraphs and advanced communities within 
fairly easy reach, whatever his avocation. But Mr. Wade and his 
associates were real builders of a new country and have lived to see 
it advance from rugged, lonely forest to teeming field and prosperous 
centers of population. 

In 1907 Mr. Wade sold his farm in Tawas township, purchased a 
valuable property in the city and retired thither to a fairly-earned 
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repose during the natural decline of life. He still owns about fifteen 
hundred acres of wild land, which he contemplates bringing under 
cultivation; so that it is ev^ident that he has no intention of relin- 
quishing permanently those activities which are of physical and mental 
advantage to the vigorous man of his age. He also takes a deep 
interest in the public advancement of Tawas City, and before making 
it his residence was active in the affairs of the township through long 
and efficient service as justice of the peace, treasurer, commissioner 
of highw^ays and member of the district school board. 

In 1868, the year after he located in Tawas township, Mr. Wade 
married Miss Emma, the daughter of Mrs. R. A. Kelly, Although the 
eleven children of this union all died in childhood, the longing for 
parentage found relief in the adoption of a son^ Frederick, who, happily, 
has been the source to the bereaved father and mother of great consola- 
tion and comfort. Mrs. Reuben Wade was born in Canada in 1847. 
It should also be added, as completing a necessary link in the genealo- 
gical chair of Mr. Wade's family, that of his parents' seven children 
only the eldest and the youngest (himself) are living; their names, 
in natal order, are James E., Elizabeth, Arthur, Olive, Calvin, Luther 
and Reuben. 

Hon. Frank Shepherd. — One of the able and representative men of 
the bench and bar of northern Michigan is the Hon. Frank Shepherd, 
circuit court judge, leader in Republican politics and former repre- 
sentative in the lower house of the state Assembly from Cheboygan 
county. No one could be more closely identified with the history of 
the state of Michigan, by birth, ancestral tradition, and personal loyalty 
than he and the prominent part he plays in the many-sided life of the 
community is indeed fitting and appropriate. He was born in Dover 
township, Lenawee county, January 28, 1853. His grandfather, Rev. 
Paul Shepherd, was a pioneer in Michigan and afterward resided in 
Kansas where he risked much and labored hard in the cause of freedom. 
He organized the First Presbyterian church of Topeka and was chaplain 
of the first Free State legislature. His son, James H. Shepherd, father 
of the judge, was a farmer living near Adrian, and married Miss 
Roxanna McMath, a member of families of some prominence in both 
New York and Michigan, herself a native of the Wolverine state. Both 
his father and mother's ancestors fought in the Revolutionary war and 
in the war of 1812 and were principally of Scotch ancestry. The name 
Shepherd was derived from a Pennsylvanian (German) who anglicized 
his name Schaeffer. 

Young Frank Shepherd attended a district school in his native 
township and later a school in a neighboring village, working as a 
farm hand during the summer months to earn money for the payment 
of his tuition and board in the winter. In this way he advanced along 
the rugged road toward independence. There were four sons in his 
father's family, and one day he told the household that there was 
force enough at home without him to till the sixty acre farm, and that 
he intended to leave it and work out his own way in the world. He 
secured a teacher's certificate and during the ensuing fall and winter 
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taught a country school, returning in the spring to the farm. He became 
a student at the Ypsilanti Normal School and taught during vacations 
to earn money for further schooling. He was bent on securing a 
college education and to gratify this laudable ambition he had to earn 
the necessary funds, his parents being unable to assist him in the matter. 
He attended the noted institutions at x\drian, Michigan, and Oberlin, 
Ohio, and was diligent in the use of the facilities for mental develop- 
ment which they afforded him. 

After five years of drinking deep at the Pierian spring, Mr. Shep- 
herd secured employment as a clerk in Adrian, and entered the office 
of Messrs. Stay & Underwood of that city as a law student, remaining 
with the firm until he was admitted to the bar in 1878. The next year 
he removed to Cheboygan and devoted himself to the building of a 
law practice. His was the usual experience, his progress being slow 
at first. Accepting the worst which Fate had to deal and winning only 
courage from it, he soon found the success which is the logical out- 
come of his abilities. He ultimately formed a partnership with C. S. 
Reilly, under the firm name of Shepherd & Reilly, and this continued 
until Mr. Shepherd was elected judge in the spring of 1899. He was 
prosecuting attorney of Cheboygan county . from 1880 to 1884, was 
appointed judge of the probate court in 1886, and was elected probate 
judge in 1888. In 1890 and 1891 he was a member of the board 
of control of the Upper Peninsula prison, and in 1896 was elected to 
the lower house of the state legislature by a majority of six hundred 
and twelve votes over James F. Maloney, the Democratic-Peoples^ 
Union-Silver candidate. 

During his first term in the house of representatives he was chair- 
man of the committee on roads and bridges and a member of the 
judiciary committee. He was re-elected in 1898 and in the ensuing 
session was appointed chairman of the judiciary committee. In the 
spring of 1899, while still in attendance at the session of the legislature, 
he was nominated by the Republican convention of the Thirty-third 
judicial district as its candidate for judge of the circuit court and 
in the election which followed, received a majority of over six hundred 
and fifty votes. 

Judge Shepherd took his seat on the bench of the circuit court on 
January 1, 1900, and still occupies it, having been re-elected at every 
subsequent election. He has always been warmly interested in the 
progress and improvement of Cheboygan city and county and has 
ably assisted in promoting their advancement. He was one of the 
founders of the Cheboygan State Bank and has been its president from 
the time when it started business in February, 1905, and he is con- 
nected in a leading way with other institutions of value to the com- 
munity. Fraternally he is a prominent member of Cheboygan lodge 
of Master Masons, Cheboygan Chapter of Royal Arch Masons and 
Cheboygan Commandery of Knights Templar, taking a leading part in 
the work of each. He has held high offices in Odd Fellowship, includ- 
ing Grand Patriarch and Grand Representative. 

The Hon. Mr. Shepherd was married in February, 1879, to Miss 
Susan McMillan, their nuptials being solemnized at Deerfield, Lenawee 
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county, this state. Of the four children born of the union, two are 
living. The son, James F. is a lawyer in Cheboygan; the daughter, 
Mary Ethel, is at home. George Ralph, a promising young man died 
in 1910, and Katherine died in infancy. Mrs. Shepherd is a lady of 
culture and force of character and is prominent in the social and 
benevolent activities of the county, throughout which she is highly 
esteemed. Mrs. Shepherd is a daughter of James W, and Jenette 
(Fisher) McMillan, natives of the state of New York. She herself was 
born in Deerfield, Michigan, November 4, 1854, her ancestry being 
Scotch and English, the former predominating. 

AiiDEN E. Cross. — If ** biography is the home aspect of history,'' as 
Wilmott has expressed it, it is entirely within the province of true 
history to commemorate and perpetuate the lives and character, the 
achievements and honor of the illustrious sons of the state. High on 
the roll of those whose efforts have tended to advance the progress 
and improvement of Charlevoix county, Michigan, appears the name 
of Alden E. Cross, who has been a prominent and popular resident of 
East Jordan since 1905. At the present time, in 1911, Mr. Cross is 
Michigan superintendent and general manager for the Everett B. 
Clarke Seed Company, the main headquarters of which concern are at 
jMilford, Connecticut. He is also the present efficient and popular in- 
cumbent of the office of president of the village of East Jordan. 

Alden E. Cross was born in the county of Leeds, Canada, in 1862. 
He is a native son of Canada, where he was born and reared. The 
family home was maintained in the Dominion of Canada until the year 
1870, at which time removal was made to Central Lake, in Antrim 
county, Michigan, where the father engaged in agricultural pursuits. 
Under the invigorating discipline of the home farm in Antrim county 
Alden E. Cross was reared to maturity, his early educational training 
consisting of such privileges as were afforded in the neighboring dis- 
trict schools. He remained at home until he had reached his twenty- 
fifth year, at which time he was married. For two years after that 
important event he was in Grand Traverse county, as superintendent 
and buyer of seeds and grains for N. B. Keeney^ of LeRoy, New York. 
In 1890 he went to Charlevoix as manager for the D. M. Ferry Seed 
Company, remaining in their employ until 1905. In the latter year 
he came to East Jordan to assume full charge of the seed business in 
Michigan for the Everett B. Clarke Company, an extremely large and 
prosperous seed concern at Milford, Connecticut. 

While at Central Lake Mr. Cross was a member of the town board 
and during his residence at Charlevoix he was a member of the common 
council of the village. When Charlevoix was incorporated as a city 
Mr. Cross became a member of the board of aldermen and he continued 
in tenure of that office until his departure for East Jordan. Since his 
advent in this place he has served two years as a member of the council 
and in 1911 he was honored by his fellow citizens with election to the 
office of president of the village. In 1899 he was appointed county 
commissioner of the poor of Charlevoix county and by continual re- 
appointment to that office has continued incumbent thereof until the 
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present time, his last term expiring in 1912. In the spring of 1911 Mr. 
Cross was elected county commissioner of schools of Charlevoix county, 
his term of office to last for a period of four years. In his political 
convictions Mr. Cross is a stanch advocate of the principles and policies 
propounded by the Republican party and in a fraternal way he is 
affiliated with the local lodges of the Knights of Pythias and the 
Masonic order. 

In the year 1887 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Cross to Miss 
Hattie Mudge, who was reared and educated at Central Lake, Michigan. 
Mr. and Mrs. Cross have four children, concerning whom the following 
brief data are here recorded, — Lola is a popular and successful teacher 
in the public schools at St. Clair, Michigan ; Maud B. is engaged in the 
pedagogic profession at East Jordan ; and A. Victor and R. Bruce are 
at the parental home, being pupils in the public school at East Jordan, 
In their religious affiliations the Cross family are consistent members 
of the Presbyterian church, to whose charities and good works he is a 
most liberal contributor. 

Petee B. Cade is one of the prominent old pioneers of Iosco county, 
Michigan. Coming to Tawas City as early as 1866, he has been con- 
nected with the lumber industry in one way or another during most of 
his life. At the present time, in 1911, he is agent for the Lands Com- 
pany, in the capacity of settling homeseekers. Mr. Cade was born in 
the Dominion of Canada, on the 11th of May, 1847, and is a son of 
Richard and Elizabeth (Bowers) Cade, the former of whom was a na- 
tive of England and the latter of whom claimed the state of New York 
as the place of her birth. The parents' marriage was solemnized in 
Canada and to them were born eight children, five of whom are living 
and two of whom are residents of Michigan. The Cade family moved 
to the United States in 1857, location being made at Capac, Saint Clair 
county, Michigan, where the father was engaged in business and where 
he and his wife continued to reside until 1870, when they settled at 
Romeo, Macomb county. They passed to their reward, the father in 
1906, and the mother in 1900, both being interred at Capac. 

To the public schools of his native place Peter B. Cade is indebted 
for his early educational training and he was a child of but ten years 
of age at the time of his parents' emigration to Michigan, where he com- 
pleted his education in the primitive schools of Capac. When a youth 
of nineteen years he went to Tawas City, where he remained but a 
short time, going thence to the thickly timbered country farther north. 
In 1867, in company with his father, who was also in the lumber woods 
in the winter, he cleared the first farm in that part of the state, the 
same comprising one hundred acres. It was known as the Tanner 
farm and was situated in Curtis township, Iosco county. Subsequently 
he and his father secured a contract to cut down a dozen old pine trees 
in a clearing by themselves. This work was done for R. A. Alger but as 
there was no stipulation in regard to removing the felled trees Colonel 
Alger made an agreement with Peter B. Cade that if he would haul the 
tops away he would deed him a tract of eighty acres of land. Mr. 
Cade accepted the terms and in this way became the possessor of a fine 
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farm. This, however, was in the days when land was considered worth- 
less. Mr, Cade made a clearing on the land and later sold it to Julius 
Simons, it being to-day an exceedingly valuable farm. In 1867 he be- 
gan lumbering for the firm of Moore & Alger and continued in their 
employ up to the year 1887, during which time he was engaged in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, getting out as much as thirty-five millions 
of feet of lumber a year ; he followed what is called jobbing or contract 
work. In 1864 he was mustered into the United States service, in com- 
pany with his brother William, as a member of Company H, Fourth 
Michigan Volunteer Infantry. He continued in service for nearly two 
years and during that time participated in many of the important 
struggles marking the close of the war, including the battles of De- 
catur, Murfreesboro, Whitesburg and the Twenty Days Siege. He was 
with General Thomas at Franklin and Nashville and while at Decatur 
was slightly wounded. There were six pair of brothers in Mr. Cade's 
company and of the number Mr. Cade and his brother were the only 
pair who lived to return home. They both received their honorable dis- 
charge and were mustered out of service in Houston, Texas, in 1866. 
Mr. Cade has ever retained a deep interest in his old comrades in arms 
and signifies the same by membership in Captain Hiram Burrows Post, 
Grand Army of the Republic, in which he has served on several oc- 
casions as post commander. He is also a member of Macomb, St. Clair 
& Sanilac Counties Soldiers & Sailors Association, of which he was presi- 
dent for thirteen consecutive years. 

In his present position with the Lands Company, at AuSable, Mr. 
Cade takes care of different sections of land and settles home-seekers on 
the tracts sold to them. In 1910 his land sales amounted to sixty thous- 
and dollars and he is now agent for the disposal of some one hundred 
and forty thousand acres, of which he has sole charge. His marvelous 
success in the land business is largely due to the kindly interest and 
great courtesy shown to all his customers. In politics Mr. Cade ac- 
cords a stalwart allegiance to the principles and policies of the Repub- 
lican party and while he has never shown aught of desire for political 
preferment he has ever been sincere and earnest in his support of all 
measures projected for the advancement and fostering of progress and 
development. He is a man of keen foresight and unusual energy and 
his varied experiences in connection with the lumber industry and the 
land business have brought him in close contact with nature and de- 
veloped in him that quick responsive sympathy which is so character- 
istic of a manly, moral personality. In fraternal orders he has passed 
through the circle of York Rite Masonry, holding membership in the 
Blue Lodge of Macomb, No. 64, Free & Accepted Masons ; Romeo Chap- 
ter, No. 17, Royal Arch Masons ; and commandery No. 6, Knights Tem- 
plars. He and his wife are zealous members of the Baptist church, 
in the different departments of which they have ever been interested 
factors. 

In the year 1872 was recorded the marriage of Mr. Cade to Miss 
Elizabeth Read, who is a daughter of Thomas and Ann Read and who 
was reared and educated in Macomb county. The parents of Mrs. Cade 
were both natives of England, whence they emigrated to the United 
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States about the years 1830 and 1832, settling in Macomb county, 
Michigan, where Mr. Read purchased a farm of one hundred acres, on 
which he erected beautiful and substantial buildings and on which he 
continued to reside until his death in 1895. His wife died in 1900, 
Mr. and Mrs. Cade lived on the old Read homestead from 1885 until 
1900, when they removed to his present comfortable home in Osceola, 
where he had been in the employ of the state one year, looking after 
the lands belonging to it. No children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Cade. 

John R. Ladd. — Few men are better known in Osceola county than 
John R. Ladd, one of the pillars of local Republicanism and a man who, 
figuring prominently in public life, has proved himself worthy of every 
trust and very zealous of advancing the interests of the people. In 1908 
Mr. Ladd was elected to an important office, thus receiving signal mark 
of the confidence and approval of the community in which his interests 
are centered, and so efficient were his services in this office that he was 
re-elected in the fall of 1910. Mr. Ladd has spent nearly thirty years 
within the pleasant boundaries of Osceola county, and has witnessed its 
remarkable growth and advancement, while at the same time contribut- 
ing in due measure to the same. 

The treasurer of Osceola county and a resident of Hershey, is a na- 
tive of the Wolverine state, his birth having occurred in Jackson county 
October 31, 1844. The Ladd family is one which has been identified in 
a praiseworthy manner with New England, the cradle of so much of our 
national history, and it was in Windsor, Connecticut, that John Ladd, 
father of the subject, first opened his young eyes to the light of day. 
Less than two years previous to the birth of Mr. Ladd (in March, 1842), 
the father decided to cast his fortunes with the newly opening state of 
Michigan, and he chose Jackson county as a desirable location. By oc- 
cupation a farmer, he entered land and soon came to enjoy the esteem 
of the community in whose life he played his role. He lived to see many 
changes and progress which he would have called impossible, for he en- 
joyed great length of days, being called to his reward when his years 
numbered ninety-two. His father, John Ladd, was a native of Connec- 
ticut, and of English descent. The subject's mother, whose maiden 
name was Maria D. Lewis, was a native of the state of New York and of 
Welsh descent. Her death was untimely, for she was but thirty-eight 
years of age when summoned to her eternal rest. She was the mother of 
two children, Mr. Ladd being the elder born, and Fredericka, the 
other. The father married a second time, Sarah Kutz, daughter of 
Samuel Kutz, and a native of Pennsylvania, coming to preside over his 
household. As her name indicates she was of Cerman origin and she 
became the mother of four children, two sons and two daughters, as 
follows: Sumner R., a farmer; L. F., a physician; Effie M., who mar- 
ried George Gary ; and Ina M., a teacher in Chicago. 

The boyhood of John R. Ladd was passed in Jackson county. To 
the public schools of the district is he indebted for his preliminary edu- 
cation, and when not otherwise engaged he assisted in the manifold 
duties to be encountered upon any farm. After leaving the public 
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schools he matriculated in the Adrian, Michigan, CoUege and there 
spent one term. In his youth his inclinations as to a life work were of 
rather an indefinite character and he farmed for a time in Jackson 
county, and also engaged in mercantile business for a time. He made a 
radical change in 1883 when he decided upon a change of residence 
and came to Osceola county, locating in Hershey. He has held many 
local offices and always with the utmost satisfaction to his constituents. 
He was supervisor for six years of Hershey, and during almost the 
whole of his residence here he has served on the school board. From 
his earliest voting days he has given the warmest allegiance to the Re- 
publican party, and he is proud to be able to say that he has assisted in 
electing every Republican president since 1864, having cast his maiden 
vote for Abraham Lincoln. He is a citizen of great and commendable 
public spirit, and his personality is genial, which makes his popularity 
in this quarter easily explained. His election to the ofSce of county 
treasurer, as previously mentioned, occurred in 1908. 

On the 24th day of May, 1872, Mr. Ladd laid the foundation of a 
happy home life by his marriage with Miss Elva Woodward, who was 
then living in Jackson county, where her father, Samuel Woodward, 
was engaged in farming, but who was a native of Calhoun county, this 
state. They have given five young citizens to the state, namely: 
Howard A., John R., Jr., Wales, Arthur W., and Ruth I. The t^o 
oldest are engaged in farming; Wales is a clerk in a dry goods store, 
and Arthur W. is cashier of the First State Bank of Roscommon, Michi- 
gan. 

Fraternally Mr. Ladd is a Mason and his identification with the an- 
cient and august order covers a period of nearly forty years, his rela- 
tions with the brotherhood having been productive of much profit and 
pleasure. He is a member of the Baptist church and gives assistance to 
those good causes promulgated by the church body. 

pRED A. DiGGiNS, of the firm of Murphy & Diggins, lumber dealers, 
Cadillac, Michigan, was born in July, 1862, near Harvard, McHenry 
county, Illinois, and there on a farm he spent his childhood and early 
life, receiving his education in the public schools. 

Mr. Diggins remained in his native state until 1879, at which time 
he left the old home and started out to make his own way in the world. 
Coming up into Michigan, he stopped first at the town of Hersey in 
Osceola county. About this time, feeling the need of some special 
preparation for business life, he entered the Grand Rapids Business 
College, where from 1880 to 1882 his time was occupied in the pur- 
suance of a course of study. At the end of that time he became book- 
keeper for his brother, Delos F. Diggins, with whom he remained until 
the latter part of 1886. In the autumn of that year he came to Cadillac 
and entered the employ of the private banking firm of Delos A. Blodgett 
& Company. He remained with this firm during the ensuing two years, 
at the end of which time he severed his connection with the bank in 
order to engage in the lumber business and associated himself with 
others under the firm name of F. A. Diggins & Company, at Sunny Side. 
That was in 1888. This company did a prosperous business for several 
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years. In 1897, having closed up the affairs of the old company, Mr. 
Diggins formed a partnership with Joseph Murphy, under the name of 
Murphy & Diggins, which has since conducted a thriving business on an 
extensive scale. As joint manager of this large enterprise Mr. Diggins 
displays fine executive ability and shows familiarity with every detail 
of the great lumber industry. 

Politically Mr. Diggins is a Republican, stanch and enthusiastic in 
party affairs. He has represented the people of Cadillac as a delegate 
to various nominating conventions. In 1892 he was a delegate to the 
National Republican Convention at Minneapolis, which nominated 
Benjamin Harrison for the presidency, and in the spring of the same 
year was honored by being elected mayor of Cadillac. His service as 
chief executive of the city was so satisfactory to the people, irrespective 
of party, that the following year he wa^ re-elected to the office, and 
when at the end of his second term he retired from the mayorship it 
was with the good will of all concerned. After the lapse o± two years 
he was again brought out for the office of mayor, and this time defeated 
his opponent by a greatly increased majority. By successive re-elec- 
tions he was retained in office during the next four years, thus round- 
ing out six years of service and making a record that fully justified the 
citizens of Cadillac in the wisdom of their choice. His mayoralty ter- 
minated in 1900, and since that date he has devoted his undivided at- 
tention to his extensive and increasing business interests. 

In 1890 Mr. Diggins married Miss Carrie Cummer, daughter of 
Jacob Cummer, one of the leading business men of Cadillac. Genial, 
hospitable, charitable, both Mr. Diggins and his wife exert unlimited 
influence for good. 

William Latta. — It is a pleasurable task to record the history of a 
man who has forged his way to the front by his own unaided efforts, 
refusing to recognize adverse circumstances, and who by resolute will 
and determination has won success and high standing in the world of 
business. Such a man is William Latta, secretary and treasurer of 
the Champion Tool & Handle Company, to whose sterling ability and 
worth his fellow citizens liberally testify. During the course of his 
residence in Evart he has been thoroughly identified with local upbuild- 
ing and improvement, taking a commendable interest in whatever 
promises to be of lasting benefit to the vicinity. Mr. Latta has long 
been associated in his present capacity with the Champion Tool & 
Handle Company, which has over forty men in its employ and is, indeed, 
one of the largest businesses of its kind in the United States. 

By the circumstance of birth Mr. Latta belongs to Fairfield county, 
Ohio, the family having for many years been honorably associated with 
that section of the Buckeye state, the grandfather being one of its 
pioneers. The eyes of the subject first opened to the light of day in 
the little city of Lancaster, the date of his nativity being May 8, 1856. 
Here in the year 1826 his father, also William Latta, had been born. 
The latter was reared and educated in his native place, his higher 
education having been received in Athens College in Athens, Ohio. 
He was a land owner and a hardware merchant and he was taken from 
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a community where he was regarded as a valuable factor in the prime 
of his usefulness, for he was only forty-nine years of age. His father, 
John Latta, was a native of Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, and, 
as said before, was one of the early settlers of Fairfield county, Ohio. 
He was a pioneer merchant and of English origin, the first Lattas to 
identify themselves with America having come from the ''right little, 
tight little island.'' The first of the maternal ancestors of the subject 
to come to America was no less famous a personage than Captain John 
Smith, president of the Virginia colony, whose romance with the Indian 
maid forms one of the most romantic pages of American tradition. 
The mother of him whose name initiates this review was Elizabeth 
Smith, direct descendant of the adventurous captain. This venerable 
and honored lady is still living, her years numbering eighty-one. Her 
father was James H. Smith. To her and her husband six children were 
born, four sons and two daughters, the subject being the third in order 
of birth. 

The boyhood days of Mr. Latta were spent in his native Lancaster, 
to whose excellent public schools he is indebted for his education. At 
the early age of eighteen years he severed home ties and set forth to 
make his fortunes, like the proverbial hero of romance. His way was 
taken through Indiana and Illinois, and he spent three years as a clerk 
in a mercantile business. This was no doubt important in that it was 
influential in determining his future field of endeavor. In 1879 he 
crossed the boundaries of Michigan and came direct to Evart, and 
here secured a position as agent for the E. & C. Eldrecl Lumber 
Company. 

In 1882 he represented the same company and then went to Minne- 
sota, where he remained until 1884, in which year he returned to Evart. 
Here he engaged in the mercantile business for three years, but at the 
end of that time sold out and accepted a position as traveling sales- 
man with the Champion Tool & Handle Company. He traveled for the 
space of eighteen years in the interests of the above-mentioned im- 
portant concern, and the results achieved by him were of the highest 
character. In the meantime he became interested in the company, and 
proving faithful and efficient in lesser details of the business he was 
given more and more to do and he was finally honored by the office 
of secretary and treasurer of the large concern, and he accepted the 
same. That was in the year 1890, and he has remained in such capacity 
from that time until the present day. The Champion Tool & Handle 
Company was organized in 1890 and has enjoyed an uninterrupted 
course of prosperity. Giving employment as it does to a large number 
of men and bringing a great amount of business to the town and 
county, it stands as one of the most important elements of its pros- 
perity, and those who are at its head and conduct its affairs, being, 
indeed, responsible for its existence, can be looked upon only in the 
light of benefactors. Mr. Latta has other important interests, being a 
director in the Evart Savings Bank and in other local enterprises. 
His identification with the community covers a period of thirty-one 
years. 

Mr, Latta has been twice married. His first union was solemnized 
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in March, 1880, Miss Sarah Bennett, daughter of William Bennett, 
becoming his wife. She died that same year, leaving an infant son, 
James W., who is now a resident of Grand Rapids, where he is engaged 
in the lumber business. Mr. Latta was married on the 25th day of 
June, 1883, to Miss Ellen Stewart, daughter of David Stewart, of 
Washington^ Macomb county, Michigan. Their one daughter, Alice M., 
is at home. 

Mr. Latta is one who takes a great amount of pleasure in his 
fraternal life. He is one of the prominent Masons of northern Michigan, 
holding the thirty-second degree and belonging to the Blue Lodge and 
the Knights Templars. 

Charles B. Ackerman. — The substantial and well-to-do citizens of 
Leelanau county have no more worthy representative than Charles B. 
Ackerman, who has for many years been intimately associated with the 
advancement of the business prosperity of Empire, and has filled the 
various offices of trust to which he has been elected with credit to him- 
self and to the satisfaction of his fellow citizens. He was born in 
Ohio in 1862, a son of Sanford and Christina (Bunnell) Ackerman, 
the former of whom was born in America, and the later in Germany. 

Coming with his family to Michigan about 1868, Sanford Ackerman 
bought land in Muskegon county, and began the improvement of a 
farm. ]\Ioving from there to the village of Muskegon, he served two 
terms as sheriff of Muskegon county, and for a number of years was 
marshal of Muskegon. He subsequently returned to his home farm, but 
in 1884 came to Leelanau county, and engaged in agricultural pursuits 
in Empire. 

Having completed his early education, Charles B. Ackerman entered 
the employ of the Empire Lumber Company, at Empire, and for five 
years had charge of the firm's store at Pearl Lake, after which he had 
for a time full control of the shipping of wood and bark for the com- 
pany. In 1901, in company with Michael Horen, of whom a brief per- 
sonal notice is given elsewhere in this work, Mr. Ackerman bought the 
furniture and undertaking business of George Esch, of Empire, and 
has continued it successfully until the present time, having carried it 
on alone since 1906, when he bought out Mr. Horen 's interest in the 
establishment. 

Genuinely interested in local affairs, Mr. Ackerman has served his 
constituents ably and acceptably in various offices within the gift of his 
fellow-citizens, having been supervisor, town clerk, county superinten- 
dent of the poor, village president and trustee, and deputy sheriff, a 
position which he held for some four years under Mr. Harrington. On 
January 2, 1902, he was made postmaster of Empire, and is now serv- 
ing his tenth year in that capacity. Politically he supports the princi- 
ples of the Republican party by voice and vote. Fraternally he belongs 
to the Ancient Free and Accepted Masons; the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows ; the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and to the 
Knights of the Maccabees. Religiously he is a regular attendant of the 
Methodist Episcopal church. 

Mr. Ackerman married first, in 1882, Julia F. Laughery, of Ra- 
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venna, Michigan, and to them four children were born, namely : Jessie, 
who lived but twelve brief years ; Charlie ; Laf e ; and Lottie. In 1895 
Mrs. Julia F. Ackerman parsed to the higher life. Mr. Ackerman sub- 
sequently married Frances C. Selby, of Hart, Michigan, and they are 
the parents of three children, namely : Ruth ; and Vera and Verl, twins. 

Nicholas Therry. — The spirit of determination, reliability and 
energy, which is so marked a characteristic of the Germans, has made 
the representatives of that nation valued citizens of every land to which 
the sons of Germany have gone. He whose name initiates this review 
was born at Luxemburg, Germany, on the 1st of April, 1842. Coming 
to this country when he was a child of but ten years of age, he was 
reared to maturity in the city of Detrok, Michigan, and as? a young 
man gave concrete evidenc% of his loy afty to the cause of the country of 
his adoption by enlisting for service in the Union army in the Civil war. 
He served with all of valor and distinction throughout that sanguinary 
struggle and since the close of the war has been variously engaged in his 
home state of Michigan. He is now living virtually retired at Harbor 
Springs, that beautiful center of the great northern Michigan resort 
country. At the present time, in 1911, he is giving most eflficient ser- 
vice as president of the village board and during his long and active 
career he has filled a number of important official positions. He is a 
man who commands the high regard and unqjialified esteem of his fel- 
low citizens and one whose exemplary life serves as lesson and incentive 
to the younger generation. 

Nicholas Therry is a son of Theodore and Lucy (Braun) Therry, 
both of whom were likewise natives of Germany. The father came to 
America in 1852, and having prepared the way somewhat, the family 
came the following year. The voyage to this country was made in a 
sailing ship and after disembarking in New York city the Therry family 
proceeded directly to Detroit, Michigan, where the father had obtained 
employment in the work of his trade — that of carpenter, and where he 
died in 1859, at the comparatively early age of forty-five years. The 
mother was summoned to eternal rest in 1854, at the age of thirty-five 
years. Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Therry became the parents of four chil- 
dren, of whom the subject of this review was the second in order of 
birth, and of whom two only are living in 1911. Nicholas Therry re- 
ceived his preliminary educational training in the public schools of 
Germany a«d4ater he effectively supplemented that discipline by study 
in the excellent schools of Detroit. As a young man he learned the 
shoemaker's trade and he devoted considerable attention to that par- 
ticular line of work during the major portion of his early career. 

When the dark cloud of the Civil war obscured the national horizon 
he enlisted for three months' service in Company H, Second Michigan 
Volunteer Infantry, at Detroit, on the 17th of April, 1861. At the ex- 
piration of that period he re-enlisted for service in the same company 
and regiment and served with the utmost efficiency during the remain- 
der of the war. He was a soldier in the Third Army Corps, then the 
Ninth Army Corps, and he was taken prisoner at Knoxville, Tennesee. 
While on picket duty at Fort Sanderson he was captured, taken to Lib- 
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by prison, transferred thence to Belle Isle and later taken to Ander- 
sonville prison. From the latter place he was removed to Savannah 
and from that city was taken to the Charleston prison. Subsequently, 
while being sent by freight train from Charleston to Florence, he evaded 
the guards and escaped to the woods back of Charleston, where he re- 
mained in hiding for some length of time. Finally, on the 22d of Feb- 
ruary, 1865, he managed to get inside the Union lines and he received 
his honorable discharge and was mustered out of service on the 11th of 
July, 1865. 

After the close of the war Mr. Therry learned the mason's trade 
and in 1865 he located at Lowell, Michigan, where he again turned his 
attention to shoemaking. In 1871 he established the family home at 
Ada, in Kent county, Michigan, and there he was likewise engaged in 
the shoe business for a number of years. In 1877 he removed to Charle- 
voix county, this state, settling on a homestead some sixteen miles 
southeast of Petoskey. With the passage of time he managed to raise 
his farm to a high state of cultivation and at one time he was the owner 
of one hundred and sixty acres of most arable land in Charlevoix coun- 
ty. He came to Harbor Springs in the fall of 1879 and here he has 
maintained his home during the intervening years to the present time. 
He was the first incumbent of the office of night watchman in this vil- 
lage and later served in the capacity of marshal. At one time he was 
a member of the board of trustees of the township and in March, 1911, he 
was elected president of the village board, of which latter office he is 
in tenure at the present time. In politics he accords a stalwart alle- 
giance to the principles and policies for which the Democrat party stands 
sponsor and he has ever been a prominent and zealous factor in local 
politics. He retains a deep and abiding interest in his old comrades in 
arms and signifies the same by membership in 0. B. Richardson Post, 
No. 13, Grand Army of the Republic. He is a man of wide and varied 
experiences and broad information and in his business career all his 
dealings have been characterized by fair and honorable methods. 

At Lowell, on the 9th of April, 1867, Mr. Therry was united in 
marriage to Miss Louisa Smith, whose birth occurred in the state of 
New York and who is a daughter of Conrad Smith, long a representa- 
tive citizen of Lowell, Michigan, whither he removed with his family 
in the early '50s. Mr. and Mrs. Therry became the parents of four chil- 
dren, concerning whom the following brief data are here incorporated, — 
Edwin A., who is in the west; Amelia is the wife of W. D. Carpenter, 
a sketch of whose career appears on other pages of this work; and 
Charles is a resident of Detroit; and one who met death by drowning 
in the lake. In their religious faith the Therry family are devout 
members of the Presbyterian church, to whose charitable work they are 
generous contributors. Although Mr. Therry has almost reached the 
Psalmist's span of three score years and ten he is still erect and active, 
retaining in much of their pristine vigor the splendid mental and phys- 
ical qualities of his prime. 

John Armstrong, who is successfully engaged in the undertaking 
and furniture business at Tawas City, Iosco county, Michigan, was bom 
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in Edinboro, Scotland, on the 30th of March, 1875 and he is a son of 
John and Tsabelle (Brown) Armstrong, both of whom were likewise 
born in the land of hills and heather. The father was identified with 
railroading until his death, which occurred in 1875, in Scotland. After 
his demise his widow wedded Rev. W. Lyttiel and with his mother and 
stepfather John Armstrong emigrated to the United States about the 
year 1889, at which time he was a youth of fourteen years of age. The 
mother now resides with her son John. 

To the public schools of his native land John Armstrong is indebted 
for his early educational training and he supplemented this discipline 
by further study after his arrival in the United States. After a short 
sojourn in New^ York he came to Michigan and when twenty years of 
age he became interested in the undertaking business, being employed 
in an up-to-date establishment in the city of Detroit for a period of 
eight yeai^, at the expiration of which he removed to Lansing, Michigan, 
w^here he spent four years in the concern of M. J. and B. M. Buck, lead- 
ing undertakers in that city. His early apprenticeship was of much 
value to Mr. Armstrong and he eagerly availed himself of every oppor- 
tunity to advance in the profession. During his residence in Lansing 
he was elected coroner in that city and in discharging the duties of 
that office he acquitted himself most creditably. Finally deeming it 
expedient to launch out in the business world for himself Mr. Armstrong 
decided that Tawas City would be a good place for location and accord- 
ingly established his home here in 1903. In connection with his under- 
taking establishment he conducts a furniture store, which is well stocked 
with high-grade furniture, sewing-machines, wall-paper, paints, oils, 
etc. In order better to fit himself for his work, he attended the Chicago 
Embalming College, in which well ordered institution he was graduated 
as a member of the class of 1910. 

Mr. Armstrong has ever manifested a deep and sincere interest in 
all matters tending to advance the general welfare and in politics he 
endorses the cause of the Republican party. Since his arrival in Tawas 
City, in 1903, he has been incumbent of several important offices of a 
local character. For two years he was justice of the peace, was a mem- 
ber of the board of aldermen for two years and in 1911 holds the office 
of county coroner, which position he has held, by successive re-elections, 
for the past six years. In a fraternal way he is affiliated with the In- 
dependent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of the Maccabees and the 
Masonic order, in the latter of which he and his wife are connected with 
the Order of the Eastern Star. He and his wife are devout members 
of the Presbyterian church, in which he is a member of the board of 
trustees. 

At Lansing, Michigan, in the year 1901, was solemnized the marriage 
of Mr. Armstrong to Miss Elizabeth Bolter, who was reared and edu- 
cated in the capital city of the state and who is a daughter of W. A. 
Bolter, a prominent citizen in that place. Mrs. Armstrong was born in 
Leslie township, Ingham county, Michigan, and after being graduated 
in the Lansing high school she was successfully engaged in teaching in 
the public schools of Ingham county for some two years prior to her 
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marriage. To Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong have been born two children, — 
Robert and Jane E. 

George G. Brown. — Having passed a part of his youth and all of 
his mature years in the discharge of clerical and administrative duties, 
some of them involving financial and business affairs of considerable 
importance, George G. Brown of Cheboygan has been particularly well 
prepared by the training of experience for the responsible and weighty 
position he now holds as cashier of the Cheboygan State bank, and to 
which he was first elected in 1905. Mr. Brown is a native of the prov- 
ince of Ontario in the Dominion of Canada, and was born at Dundas on 
February 26, 1867. His father, George Brown, was born in Scotland 
in 1834, and came to Canada at the age of twenty-two. He located at 
Dundas, where he was one of the pioneer builders of mills under con- 
tract. There was great need of his services in that part of the Domin- 
ion then, and he found them in constant demand. He built fine mills 
in Hamilton, Dundas, and various places in western Ontario. His early 
death in 1879, at the age of forty-five years, cut short his career and 
his usefulness, and was generally lamented wherever he was known. 
He was an Odd Fellow in fraternal life and a Presbyterian in religious 
faith and affiliation. The mother, whose maiden name was Margaret 
Crawford, was of the same nativity as her son George G. and passed all 
her years until the death of her husband in her native place. She is 
now living in Ottawa, Canada. By her marriage she became the mother 
of eight children, of whom George was the fourth born. Five of the 
eight are living. They are widely scattered in their residences, but 
they are all excellent citizens, creditable alike to the careful training 
they received at the family hearthstone and to the communities in which 
they live. 

George G. Brown obtained his scholastic training in the schools of 
his native town, and began life for himself as a clerk and salesman in a 
grocery store there. He next passed two years as a clerk in a law office, 
and after that six or seven years as clerk and bookkeeper in the Bank of 
Hamilton, Ontario. He came to Michigan in 1890, and for six months 
found employment with the R. G. Dun Company in Grand Rapids. By 
the end of the period mentioned he had formed a sufficient acquaintance 
with the people of the city to secure a position more to his liking, and 
entered the employ of the Cochren & Miller Furniture Company as book- 
keeper. After a time he was made cashier for this company and re- 
mained with it three years. He made a good impression in mercantile 
circles in Grand Rapids by his ability and fidelity, and through this 
Messrs. Voight & Hereolsheimer, leading dry goods merchants of the 
city, offered him the post of credit man in their store. He accepted the 
offer and remained with the firm six years, rendering it satisfactory 
service and improving his own financial condition and extending his 
good reputation at the same time by his industry, prudence and faithful 
attention to his duties. Impelled by the ambition that has always been 
his inspiration, he left the service of the dry goods company to take a 
higher rank in the business world as manager of the business of the 
East Jordan Lumber Company at East Jordan in Charlevoix county. 
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In the early part of the year 1905 he came to Cheboygan as one of the 
founders of the Cheboygan State Bank, which was incorporated on Feb- 
ruary 25, of that year, and was elected cashier of the new institution 
by its directors. He has held this position continuously since his first 
election and been very largely instrumental in making the bank what it 
is — one of the strongest, most enterprising and most popular financial 
agencies in operation in this part of the state. Mr. Brown's position 
and influence as cashier of this energetic and progressive bank has given 
him exceptional opportunities and facilities for aiding all worthy under- 
takings for the advancment and improvement of the city and county, 
and he has employed them in the fullest measure for the general welfare 
and comfort and convenience of the people, being always foremost in 
every good work and one of the strongest supporters of all beneficial 
projects. 

In the fraternal life of the community he has also taken an active 
interest and a very helpful part. He is a member and the treasurer of 
the Cheboygan Masonic lodge, a Royal Arch Mason, a Royal and Select 
Master and a Kliight Templar, belonging to the organizations of these 
departments of Freemasonry working in his home city. He also be- 
longs to the lodge of Knights of Pythias in Cheboygan. His political 
faith and allegiance is given to the Republican party, and while he is 
not an active partisan, he is loyal and serviceable to his political organ- 
ization. On October 19, 1892, Mr. Brown was married to Miss Margaret 
E. French, a native of Muir, Ionia county, this state, and a daughter of 
George "W. and Emma (Pelton) French. The former was born in Rut- 
land, Vermont, and died in 1898, aged sixty-five years. The mother is 
also dead. They had five children, four of whom are living, ]\Irs. Brown 
having been the first bom. Mr. French married a second time after the 
death of his first wife, being united in the new nuptials with Miss Jane 
Pelton, who is also deceased. No children were born of this union. Mr. 
French had a career full of variety and adventure. He became a resi- 
dent ^f Grand Rapids in his young manhood, and operated for some 
years as a contractor and builder. At the beginning of the Civil war he 
enlisted in the Tenth Michigan Volunteer Infantry, in which he served 
to the end of the contest, and rose to the rank of captain through valor , 
in the service. After the war he located at Muir in this state and op- 
erated a saw mill in connection with an extensive lumber business until 
1890, when his plant was destroyed by fire. He then moved to Johnson 
City, Tenn^see, where he engaged for a time in the manufacture of 
furniture. Late in life he returned to Michigan and again took up his 
residence in Muir, where he passed the remainder of his days. He was 
an active Democrat in politics and a prominent member of the Masonic 
fraternity. Mr. and Mrs. Brown have one child, their son Carlton H., 
who is living at home with them, and is like themselves, held in high 
esteem by the whole community, and is regarded as one of the most 
promising youths in it. He has inherited good traits of character from 
both of his parents and is exemplifying in his daily life the careful 
training they have given him, and living with credit to himself and 
to them. 
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Albert E. Willard. — ^Worthy of especial mention in a work of this 
character is Albert E. Willard, a prominent and highly respected resi- 
dent of Empire, a man of great integrity and ability, whose word and 
judgment can always be relied upon in matters of business. A native of 
New England, he was born at Burke, Caledonia county, Vermont, May 
3, 1863. His* father, Dexter Willard, was bom in Canada, where his 
parents settled on coming to this country from England. He married 
Cynthia Meroa La Bouroeau, who was of French descent, although her 
father was bom and bred in New England, which was likewise the 
place of her birth. 

Acquiring his knowledge of books in the public schools of Burke, 
Vermont, Albert E. Willard began life for himself at the age of sixteen 
years, entering the employ of Cross & Bradley, bakers and confectioners 
at Saint Johnsbury, Vermont, for whom he subsequently traveled 
through Connecticut, New Hampshire and Maine, selling their produc- 
tions. At the end of two years he made his way to Boston, and the en- 
suing three years traveled for Franklin E. Snow & Company, of India, 
T. Wharf, wholesale dealers of fish and other sea products. Wishing to 
become better acquainted with the western part of our country, he then 
started for Minnesota and the Dakotas, stopping en route at Chicago 
and other large cities, in each place filling positions as clerk or book- 
keeper while he tarried. Having conceived a liking for Michigan, Mr. 
Willard, whose health was in a rather precarious condition, located in 
this state, going, in 1888, into the pine woods in Presque Isle county. 
Having recovered his former physical vigor, he accepted a position as 
lumber inspector at Pine Lake, Charlevoix county, where he remained 
a year and a half. In the fall of 1889 he came to Empire, Leelanau 
county as bookkeeper for the T. Wilce, or the Empire Lumber Com- 
pany, a position for which he was well fitted, and which he has filled 
most acceptably. He has served as secretary of the Empire Land and 
Improvement Association since its formation, April 8, 1908, and through 
his energetic ability has done much toward placing it among the leading 
organizations of the kind in the county. 

Mr. Willard married, February 28, 1889, Rena Agnes Evans, who 
was bom in Frankfort, Michigan, a daughter of Ramiro and Mary (Dit- 
mer) Evans, both of whom came to Michigan with their parents from 
New York state when they were children. Mr. and Mrs. Willard have 
one daughter, Elva Leata Willard, who was born May 12, 1892, and is 
now attending boarding school at Mount Carroll, Illinois. In his polit- 
ical views Mr. Willard upholds the principles of the Democratic party 
by voice and vote. He takes great interest in public affairs, and has 
rendered his fellow-townsmen excellent service in offices of trust and 
responsibility. He has been supervisor of Empire; was town trea;purer 
a number of terms ; and is now not only town treasurer, but is village 
treasurer, clerk and trustee, and chairman of the Empire Board of Edu- 
cation. Fraternally he is a member of the Knights of the Maccabees. 
He is liberal in his religious faith, and is ever ready to lend a helping 
hand to the needy, and to contribute toward worthy objects. 
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Hon. William D. C. Germaine. — Highly esteemed and respected in 
every class of society, William D. C. Germaine, a former mayor of Trav- 
erse City, has for some time been a leader in thought and action in the 
public life of Michigan and his name is inscribed high on the roll of its 
foremost citizens, his honorable career adding lustre to the history of 
Grand Traverse county. Perseverance and indefatigable energy will 
do more to advance a man's interests than wealth or adventitious cir- 
cumstances. The successful men of the day are they who have planned 
their own advancement and have accomplished it in spite of many ob- 
stacles and with a certainty that could have been attained only through 
their ow^n efforts. This class has a worthy representative in Mr. Ger- 
maine, who is a native son of Traverse City, where he has passed prac- 
tically his entire life thus far. 

William D. C. Germaine was born on the 17th of October, 1867, and 
is a son of Cuyler Germaine, a native of New York, his birth having oc- 
curred in Dutchess county on December 22, 1838. He was summoned to 
the life eternal on the 27th of December, 1886, and from an article 
which appeared in th^ Traverse City Herald a short time after his 
death is taken the following extract concerning his career. ''Early in 
1851 he came out to Chicago, and shortly afterward to Traverse City, 
or the spot where Traverse City now stands, in the employ of Mr. 
Boardman. In the fall of 1851, when Hannah, Lay & Company bought 
the Boardman interests here, Mr. Germaine entered the employ of the 
new firm and remained with them continuously until they sold their 
lumbering interests last year, 1885. Mr. Germaine was the oldest em- 
ploye in their service, no other man having remained with them through 
their entire business career here. This fact in itself is sufficient proof 
of the high esteem in which he was held by Mr. Hannah and the other 
members of the firm. Mr. Germaine for much of this period held the 
very responsible position of general outside superintendent of the ex- 
tensive business of this great house. In the early days of Grand Trav- 
erse history no man in the entire region was more widely known than 
he, and the name 'Cuy,' as he was familiarly called, was a household 
word throughout all northern Michigan. Early and late he was at his 
post in and around the mills, on the docks, among the lumber piles, in 
the shops, on the river, at the boarding house, about the gardens, at the 
stables, the hay sheds, everywhere where work was to be done there he 
was and his gruff but kindly salute and his quick, decided, energetic 
manner came to be a part and parcel of the great business which his 
watchful eye ever guarded zealously and faithfully." 

In July, 1860, Cuyler Germaine was united in marriage to Miss 
Anna M. Kratochivil, the ceremony having been performed at Trav- 
erse City. She is a native of St. Andrews, Austria, born January 25, 
1843. She was reared to the age of thirteen years in her native land, 
whence she accompanied her parents to America in the year 1856. The 
family remained in New York a few weeks, went thence to Chicago, 
where they sojourned for about three months, at the expiration of which 
removal was made to Traverse City, Michigan, where a permanent resi- 
dence was established. In due time the daughter met and married 
Cuyler Germaine and they became the parents of seven children, all 
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of whom eame to years of maturity and all of whom are living at the 
present time, in 1911. Belle is the wife of Samuel Garland, cashier of 
the Traverse City State Bank; Rosanna married Leslie Hall, who is an 
expert accountant and who was for a number of years railroad agent in 
Traverse City, for the Grand Rapids & Indiana Railroad; Mary A. is 
the wife of Ellis Ramsdale, who is engaged in the coal and wood busi- 
ness at Manistee, Michigan; William D. C. is the immediate subject of 
this review ; Frank B. is foreman for the Germaine Bros. ; Charles is a 
partner of W. D. C. ; and Katherine is the wife of Ed. Newton, who is 
in the grocery business at Traverse City. The mother of the above chil- 
dren is now living at 333 West Sixth Street, in a beautiful home which 
represents the work and love of her husband and children. She has 
reached the age of sixty-seven years and is a woman of most pleasing 
personality and one who is deeply beloved by all with whom she has 
come into contact. 

Mr. Germaine of this review is indebted to the public schools of Trav- 
erse City for his preliminary educational training, the same including 
a course in the local high school. Thereafter he pursued a regular 
course of study in the Swensburg's Commercial College, at Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. After leaving school he secured employment as a 
bookkeeper in the lumber office of Hannah, Lay & Company. When 
that concern disposed of its lumbering interests Mr. Germaine secured 
a position in the bank of the same company and continued incumbent 
of the position of paying teller for several years. He then embarked in 
the newspaper business, purchasing an interest in the Traverse City 
Transcript, a weekly paper, of which he became editor. Hitherto this 
paper had been run in a very slipshod manner, commanding neither 
the confidence nor respect of the public or its patrons. It had a small 
circulation, but meagre advertisement matter and its editorial policy 
was of an uncertain character. In fact, at the time Mr. Germaine be- 
came publisher of the paper it was a mere weakling, rapidly going to 
the wall, materially and financially. However, a few issues under the 
new management served to convince the public that an able hand was 
now at the helm and in the course of three years the Traverse City 
Transcript became known as one of the best publications in this section 
of the state. It was a tremendous success in every sense of the word 
and ere long Mr. Germaine was harassed by purchasers, eager to^ get a 
finger in this great money-making project. Eventually he was pre- 
vailed upon to sell it, but the new management, lacking that vital spirit 
which backs every successful enterprise, made a mess of it with the re- 
sult that it soon returned to its former state of stagnation and in due 
time ceased to exist. 

After disposing of the newspaper business Mr. Germaine invested 
his capital in the livery business, in which enterprise he had associated 
himself with his brother Charles, the concern being known as that of 
Germaine Brothers, with barn and stables located on State street, op- 
posite the Park Place Hotel. They conduct one of the finest livery 
stables in northern Michigan and in connection therewith run a rail- 
road transfer line, which handles the United States mails. At the 
present time Mr. Germaine is largely interested in buying and selling 



1080 HISTORY OF NOETHERN MICHIGAN 

horses, holding a sale of horses each week. He also has extensive lum- 
ber interests and is the owner of timber lands in northern Michigan. 
He is a man of remarkable business ability, is alert to every opportu- 
nity for advancement and his persistence and determination to forge 
ahead make him one of the most progressive business men in Grand Trav- 
erse county. 

In his political faith Mr. Germaine accords an unswerving allegiance 
to the principles and policies for which the Republican party stands 
sponsor and while he has no political career backing him he has a bril- 
liant future in this connection. In 1909 he w^as elected mayor of Trav- 
erse City, by the most overwhelming majority ever received by any 
candidate for that office in this place, and he is the youngest mayor ever 
elected in Traverse City. He gave a most admirable administration of 
the municipal affairs of the city and during his incumbency of the office 
he did much for progress and development. In his religious faith he 
is a devout communicant of the Catholic church, as were his parents 
before him, but his wife attends and gives her support to the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church, in whose faith she was reared. Mr. Germaine is 
a stockholder in the People's Savings Bank and is also a stockholder in 
the North Assurance Company, of Detroit. In a fraternal way he is an 
active member of Traverse City Lodge, No. 323, Benevolent & Protec- 
tive Order of Elks ; the Knights of Pythias ; the Knights of Maccabees ; 
the Eagles-, the Woodmen; the C. S. P. S., a Bohemian lodge; and is 
also affiliated with the We-guetong Club and the Traverse City Driving 
Park Association, of which latter he is president. 

At the meeting of the Grand Traverse Soldiers and Sailors' Asso- 
ciation, held in this city in September, 1910, Mr. Germaine was made 
honorary member of the association, the election being by acclamation. 
This honor was bestowed upon him because of the interest he has al- 
ways taken in the old soldiers and the efficiency of his services in con- 
nection with the plans and arrangements for the reunion. Mr. Ger- 
maine has held the difficult post of chairman of the finance committee 
for several encampments and has more than made good in that capaci- 
ty. He appreciates this honor more than anything that has ever come 
to him from his fellow men. 

At Lakeside, Ohio, on the 27th of July, 1895, was solemnized the 
marriage of William D. C. Germaine to Miss Ola Hull, who was born 
and reared in Ohio, the date of her birth being November 2, 1869. She 
received her educational discipline in the public schools at Wauseon, 
Ohio, and as she attained to years of maturity she decided upon a mu- 
sical career. Her studies were pursued in the Boston Conservatory of 
Music, at Boston, Massachusetts, in which she was an apt and brilliant 
student. She is very prominent in musical circles in Traverse City 
and is an active and popular factor in connection with the best social 
affairs of the place. She is a daughter of Henry S. and Katherine 
Hull, both natives of Ohio, whence they removed to Michigan in 1883, 
location being made in Traverse City ten years later. Mr. Hull is 
president of the Traverse City Oval Wood Dish Company and he is 
also president of the People's Savings Bank, a most substantial mone- 
tary institution in this place. 
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George F. Andeus. — To have known Evart when it was nothing but 
tree stumps, to have seen it grow from a tiny settlement to the thriving 
and progressive centre it now is, while at the same time contributing in 
most effective manner to the result, has been the experience of the well- 
known and well-beloved gentleman, George F. Andrus, a merchant and 
an old Michigan settler. He is a native son of the Wolverine state, his 
birth having occurred in Washington township, Macomb county, August 
14, 1847, and he has paid the state the highest compliment within his 
power by remaining within its borders throughout the course of his life, 
although familiar with other scenes. The father of the subject was T. R. 
Andrus, who was a native of New York and who came with his father, 
Elon Andrus, to Macomb county about the year 1820, he being but a lit- 
tle lad at the time. They virtually settled in the woods, following Indian 
trails and startling from their haunts beasts and birds who never be- 
fore had heard the fall of the foot of man. Upon the farm which they 
redeemed from the forest primeval the mother of George F. Andrus, 
Mrs. Betsey E. Andrus, died March 8, 1911, a venerable lady some 
eighty-seven years of age. She wss bom in England and came to our 
shores with her parents when seven years old. The names of her father 
and mother were Jacob and Mary Hotham, and they were pioneers in 
Michigan, experiencing all the peculiar hardships and joys of the lot 
of the early settler. The farm of the subject's parents is the present 
site of the town of Washington. T. R. Andrus died when he was fifty- 
one years of age, and his family of six sons and one daughter is still 
preserved intact, namely: Helen, who died in childhood; Edward, who 
died when about sixty years old; George F., our subject; Fred H., of 
Detroit; Charles L., who resides on the old homestead; Austin, who died 
in childhood; and T. R., a resident of Evart. 

The boyhood days of Mr. Andrus were spent in his native county and 
behind his desk in the district school he became firmly grounded in the 
so-called '* three R's." In the year 1871, when he was about twenty- 
four years of age, he came to Evart and assumed a clerkship in the 
store of E. C. Cannon, a merchant, remaining with this gentleman for 
the space of five years. In 1876 he settled up a business for L. E. 
Cone, of Evart, and subsequent to that entered the employ of the Wolf 
Brothers, dry goods merchants, acting as salesman, clerk, manager, etc., 
and remaining in this association for seven years. In 1884 he concluded 
to establish himself upon a more independent footing and to this end 
he purchased the shoe store of Wolf Brothers and entered upon its 
management. He made no radical change for a period of twelve years, 
but in 1896 he branched out, buying the property on the corner of Main 
and Sixth streets, where he is now located so advantageously, and put- 
ting in a stock of dry goods and clothing in addition to shoes. He has 
been in business on the present large scale for fifteen years and has met 
with a well-deserved success. Now among the prosperous men of the 
locality, he has gained the just reward of his labor, his name being un- 
tarnished by shadow of wrong. Perhaps Dr. Holland may have been 
thinking of such as he when he said, ''The secret of many a man's suc- 
cess in the world resides in his insight into the moods of men and his 
tact in dealing with them. ' ' But this is only a part of the secret in the 
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case of Mr. Andrus, for the greater part of it lies in the integrity of his 
dealings. One of his additional interests is a directorship in the Evart 
Savings Bank. His executive ability has another important field of op- 
eration in the management of his agricultural properties, which are of 
an extensive character. He owns a farm of one hundred and sixty acres, 
situated about four miles south of Marion, has eighty acres near Hart- 
wick, this county, has eighty acres in Sylvan township and one hundred 
and sixty in Osceola township, thus reaching an aggregate of nearly five 
hundred acres of the best quality. And with this the tale is not told, 
for he has a good deal of wild land besides. 

Mr. Andrus was happily married on the 19th day of December, 1876, 
his chosen lady being Miss Gretta McBride, daughter of M. and Mary 
McBride. Mrs. Andrus as is the case with so many of the citizens of 
this part of Michigan, was born in New York, she being a native of 
Cattaraugus county. Mr. and Mrs. Andrus have one daughter, Mary 
E., and two sons, George and Harry, who died young. 

Among Mr. Andrus' claims to distinction is the fact that he is the 
first man to have joined the time honored Masonic fraternity in Evart. 
He stands high in the councils of the order and its affairs are one of 
his chief interests. He is entitled to wear the white plumed hat of the 
Knight Templar, and he belongs to the Blue Lodge and the Chapter. 
He is also a member of the Knights of the Maccabees, having been such 
from its organization. He belongs to those who pay willing allegiance 
to the Republican party, supporting its man and measures with unflag- 
ging loyalty. Public-spirited to the point which puts the good of the 
many above personal advantage, he can ever be counted upon to give 
his right hand to all good measures. Forty years in Evart have made 
it appear to him one of earth's dearest spots and he has added mate- 
rially to its prosperity by his own fine business methods, while it has 
gladly returned the compliment by giving him generous patronage. The 
Andrus home is one of the most popular in Evart. 

James Johnston, of Cadillac, Michigan, was born on his father's 
farm in Grey township, Huron county, Ontario, Canada, April 20, 1865, 
the son of Scotch parents, John and Katherine (Raeper) Johnston. 

John Johnston was a native of Banff, Scotland, born in 1829; he 
died at his home in Canada in 1881. His wife, born in Glasgow, Scot- 
land, in 1834, died in Canada in 1880. They were married at Whitby, 
Ontario, and were the parents of six children, of whom James was the 
fourth born and is the only one now living. It was in 1854 that John 
Johnston came to America. His first location was at Whitby, where, as 
above stated he was married. Then he pioneered in the wilderness of 
Grey township, Huron county, where he cleared a tract of land and de- 
veloped it into a fine farm. Here James Johnston spent the first eight- 
een years of his life and received his early education. The greater part 
of his education, however, has been gained in the broad school of prac- 
tical experience. 

In 1883, at the age of eighteen years, Mr. Johnston came over into 
**the States" and at Cadillac, Michigan, went to work in a grocery store. 
In 1894 he engaged in the grocery business with William Kaiser, under 
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the firm name of Johnston & Kaiser, and they conducted a prosperous 
business until 1911, when Mr. Johnston opened an independent grocery 
business of his own. 

Mr. Johnston has for years been prominently identified with the 
municipal affairs of Cadillac. In 1898 he was elected supervisor from 
the second ward. He succeeded himself in this office, and served three 
terms. He served three years as a member of the Cadillac Board of 
Education, having been elected in 1901. In 1904, and again in 1905, 
he was elected mayor of Cadillac, and filled the city's chief executive 
office two terms. And for two years he was a member of the Police and 
Fire Board, having been appointed to this position in 1907. 

August 25, 1887, James Johnston and Elizabeth Kaiser were united 
in marriage, and to them has been given one son, Rae E., at this writing 
a student in the State University of Michigan. Mrs. Johnston is a 
daughter of William and Elizabeth (Long) Kaiser and, like her husband, 
is a native of Grey township, Huron county, Ontario. Her father, bom 
near Toronto, Canada, died October 10, 1910; her mother, a native of 
Germany, is still living. In their family were ten children, of whom 
Mrs. Johnston was the fourth bom and is one of the seven now living. 
Mr. Kaiser was engaged in farming in Grey township until 1885, when 
he came to Cadillac, Michigan. Here he farmed two years, and in 1887 
entered the employ of Cobb & Mitchell, with whom he remained for a 
period of twenty years, until a short time before his death. 

For a number of years Mr. Johnston has been actively associated 
with both the Masons and the Odd Fellows. He is Past Master and at 
this writing secretary of Clam Lake Lodge, No. 331, Free and Accepted 
Masons; is secretary of Cadillac Chapter, No. 103, Royal Arch Masons, 
and has membership in Cadillac Council, No. 70, DeWitt Clinton Con- 
sistory and Saladin Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine. He is a member of Viola Lodge, No. 259, Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, and is Past Chief Patriarch of Cadillac Encampment, 
No. 93, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. In the Grand Encampment 
of Michigan he is Grand High Priest. Politically, Mr. Johnston is a 
Republican. 

John C. Houghton, who is the present able and popular incumbent 
of the office of sheriff of Osceola county, Michigan, is a prominent and 
influential resident of the village of Hersey, which is the county seat. 
He was born in Ionia county, Michigan, on the 25th of April, 1870, and 
is a son of Colonel M. B. Houghton, a native of the state of New York, 
whence he came to Michigan in the early pioneer period of its history, 
when a youth of eighteen years. He located at Saranac, Ionia county, 
where he was long identified with his trade as a mason. He was the 
second sheriff of Osceola county and during the war of the Rebellion 
gave most efficient service as a soldier for a period of five years and 
three months. He married Mary E. Keith, who was likewise bom in 
the state of New York, and to this union were bom two sons and one 
daughter, all of whom are living, John C. being the youngest in the 
family. Colonel Houghton Avas summoned to the life eternal when in 
his sixty-ninth year. 
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To the public schools of Osceola county is John G. Houghton in- 
debted for his early educational privileges and he was a child of but 
ten months at the time of his parents' removal from Ionia county to 
this county. He supplemented his preliminary training by a four years ' 
course in the Poucher Business College, at Ionia, and for one year was 
office manager and bookkeeper for a business house and later was iden- 
tified with the cigar business for two years. Thereafter he was in Grand 
Rapids for one year and from 1893 to 1908 he was engaged in the cigar 
business at Tustin. In politics he has ever accorded a stalwart alle- 
giance to the cause of the Republican party, and was elected sheriff of 
Osceola county. He then disposed of his other business and established 
his home at Hersey, where he assumed the responsibilities of his posi- 
tion. For nine years prior to his election as sheriff he was incumbent 
of the position of justice of the peace. He was constable for one year 
and was a member of the board of trustees of the village of Tustin for 
four years. 

On the 14th of July, 1897, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Hough- 
ton to Miss Lulu M. Bradley, a daughter of James and Laura (Bost- 
wick) Bradley, both of whom are deceased. To this union have been 
bom two children — a boy and a girl, — Morris B. and Jerrine. Frater- 
nally Mr. Houghton is a member of the Masonic order, the Knights of 
Pythias, the Modern Brotherhood of America and he and his wife are 
affiliated with the Order of the Eastern Star. 

Erastus R. Dailey. — A man of broad capabilities, resourceful and 
quick to seize and utilize opportunities, Erastus R. Dailey has for many 
years been prominently identified with the highest interests of Empire, 
Leelanau county, and through his persistent energy and perseverance 
has done much to further the improvements of this thriving village. He 
was bom, October 13, 1854, at Crown Point, New York, and there spent 
the firat four years of his life. 

John Dailey, his father, was bom in Vermont, of New England an- 
cestry. He married Polly Pierce, a native of New York state, where he 
was engaged in lumbering until 1858. Coming then with his wife and 
three children to Michigan, he continued operations as a lumberman in 
Frankfort for a while. Going thence to Portage Lake, now known as 
Onekama, he operated a muley-saw in a mill a short time, after which 
he entered the employ of Hannah, Lay & Company, lumber dealers. 
Subsequently embarking in the lumber business on his own account, he 
carried it on successfully until his death, in 1887. He did considerable 
pioneer work in northern Michigan, assisting among other things in 
surveying and cutting out the first wagon road between Manistee and 
Traverse City. 

Receiving a practical common school education in the district schools, 
Erastus R. Dailey began as soon as old enough to be of use to assist 
his father in the management of his business, and at the age of eighteen 
years had sole charge of a lumber camp consisting of from twenty-five 
to thirty men with their teams. He subsequently started in business 
for himself as a manufacturer and shipper of lumber, and met with 
such good success in his undertakings that he decided to broaden his 
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field of work, and embarked in the lumber business in Chicago, where 
he sold all kinds of forest products. Returning from that city to 
Onekama, Michigan, Mr. Dailey was there a lumber manufacturer and 
dealer until 1888, when he was induced to come to Empire to take 
charge of the business of the Wilce Company, including the management 
of its extensive mills. With a natural aptitude for his position as 
manager, and thoroughly familiar with its requirements, he became a 
dominant factor in enlarging his employer's operations, and while thus 
engaged laid out and superintended the building of the logging rail- 
road that is now known as the Empire & Southeastern Railroad. 

Mr. Dailey has been very active in local affairs. He had the honor 
of serving as the first president of the village of Empire, and at different 
times has served as town treasurer. He is now president of the Empire 
Land & Improvement Company, and has been interested in shipping, 
owning boats plying upon the lakes. During his residence in this part 
of northern Michigan, Mr. Dailey has witnessed wondrous changes, one 
of the most wonderful being the matter of transporting the local mails. 
When he came into the wilderness the mail was carried on foot, by 
Indians. As the country was opened up, mail was carried on a sledge 
drawn by dogs, and these were superseded by ponies with mail bags 
slung across their backs. As public highways were laid out through 
this part of the state, wagons were used to carry the mail bags, and as 
soon as. routes were established between villages and to^ois the stage 
coaches took the mails from place to place. The many railways now 
traversing the country in every direction make mail transportation and 
communication easy and rapid, bringing every part of our Union in 
close touch with daily occurrences. 

Mr. Dailey married, in 1886, Marcella Mane, of Manistee county, 
Michigan, the daughter of one of Michigan's early pioneers. Fra- 
ternally Mr. Dailey is a member of the Knights of the Maccabees, and 
politically he is a strong Republican. Although he is not connected 
by membership with any religious organization, he is liberal in his 
views, and a willing and generous contributor toward all worthy causes. 

William J. Murray, of Tawas City, Iosco county, Michigan, is gen- 
eral manager of the branch office of the Michigan Cereal Company, 
buyers and sellers of all kinds of grain, the main office of which concern 
is at Port Huron, Michigan. The elevator at Tawas City was construct- 
ed in 1908 and its lateral dimensions are thirty by one hundred feet, 
the same being two stories in height. Mr. Murray was born at East Ta- 
was, Michigan, on the 3d of June, 1876, and he is a son of James and 
Eliza (Morris) Murray, both of whom were born and reared in the 
Dominion of Canada, whence they removed to the fine old Wolverine 
state in their youth. Location was made at East Tawas and there their 
marriage was solemnized on February 1, 1867. The father was a 
blacksmith by trade and a good mechanic; he also sold agricultural 
implements and during his entire life time he was recognized as a man 
of sterling integrity of character and fine and honorable business prin- 
ciples. He was summoned to the life eternal in 1904, and his widow is 
living in East Tawas. Both were highly esteemed citizens in the com- 
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munity in whicli they long resided and they were the parents of four 
children, namely, — Edward, who maintains his home at Buffalo; Janet, 
who is bookkeeper for the Michigan Cereal Company of Tawas City; 
William J., to whom this sketch is dedicated; and Weston H., who is 
deceased. 

After completing the curriculum of the graded schools of East Ta- 
was William J. Murray attended the local high school. In 1899 he en- 
tered the employ of the Michigan Cereal Company in the capacity of 
buyer and contractor for peas and beans. So satisfactory were his 
services in that connection that upon the establishment of the branch 
office at Tawas City he was offered the position as manager thereof. 
He is a worthy and faithful man of business and enjoys the full confi- 
dence of the firm by which he is employed. Politically he endorses the 
cause of the Republican party and while a resident of East Tawas he 
was there a member of the village board of aldermen. He is now, in 
1911, a member of the village board of supervisors of Tawas City. 

At Tawas City, in the year 1910, was recorded the marriage of Mr. 
Murray to Miss Ethel ^Brien, who was born and reared at Detroit. Mr. 
and Mrs. Murray are popular factors in the best social circles of Tawas 
City and they are devout members of the Presbyterian church. 

Daniel P. McMullen. — Although a native and, during the first six- 
teen years of his life, a resident of Kent county, Canada, province of 
Ontario, his residence of forty-three years in this state, thirty-one of 
them as a citizen of Cheboygan, has engendered in Daniel P. McMullen 
a thorough devotion to American institutions and a special regard for 
the state of Michigan and the welfare of its people in every way. He 
has mingled freely in its social life, taken an active part in its industries, 
aided in the administration of several important public offices, and for 
a time given voice to the public opinion of the state as the publisher 
of a newspaper. In all of these departments of endeavor he ha^ shown 
himself a true and loyal American citizen, altogether worthy of the 
confidence and regard of the people of the country, and he has enjoyed 
this in a marked degree. Mr. McMullen was bom on September 8, 
1852, and is a son of John A. and Mary Ann (Pegg) McMullen, the 
former bom in Canada in 1811 and the latter in England in 1826. 
The father was a farmer of industry and skill and a consistent member 
of the Methodist Episcopal church. He died in 1873. The mother is 
still living. They had seven children, three of whom are living, Daniel 
being the second bom of the seven. 

He passed his time in his native county until he reached the age 
of sixteen and obtained his education in the public schools there. In 
1868 he came to Michigan and located at Bay City. There he learned 
his trade as a printer, and in 1871 purchased the Weiiona Herald, 
which was published in what was then known as the town of Wenona 
but is now West Bay City. In 1872 the paper was moved to Bay 
City. In the year last mentioned Mr. McMullen left the Herald and 
engaged in job printing, which he followed for a number of years. He 
then moved to Alpena and during the next few years published the 
Alpeim Reporter. In the spring of 1881 he took up his residence in 
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Cheboygan, and during the succeeding fifteen years he was connected 
with the Cheboygan Tribune as manager. He proved himself to be 
careful and capable, and the paper flourished and grew in prosperity 
and influence under his direction. An impulse within him to have a 
business of his own, which had been deepening in intensity for several 
years, induced him, in 1899, to start a job printing establishment, which 
also deals in stationery and general office supplies, and is known as 
the McMuUen Printing Company. Mr. McMullen is the proprietor 
of this establishment and its inspiration and controlling force. His 
business capacity makes it prosperous and steadily expansive in its 
trade, and his strict integrity and genial manner render it popular with 
the public, while the completeness of its stock, its excellence in work- 
manship and superiority in every way give it a strengthening hold on 
its patronage and a firm footing in business circles. Mr. McMullen 
has taken a cordial and helpful interest in the public affairs of the 
city and county of his home, and has long been recognized as a potent 
force for good in all that concerns them. He served as mayor of 
Cheboygan in 1890, 1891, 1892 and 1893, being the first Republican 
ever elected to that office. His activity in behalf of his party and the 
masterly manner in which he discharged his official duties as executive 
of the- city gave him prominence in a larger field in the political world, 
and in 1898 he was elected state senator from the Twenty-ninth sena- 
torial district of the state. In this office also, his services were highly 
satisfactory and gave him such strength with the people that he was 
re-elected in 1900, and the result was hailed with approval all over the 
state. But he was not destined to serve out his second term. Fate, 
in the form of the leading men of his party in his home city, destined 
him for another position of importance. In 1902 he was appointed 
postmaster of Cheboygan. At the end of his term in 1906 he was 
re-appointed, and in 1910 was commissioned for a third term. His 
services in this office have been signal in their value to the patrons of 
the postoffice, and have won him the highest commendations from all 
classes of the people. His first consideration in the performance of 
his duties is always the convenience of the public, and in obedience to 
it he gives all classes without distinction every facility in postal matters 
his powers and circumstances will allow. 

Deeply interested as Mr. McMullen is in every phase of the life 
of his community, and zealous in behalf of every good agency at work 
in it, it is a matter of course that he is prominent in fraternal circles. 
He is a member of Nekahnis Lodge No. 58, Knights of Pythias, and 
was the order's grand chancellor of the state in 1897 and 1898. He 
also belongs to Cheboygan Lodge No. 504, Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks. 

George N. P. Carleton. — Since 1893 George N. P. Carleton has 
been a prominent and infiuential resident of East Tawas, Iosco county, 
Michigan, and since 3903 he has lived virtually retired from active 
participation in business affairs. He was born in Saint Clair county, 
Michigan, in December, 1833, a son of Israel and Nancy (Deming) 
Carleton, both of whom were born in the state of New Hampshire. 
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Israel Carleton removed from the state of his birth to Saratoga county, 
New York, in 1830, and later in the same year he emigrated still fur- 
ther west, locating in Saint Clair county, Michigan, where he followed 
the trades of tanner and shoemaker. In those early days Saint Clair 
county was practically a wilderness and it abounded in all kinds of 
wild game, both large and small. After his arrival in Michigan Israel 
Carleton entered a tract of one hundred and sixty acres of government 
land, the same being situated on the banks of the Saint Clair river, in 
what is now Saint Clair county. He raised his farm to a high state 
of cultivation and it became known as one of the finest and most fertile 
estates in Michigan. For years he was a resident of Saint Clair county, 
but he died, in 1858. To Mr. and Mrs. Israel Carleton were born nine 
children, two of whom are living in 1911, namely, — George N. P., the 
immediate subject of this review; and Ezra, who is proprietor of the 
''Five Gables,^' of Port Huron, Michigan. The father was summoned 
to the life eternal in February, 1857, at the age of sixty-nine years 
and his cherished and devoted wife passed away in 1860. 

George N. P. Carleton was reared to the invigorating influences of 
the old pioneer farm and he secured his early education in the district 
schools of Saint Clair county, later supplementing this trainng by a 
thorough course of study in the Saint Clair Academy. He assumed 
the active responsibilities of life by beginning to teach school in his 
native county. After two years ' identification with the pedagogic pro- 
fession he turned his attention to the grocery business at Marysville 
and later he entered upon a contract to supply the steamboats with 
wood. In 1860 he was appointed postmaster and custom-house officer 
at Marysville, which position he held for a period of four years. He 
then entered the employ of the American Express Company, on the 
Huron Shore Line, on boats plying between Detroit and Mackinac. In 
1871 he established his home at East Tawas, where he became agent 
for the Moore & Tanner Lumber Company, retaining that position 
from 1880 to 1890. He then went to Osceola, where he initiated oper- 
ations in lumbering on his own account, he and Mr. Tanner, inde- 
pendent of the firm of Moore & Tanner, buying and working timber 
lands on an extensive scale. He was interested in this line of enter- 
prise for a period of ten years, the firm being known for two years as 
Tanner, Shein & Carleton. This concern turned out as much as three 
million feet of lumber a year, while that of Moore & Tanner turned out 
some twenty million feet per annum. In 1890 Mr. Carleton 's lumber 
operations at Osceola terminated and in 1893 he removed to East 
Tawas, where he engaged in the coal business. He owned his own docks 
and furnished coal for the steam boats, handling fully ten thousand 
tons of coal per year. This business continued up to 1903, when Mr. 
Carleton disposed of it to the Tawas Sugar Company. He is now liv- 
ing retired, in the full enjoyment of former years of earnest toil and 
endeavor. He is a grand old man, seventy-seven years of age, hale and 
hearty, genial and kindly, with a word of good cheer for everyone. 
Throughout his entire life Mr. Carleton has adhered strictly to the 
golden rule and it may be said concerning him that the list of his 
friends is coincident with that of his acquaintances. 

On the 9th of February, 1865, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. 
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Carleton to Miss Lizzie A. Huse, who was born and reared in New 
Hampshire and who is now living, at the age of seventy years. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Carleton were born three children, but one, Frederick W., 
died in early youth. Mrs. Susan Richards is living in East Tawas, 
where her husband is in the hardw^are business. Charles H. is in busi- 
ness in Port Arthur. 

Politically Mr. Carleton endorses the cause of the Republican party 
and during his residence in East Tawas he has been councilman for 
six years and for four years he was a member of the board of super- 
visors. He has been a valued and appreciative member of the Knights 
of the Maccabees since 1882 and is a charter member in the lodge in 
this section of the state. In their religious faith Mr. and Mrs. Carle- 
ton are united with the Methodist Episcopal church, to which they 
have contributed liberally by their time and means. 

Victor D. Sprague. — Like most other leading men of thought and 
action in our country, in business engagements, in professional work, 
in military or naval service and in public life, Victor D. Sprague, one 
of the most prominent lawyers of northern Michigan, was born and 
reared on a farm, and passed his early years in close and continued 
communion with Nature. Like others, too, he drew from her vast 
storehouse of inspiration strong lessons of self-reliance, independence, 
and ready adaptability to circumstances, with resources available for 
every requirement or emergency. The force of character he gained 
and the attributes of useful manhood he developed under the tuition 
of this master teacher have been of inestimable service to him in all 
his subsequent life, and are now the essential elements of his makeup 
as they have been the sources of his success in his interesting career. 

Mr. Sprague is a native of Vermontville township, Eaton county, 
Michigan, where his life began on November 21, 1869. He was the last 
born of the four children of his parents, Pandora A. and Amanda J. 
(McNeil) Sprague, the former born in the state of New York in 1829 
and the latter in New Jersey. The mother died during the childhood 
of her son Victor and the father in 1909. He came to Michigan and 
located in Eaton county with his parents in 1836. They were pioneers 
in their locality, settling in the wilderness and braving all the hard- 
ships and privations of frontier life. Its dangers, also, were great and 
their situation required fortitude and constant vigilance. Although 
the mother's spirit was resolute and daring her health was frail, and 
she did not live long in her new home. But the father persevered in 
his undertaking, and in course of time transformed his wild land into 
a valuable and highly productive farm and a comfortable home for 
himself and his offspring. He lived on it and cultivated it until ad- 
vancing years admonished him to retire from active pursuits. He then 
moved to the village of VermontAdlle, where he passed his last days, at 
rest from arduous labor, free from cankering care and secure in the 
esteem and good will of the whole county he had done much to develop 
and improve. He was a man of local prominence and influence, filled 
a number of township offices, held active membership for many years 
in the Masonic fraternity, was long an ardent worker in the Methodist 
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Episcopal church and always a firm and faithful Republican in politics 
from the organization of the party, having previous to that been a 
Whig. 

Victor D. Sprague lived at home with his father until he was four- 
teen years old, attending the school in the vienity of his residence and 
assisting in the labors of the farm. From 1884 to 1888 he was employed 
in a farm implement establishment, then secured at the high school in 
Charlotte some degree of more advanced education than the country 
school of his boyhood could give him. After leaving that institution 
he attended the law department of the University of Michigan, from 
which he was graduated in 1892. On January 1, 1893, he located at 
Cheboygan and began the general practice of his profession in which 
he is still engaged. He has risen by his ability and skill as a lawyer to 
the first rank in the profession in this part of the country, and to con- 
sequence and influence among his professional brethren and the people 
generally. He is now president of the Cheboygan County Bar Asso- 
ciation, city attorney, attorney for the First National Bank and the 
Cheboygan County Savings Bank, a director of the Cheboygan Paper 
Mill Company and a director and the treasurer of the Embury-Martin 
Lumber Company. His practice is large and constantly increasing in 
volume and value, and his services are sought in every case of impor- 
tance that comes up for trial in Cheboygan and the adjoining counties, 
in both the lower and the higher courts. As a means of improvement 
in the community and a source of enjoyment for its people the fra- 
ternal life around him has appealed forcibly to Mr. Sprague, and he 
has taken a very active part in it for many years. He is a member of 
the Order of Elks, the Knights of the Maccabees and the Woodmen of 
the World, and his connection wdth each is highly valued by its other 
members. In polities he is an uncompromising and zealous Republican, 
and holds a leading place in the councils of his party. He was one of 
the delegates from this state to the National Republican Convention 
which met in Philadelphia in 1900, and in city, county and state politics 
he has long been one of the controlling forces. 

Mr. Sprague was married on October 2, 1894, to Miss Gertrude 
Davis, who was born in Eaton county, Michigan, and is a daughter of 
Warren and Eliza (Allen) Davis, natives of New York state and the 
parents of two children, Mrs. Sprague and her sister, Jessie. The 
mother died some years ago, but the father is living in Charlotte, 
Eaton county, and is a prominent citizen and leading farmer of that 
county. He is a Democrat in politics and has filled a number of town- 
ship offices. His religious connection is with the United Brethren 
church. Three children have been born in the Sprague household, Don 
A., Doris M. and Jessie E. They are all living and still members of the 
parental family <?ircle. The parents enjoy in a marked degree the 
esteem of the people of all classes in the city and county. 

William B. Kelly. — The present popular and efficient incumbent 
of the office of postmaster of Tawas City, Iosco county, Michigan, is 
William B. Kelly, who has here resided since 1867. Mr. Kelly was born 
at Kingston, province of Ontario, Canada, on the 14th of November, 




J?5^^^^,/ 




HISTORY OF NORTHERN MICHIGAN 1091 

1844, a son of William and Mary (Wiley) Kelly, both of whom passed 
their entire lives in the Dominion of Canada. The father was identified 
with the building and stone business during the major portion of his 
active business career and he and his wife reared to maturity a family 
of four children, two of whom are deceased. Those living are : William 
B., the immediate subject of this review; and Eliza, who is now the 
wife of Samuel Hamilton and who resided at Kingston, Ontario. As 
a young man Mr. Kelly, of this sketch, learned the trade of carpenter 
and joiner, at which he became an expert workman. His preliminary 
educational training consisted of such advantages as were afforded in 
the public schools of his native place. In May, 1865, shortly after he 
had attained his legal majority, he decided to seek his fortunes in the 
United States. He first located at Buffalo, New York, where he was 
engaged in the work of his trade and later he resided for a time in the 
city of Cleveland, Ohio, coming to Tawas City, Michigan, in the year 
1867, since which time he has been a valued citizen of this place. 

In 1883 Mr. Kelly became interested in the furniture and under- 
taking business, being the proprietor of a splendid establishment, in 
connection with which he also handled sewing machines and wall pa- 
per. With this line of enterprise he was identified for a period of thir- 
teen years, and in 1897 he became postmaster. In politics he accords a 
stalwart allegiance to the principles and policies for which the Repub- 
lican party stands sponsor and he has held many important offices of 
public trust and responsibility. In 1867, just after his arrival in Tawas 
City, Mr. Kelly was elected to the office of township treasurer and he 
has also been village clerk and a member of the board of public works, 
in connection with which latter office he did much to improve the gen- 
eral appearance and to promote the welfare of Tawas City. For sev- 
enteen years he was justice of the peace and on the 1st of June, 1897, 
he assumed the responsibilities of the office of postmaster of this city. 
He is postmaster now, in 1911, and his continuous service during the 
long intervening years to the present time are a sufficient indication of 
his proficiency as a public official. During his tenure of office he has 
brought the office from fourth to third class and in addition to the mail 
of Tawas City he has charge of two rural free delivery routes. Mr. 
Kelly has ever given his support to all measures and enterprises pro- 
jected for the general good and he has been a co-operant factor in many 
movements which have been of marked benefit to the township and 
county. Honored and respected by all, the high position which he oc- 
cupies in public regard has come to him not alone as the result of his 
success in business, but also because of the straightforward, honorable 
policy he has ever followed. Honor and integrity are synonyms with 
his name, and there is no citizen in Iosco county more highly esteemed 
than is William B. Kelly. 

In the year 1870 was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Kelly to Miss 
Agnes Smith, who was born and reared at Kingston and who is a 
daughter of James and Jane (Riche) Smith of Kingston. To this union 
has been born one daughter, Gertrude, who is now the wife of Will C. 
Davidson, and who resides at Grand Marais, Michigan. In their relig- 
ious faith Mr, and Mrs. Kelly are devout members of the Presbyterian 
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church and in a fraternal way he is a member of the time-honored Ma- 
sonic order of forty-two years standing; and of the Knights of the 
Maccabees, being a charter member of both orders. 

The T. Wilce Company, which is in fact the Empire Lumber Com- 
pany, was established in Empire, Leelanau county, Michigan, in 1887 
by the late Thomas Wilce, when, in that year, he purchased the small 
saw mill operated by Potter & Struthers. Thomas AVilce was born in 
Cornwall, England, and while yet a young man, in 1848, emigrated to 
the United States, locating in Chicago, where his name is still in ex- 
istence, the head office, and the flooring manufacturing plant, of the 
T. Wilce Company being located at the corner of Twenty-second and 
Throop streets. Mr. Wilce died March 2, 1897, and the business is now 
owned by his sons, E. Harvey Wilce, George Wilce, and Thomas Wilce, 
Jr., who are conducting its affairs under the firm's original name. 

Thoroughly trained by their father in business methods and mat- 
ters, and having had a practical experience in the handling of lumber 
in all of its forms, the members of the present firm have maintained its 
supremacy among the leading lumber concerns of Northern Michigan. 
The present large mill at Empire was built soon after the destruction 
of the original mill by fire, and has a capacity of from fifteen million 
to twenty million feet of lumber per year, and keeps many men busily 
employed. The founder of this firm was a man of great enterprise, 
keen-sighted and energetic, and in order to facilitate his business oper- 
ations built, in 1892, the railroad known as the Empire & Southeastern 
Railway as a logging road, and this was later extended to what is 
now known as Empire Junction, where connection is made with a 
branch of the Manistee and Northeastern Railroad. The completion 
of this road meant much to Empire and its surrounding country, be- 
coming an important factor in the upbuilding and material growth 
of this part of the state. 

This firm has large property holdings in Empire and adjoining 
townships, its timber tracts containing from ten thousand to fifteen 
thousand acres of woodland, while near the village of Empire it has 
a farm of several hundred acres which is under cultivation, and ready 
to be converted into peach and apple orchards. 

The interest of Messrs. Wilce in the affairs of Empire as regards its 
best and highest interests is as genuine as that of the native-born 
citizen. On their holdings they pay at least two-thirds of the village 
tax, and as public-spirited and liberal-minded men are ever ready to 
support beneficial projects, and to lend their aid towards the further 
improvement of the place. 

E. Harvey Wilce is the only member of the firm residing at Empire, 
the other brothers having homes in Chicago. On a hill commanding 
an unobstructed view of Lake Michigan, he has erected a commodious 
bungalow, which he and his family occupy at least a part of each year. 
It is a very handsome structure, and with its attractive surroundings 
is a most delightful place of residence, and an ornament to the com- 
munity. 
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Oliver L. Millard. — In past ages the history of a country was a 
record of wars and conquests; today it is largely the record of com- 
. mercial activity, and those whose names are foremost in its annals are 
the leaders in business circles. Oliver L. Millard is one of the strong 
and influential men whose lives have become an essential part of the 
history of Ilersey and Osceola county. He has ever made manifest the 
fact that he is a man of versatile abilities, for beginning life as an 
agriculturist he eventually entered the hardware business; he has 
served the public interests as county clerk and in other capacities ; and 
he is now one of the prominent figures in Osceola county banking 
circles. He is at present connected in the important capacity of pres- 
ident with the Hersey Banking Company. Great executive ability, 
keen foresight, energy and the ability to make realities out of fine 
ideas have united in this gentlemen. 

Mr. Millard is a native son of the Empire state, his birth having 
occurred in Niagara county, June 26, 1845, and his father, J. A. Mil- 
lard, also being a native of that state. The elder Mr. Millard was a 
farmer by occupation, and he came to Michigan in the year 1857, 
when the subject must have been a lad about twelve years of age. He 
came to Hillsdale county and being impressed by its advantages con- 
cluded to make it his permanent location. This was the scene of his 
intelligent and successful endeavors as an exponent of the great basic 
industry and he lived to see the changes and progress of a period of 
eighty-three years, that being his age at the time he was summoned to 
the Great Beyond. His father, 0. L. Millard, also claimed New York 
as his native heath, and glancing back another generation we find the 
Millards on English soil. The first Millards to come to the ''land of 
the free and the home of the brave'' were three brothers, who settled 
in various sections of the new country, their descendants now being 
numerous. The mother of him whose name initiates this review was 
one Narcisse Harann, a daughter of the fair state in which her hus- 
band was born, and she was of Scotch descent, thus two of the 
stanchest and most valuable of national elements entering into the 
composition of the subject. This worthy woman preceded her husband 
to the other land, her years numbering sixty-two at the time of her 
demise. There were three children in the family, two being sons and 
one a daughter, but the latter died at the age of eleven years. Mr. 
Millard's brother Bertran Millard, died in Detroit, and this leaves the 
subject as the only surviving member of his family. 

Mr. Millard had attended the schools of his native county for sev- 
eral years when the family came to Michigan in search of new for- 
tunes. He continued his educational discipline in the schools of Hills- 
dale county and knew the various wholesome experiences of the lad 
who is bred in the country and spends his idle as well as his active 
moments ''near to nature's heart," as the poet has expressed it. 
When he was a very young man he established a household of his own 
by marriage, Miss Maria J. Miner, a native of the "Wolverine state and 
a daughter of James H. Miner, becoming his bride. Their happy union 
was celebrated January 1, 1867, in Hillsdale county. Mr. Millard 
pursued agricultural activities for some years in the county in which 
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his parents were located, and in March, 1873, made a radical step by 
removing to Osceola county and locating in Rose Lake township, on 
a farm which he secured as a government homestead. He cleared up 
some sixty acres of this fine tract, his energy and courage soon making 
the "wilderness blossom as the rose," and there he and his wife main- 
tained their home for a matter of nine years. Mr. Millard is a life- 
long Republican, a man whose allegiance to the party is of the val- 
uable active type, ever ready to be at any personal sacrifice for the 
cause of the party he believes capable of bringing the greatest good to 
the country. In 1882 his unswerving loyalty received unmistakable 
recognition by his election to the important office of county clerk, and 
in order to be more centrally located for the performance of the duties 
of the trust imposed in him, he and his wife removed to Hersey, where 
they have ever since played a prominent and praiseworthy part in the 
social and other life of this favored community. In 1886 the subject 
embarked in the mercantile career, which he was to find adapted to his 
natural gifts, his particular line being hardware. He continued in 
this business for well nigh twenty years and he garnered in the full- 
ness of time the generous harvest which is the just recompense of in- 
domitable industry, spotless integrity and remarkable enterprise. He 
has witnessed the great material advancement of Hersey, while at the 
same time contributing in fullest measure to this. In 1905 Mr. 
Millard sold out his hardware interests and since that time has devoted 
his energies to other matters. Two years preceding the sale of his 
commercial interests he had organized the Hersey Banking Company, 
of which he became president and he still retains that honorable posi- 
tion. His interests in banking are not limited to that sound and con- 
servative institution, but he is likewise identified with the First State 
Savings Bank of Evart and with the Leroy Exchange Bank. His public 
life has included in addition to his service above referred to a tenure 
of office as township treasurer. 

The fraternal affiliations of Mr. Millard are of an important order, 
for he is one of the prominent Masons of the section, a member of the 
Royal Arcanum and interested in all the affairs of this ancient and 
august order. He is public-spirited and his thirty-seven years resi- 
dence in Osceola county has bred in him a great loyalty to its interests. 

Mr. and Mrs. Millard have two children. Herbert A. is cashier of 
the Hersey Bank and Emma L. is the wife of Frank Mclntyre, of 
Hersey. 

Cabrodl E. Miller, M. D., Cadillac, Michigan, was bom in Port- 
land, Maine, February 1, 1851, a descendant of Puritan ancestry, the 
original representative of the Miller family having come to America 
at a very early day and settled in New England. Through another 
line Dr. Miller traces his lineage to the famous Charles Carroll, of 
CarroUton, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence. The 
Doctor's grandfather Miller was a sea captain, whose ship plied the 
waters of many oceans. His two sons, Charles Carroll and Judson J., 
were Baptist ministers, the latter having preached in Boston and 
Worcester, Massachusetts, for more than thirty years; the former, the 
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father of the subject of this sketch, having spent his years of ministerial 
labor in Michigan and Wisconsin. 

Charles Carroll Miller was born in Kennebunkport, Maine, in 1832, 
and died at Cadillac, Michigan, in 1908. After finishing his academic 
education and being ordained for the ministry, he came west to Michi- 
gan and settled at Grand Rapids. That was about 1856. After preach- 
ing there for a time, he held pastorates at Augusta, Wisconsin, and 
Stanton, Michigan, where his influence for good was deep and far- 
reaching. Politically, he was an active Republican, and frequently 
stumped the state in the interest of his party. Among his warm per- 
sonal friends he numbered Abraham Lincoln, Zachariah Chandler and 
James G. Blaine. His widow, Miriam C. (Dyer) Miller, born in Port- 
land, Maine, in 1833, is now a resident of Cadillac. She bore him six 
children, all of whom are now living, namely: Carroll E., Frank, Jud- 
son, Ashley, Fannie and Jessie. Ashley, following in the footsteps of 
his father, is a minister of the Baptist church, while Frank is engaged 
in the practice of law. The elder daughter, Fannie, is the wife of 
Mr. Frank Ashley. 

In 1856, at the age of ^Ye years, Carroll E. Miller was brought by 
his parents to Michigan, the family home being at that time established 
in Grand Rapids. He went through the grade and high schools of 
Grand Rapids and then took a course in the State Agricultural College 
at Lansing, where he graduated in 1872, with the degree of Bachelor 
of Science. From 1872 to 1875 he was superintendent of schools at 
Neilsville, Wisconsin, following which he entered Rush Medical College, 
Chicago, of which institution he is a graduate with the class of 1879. 
From the beginning of his college life he paid his own way, and while 
at Rush Medical he worked every day in the Chicago Times ofiSce 
from 2 to 6 o'clock A. M. This gave him little time for rest or recrea- 
tion, but it enabled him to get through college and to get through with 
honor. Indeed, he had the high honor of being president of his class. 
In March, 1879, immediately after his graduation, he came to Cadillac, 
where he has since conducted a general practice, specializing, however, 
on the treatment of nervous diseases, in which he has been very suc- 
cessful. At one time, by appointment, he served as United States 
examining surgeon for the pension department. 

Thoroughly abreast of the times regarding medical matters, Dr. 
Miller is, of course, identified with various medical organizations, in- 
cluding the Tri-County Medical Society, of which he is an ex-president, 
the State Medical Society, and the American Medical Association. Other 
fraternal organizations in which he has membership are the Delta Tau 
Delta, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, Knights of Pythias 
and Masons. In the Masonic order he has received the degrees of the 
Blue Lodge, Chapter, Council and Commandery, and has membership 
in the Traverse City Commandery, Knights Templar. He is Past 
Chancellor of the Knights of Pythias Lodge. Politically, like his father 
before him, he is a Republican. 

January 1, 1875, at Augusta, Wisconsin, Dr. Carroll E. Miller and 
Miss Alice E. Turner were united in marriage, and to them have been 
given three children: Devere, a graduate of Rush Medical College, is 
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engaged in practice with his father; Jessie, wife of H. L. Edgerton, 
and Carroll E., Jr. Mrs. Miller is an accomplished and popular woman, 
having the honor, at this writing, of being Regent and State Treasurer 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution. She is a native of 
Auburn, New York, and is the youngest of the four children of the 
Rev. George W. and Abigail (Judd) Turner, the others being: De Vere, 
Jessie and Judson. 

Frank Proctor. — A leading merchant and prominent citizen of Her- 
sey, Osceola county, is Frank Proctor, who is distinctly entitled to 
representation in this compilation. While as a prosperous business 
man he has given close attention to his private affairs, he has never 
forgotten or ignored the bond of common interest which should unite 
the people of every community, and he has always been ready to pro- 
mote progress in every line. He is the worthy son of a father who 
was one of the leading lumber men of this part of Michigan and one 
of its most estimable citizens. 

Mr. Proctor was bom in Montcalm county March 7, 1858, and he 
has paid the state the sincerest compliment within his power by spend- 
ing almost his entire life within its borders. His father, Joseph Proctor, 
is a native of Vermont, and his identification with this state dates from 
the year 1850. He was a comparatively young man when he came here 
and located in Ionia county, where he married Miss Mary Smith. They 
located at Crystal Lake, Montcalm county, and it was about 1872 when 
he came on to Osceola county, where he engaged in lumbering. His 
identification with Hersey came about in the year * 1872. The elder 
Mr. Proctor is still living, a resident of Hersey, his years numbering 
seventy-seven, and his devoted wife also survives, her years being 
seventy-eight. This estimable couple became the parents of twelve 
children, ten of whom were sons and two daughters, and seven of whom 
survive at this writing. 

Of the twelve sons and daughters of the Proctor family he whose 
name initiates this review is the second in order of birth. He was 
reared and partly educated in his native Montcalm county and was 
about fifteen years of age at the time of the family 's removal from that 
section. He finished his educational discipline in the schools of Hersey 
and when a very young man adopted the milling business, which he 
continued to follow until 1886. He then made a radical change by 
engaging in the grocery business at Hersey, building up a large and 
enthusiastic trade and eventually branching out further by adding the 
produce business and the general merchandise business as well. He 
found a commercial career much to his liking, his natural gifts in this 
line ever directing him wisely and his upright business methods in- 
spiring confidence in his patrons. He built his present store in 1907. 

Mr. Proctor assumed marital relations on December 1, 1881, Kate 
N. Tabor, of Muskegon, Michigan, becoming his wife. At that time 
Mr. Proctor was engaged in the milling business and was stationed 
near Muskegon, but they met first at Hersey. They are the parents of 
three children, two sons and a daughter. The eldest, Earl G., is asso- 
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ciated with his father in business; Clarence F. is in attendance at 
school at Hersey ; and Mar jorie is also in school. 

Mr. Proctor is a stanch Democrat, supporting in an effectual man- 
ner the men and measures promulgated by that party. He has always 
taken an active interest in matters political, enjoys the confidence of 
his associates, and was for some years president of the village. At the 
present time he is treasurer of the school board and has held this office 
continuously since engaging in business in Hersey. He is to be num- 
bered among Hersey 's substantial citizens, is a considerable property 
owner, and the Proctor Block is the best and most modem of the busi- 
ness blocks of the place. He is one of those who find pleasure and 
profit in lodge life and is a prominent Mason, his name being enrolled 
in the Blue Lodge. He is also a member of the Eastern Star, of which 
he is worthy patron and holds the office of commander of the Knighted 
Order of the Modern Maccabees. He has been identified with northern 
Michigan and its progress for thirty-eight yeai^ and that in the happiest 
possible fashion. 

Mr. Proctor's mother, whose maiden name was Mary Smith, is a 
native of Oakland, Michigan. Her father, A.n C. Smith, was one of the 
prominent men of his locality and held the office of county surveyor 
of Ionia county. He was, indeed, one of Michigan's earliest settlers. 

John F. Nelson. — ^Jennings is a very cosmopolitan town. It is a 
place in which true merit and ability in any line will surely be appre- 
ciated and rewarded. It has drawn its inhabitants from all over the 
United States and from different parts of the Old Country. Perhaps 
there are no foreigners who make better American citizens than the 
Swedish. They are industrious to a fault; they are honest and enter- 
prising; they are ambitious and capable. John F. Nelson, the general 
merchant at Jennings, Michigan, is possessed of all of these character- 
istics and a great many more that go to make up success. He has made 
his life both happy and useful. He has given of his best and the value 
of a man's work is gauged by how well he performs it. From the time 
he first landed in America up to the present time his career has been 
interesting. 

He was born in Sweden in 1860, where he attended the public 
schools. At the age of twenty-two he found himself without any spe- 
cial training along definite lines, with very little money and no pros- 
pects. He believed that in America he would find more opportunity 
to make his way in the world than in his native country. He, there- 
fore, embarked on an emigrant boat and crossed the Atlantic, landing 
in Boston. He wen\ at once to Chicago and found himself alone in the 
city with very little money. He sought and found temporary work, but 
soon moved on to Leland, Michigan. After staying there a short time 
he went to Mancelona, where he secured work as a furnace hand. He 
only took the job as he needed money and at the time could not get 
any other work, but as a matter of fact he did not care for that kind of 
work. As soon as he had a little money ahead again he went to Cadillac, 
Michigan, and from there to a little lumber town called Round Lake at 
that time. He secured work around a general store, doing anything 
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that was required of him and thus gaining an insight into all branches 
of the business. After a short time he went to Manton and later to Jen- 
nings, where the Patrons of Industry had a store. He had by this 
time shown his ability as a business man and he was placed in charge 
of the store, which position he occupied until 1893. At that time he 
felt that he did not want to keep on working for others, but he wanted 
to reap the rewards of his labors himself. He, therefore, opened a store 
of his own, carrying a line of groceries only at first. By degrees he 
added other lines to his stock and made additions to his building to ac- 
commodate the increased goods. Now he carries a large stock of general 
merchandise and he has prospered beyond his expectations. 

In 1891, while he was living in Jennings, he married Miss Emily 
Brink, of Manton, a young lady of Swedish birth, who came to America 
with her parents when she was a little child. Her family located in 
Manton, where they lived until their death. Mr. and Mrs. Nelson have 
four children, as follows, — John Leonard, born in 1892; Nellie Marie, 
born in 1897; Anna Fredericka, born in 1899; Clara Elvira, born in 
1901. 

Mr. Nelson is a member of two fraternal orders, the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, and the Maccabees. He has identified him- 
self with America and is greatly interested in all matters pertaining 
to the affairs of the nation. He was formerly a Democrat and was ap- 
pointed to the office of post master under Cleveland's administration. 
He held this office for seven years, in connection with his store. He has 
been town clerk and town treasurer. He was one of the organizers of 
the Jennings high school board, on which he holds the position of sec- 
retary. He is greatly interested in all educational matters, not only 
because of his own children, but for the sake of the future of the coun- 
try. Mr. Nelson does not now tie himself down to the platform of any 
political party, as he has seen the evils of party spirit. He rather con- 
siders the man himself and will vote for the one he considers best suited 
to the office, regardless of the party he represents. Since his arrival in 
America Mr. Nelson has not only made a good living for himself and his 
family, but he has won the respect and esteem of his fellow citizens and 
has done much for the good of his adopted country. 

Dayton D. Selby. — A wide-awake, brainy and enterprising man, 
Dayton D. Selby, of Empire, Michigan, is well known in Leelanau 
county as editor of the Empire Journal, a bright and newsy sheet, which 
he has developed into a good-paying newspaper proposition, it being 
probably one of the best-known journals of the county. A native of 
Michigan, he was bom, July 13, 1877, in Allegan county, at Diamond 
Springs. 

Mr. Selby 's father, Prank C. Selby, was born and reared in New 
York state. At the beginning of the Civil war he enlisted as a soldier 
in a Michigan regiment, in which he served until the close of the con- 
flict. He was afterwards located in various parts of Michigan, includ- 
ing Ottawa, Muskegon, Newaygo and Mason counties. His wife, whose 
maiden name was Mattie Piatt, was a native of Ohio. 

As a boy Dayton D. Selby lived in different parts of the state, and 



HISTOEY OF NORTHERN MICHIGAN 1099 

while in Newaygo county, began his school life. The family removing 
from there to Hart, Michigan, he continued his studies there until 
sixteen years old when another removal of his parents found him in 
Scottville, where he completed a full course in the high school. There 
Mr. Selby began his newspaper career in the printing office of the 
Scottville Enterprise, and while serving an apprenticeship at the 
printer's trade eked out his scanty income by teaching two winter 
terms of school in Kasson township. Then, after spending a year at 
his trade in Luther, Michigan, Mr. Selby came to Empire, locating here 
in 1899, and ha^ since been numbered among the esteemed and valued 
residents of this thriving city. The Empire Journal, of which he is 
editor and publisher, was founded December 6, 1900, succeeding the 
Empire Leader, its publisher having been Wilbur Campbell. Under 
its present management this paper stands high as a reliable paper of 
the day, and its influence for good is felt throughout the county, 
whether it be exerted in the matter of establishing beneficial projects, 
advancing the educational status of town and county, or in the adjust- 
ment of political affairs. 

On August 26, 1901, Mr. Selby married Winifred Comstock, of 
Empire, a daughter of Peter A. and Delia (La Rue) Comstock. Her 
grandfather, John La Rue, had the distinction of being the first white 
man to locate upon the present site of the village of Empire. After 
locating the property, he platted a part of the village, and did much 
of the pioneer labor of clearing the land. Mrs. Selby was born and 
educated at Sand Lake, Michigan, the date of her birth being December 
18, 1885. Mr. and Mrs. Selby have two children, namely : M. Douglas, 
born September 26, 1903; and Gerald H., born January 3, 1906. A 
stanch Republican in his political relations, Mr. Selby never shirks 
his duty as a citizen, and has served his fellow-men in various capa- 
cities. He wa^ village president one year; village clerk four years; 
trustee of the village two years; and for three years was tOAvnship 
clerk. Fraternally he is a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, and of the Knights of the Maccabees. Religiously he attends 
the Methodist Episcopal church. 

George P. Humphrey. — Contributing to the welfare of his country 
by his energy and success in various lines of productive usefulness in 
different places, and by faithful public service in war and peace, George 
P. Humphrey of Cheboygan has made a record highly to his credit, and 
given abundant proofs of the elevated character and genuineness of 
his citizenship. He might, if his modesty did not forbid the act, review 
his career with solid pleasure, for there is no part of it that has not 
been worthy of commendation and of real and substantial service to 
the people. 

Mr. Humphrey is a native of Wyoming county, New York, and was 
bom in the city of Perry on May 14, 1843. His parents were Thomas 
and Sarah (Sherman) Humphrey, the former born in Hull, England, 
in 1804 and the latter in Utica, New York, in 1805. The father died 
in 1872 and the mother in 1880. They had two children, George and 



1100 HISTORY OF NORTHERN MICHIGAN 

his brother Watts S. The latter is a prominent lawyer in Saginaw, 
Michigan. 

The father came to the United States in 1822, when he was but 
eighteen years old. He had obtained a good education in his native land, 
and after his arrival in this country taught school near Canandaigua, 
New York, and in other localities for a number of years. In 1840 he 
moved to Richmond, Virginia, where he engaged in merchandising for 
a time, then returned to New York state. In 1846 he came to Michigan 
and located at Pine Lake, where he was employed in looking after the 
Henry Cleveland land interests which were extensive. In 1863 he 
yielded to *'the call of the wild,'' taking up his residence near the 
village of Okemos, Ingham county, this state, in a region then alto- 
gether unsettled and rich in the exuberant growth of ages and its un- 
developed resources. He took up a tract of land in the wilderness, 
and by assiduous industry converted it into a valuable and well improved 
farm, making it his home to the end of his days. He was prominent 
and influential in that then new country, and helped to give the section 
governmental form and start it on its way as a political entity. He 
filled acceptably a number of township offices, and was looked up to 
by the people around him for guidance and counsel in all their public 
affairs. In early life and until its death he was a zealous member of 
the Whig party, and after the demise of that once vigorous and mili- 
tant organization became a Republican. To the end of his life he was 
a warm admirer of Henry Clay, and an earnest advocate of all his 
political theories and policies. His religious connection was with the 
Church of England. 

George P. Humphrey began his education in the public schools and 
completed it in the Agricultural College at Lansing in this state. In 
1862 he enlisted in the Union army, being enrolled in Company A, 
Twentieth Michigan Volunteer Infantry, at Lansing. His regiment 
saw much active service in the field, and he took part in all its engage- 
ments until he was taken prisoner at Poplar Springs Church farm in 
Virginia on September 30, 1864. He was then kept in confinement at 
Salisbury, North Carolina, until March 20, 1865, when he was paroled 
at Wilmington in the same state. 

After being paroled he proceeded to Washington, where he par- 
ticipated in the grand review of the federal army at the close of the 
war and received an honorable discharge from the army on May 30, 
1865. He was mustered out of the service at Jackson, Michigan, on 
June 9, following his discharge. He then went back to Lansing and 
soon afterward secured employment in the office of the register of deeds 
at Mason in Ingham county. 

In 1870 he came to Cheboygan looking for land, and, finding this 
locality suited to his taste, determined to make his home in it. He was 
elected county surveyor in 1876, and from 1878 to 1880 was agent for 
the Northern Michigan Transportation Steamboat Company at Che- 
boygan. In 1882 he was appointed postmaster of the city by President 
Arthur, and in August, 1886 gave up the office and turned his whole 
attention to the management of an extensive insurance business which 
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he had purchased of A. W. Westgate, and in which he has ever since 
been occupied energetically and successfully. 

Mr. Humphrey was appointed postmaster a second time in 1889, 
receiving his commission from President Harrison, and continued in 
the discharge of his duties as such until April 1, 1894. One month 
later he was elected mayor of Cheboygan, and at the end of his term 
in 1896 was elected supervisor from the Third ward. This office he 
filled for four years, and was city treasurer during 1903 and 1904. 
He was again elected mayor in 1905, 1906 and 1907, and in 1909 was 
chosen justice of the peace to fill a vacancy. 

Taking an earnest interest and an active part in whatever con- 
tributes to the welfare of his community and the enjoyment of its 
people, Mr. Humphrey has long been prominent in its fraternal life 
as a member of the Masonic order and the Order of Eiks. In the 
former he is a past master of his lodge, a high priest and the 
present secretary of his chapter of Royal Arch Masons and the re- 
corder of his council of Royal and Select Masters. He keeps alive the 
memories of his military service by active membership in Ruddock 
Post No. 224, Grand Army of the Republic, of which he 'has been com- 
mander five or six years and is now adjutant. 

Mr. Humphrey's marriage occurred on September 4, 1873, and 
united him with Miss Mary Redmond, a native of Ireland. They had 
five children, three of whom are living : Sarah, the wife of Frank Rust 
of New York city; Laura, who is living with her father, and Carrie, 
who is teaching school in Cheboygan and also makes her home with her 
father. Their mother died in 1903, after thirty years of wedded life 
during which she was faithful to her family, serviceable to her com- 
munity, and genuine in her worth in every relation of life. She enjoyed 
in a marked degree the esteem of the residents of Cheboygan county, 
and of every other place in which she was known. 

For the full period of forty-one years this estimable man, George 
P. Humphrey, has been a resident of Cheboygan, and now there is not 
a man or woman in the county that does not do him reverence. His 
life among this people has been an open book, and not a page of the 
record is stained by an unworthy motive or an unmanly act. He has 
never withheld his hand from any good he could do, nor restrained 
his ardor in behalf of any public undertaking of merit. In every respect 
he has exemplified in his daily life at all times the best attributes of 
elevated American citizenship, and he has the unusual good fortune 
of having his worth appreciated in full measure and by all classes of 
his fellows while he lives and is still energetic in the active affairs of 
life. 

Mild Eastman. — It may be said without fear of contradiction that 
there is no other man in Michigan who understands railroading in all 
its varied workings from the gravel pit to the superintendents chair 
more thoroughly than does Milo Eastman. He is authority on any 
department of a road, either in construction or the practical working 
of a completed system. He is now connected with the Detroit & Mack- 
inac Railroad in the capacity of conductor. Mr, Eastman was born in 
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Littleton, New Hampshire, on the 14th of March, 1839, and he is a 
son of Henry and Anna (Blake) Eastman, both of whom are now 
deceased. During the greater portion of his active business career the 
father was identified with the milling business, being the owner and 
operator of a mill at Lisbon, New Hampshire. Mr. and Mrs. Eastman 
became the parents of eight children, of whom Milo was the fifth in 
order of birth. 

Milo Eastman was two years of age at the time of the family removal 
from Littleton, New Hampshire, to Lisbon, in the same state, in the 
latter of which place he received his preliminary educational training. 
As a youth he became familiar with and expert in the handling of 
tools and subsequently he showed himself to be a natural genius in his 
knowledge of machinery. In 1856, when seventeen years of age, he 
decided to go west and accordingly set out for the city of Chicago, 
where he entered the employ of the Galena & Chicago River Company, 
now a part of the Chicago & Northwestern Company. His first work 
was in the gravel pits in connection with construction work, where he 
had the general superintendence of a gang of workmen. Here he 
received his incipient knowledge of railroading through his contact 
with the gravel trains. In 1859 he became brakeman and on the 17th 
of March, 1860, he was promoted to the position of conductor. In 
1862, however, he became fired with enthusiasm for the Union cause 
in the Civil war then raging and he gave evidence of his patriotic zeal 
and intrinsic loyalty to the country by enlisting as a soldier in the 
Eighty-ninth Illinois Volunteer Infantry. He was a faithful and gal- 
lant soldier for a period of six months, at the expiration of which he 
was discharged for disability. After the close of his military career 
he returned to civil life and again assumed the duties and responsibili- 
ties of his old position on the Chicago & Northwestern road in Chicago, 
He was soon placed on the passenger train on the Iowa division, retain- 
ing that position until 1876, at which time he removed to Detroit, 
Michigan, where he became identified with the Detroit, Lansing & 
Northern Railroad. With the latter concern he had charge of a con- 
struction train until 1881 and from the latter year until 1883 he was 
road master. In 1883 he went to Tawas City and there began construc- 
tion on the Detroit Bay & Alpena Railroad, which was being built by 
the Detroit Bay & Central Railroad Company from Alger to AuSable 
and thence to the Black River Road, the latter branch being built in 
1885. In 1886 he was identified with the extension work to Alpena 
and subsequently he extended the Mud Lake branch twenty-six miles 
and the Rose City branch twenty-four miles. He changed all the tracks 
in the above branches from narrow gauge to standard gauge. He 
continued to be superintendent of the Bay City & Alpena Railroad 
up to August, 1892, at which time he turned his attention to lumber 
interests. He continued to be extensively identified with the lumber 
industry in northern Michigan until 1902, when he again became in- 
terested in railroading, returning in that year to the Detroit & Mackinac 
Railroad, of which he is now a conductor. 

On the 6th of December, 1865, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. 
Eastman to Miss Marian E. Farmer, who was born and reared in the 
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city of Chicago, she being a daughter of H. E. Farmer, who was there 
engaged in the drug business. Mr. and Mrs. Eastman have one daugh- 
ter, Lillian, who was born on the 19th of November, 1880, and who 
remains at home. 

In politics Mr. Eastman is aligned as a stalwart in the ranks of the 
Democratic party and while he has never manifested aught of ambi- 
tion for the honors or emoluments of public office of any description 
he is ever on the qui vive to do all in his power to advance the general 
welfare of the community and of the state at large. Mr. and Mrs. 
Eastman are members of the Episcopal church and contribute liberally 
both of time and means for its advancement. In the time-honored 
Masonic order Mr. Eastman has passed through the circle of the Scottish 
Rite, having attained to the thirty-second degree. Although he has 
passed the scriptural age of three score years and ten he is still hale 
and hearty and he retains in much of their pristine vigor the fine 
physical and mental qualities of his youth. After a long life devoted 
to hard work and persistent effort Mr. Eastman has risen to affluence 
and he is now enjoying the luxuries for which he had no time in his 
younger days. Mr. and Mrs. Eastman have resided at East Tawas 
since 1883 and here they are accorded the highest regard of their fellow 
citizens. All Mr. Eastman's business dealings have been characterized 
by honorable and straightforward methods and in all the relations of 
life his record will bear the searchlight of fullest investigation. 

Arthur H. Vance. — ^A prominent architect and builder at East 
Jordan, in Charlevoix county, Michigan, is Arthur H. Vance, who has 
here resided for a number of years and who commands the unalloyed 
confidence and esteem of his fellow men by reason of his fair and hon- 
orable business dealings and by reason of his intrinsic loyalty and pub- 
lic spirit, which have been so important in the upbuilding and improve- 
ment of this section of the state. Mr. Vance was born at Echo, Michigan, 
on the 26th of June, 1884, and he is a son of Henry and Amanda (Bark- 
ley) Vance, the former of whom was a native of Canada, and the latter 
claimed the state of New York as the place of her nativity. The father 
was identified with agricultural operations during the major portion 
of his active career and he and his wife now live in California. The 
Vance family removed to East Jordan when Arthur H. was a child of 
but one year and here they continued to reside until 1904. In that 
year they moved to California. After availing himself of the advan- 
tages afforded in the public schools of East Jordan, Arthur H. Vance 
began to learn the carpenter's trade. Subsequently he pursued a 
course of study in architecture in a correspondence school and in 1909 
he launched forth into the business world as a contractor and builder. 
His first job was the construction of the dry kilns of East Jordan Coop- 
erage Company, which were erected at a cost of twenty-five hundred 
dollars. Soon thereafter he was employed to put up Haight's Cooper- 
age, at a cost of fifteen thousand dollars. In 1910 he contracted with 
the Land Improvement Company for the erection of eleven houses from 
six to eight rooms each, to cost, completed, from six to twenty-eight 
hundred dollars. During the year of 1910 he built seventeen other 
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houses for private parties, the same being valued at from six hundred 
to twenty-eight hundred dollars apiece. In addition thereto he also 
built an addition to Taylor's Inn, the same consisting of eleven sleeping 
rooms, a kitchen, twelve feet by twenty- four; a dining room, twenty- 
four by thirty feet, and a vestibule entrance. At the present time he 
has under contract seven thousand dollars worth of buildings. The 
best proof of Mr. Vance's ability and popularity as a builder lies in the 
extraordinary demand for his services. Ever since he first hung out 
his shingle as an architect and builder, he has been overwhelmed with 
orders. 

On the 18th of August, 1902, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. 
Vance to Miss Fannie Martinak, who was born and reared in Germany, 
whence she accompanied her parents on their emigration to this coun- 
try in the year 1892. Location was made by the Martinak family on a 
farm near East Jordan, where the parents are residing at the present 
time, in 1911. Mr. and Mrs. Vance are the parents of four children — 
Chester, Margaret, Amelia, and Dorothy. 

In politics Mr. Vance is aligned as a stalwart supporter of the 
principles and policies promulgated by the Prohibition party, in the 
local councils of which he is an active worker. In their religious ad- 
herency the Vance family are devout members of the Methodist Episco- 
pal church and they are prominent and popular factors in connection 
with the best social activities of their home community. In fraternal 
channels Mr. Vance is affiliated with the Woodmen of the World and with 
the Mystic Workers. 

Jacob J. Post. — Having been a resident of Cheboygan continuously 
during the last thirty-nine years, and throughout the whole period 
connected with its mercantile and financial agencies and activities in a 
leading way, Jacob J. Post has rendered the community excellent 
service in his business connections, and has also contributed to the ad- 
vantage of the people in commendable official life and by the eleva- 
tion of his citizenship and the fine example it has furnished for the 
stimulus and guidance of others. 

Mr. Post's life began in Livingstone county, New York, on Febru- 
ary 20, 1839. His parents, William and Ida (Post) Post, were also 
natives and life-long residents of that state, where their remains were 
buried after long lives filled with usefulness to the people around them 
and, in a general way, to the community in which they lived as a 
whole. They were farmers and moderately prosperous in their in- 
dustry, and the father lived to the age of eighty-two years. He and 
his wife were the parents of three children, of whom Jacob J. was the 
last born. In politics the father was first a Whig and afterward a Re- 
publican. 

Jacob J. Post passed his boyhood and youth on his father's farm, 
acquiring habits of useful industry and a good knowledge of agricul- 
tural pursuits through his share of the work done on it. He obtained 
his education in the schools of his native county, and after completing 
their course of instruction, worked with his father until the beginning 
of the Civil war. Being ardently attached to the Union, he was early 
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in the field as a volunteer to aid in defending it against dismember- 
ment, enlisting in Company F, One Hundred and Thirty-sixth New 
York Infantry in 1862. 

His regiment was soon at the front in the midst of the hostilities, 
and he participated in all the battles and skirmishes in which it was 
engaged until July, 1863, when he was shot through his left leg in one 
of the deadly contests on the fateful field of Gettysburg. This wound 
disabled him for further service, and he was discharged from the army 
on account of it, being mustered out in New York city. 

After recovering from his wound Mr. Post was employed as a 
clerk and salesman in a general store in his native county for a num- 
ber of years. In 1872 he came to Cheboygan and started a hardware 
store, the first of the kind in the city, and this he has conducted ever 
since. He has fine business ability and has always been very attentive 
to his trade, studying the needs of the community and doing every- 
thing in his power to give his patrons the utmost satisfaction in every 
way. His store has from its start been a favorite with the public be- 
cause of the completeness and excellence of its stock, the strict in- 
tegrity of its proprietor and the uniform courtesy and consideration 
toward the public that has distinguished everybody connected with it. 
His success in his business is therefore easy to account for, and it has 
been considerable. 

The welfare of his city and county have at all times deeply inter- 
ested Mr. Post, and he has been assiduous in his efforts to advance 
their development and improvement. He was one of the founders of 
the First National Bank and its first vice president. He occupied this 
office in its directorate until May 2, 1911, when he was elected presi- 
dent. He is the bank's oldest living official, and has been one of the 
most important forces in promoting its progress and extending its 
popularity. 

His politcal adherence is given to the Republican party and in 
its service he is ever active and energetic. He has served as city treas- 
urer and treasurer of the school board, but has never been enamored 
of public station and has never sought office of any kind on his own 
motion or desire, preferring always to be of service in the honorable 
domain of private citizenship and in the ranks of the people. 

The fraternal life of his community has been a source of much en- 
joyment to him, and he has taken an active part in it for many years 
as a member of Cheboygan Lodge No. .504 of the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks. He has also been warmly interested in nil 
agencies for good at work among the people, and has given them li is 
practical and material aid in every way open to him without regard to 
political, sectarian or race considerations, and unrestrained by con- 
ditional limitations of any kind. Mr. Post was married on October 
16, 1867, to Miss Cornelia McArthur, who is, like himself, a native of 
the state of New York, where they were married. She is a daughter 
of John R. and Mary (Miller) McArthur, and the seventh bom of 
their ten children, w^hich numbered five sons and five daughters. The 
father was a farmer and lumber merchant, and a man of force and in- 
fluence in his locality. 
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The interesting subject of this brief review has already passed the 
limit of human life as fixed by the sacred writer, but he is still vigor- 
ous, active and full of spirit. He reminds the men and women who 
know him well, all of whom esteem him highly, of some genial year, 
proceeding to its close undoubtedly, but with much of its warmth and 
fruitfulness and beauty still remaining to cheer and brighten and en- 
rich the world. No man in Cheboygan county stands higher in the 
estimation of the people, and none is more worthy of public confidence, 
regard and good will. 

Charles S. Collier. — The present popular ineumbent of the ofSee 
of postmaster of the village of Frankfort, Benzie county, Michigan, 
Charles S. Collier, has long been connected with the public affairs of 
Frankfort, having come hither in 1868, since which time he has held 
various important offices of public trust and responsibility. He was 
born at Claremont, Sullivan county. New Hampshire, on the 29th of 
August, 1835. His father, whose name was also Charles S. Claremont, 
was a carriage manufacturer by vocation and he was the patentee of the 
Concord Buggy. In 1854 the Collier family, consisting of the father, 
mother and eight children, moved to the state of Michigan, locating on 
a farm in Oakland county, where the parents continued to reside until 
their death, which occurred in 1856 and 1898. Of their children three 
are now living. 

Charles S. Collier, the immediate subject of this review, availed 
himself of the advantages afforded in the public schools of his native 
county and he was nineteen years of age at the time of the family re- 
moval to the Wolverine state. In 1859, imbued with the spirit of ad- 
venture and the prospect of making a fortune in the western mines, he 
set forth on the arduous trip across the plains to California. The party 
of which he was a member set out from St. Joseph, Missouri, with an 
ox team and prairie schooner and an interesting but strenuous journey 
of one hundred and twenty days ensued, the travelers eventually set- 
tling on Feather river, in Butte county, California. After prospecting 
for a time in the Golden west Mr. Collier, in 1861, returned to New 
York, via the water route, and thence he proceeded to Pontiac, Mich- 
igan, where was solemnized his marriage. Up to 1868 he was identified 
with the farming business and in that year he came to Frankfort, 
where he was placed in charge of harbor improvement along the east- 
ern coast of Lake Michigan, being thus engaged for the ensuing 
twenty-four years. In 1892 he was made superintendent of the life- 
saving stations along the eastern coast of the lake and this position he 
held until 1899, at which time he was appointed postmaster of Frank- 
fort, remaining in tenure of that office to the present time, in 1911. 

In politics Mr. Collier endorses the principles of the Republican 
party and during his residence in Frankfort he has been honored with 
many official positions of importance. For five years he was a mem- 
ber of the board of supervisors; for four years he held the office of 
town treasurer; and he was incumbent of the office of justice of the 
peace for eight years. All his public service has been characterized by 
stanch devotion to duty, integrity of purpose and proficiency. As a 
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citizen he has ever manifested that public-spirited loyalty which counts 
much for the good of the community and it has ever been his desire to 
promote the general progress and development. Fraternally he is con- 
nected with the Masonic order, and the Knights of the Maccabees. 
Mrs. Collier is a valued and appreciative member of the Order of the 
Eastern Star. Both are devout supporters of the Congregational 
church, in the various departments of whose work they have long 
been active and interested factors. 

At Pontiae, Michigan, on the 24th of June, 1858, Mr. Collier was 
united in marriage to Miss Emma Francis, who was born and reared at 
Troy, Michigan, and who is a daughter of E. M. and Filey (Martin) 
Francis, both of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, whence they came to Mich- 
igan in an early day. Mr. and Mrs. Collier became the parents of four 
children, the two eldest of whom were born at Pontiac and the younger 
two at Frankfort, namely, — Charles F., Etheline, Harry and Berney, 
Charles F. is a contractor and builder at Frankfort; Etheline is the 
wife of E. A. Bigford, of Saginaw, Michigan; Harry is engaged in the 
plumbing business at Frankfort ; and Berney is a dealer in hardware at 
Frankfort. 

Frank McIntyre. — Among the representative citizens of Osceola 
county, Michigan, who have always done everything in their power 
to advance the general welfare of northern Michigan is Frank McIn- 
tyre, whose identification with the industrial interests of this section 
of the state has been of prominent order and who has taken an active 
part in public affairs for many years past. He has resided in this 
county for thirty-two years and during that time has gained and re- 
tained the confidence and esteem of his fellow men, being honored with 
many offices of public trust and responsibility. 

Mr. McIntyre was born in Allegan county, Michigan, on the 22d of 
June, 1865, and is a son of Alanson McIntyre, who was born and reared 
in the state of New York, whence he came as a young man to Mich- 
igan, locating in Allegan county, about the year 1864, and identifying 
himself with the great basic art of agriculture. In 1878, when Frank 
was a youth of about thirteen years of age, the family removed to 
Osceola county, where the father procured a farm in Eose Lake town- 
ship. He married Olive Harvey, likewise a native of the Empire state, 
and they became the parents of six children, all of whom grew to ma- 
turity and only one of whom is now deceased. The devoted mother and 
wife was summoned to the life eternal at the age of forty-eight years 
and her husband lived to the venerable age of seventy-two years. 
Frank McIntyre was the third in order of birth and the second son of 
the above mentioned children and his early educational training was 
obtained in the public schools of Allegan county. After the family 
removal to Osceola county he completed his education in that section 
and he remained on the home farm, assisting his father in the work and 
management thereof, until 1888, in which year he went to Marion, this 
county, where he engaged in the general merchandise business, carry- 
ing a complete line of haberdashery and groceries. Five years after 
his arrival in Marion he was elected sheriff of the county and then 
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established his home at Hersey, the judicial center of the county. 
He was incumbent of the office of sheriff for the ensuing four years, 
at the expiration of which he again turned his attention to business 
affairs. He purchased the milling property and water power plant of 
J. L. Edwards and conducted the same with eminent success until 1903, 
when the mill was destroyed by fire. He immediately built his present 
fine mill, which is thirty-two by sixty feet in lateral dimensions and 
which has a daily capacity of one hundred barrels. It is four stories 
in height and is a roller and feed mill, one of the best of its size in 
Michigan. 

In 1907 Mr. Mclntyre erected an electrical plant on his mill prop- 
erty and he now supplies the village of Hersey with a fine lighting sys- 
ter. The plant is run bj^ water power and the same service is given 
as that furnished in Detroit, Hersey being the only town in Osceola 
county to have such cosmopolitan advantages. The plant is owned and 
controlled by Mr. Mclntyre, and in addition to his other interests he is 
the owner of much valuable property, holding as much as ninety acres 
of land within the corporate limits of Hersey. For the past eight years 
he has held the office of postmaster of Hersey and he is chairman of 
the school board. His political support is given to the Republican 
party, in whose ranks he has long figured prominently and influentially. 
He is one of the most popular citizens in this section of northern 
Michigan, and this is due largely to the deep interest he has ever man- 
ifested in all matters projected for the good of the community. So- 
cially he is connected with the Blue Lodge, Free & Accepted Masons, 
and with the Modern Woodmen of America. He and his wife are zeal- 
ous members of the Congregational church and they are prominent in 
the best social activities of the village. 

Mr. Mclntyre has been twice married. In 1891 he wedded Miss 
Grace Snyder, of Saginaw, Michigan. She was summoned to the life 
eternal in 1903 and is survived by three children, namely, — Jessie, 
Asenath and Cashus. For his second wife Mr. Mclntyre married Miss 
Emma Millard, a daughter of 0. L. and Marie Millard, the ceremony 
having been performed on the 30th of November, 1905. The one child 
of this union died in infancy. 

Eldon L. Metheany, agent for the Grand Bapids & Indiana Rail- 
road, Cadillac, Michigan, has been identified with this place as a bus- 
iness man and public official for a period of more than thirty years. 

Mr. Metheany is a native of Ohio. He was bom at Lima, that 
state, December 5, 1850, a son of Richard and Esta (Levering) Meth- 
eany, and ninth in order of birth of their twelve children, six sons and 
six daughters. Richard Metheany was born in Ohio in 1804, and from 
1834 until the time of his death in 1879 was a resident of Allen county. 
He was one of the pioneer merchants of Lima, and for several terms 
filled the office of mayor of that town. Also for manj^ years he was 
auditor of Allen county. Politically, first he was a Whig and later he 
was a Republican. His good wife, a native of Pennsylvania, born in 
1819, died in 1909. 

Until he reached the age of eighteen Eldon L. Metheany attended the 
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public schools of his native town. Then in 1868 he began his railroad 
career, as ticket agent for the C. H. & D. Railroad at Lima. Leaving 
Ohio in 1877, he came to Michigan and settled at what was then Clam 
Lake, now Cadillac, and here on February 14 of that year he took 
charge of the Grand Rapids & Indiana Railway station, which position 
he has since filled. 

Soon after his removal to this place he was pressed into public service 
and here he has been continuously in public office since 1879. He has 
been a member of the school board for the past twenty years, and for 
twenty-five years has been on the board of Cemetery Trustees. In the 
spring of 1881 he was elected alderman at large on the Republican 
ticket. Four times he was elected on the Republican ticket to the 
office of mayor of Cadillac, and three times to the same office on the 
Citizens' ticket, his first election being in 1883 and his whole service 
covering seven terms. In 1895 he was appointed on the Fire and Po- 
lice Committee, and served two years. His last election as mayor was 
in 1909. Central Park, one of the chief attractions of Cadillac at the 
present time, was swamp land and covered with brush when Mr. 
Metheany came here, and for some years afterward, but under his su- 
pervision, it has assumed a different appearance. Only one native tree 
is now standing in the park, the others having been planted, most of 
them hard maples. 

On June 20, 1878, Eldon L. Metheany and Miss Louisa Welker were 
united in marriage, and they are the parents of two children, a son and 
a daughter, Eldon RoUiston, proprietor of the depot eating station, 
and Elizabeth Rachel, at home. 

Mr. Metheany is a charter member of the Knights of Pythias at 
Cadillac, and he also belongs to the Elks and Red Men. 

Morgan L. Steele. — The Leelanau News is one of the most popular 
publications in Leelanau county, Michigan, and it exercises a broad in- 
fluence in connection with the development and improvement of this 
section of the state. Its editor, Morgan L. Steele, is a young man of 
splendid ability and he has had charge of this paper since the 15th of 
October, 1909, at which time he came to Sutton's Bay. He was born at 
Northport, Michigan, on the 12th of October, 1889, and is a son of Wil- 
liam H. and Sarah (Sanborn) Steele, the former of whom was born in 
Michigan and the latter in the Dominion of Canada. The father is en- 
gaged in the produce business, handling by contract and direct pur- 
chase the entire production of orchards and shipping all kinds of farm 
produce to markets throughout the country. Mr. and Mrs. William H. 
Steele, who now. maintain their home at Northport, have four children 
and of the number he whose name initiates this review is the firstborn. 
The other children are, — Eugene, born in 1891 ; Ida, born in 1892 ; and 
Albert, born in 1893. All of the children were born at Northport. The 
Steele family traces its ancestry back to staunch English stock and the 
Sanborns are of German origin. 

Morgan L. Steele received his early educational training in the pub- 
lic schools of Northport and when twelve years of age he entered upon 
an apprenticeship at the printer's trade in the office of W. B. Campbell, 
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of Northport. It has been said with truth that a terinjjf service in a 
newspaper office is equal to a liberal education and fits one for most 
any line of enterprise. After three years of service as an apprentice 
Mr. Steele worked ft)r some time as a journeyman and in 1907 he edited 
and published for a time the Northport Leader. On the 15th of Octo- 
ber, however, he purchased the Leelanau News, at Suttons Bay, which 
was formerly published by A. W. Gunn. This paper was first known 
as the Bazoo and later as the Sentinel, Mr. Gunn changed the title to 
that of the Leelanau News, by which it has since been known. In con- 
nection with the publication of the paper Mr. Steele has the assistance 
of his sister, Miss Ida Steele. 

In politics Mr. Steele accords an uncompromising allegiance to the 
cause of the Republican party and he manifests a sincere interest and 
wholesome enthusiasm in all matters projected for the good of the com- 
munity. In a fraternal way he is aflSliated with the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows and the Modern Brotherhood of America. He and his 
sister are zealous members of the Methodist Episcopal church and both 
are most popular factors in connection with the best social activities of 
the community. 

Dr. Frank J. LaRue, who is a prominent physician and surgeon of 
South Frankfort, Benzie county, Michigan, has been engaged in prac- 
tice here for fully five years and has risen to high favor among the 
citizens, enjoying a representative and high-class patronage. He has 
lived in Michigan nearly all his life and is thoroughly imbued with 
the progressive spirit and advanced thought of the present day. He 
is thoroughly equipped for his profession and up-to-date in his methods 
of practice and research. 

Dr. LaRue was born at Empire, Leelanau county, Michigan, on the 
24th of February, 1872, and is a son of John and Sophia (Lacker) 
LaRue, both of whom were born in the state of New York, whence they 
came to Michigan in the early '40s, locating on government land in 
the vicinity of the present village of Empire. John LaRue platted the 
land and formed the first settlement of Empire. He and his wife be- 
came the parents of five children and of the number three are now 
living. The father was summoned to the life eternal in 1898 and the 
mother passed away in 1903. Both were influential citizens and they 
did much to forward the progress and development of Benzie county 
in the early days. The Doctor remained at home until he had attained 
to the age of fourteen years, when he went to Traverse City, attending 
high school at that place for the ensuing two years, at the expiration 
of which he went to Cadillac, where he pursued a commercial course 
in a business college, in which he was duly graduated. For six months 
thereafter he was employed at Cadillac as a bookkeeper and he then 
returned to Empire, where he entered the postoffiee in the capacity of 
deputy postmaster, being thus engaged for some five years. He then 
went to Rochester, New York, and entered the office of a famous doctor 
in that city, under whose able preceptorship he began to prepare him- 
self for the medical profession. In 1893 he was matriculated in the 
University of Virginia, at Charlottesville, and after a course of two 
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years in the medical department of that well known institution he was 
graduated as a member of the class of 1895, with the degree of Doctor 
of Medicine. Immediately after graduating Dr. LaRue returned to 
Empire, Michigan, where he was engaged in active practice for the 
following five years, after which he was a resident practitioner at 
Johannesburg, Michigan, for two years. He then, in 1903, went to 
Grand Rapids, where he attended the Grand Rapids Medical College, 
in which he took a special course and in which he was graduated with 
the supplemental degree of Doctor of Medicine, in 1906. This year 
marks the time of his arrival in South Frankfort, where he has since 
been engaged in practice and where he now enjoys a large and lucrative 
patronage. His fame as an eminent physician and surgeon is not con- 
fined to South Frankfort for he is renowned throughout Benzie county 
for his skill and practical and scientific knowledge. 

In 1897 Dr. LaRue was united in marriage to Miss Ellen Baver, of 
Frankfort, Michigan. She was born in Norway, whence she came to 
Michigan with her parents, in 1887. Three children have been born 
to this union and their names and respective dates of birth are here 
incorporated, — Charlie, 1898; Ansley, 1906; and Alice, 1909. 

Dr. LaRue maintains an independent attitude in political matters, 
ever giving his support to men and measures that meet with the approval 
of his judgment. Although never desirous of the honors or emoluments 
of public office he gives his aid in support of all movements projected 
for the good of the community and while at Johannesburg he was 
incumbent of the office of member of the board of health. Fraternally 
he is affiliated with the Modern Brotherhood of America and the Eagles. 
He and his wife are devout members of the Methodist Episcopal church,, 
to whose charities and good works they are most liberal contributors. 

Albert W. Ramsay. — This esteemed citizen, valued force in all 
agencies employed for the advancement and improvement of the city 
and county, strong bulwark in the fiscal department of the community's, 
being, and radiant sunbeam in its social life, has been a resident of 
Cheboygan for more than forty years, and is deeply and continuously 
interested in the abiding welfare of the city and county of his home 
and that of all their inhabitants. He has contributed to their progress 
and improvement to the full measure of his opportunities and capabili- 
ties, and his services are valued highly by all the people. Mr. Ramsay 
is a native of Springfield, Clark county, Ohio, where he was born on 
December 7, 1862, and where the lives of his parents, Charles S. and 
Catherine (Winger) Ramsay, also began, the father's on March 12, 
1837, and the mother's within a year or two afterward. They were 
married in the city of their nativity on June 14, 1860, and became the 
parents of three sons and three daughters, all of whom are living but 
one, Arthur, their last born child, who died at the age of twenty-two 
years. The surviving children are: Albert "W., the subject of this 
brief memoir; Edith G., the wife of Clark J. MacArthur, a resident of 
Cheboygan, a sketch of whom will be found elsewhere in this volume; 
Dora M., assistant editor of the Cheboygan Tribune; Ross D., and 
Katharine G. 
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The father is a son of Alexander and Jane (Stephenson) Ramsay, 
natives of Kentucky who located at Springfield, Ohio, soon after their 
marriage. The former lived to be sixty-seven years of age and the 
latter eighty-six. Their offspring numbered ten, five sons and five 
daughters, and of the whole number five are now living. Charles S. 
Ramsay was the sixth child in the order of birth. His father was a 
carpenter and contractor in Springfield for a time, and later became 
a lumber merchant. He was a Whig in political allegiance and filled 
with great acceptability a number of public offices, being a prominent 
and influential citizen and highly esteemed throughout Ohio as a man 
of probity and superior intelligence. Charles S. Ramsay, the father 
of Albert, obtained his education in the public schools and his special 
training for business pursuits in a commercial college. His first regu- 
lar employment for a salary was as bookkeeper for his father in the 
lumber business. The military fever caught him at the very beginning 
of our Civil war, and in 1861 he enlisted in the Forty-fourth Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry as a member of the band attached to the regiment, 
and was discharged in 1862, when all the regimental and other bands 
connected with the federal army were dispensed with. The returned 
soldier served for a number of years as bookkeeper for R. W. King of 
Detroit, Michigan, and in 1871 moved his family to Cheboygan, arriv- 
ing in May. During the next four years he was extensively occupied 
in the lumber trade. In 1875, when the publication of the Cheboygan 
Tribune began, he joined its force as a reporter, and was largely instru- 
mental Iq helping to get out its first issue. Ten years later he became 
the proprietor of the paper, and ever since then has been its editor and 
manager. All the attractiveness and interest of the paper is due in 
great part to his versatile and graceful pen, and its financial success 
is the result of his good management and fine business ability. The 
elder Mr. Ramsay is a very active man in city, county and state politics, 
and a very helpful agency in the progress and improvement of Cheboy- 
gan city and county. He is a firm and faithful Republican, belongs 
to Ruddock Post No. 224, Grand Army of the Republic, of which he is 
now commander and serving his fourth term as such, and is also a 
valued member of Cheboygan Lodge No. 504, Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks. More than forty years have passed since this venerable 
citizen and his esteemed wife took up their residence in Cheboygan, 
and more than fifty-one since they joined their hands and lives in 
wedlock. On June 14, 1910, they celebrated their golden wedding, and 
the occasion was a jubilee in fact as well as in name for the chief par- 
ticipants and hundreds of friends who crowded their attractive home 
when their youthful vows of fidelity were renewed, and flooded them 
with congratulations, good wishes and testimonials of admiration and 
good will. At this time also their three weeks' old grandson, Arthur 
Stuart MacArthur, was given his name and first sacrament in Christian 
baptism. 

Albert W. Ramsay obtained his scholastic training in schools in 
Detroit and Cheboygan. He was first employed after leaving school 
in a drug store, then for one year as a clerk in the postoffice under 
postmaster Ford, His next engagement was as a clerk in the freight 
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and passenger department of the Michigan Central Eailroad, which 
occupied him about one year. At the end of that period he began clerk- 
ing for the Baker Dock Company, with which he remained four years. 
Leaving that company's service, he passed one year as a clerk in the 
employ of F. S. Tolsma, a wholesale fish merchant of Detroit, Michigan. 
Mr. Ramsay was now about twenty-one years old and desirous of some- 
thing permanent and promising in the way of a business engagement, 
and readily accepted a position as bookkeeper and collector in the em- 
ploy of the First National Bank, which was offered him in 1883. A 
few years later he was made assistant cashier, and in 1896 was elected 
cashier. In this capacity he is still serving the bank with much credit 
to himself and pronounced satisfaction to the officials and patrons of 
the institution. He is also the treasurer of the school board, and has 
been for a number of years, during all of which he has been a prominent 
factor in the work of the board and a substantial force in the cause of 
public education. 

The fraternal life of the community has long enlisted Mr. Ramsay's 
cordial interest and had the benefit of his wisdom in counsel and his 
energy in practical work for its advancement. He is a member of 
Cheboygan Lodge of Master Masons, Cheboygan Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons, Inverness Council of Royal and Select Masters and Cheboygan 
Commandery of Knights Templar. In each of these branches of the 
Masonic order he has filled many important offices, and to all he has 
given the impulse of his progressive spirit and the benefit of his broad 
intelligence. In politics he is a Republican with strong attachment to 
the principles of his party and an effective worker in its behalf. 

On February 12, 1897, Mr. Ramsay and Miss Helena Guest were 
united in marriage, and since then have walked life's way together. 
Mrs. Ramsay is a daughter of Thomas B. and Elizabeth (Lenhen) 
Guest, and a native of the city of St. Mary's in the province of Ontario, 
Canada. She is a lady of superior culture and fine public spirit, and 
is regarded as a valuable assistant in all undertakings for the benefit 
of the community. She and her husband are held in the highest esteem 
throughout the county for their genuine worth and the elevation and 
usefulness of their citizenship, as well as for their rare and radiant 
social qualities. They are unostentatious in their lives and bearing, 
but zealous in the performance of every public and private duty. 

Dr. Frank A. Van Sickle, who was engaged in the practice of med- 
icine and surgery at South Frankfort, Benzie county, Michigan, died 
March 10, 1911, and in his demise the community lost a good citizen 
and an able and conscientious practitioner. Added to his innate talent 
and acquired ability along the line of one of the most beneficial profes- 
sions to which a man may devote his energies — the alleviation of human 
pain and suffering — he possessed a genial and kindly disposition which 
affected his patients in the best way possible. His courteous sympathy 
and extensive learning gained to him eminent prestige during the twelve 
years of his residence in South Frankfort, and his removal in the prime 
of life was a matter of general regret. 

Dr. Van Sickle was born at Hamilton, Province of Ontario, Canada, 
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the date of his nativity being December 16, 1864. His parents, James 
and Martha (Book) Van Sickle, were both natives of Canada, the for- 
mer having been born at Flambro, Wentworth county, and the latter 
at Palermo, Halton county. The grandfather Van Sickle was born in 
the state of Pennsylvania, whence he removed to Canada in 1840, locat- 
ing in what is now Hamilton and owning at one time a large portion 
of the townsite of Hamilton. The Van Sickle family removed to Halton 
county, Canada, when the Doctor was a child of but three years of age. 
He was the first in order of birth in a family of six children and he 
received his preliminary educational training in the public schools of 
Halton county, later supplementing this training with a course in the 
high school at Waterdown, that county. After being graduated from 
the high school he entered the Collegiate Institute, at Barrie, Canada, 
where he pursued a literary course in preparation for entrance to the 
medical college at Toronto, where he was a student for three years. In 
1886 he successfully passed the preparatory examination for entrance 
to the university at Toronto, in the medical department of which insti- 
tution he was a student for the ensuing four years and in which he 
was graduated as a member of the class of 1890, duly receiving his 
degree of Doctor of Medicine. Thereafter he went to Detroit, Michi- 
gan, where he entered the Detroit Medical College, in which he took 
a post-graduate course which he completed in 1892. In addition to his 
study at Detroit Dr. Van Sickle was practicing physician in the office 
of Dr. J. B. Book. After leaving Detroit he went to Benton Harbor, 
Michigan, where he engaged in active practice until 1896, in which 
year he went to Williamsburg, Michigan, remaining at the latter place 
until the fall of 1899, which time marks his advent in South Frankfort, 
where he was in active practice at the time of his death. 

At Breedsville, this state, in October, 1894, Dr. Van Sickle was 
united in marriage to Mrs. Blanche I. Robertson, the widow of Dr. Frank 
Robertson, of Breedsville. Mrs. Van Sickle, whose maiden name was 
Blanche I. Bewley, traces her ancestry back to good old Puritan stock 
and she is a daughter of Helen L. and George W. (Bewley) Bewley, 
both of whom are now deceased. She is a woman of most pleasing per- 
sonality and high culture, and is a member of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution. Dr. Van Sickle left no children. 

Dr. Van Sickle was a stanch Republican in his political proclivities 
and he ever manifested a deep and sincere interest in all matters tend- 
ing to advance the progress and development of this section of the 
state. He gave efficient service as coroner of Benzie county and he 
was also a member of the board of health of South Frankfort. Frater- 
nally he was connected with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

Henry Curtis. — It is rather unusual nowadays to find a man who 
has followed up the same line of business that he engages in when a boy. 
As a rule a boy changes his mind many times in the process of his de- * 
velopment, or if he does not change then, as soon as he launches on the 
chosen career he finds it not suited to his tastes or capabilities. This 
has not been the experience of Henry Curtis, superintendent of the 
lumber plant of Mitchell Brothers at Jennings. Since he was sixteen 
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years old Mr. Curtis has been engaged in the lumber business during 
which time he has been learning more and more in regard to lumber, 
so that to-day there is no one in the county who is more of an authority 
on matters pertaining to the lumber trade. Not only does he know his 
own business, but he attends to it. Probably that is the secret of his 
success — the fact that he has not made any side excursions and wandered 
into other paths. 

He was born in Kent county, Michigan, in 1862, where his parents, 
Michael and Catherine (Sexton) Curtis, were farmers. Henry did not 
have the advantage of much schooling. It is true he did attend the dis- 
trict school during the winter, from the time he was old enough to 
walk from his father's farm to the school house, until he was sixteen. 
During the summers he worked on the farm and did chores around the 
house, thereby forming habits of industry which have stood him in good 
stead all the rest of his life. When he was sixteen he left home and 
went to Muskegon, Michigan, where he secured a position with the 
Thayer Lumber Company. He stayed with them for four years, work- 
ing in the yards and learning about the different woods and their 
values. He soon became an expert sorter, having an unusual ability to 
detect flaws and to discriminate between perfect and imperfect lumber. 
When he was twenty years old he went to Chicago, where he worked for 
two years with T. D. Stimpson. At the end of that time he went to 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he worked for one year for a large 
lumber concern. All of this time he had been employed in localities 
that were close together; then he went out west, to Bonner, Montana, 
where the lumber trade was a little different. In 1889 he came back to 
his native state and located at Jennings, where he took charge of the 
yard of the Mitchell's Lumber Company, which position he held for 
eleven years. By the end of that time he had made himself so valuable 
to the company that he was placed in full charge of the plant as general 
superintendent. 

In 1891 he married Miss Ida Bell Bundage, a young lady who was 
born in Allegan county, Michigan. She was the daughter of Alfred 
Bundage and his wife Charlotte, who had formerly been Miss Forster. 
Mr. Bundage was born in Connecticut and was a bridge builder by 
profession. During the Civil war he was employed by the government 
as an engineer and mechanic. He was with Company H for four years 
and was one of the brave followers of Sherman when he made his cele- 
brated march to the sea. He now lives in Jennings, Michigan. Mr. 
and Mrs. Curtis have one child, Alfred B., named after his maternal 
grandfather. He was born March 20, 1901, and is now attending the 
public school in Jennings. 

Mr. Curtis is a member of the Catholic church, having been brought 
up in the Catholic faith. He is a member of four fraternal orders, the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Knights of Columbus, 
the Maccabees and the Modern Woodmen of America. In politics he is 
a Republican and is always greatly interested in any matter pertaining 
to the welfare of the country in general and of his native state in par- 
ticular. He was one of the organizers of the Jennings school board and 
he holds the office of director. Notwithstanding the fact that he had 
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very little schooling himself — or perhaps because of that very reason — 
Mr. Curtis realizes the importance of a thorough education. He believes 
it is a capital which every boy and girl should strive to obtain, as it will 
be of infinite value in after life, no matter in what relations his lot may 
be cast. Mr. Curtis has taken every opportunity to educate himself by 
reading and he is today a man of culture as well as natural refinement. 
He is a man of whom the citizens of Jennings are very proud. 

Len J. Patterson. — Persistency and well applied ability invariably 
win their way to prominence. No matter how small and insignificant 
the beginning may be, the industrious man who exerts his talents and 
has the tenacity of purpose to persist in the course good judgment dic- 
tates never fails of success. Len J. Patterson, the enterprising editor 
of the Tawas Herald, was born in Cass county, Michigan, on the 8th of 
January, 1867, and he is a son of James and Mary (Scout) Patterson, 
both of whom were born and reared in Lenawee county, Michigan, 
James Patterson died at Tawas City in 1908. They became the parents 
of four children, of whom Len J., of this review, was the firstborn. 

Len J. Patterson received his preliminary educational training in 
the school of Elkhart, Indiana, and later he attended the Cassopolis 
high school. When thirteen years of age he entered upon an appren- 
ticeship at the printer's trade in Cass county, on the Vigilant at Cass- 
opolis. It has often been said that thorough familiarity with the ins 
and outs of a printing office is equivalent to a liberal education and 
certain it is that Mr. Patterson acquired much valuable information 
during his apprenticeship. In 1886 he became one of the publishers of 
the Brighton Citizen, continuing to be identified with that paper for a 
period of two years, at the expiration of which he became one of the 
founders of the Northern Democrat at Grayling. In 1893, however, 
Mr. Patterson severed his connection with that paper and came to Tawas 
City, where he became editor and publisher of the Tawas City Herald, 
This paper was founded in 1884 by W. M. Miller, who continued to 
edit it up to 1891, when he disposed of it to Michael Murphy, under 
whose management it continued to thrive until 1893, when Mr. Pat- 
terson became proprietor. At the beginning circulation was small; it 
was five, then six and finally seven columns. Its circulation was then 
three hundred and fifty and it now numbers over nine hundred sub- 
scribers. The Herald office is equipped with up-to-date material in the 
line of machinery and brain force and the product turned out is a 
clean-cut, newsy paper, the principal object of which is to promote the 
interests of the town and of its subscribers. The jobbing office does a 
large and representative business and it compares well with that de- 
partment in the leading newspapers of northern Michigan. One of the 
important features of the press room is a modern Chandler Gordon 
press, which is run by a gasoline engine. 

In politics Mr. Patterson is aligned as a stalwart supporter of the 
cause of the Democratic party and during his residence in Tawas City 
he has been honored with the office of city clerk, which he held for a 
period of two years. He has also given most efficient service as a mem- 
ber of the board of supervisors and for five years he was a member of 
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the city board of aldermen. Fraternally he is affiliated with the Mod- 
ern Woodmen of America, with the Modern Brotherhood of America 
and with the Knights of the Maccabees. He and his wife are highly 
esteemed as loyal and public-spirited citizens. 

In the year 1897 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Patterson to 
Miss Ida L. Funk, a daughter of Henry and Nancy Funk. Mrs. Pat- 
terson was born at Tawas City on the 11th of April, 1875. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Patterson have been born four children, whose names are 
here entered in respective order of birth, — Alfred, Luella, Henry and 
Ruth. 

Farwell a. Wilson. — The life of the late Farwell A. Wilson pre- 
sents one of the most interesting pages in Michigan pioneer history. 
He was known far and wide as one of the most important figures in 
the lumh^r business, having become identified with the same in young 
manhood and remaining thus concerned until the time of his demise. 
He witnessed the wonderful development of this section and his splen- 
did citizenship made him one of the most valuable of men. 

Farwell A. Wilson was born on a farm in Vienna township, Genesee 
county, Michigan, July 18, 1841. His father was Nahum N. Wilson, a 
pioneer in Genesee county, who came from Thetford, Vermont, and 
operated the first saw mill in Flint which was run by water power. It 
was also his distinction to build the first frame building in Flint, in 
1834, which at that time was an Indian trading post. Nahum N. Wilson 
bom in Newport, New Hampshire, was a lineal descendant of Alexander 
Wilson, who because of valiant services rendered in the defense of 
Londonderry, Ireland, during the siege of that city, was granted a 
tract of land near Londonderry, New Hampshire, where he located in 
3719. This land was exempted from taxation until the Revolutionary 
war. 

Mr. Wilson was the son of a farmer and passed his early years upon 
the farm, divided his energies between its manifold labors and attend- 
ance at the district school during the winter months. When he came 
to more independent years he worked out, doing farm labor and making 
sap buckets for the maple sugar season. By the exercise of great dili- 
gence and thrift he eventually found himself able to purchase the 
west half of the northwest -quarter section 30, Forest township, the same 
consisting of eighty acres. Upon this land, which was situated near 
his father's homestead, he settled down to farming. 

On March 20, 1865, Mr. Wilson established pleasant domestic rela- 
tions by his marriage to Ann W. Hoover, daughter of Jacob H. Hoover, 
of Millington, Michigan, there resulting from this union the following 
four children: Phalle M. (Mrs. E. A. Corrigan) now living in Sagi- 
naw, Michigan, born in Forest township, Genesee county, Michigan, 
September 28, 1866 ; Earl F., born in Forest township, Genesee county, 
Michigan, January 31, 1871, now living in Saginaw, Michigan; Floyd 
A., bom in Vernon township, Isabella county, Michigan, May 27, 1876, 
now living in Saginaw, Michigan; and Florence A. (Mrs. W. M. 
Signor) now living in Ann Arbor, Michigan, born in Vernon township, 
Isabella county, Michigan, May 27, 1876. 
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About January 1, 1866, lie and his brother William entered into a 
contract to cut eighty acres of pine timber for half the profits. They 
bought a portable saw mill and although the timber wa^ the best that 
ever grew there was but little profit in the deal as the lumber had to 
be hauled eleven miles to Mt. Morris on the Flint & Pere Marquette 
Railroad which had just been built. They bought other timber and 
on January 3, 1868, their cousin, William Henry, who had recently 
come from Vermont, joined the partnership, and this was the beginning 
of the well known lumber firm of W. H. & F. A. Wilson, who later 
operated in Isabella and Clare counties. In 1870, the Flint & Pere 
Marquette Railroad extended its line west toward Ludington. Farwell 
A., who was the moving spirit in this embryo lumber concern, made 
arrangements to buy some pine timber from the railroad company ^nd 
located some in Vernon township, Isabella county, five miles from 
Farwell, to which point the railroad had just been completed. Accord- 
ingly in the summer of 1871 with a crew of men they started to build 
camps and made a start in the unbroken wilderness of Isabella county. 
The hardships encountered are typical of those of the pioneer lumber- 
man of that period and are best described in Mr. Wilson 's own words : 

''In May, 1871, my brother William H. and myself, started out in 
search of some pine timber and finally located nine hundred and sixty 
acres in the township of Vernon, Isabella county, belonging to the 
Flint & Pere Marquette Railroad Company, which we bought of them, 
making a small payment down. In the following month of July, W. 
H. with a crew of men, started to clear the ground, erect a mill frame, 
build a dam and so on. He remained until November and having 
trouble with the men, came down for me to go and take charge of them. 
He arrived at my house at four o'clock in the afternoon and by four 
o'clock the following morning, November 16, 1871, we had packed my 
household effects and were on our way to the woods. Our mill site was 
in a primeval forest fifty-four miles from Saginaw and five miles from 
the village of Farwell, which was then only a lumber camp. Arriving 
at our location I found a board house, eighteen by thirty feet with single 
board floor and sides. The cracks between the unseasoned boards were 
at least a half inch wide and soon the weather became very cold. My 
oldest boy Earl was only nine months old and we had hard work to 
keep him from freezing. It became so cold by December 1, that our 
millwright left, declaring that the machinery could not be put in until 
spring, and the other men followed except one James O'Connor, (in 
1911, living in Clare, Michigan), and together we made pulleys and 
installed the remaining machinery so that on January 1, 1872, we 
started the engine. We ran this mill until October, 1873, when we 
replaced the muley saw with a Stearns mill having a daily capacity of 
twenty-five thousand feet. All went well, until October 19, 1874, when 
we met with a great misfortune. The boiler exploded, entirely wreck- 
ing the building and machinery. Our loss was over ten thousand dol- 
lars. This event, coming as it did, at the time of the panic of 1874, 
came near being our ruination. However we succeeded in rebuilding 
and when ready to run again, were badly in debt. Values were de- 
creasing daily and interest increasing, and besides there seemed to be 
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no demand for lumber and shingles. We purchased eight hundred 
acres of timber from Gebhart & Estabrook, of Saginaw, to be paid for 
in lumber, — yearly payments — and this was all that saved us from 
failing. By working hard early and late, and by perseverance, honesty 
and economy, we succeeded in getting the better of our debts." 

In 1879 a site for the new county seat of Clare county was selected 
in an unbroken pine forest on the banks of Budd Lake located in the 
geographical center of the county, and to this point the Flint & Pere 
Marquette Railway projected its line which was built in 1880. Farwell 
A. Wilson, acting for his firm, made a deal with the railroad company 
for 1800 acres of pine timber, part of which was located on the present 
site of Harrison, the county seat, and they built saw, shingle and plan- 
ing mills in Harrison and continued business there until 1892, being 
the largest lumber manufacturing concern in the county and among 
the largest west of Saginaw. They platted an addition to the village 
of Harrison and gave a beautiful park to the people. 

In 1882, worn out with the worry and care of looking after the 
financial end of a business which had now grown to large proportions, 
Farwell A. Wilson decided to spend the winter in the south. Arriving 
there and seeing pine timber so cheap that it had no value except for 
turpentine, he forgot about the object of his visit and soon returned 
to Michigan with an option on sixty-two thousand acres of the finest 
timber that grew in the state of Alabama. He then organized the 
Michigan Land Company composed of David G. Slafter, of Yassar, his 
uncle; J. and G. K. Wentworth, of Bay City; and Chester G. White, of 
Lapeer, his own firm retaining a one-third interest. He was one of the 
very first of the lumbermen of Michigan to forsee the value of southern 
pine. A certain large lumberman whom he solicited to join the Michi- 
gan Land Company, declared that he was crazy to think of investing 
in southern timber, as it would be fifty years before there would be 
any demand for it. A fitting commentary on his judgment was the 
fact that this same lumberman some years later became a very large 
investor in southern pine, but at a very much advanced price. This 
was the crowning achievement of a successful business career, although 
he did not live to see its conclusion. 

Farwell A. Wilson was a man of undaunted courage and this was 
one of the principal causes which made him a leader among men. He 
filled a large place in the community in which he lived. Nature had 
been generous in his endowment and he would have made his mark 
in any sphere of action. He was fond of books, a diversified reader 
and well informed on various subjects. Especially did politics demand 
his attention and he was honored by the votes of his fellow citizens, who 
elected him president of the village of Harrison and to the board of 
supervisors of Clare county. He was also elected to represent the 
Midland-Clare district in the House of Representatives, where he proved 
a legislator and statesman of ability and served on several important 
committees during the session of 1887-8. It was his own lack of early edu- 
cational advantages that prompted him in 1892 to move his family to 
Ann Arbor, so that his children might attend the State University. 
Scarcely had he become nicely located in that interesting college town 
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in a handsome new home, when his health failed and after a lingering 
illness he died January 22, 1896, at the age of fifty-five years. Thus 
was cut short a career which should have been blessed with many more 
fruitful years; nevertheless the influence of his progressiveness, enter- 
prise and unblemished record as a man and a citizen, will long live 
after him, and although more than a decade has passed since he died, 
we can still say — 

'* Nobly he wrought, strongly he ran; 

Bravely he fought, fought in the van; 

Rest hath he sought, he was but man — 
*He shall do well.'" 

And his memory remains undimmed with those who loved and honored 
him. 

Bartlett H. McMullen, M. D., Cadillac, Michigan, is a native of 
Canada, and dates his birth in Stratford, September 15, 1857. Ilis 
father, John S. McMullen, was born in 1828, in Kingston, Canada, of 
Scotch and Irish parents, and is now a resident of Seattle, Washington, 
to which place he moved some twenty years ago and engaged in the 
lumber business; while the mother, Margaret (Holland) McMullen, 
bom in Dublin, Ireland, died in 1904, at the age of seventy-five years. 
In their family of four sons and two daughters the Doctor is the second 
in order of birth. 

In 1860, when he was a child of four years, his parents left Can- 
ada and came over into Michigan, their settlement being at West Bay 
City, where he received his elementary education and began the study 
of medicine in the office of Dr. W. E. Magill. Two years later, in the 
fall of 1876, he matriculated in the Detroit Medical College, and on March 
4, 1879, graduated, receiving the degree of M. D. The two years suc- 
ceeding his graduation he spent in the hospitals of Detroit, at the same 
time being associated in practice with Dr. George P. Andrews. From 
1881 to 1888, he was engaged in the practice of his profession at 
Morley, Michigan. Then, desiring a broader field for his labor, he 
came to Cadillac, where he has since resided. Dr. McMullen makes a 
specialty of surgery and diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat. 
While he has always been a student, he has from time to time absented 
himself from his office in order to take a post graduate course. In 
1890 he spent several weeks engaged in post graduate work in New 
York city, in 1899 he took a course in the Polyclinic and largest hos- 
pital of New York, where he studied under some of the most scientific 
and skillful physicians and surgeons of this country, and in 1909 and 
1910 he took a special course in surgery from the Mayos, noted sur- 
geons of Rochester, Minnesota. During his practice here he has been 
employed as surgeon for several large lumber companies, and is divi- 
sion surgeon of the Ann Arbor Railroad. 

Dr. McMullen is fraternally connected with the Tri-County Medical 
Society, the State Medical Society and the American Medical Associa- 
tion, of the last named being counselor for the ninth district of Mich- 
igan. Also he is a Mason of high rank. He has membership in Clam 
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Lake Lodge, No. 331, F. & A. M. ; Cadillac Chapter, No. 103, R. A. M. ; 
Cadillac Council, No. 70 ; and Traverse City Commandery, K. T. Other 
fraternal organizations with which he is identified are the I. 0. F., 
the K. of P. and the Elks. While Dr. McMullen has never been active 
politically, he has always maintained a deep interest in local affairs, 
and in 1907 was elected and served as mayor of Cadillac. 

On September 7, 1882, Dr. McMullen and Miss Alice M. Sams were 
united in marriage, and to them have been given three children, 
namely: Florence, wife of C. A. Jewett, of Cleveland, Ohio; Donald, a 
student in the Cleveland High School ; and Edward. As a pianist and 
composer of music, Edward is recognized as a prodigy. Mrs. McMullen 
was born in Kentucky, second in order of birth of the three daughters 
and one son of George W. and Elizabeth (Adams) Sams, her father 
being a native of the state of New York and her mother of Illinois. 

HiBAM O. Rose. — ''A truly great life," says Webster, *'when Heaven 
vouchsafes so rare a gift, is not a temporary flame, burning bright for 
a while and then expiring, giving place to returning darkness. It is 
rather a spark of fervent heat as well as radiant light, with power to 
enkindle the common mass of human mind; so that when it glimmers 
in its own decay, and finally goes out in death, no night follows, but 
it leaves the world all light, all on fire, from the potent contact of its 
own spirit." Captain Hiram O. Eose, one of the prominent business 
men and influential citizens of Petoskey, Michigan, at the time of his 
demise, on the 7th of January, 1911, was long one of the most honored 
residents of northern Michigan. 

A native of the fine old Empire state of the Union, Capt. Hiram O. 
Eose was born in Cambria, New York, the date of his nativity being the 
27th of November, 1830. He was a son of Stephen and Mary Eose, both 
of whom were born and reared in the state of New York. In the pub- 
lic schools of his native place Captain Eose received his preliminary 
educational training. When three years old he came to Michigan, lo- 
cating at Bronson, Michigan, where he set about working diligently 
for a better education. For a time he worked in a grocery store, study- 
ing hard during the winter school term, and eventually he entered 
upon an apprenticeship at the printer's trade. His first work along 
that line of endeavor was in the printing office of the Coldivater Sen- 
tinel, where he was employed for three years, the first year receiving 
thirty dollars in wages, the second forty dollars, and the third year 
sixty dollars, in addition to which he also received his board and clothes 
and the privilege of three months' schooling each year. After he had 
thoroughly familiarized himself with the ins and outs of the printer's 
trade he was foreman in the office of the Coldivater Sentinel for one 
year, at the munificent salary of ten dollars per month. In 1849 he 
decided to try his fortunes in the far west and in that year went to 
California, via the Panama route. He remained in the Golden state 
for two years, at the expiration of which he returned to Michigan. In 
1853, learning of the wonderful copper mines of the upper peninsula, 
he immediately proceeded to that section of the state. En route, he 
was stormbound on South Manitou Island for ten days, during which 
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time he learned to measure and sell wood. Later, the small schooner, 
upon which he left the island, touching at Frankfort and Northport, 
the fine forests and beauty of the surrounding country caused him to 
enter a tract of government land. Subsequently, going to the land 
office at Mackinaw, he purchased a tract of eight hundred acres, on 
which he started a store and boarding house, developing the timber 
resources of his land very rapidly. In some of his enterprises in the 
upper peninsula he was associated with Amos Fox, the former com- 
panion of his western experiences. For a period of nineteen years Cap- 
tain Rose remained at Northport, while Mr. Fox handled the business 
of the firm of Rose & Fox at Charlevoix. When this firm began its 
fur-trading the Captain made the trip from Northport to Bear Creek, now 
Petoskey, and Harbor Springs, every February, following along the 
trail left by Father Marquette and staying with Andrew Porter at the 
Presbyterian Mission school during his trips. 

''It was during these early years that the title Captain was given 
Hiram O. Rose by his warm friend, J. M. Matheaney, father of Mrs. 
Quaintance, and by this title of love and esteem he has always been 
known. Dr. Little was also one of those early friends and when he 
built the first hotel here he and his good wife (Mrs. Kirkland) called it 
the Rose House. Captain Rose and his party spent those first weeks at 
the home of Chief Petoskey, whose constant friend the Captain always 
remained." Captain Rose was the first president of the village and it 
was during his incumbency that the present water works system of 
Petoskey was planned, although the work thereof was carried to com- 
pletion by Colonel Toll later. The Captain erected the first electric- 
lighting plant at Petoskey and in due time he disposed of it to the city. 
He was instrumental in organizing the first lime company, building 
the opera house and the Arlington hotel, in which important concerns 
he retained an interest up to just a few years prior to his demise. He 
also succeeded in getting the first ferry line to ply between Petoskey 
and Harbor Springs and also between this port and Charlevoix. He 
was unusually active in obtaining many important improvements for 
this part of the state and whenever any matter affecting the general 
welfare was at stake the Captain was called upon to push the good 
work along. While Captain Rose lived to reach the venerable age of 
four-score years, he was actiA^e and alert to the last, retaining in much 
of their pristine vigor the splendid mental and physical qualities of 
his youth. His fine health and great strength can be attributed largely 
to his out-of-door life. In polities he accorded a stanch allegiance to 
the principles and policies for which the Democratic party stands 
sponsor and while he never participated actively in politics, other than in 
local affairs, he was ever ready to give of his aid and influence in support 
of all matters projected for the good of the general welfare. He was 
affiliated with a number of representative fraternal and social organ- 
izations of a local nature and in all the avenues of life he so conducted 
himself as to command the unqualified confidence and esteem of all 
with whom he came in contact. He was a man of wide experience and 
broad information, was possessed of a deep human sympathy and great 
kindliness of spirit, and his friends were legion, bound in no sense by 
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party lines or religious creeds. A man of splendid executive ability, 
he succeeded in gaining a high place for himself in the business world 
of Petoskey and the country normally tributary thereto. He himself 
built the ladder by which he rose to affluence and inasmuch as his ad- 
mirable success in life was the outcome of his own well directed en- 
deavors it is the more gratifying to contemplate. 

At Northport, Michigan, in the year 1854, Captain Rose was united 
in marriage to Miss Juliet Burbeck, whose birth occurred in Wisconsin, 
and who is a daughter of James and Abbie (Spencer) Burbeck. This 
union was prolific of two children, — daughters, Libbie, who became the 
wife of E. A. Foster and who now maintains her home in California; 
and Abby, who wedded Oeorge Bathrick, of Iowa. Mrs. Bathrick was 
the constant companion of her parents during their declining years and 
she now remains with her widowed mother at the old Rose home in 
Petoskey. Captain Rose is also survived by a grandson, Ralph Bell, 
and by two nephews, E. L. and Ed Rose. 

When Captain Rose celebrated his eightieth birthday, on Sunday, 
November 27, 1910, he and his wife attended church and after the 
service was over they had a few of their closest friends at their home 
for dinner. On the following Wednesday Hon. and Mrs. Curtis enter- 
tained a number of people at dinner in honor of the Captain. In his 
religious faith Captain Rose was an attendant of the Episcopal church. 
His funeral was conducted under the auspices of the Knights Templar 
of the Masonic order, of which Captain Rose was long a valued and 
appreciative member, and his remains were interred in Greenwood 
Cemetery. Concerning the high place in which Captain Rose was 
held in his home community, the following statements are here incor- 
porated, the same being taken from an article which appeared in a 
local paper just after his demise. 

''S. H. Peck, of the New Arlington, associated with Captain Rose 
for many years without, as he says, the very smallest disagreement, 
is among those who are here to give honor to his dear friend. Captain 
Rose gave the right of way of the railroad between this city and Bay 
View and did all in his power to assist in getting it through and the 
following officials arrived on a special train yesterday morning to show 
their esteem and respect for the departed: W. B. Stimson, assistant 
general manager; C. L. Lockwood, general passenger agent; R. R. 
Matheaney, secretary and auditor; and B. C. Levenworth, general 
freight agent. 

''While the honor shown by those in high places is a matter to stir 
the pride of friends, we believe that the very sincere and heartfelt 
sorrow of rich and poor, old and young, would be the dearest to Cap- 
tain Rose who loved his friends in all stations of life with unusual 
warmth.'' 

WiLLAED Albon Smith. — ^Northern Michigan seems to be fortunate 
in possession of a journalism of superior order and one of the most 
talented and representative members of the Fourth Estate in this sec- 
tion, favored in so many ways, is Willard Albon Smith, editor and 
publisher of the Charlevoix Sentinel, Mr. Smith is a leader in many 
Vol. in— 11 
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ways, — in politics, municipal, fraternity and military affairs and it 
goes without saying that he is one of the most widely known citizens 
in this section of the state to whose development he has contributed 
in no small measure. 

Mr. Smitii was bom in Malone, Franklin county, New York, April 
14, 1851. When about eleven years of age he came to the state of Mich- 
igan, an orphan boy, locating in Calhoun county. When with most boys 
marbles and fishin' are still the vital issues of life, young Willard Al- 
bon had entered upon the career which led very directly to his present 
important place in journalism, for from 1861, when he was ten years of 
age until 1865 he was serving an apprenticeship in the office of the 
Statesman of Marshall, Michigan. This period was identical with the 
troublous time of the Civil war, and the great events of those years were 
pondered upon by the boy to the boom of the printing-press and his soul 
was filled with regret that he was too young to serve. Before he reached 
his twentieth year, equipped with a practical knowledge of both the 
mechanical and editorial side of the work ; possessed of the liberal edu- 
cation which all members of the craft declare an apprenticeship in an 
office to amount to ; and filled with fine enthusiasm and confidence, Mr. 
Smith started a paper of his own, the date of this important departure 
being March, 1869. This paper was the Charlevoix Sentinel and Mr. 
Smith's captaincy of this now well-known daily is of forty-two years' 
duration. But one publisher in all Michigan has been longer in service 
on one paper. The Sentinel met with fair fortunes, as its quality, its 
cleanness, its interest, its fine, enlightened moulding of public opinion 
deserve. It has a large circulation and enjoys a reputation of the high- 
est character. 

Mr. Smith's honors, as before suggested, have by no means been 
limited to the journalistic field. He has be6n twice elected president 
of the town of Charlevoix; he has been county clerk and county treas- 
urer, always giving the highest satisfaction in his performance of the 
public duties. He has been thirty-five years manager of the Western 
Union Telegraph at Charlevoix, and he is deputy collector of customs 
of the port of Charlevoix. As captain on the Brigade Headquarters 
Staff of the Michigan National Guard he has added to the generous 
measure of popularity he enjoys. He is a Mason and exemplifies in 
himself those ideas of moral and social justice and brotherly love for 
which the order stands. He is also entitled to wear the white-plumed 
helmet of the Knights Templar, and was for thirteen years master of the 
local Masonic lodge. In politics he is an uncompromising Republican 
and since his earliest voting days he has given his support and loyalty 
to the Grand Old Party. He was for fourteen years postmaster of 
Charlevoix and as such proved one of the most faithful and able of the 
servants of Uncle Sam. 

Mr. Smith was happily married on the 29th day of December, 1871, 
his chosen lady being Nancy M. Bagley, of Antrim county, Michigan, 
daughter of S. K. and Eurella Bagley. 

DwiGHT G. F. Warner. — For fully a score of years has Hon. Dwight 
G. F. Warner been a resident of Frankfort, Benzie county, Michigan. 
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As an able and versatile attorney and as a prominent and influential 
public official he has ever done much to advance the general welfare 
of the northern section of Michigan. In 1908 he was elected to repre- 
sent Leelanau district in the state legislature and is at the present 
time speaker of the house. 

Mr. Warner was born at Gaineston, Orleans county, New York, on 
the 1st of January, 1861, and is a son of Clavin C. and Melissa O. 
(Wilder) Warner, both of whom were likewise born in the fine old 
Empire state of the Union. Mr. Warner is a direct descendant of 
General Warner of Revolutionary fame. In 1865 the Warner family 
removed from New York to Michigan, locating on a farm on River 
road, in Flint township, Benzie county, on the 1st of November of that 
year. The father was summoned to the life eternal in 1896 but the 
mother is still living. Mr. Warner, of this review, was the third in 
order of birth in a family of six children, all of whom are now living. 
He attended the district schools of Genesee county until he had at- 
tained to the age of fourteen years, at which time he entered the Flush- 
ing high school, in which he was graduated in 1879. While in high 
school he taught school for a few terms and in the summer of 1880 he 
entered the law office of Newton & Howard, at Flint. In the fall of 
1881 he was matriculated in the law department of the University of 
Michigan, at Ann Arbor, in which he was graduated in March, 1883, 
with the degree of Bachelor of Laws. Thereafter he taught school for 
one term at Clayton Center and in the following autumn opened a law 
office at Bad Axe, Michigan, being there identified with the work of 
his profession until the spring of 1884, at which time he became a 
guard in the Michigan state prison, at Jackson, retaining that position 
until July, 1889, when he entered the law office of D. P. Sagendorph, 
of Jackson. In April, 1890, he came to Frankfort, where he has since 
been engaged in the active practice of his profession and where his 
success had been on a parity with his well directed endeavors. 

In politics Mr. Warner accords a stalwart allegiance to the cause of 
the Republican party and in political affairs he has long been a most im- 
portant factor. Soon after he arrived in Frankfort he was elected vil- 
lage attorney and in the spring of 1891 he was chosen village assessor 
and township supervisor. In the following autumn he was elected 
prosecuting attorney of Benzie county, holding that office for eight con- 
secutive years. In 1904 he was again elected prosecuting attorney, 
serving for a term of four years. In 1908 he was given further mark 
of the high esteem of his fellow citizens in that he w^as then elected to 
represent Leelanau and Benzie districts in the Michigan state legisla- 
ture. In the session of 1909-10 he introduced the bill known as the 
Warner-Crampton bill, which dealt with the regulating of the sale of 
intoxicating liquors as a beverage in Michigan. In the fall of 1910 he 
was elected as his own successor to again represent Leelanau and 
Benzie districts in the legislature and in the following session he be- 
came candidate for the speakership of the house. He has been presi- 
dent of the village for some four years and has been a member of the 
school board for several years. Fraternally, Mr. Warner is affiliated 
with the Masonic order and with the Knights of the Maccabees. His 
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wife is a member of the Catholic church and they are known as most 
liberal contributors to all charitable and benevolent associations. 

In 1881 was recorded the marriage of Mr. Warner to Miss Metta A. 
Phillips, of Flint. One child was born to this union, Eugene F., born 
on the 6th of July, 1883, and he survives his mother, who died about 
the time of his birth. Eugene F. was graduated in the mechanical en- 
gineering department of the University of Michigan and is employed 
at the present time, in 1911, by the Western & Mott Company, at 
Flint. On the 1st of January, 1886, Mr. Warner was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Mary A. Delehanty, of Jackson, Michigan. Mr. and Mrs. 
Warner had five children, namely, — ^Vie 0., Ina M., Earl D., Dwight 
P. and Mary M., all of whom remain at the parental home. Yie 0. was 
graduated in the Frankfort high school, after which she pursued a 
course of study in the Michigan State Normal School. Since 1908 she 
has been a popular and successful teacher in the public schools of 
Frankfort. Ina M. was graduated in the local high school and after 
completing a course in the Milwaukee-Downer college for girls, at Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, she obtained a position as a teacher in the schools 
of South Frankfort. Earl D. was graduated in the Frankfort high 
school as a member of the class of 1910 and he is now a student in the 
literary department of the University of Michigan. Dwight P. and 
Mary M. are both students in the local high school. 

Robert H. Peterson. — Though newspaper men do not like the word 
journalist as applied to active workers in the ranks, we are inclined to 
think the word has the right meaning and dignity if it is conceived to 
embrace the definition of a man who thoroughly knows the business of 
making newspapers and who has, also, the higher purpose of making 
the calling his serious life work. In such a sense Robert H. Peterson, 
editor and publisher of the Gopemish Progress, is a representative Michi- 
gan journalist, ambitious to achieve success in the higher lines of his 
profession. Mr. Peterson is one of the well known and popular news- 
paper men of the younger generation and he is rapidly gaining distinc- 
tion as a citizen whose loyalty and public spirit are of the most insistent 
order. 

Robert H. Peterson was born at Croton, Michigan, on the 11th of 
October, 1877, and is a son of Francis and Edith (Berry) Peterson, 
the former of whom was bom in Canada, whence he came to the Wol- 
verine state, in 1866. Mrs. Peterson was bom in Newaygo county, 
Michigan. Mr. Francis Peterson engaged in farming and the lumber 
business, owning a farm of eighty acres in Newaygo county and hold- 
ing various important township offices. Mr. and Mrs. Peterson be- 
came the parents of eleven children of whom Robert H., of this sketch, 
was the first in order of birth. He remained at home until he was 
ten years, working on the farm and attending the district schools dur- 
ing the winter months. In 1889 the family removed to Howard City, 
where Robert entered the high school, in which he was a student for 
two years. Thereafter he went to Lake Ann, this state, where he en- 
tered the employ of the Lake Ann Wave. In 1891 the family home 
was established at Lake Ann, where the father found employment in 
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the mills. Robert continued to attend school and to work in the mills 
until his graduation in the local high school as a member of the class 
of 1896. In 1897 the family removed to Copemish, Mtoistee county, 
and here Robert H. worked in the mill and in a store until March 5, 
1904, at which time he purchased the paper known as the Copemish 
Progress. The equipment of this paper then consisted of a small hand 
press and a small quantity of second-hand type. In the fall of 1904 
he purchased a paper cutter and in January, 1905, he bought a nine 
by thirteen press, with which he continued operations until the spriag 
of 1907, when he installed an engine and a four-page, six-column Prouty 
press. In February, 1910, he installed a ten by fifteen jobber. The 
circulation when Mr. Peterson procured the paper was about two hun- 
dred and fifty, and during the short time he has had possession of it 
he has increased the circulation to about four hundred. 

On the 21st of May, 1902, Mr. Peterson was united in marriage to 
Miss Grace M. Hazard, of this city. She was born at Gaylord, Michi- 
gan, and is a daughter of Orson Hazard and Olive (Marlow) Hazard,, 
the former of whom was a native of New York and the latter of whom 
was born and reared in Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Hazard were married in 
Michigan, where the father was long engaged in the mill and lumber 
business. Mr. and Mrs. Peterson have one child, Laverne H., who was 
born on the 13th of August, 1905. 

In politics Mr. Peterson is a stanch adherent of the principles and 
policies of the Republican party and he gives freely of his aid and 
influence in support of all measures advanced for the general welfare 
of the community. He and his wife are popular factors in connection 
with the best social activities in the city. In a social way Mr. Peterson 
is affiliated with the Knights of the Modern Maccabees, the Modern 
Woodmen of America, the Modern Romans, and Knights of Pythias, 
while his wife holds membership in the Ladies of the Modern Macca- 
bees and the Royal Neighbors. 

Thomas A. Martin. — A scion of old Scotch families, and but one 
generation removed from nativity in the land of Scott and Burns, 
Thomas A. Martin of Cheboygan, inherited in a forceful measure all 
the traits of character, in the way of industry, thrift and resourceful- 
ness, which have made the people of that country adaptable to all 
localities and circumstances, and successful and productive in all walks 
of life. In his career of useful labor and progressive business he has 
shown that he is a true Scotchman in knowing how to make the most of 
his opportunities, and in his loyal devotion to the institutions and in- 
terests of this country he has exhibited a high order of commendable 
American citizenship. 

But, although of Scotch ancestry and parentage, Mr. Martin is 
himself a Canadian by birth and rearing. His life began in Strath- 
ford, Ontario, on July 18, 1857, and he lived in that province until he 
was more than thirty years of age. His parents, Alexander and Jane 
(Armstrong) Martin, were bom, reared and married in Scotland. The 
father was a native of Wigtownshire and the mother of Dumfries in 
that country. They were married at Gretna Green, on the Scottish side 



112b HISTORY OF NORTHERN MICHIGAN 

of the boundary line between Scotland and England, where Hymen has 
maintained an altar for Cupid's victims for many generations, and 
kept its lights always burning. 

Seven of their eleven children are living. The first two of the 
eleven were bom in Scotland, and Thomas was the first of the others 
bom in the New World. The father was a stone cutter and brought his 
family to Hamilton, Ontario, in the early '50s. There he found plenty 
of work and an active demand for his craftsmanship. He was one of 
the contractors on the work of building the Grand Trunk Railroad, his 
share of the construction work being the building of abutments for the 
bridges between Hamilton and Sarnia. He also built the London and 
St. Mary's bridge for this railroad in 1863, and afterward built the 
viaduct in St. Clair, and in 1869 was first foreman in charge of the 
stone work on the international bridge over the Niagara river at the 
falls. This public spirited man took an earnest interest and an active 
part in everything that ministered to the welfare of the people where- 
ever he lived. He was a member of the first hand brigade of the Hamil- 
ton fire department, and foremost in many other departments of the 
public service in that city, especially those that required nerve and 
skill. He died at the age of fifty-eight and his widow when she was 
sixty-one, their last days being passed on their farm near St. Mary's, 
Ontario. 

Their son Thomas secured a limited education in schools in Perth 
county, Ontario, and earned his first wages at cutting cord wood at 
fifty cents a cord. Then, after clerking in a hardware store in St. 
Mary's for a time, he learned the stone cutter's trade, and afterward 
worked at it for four years. In 1889 he went to Northwestern Ontario, 
where he passed six months in various occupations and found the out- 
look for speedy advancement almost hopeless at the time. Returning 
to St. Mary's, he engaged in contracting and building for awhile, then 
moved to Saginaw, Michigan, where he followed the same line of work. 
He also did considerable building under contract in Bay City, alter- 
nating between the two busy places in his engagements. 

Mr. Martin became a resident of Cheboygan in 1895, and soon after- 
ward united with George Annand in organizing the Cheboygan Manu- 
facturing Company. Mr. Annand 's record is given in a sketch of his 
life elsewhere in this volume. The industry founded by him and Mr. 
Martin has flourished and grown to large consequence and extensive 
operations. It is one of the firmly established and highly appreciated 
productive enterprises in the city, turning out large quantities of ex- 
cellent products, and giving employment to a large number of workmen. 

Mr. Martin votes with the Republican party in national campaigns, 
but with reference to local affairs he considers only the welfare of his 
city and county. He has never sought nor desired a political office, 
preferring to leave the cares and responsibilities of official life to those 
who desire to assume them. But he has been diligent and true in per- 
forming the duties of citizenship and contributing his share of the 
force required to express the spirit of progress and improvement which 
characterizes the city and county of his home in mental, in moral and 
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in social affairs, as well as in material development and productive 
power. 

He is a member of the Masonic order of the Royal Arch degree in 
the York and the thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite, belonging 
to Bay City Lodge, Cheboygan Royal Arch Chapter and Bay City 
Consistory in the fraternity. On August 16, 1888, he was joined in 
marriage with Miss Maggie Sutherland, who was bom in Perth county, 
Ontario, and is a daughter of William and Maggie Jane (Hisslop) 
Sutherland. The father was bom in the Highlands of Scotland and 
emigrated to Ontario in his young manhood. During the more active 
years of his life he served as a sergeant in the Ninety-third Highland 
Militia in his new home, and was an ornament to the regiment. He 
passed his last days on his Perth county, Ontario, farm. Mrs. Martin 
is the fifth of his seven children. She and her husband have been the 
parents of four: Alexander P., who lost his life by accident in August, 
1909, when he was twenty-seven years of age ; Jennie, the wife of Blake 
B. Fralick, bookkeeper for the Cheboygan Manufacturing Company; 
William G., who is attending college at Big Rapids, Michigan, and 
Hazel, a student in the high school in Cheboygan. 

Michael Horen. — ^An active, enterprising and well-known citizen of 
Empire, Michigan, Michael Horen has been prominently connected with 
various enterprises in the village, town and county, and is now serving 
as sheriff of Leelanau county, and as deputy postmaster at. Empire. A 
son of Thomas Horen, he was born November 8, 1856, at Remsen, 
Oneida county. New York, of Irish ancestry. 

Born and reared in Ireland, Thomas Horen came with his parents 
to America as a lad of sixteen years, and first lived on a farm in Oneida 
county. His father afterwards engaged in mercantile business at Flor- 
ence, New York, from there moving with his family to Saginaw county, 
Michigan, in 1861. In 1863 Thomas Horen enlisted in the Twenty-ninth 
Michigan Volunteer Infantry for a term of three years, or until the 
close of the Civil war. Receiving his honorable discharge from the army 
at the close of the conflict, he returned to Saginaw county. Subsequently 
going with his family to Traverse county, he took up a homestead claim 
of one hundred and sixty acres of wild land. Clearing off the lumber, 
he had no further use for the land, and moved to Ogemaw county, where 
he was engaged in lumbering until his death. He married Clarissa Val- 
ley, the daughter of a pioneer lumberman of Michigan, coming here from 
New York state, where he had been similarly employed. 

During the days of his boyhood and youth Michael Horen attended 
the winter terms of the district schools, assisting his father on the farm 
during the summer seasons. Under the tuition of his Grandfather Val- 
ley he became familiar with lumbering in all its forms, and at the age of 
sixteen years thought himself capable of driving a team in the woods, 
and was thus employed a few years, afterwards changing his occupation 
to that of a driver of logs upon the rivers. Entering the employ of 
Hannah, Lay & Co., in the spring of 1875, Mr. Horen served first as 
foreman for their yards, and later as superintendent of the firm's lum- 
ber camps. In 1895 he purchased forty acres of wild land, and spent 
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three years in clearing and cultivating his estate. His wife dying on the 
farm, he came to Farman then to Otter Creek, where he was foreman 
for T. C. Wright as long as Mr. Wright continued there in business. 
For eight years thereafter, Mr. Horen was foreman of the Empire lum- 
ber company. He has also been associated with other industries, in 1899 
having opened a livery stable in Empire, which he still conducts. In 
1901 he, with Mr. Ackerman, bought out the furniture and undertaking 
business of George Esch and continued in that business until 1906, 
when he sold out his interest to his partner. 

When the village of Empire was incorporated, Mr. Horen was elected 
marshal, held that office, and also that of deputy sheriff, until elected 
sheriff of Leelanau county, in 1908, an office to which he was re-elected in 
1910. The office of deputy postmaster to which he was appointed he still 
retains. He is a stanch Republican in politics, and a member of the 
Ancient Free and Accepted Order of Masons ; of the Independent Or- 
der of Odd Fellows ; and of the Knights of the Maccabees. 

Mr. Horen married in 1888, Emma Fillmore, who was born in Hills- 
dale county, Michigan, and came to the northern part of the state with 
her parents, who located in Grand Traverse county, there taking up a 
homestead claim. Mrs. Horen died in August, 1889, leaving three chil- 
dren namely : Frank, of Traverse City ; Julius, of Empire, is in the em- 
ploy of the T. Wilce Company; and Clarisic, wife of Hugh Cook, of 
Boyne City, Michigan. 

Benzie County Patriot. — As editors and publishers of the Benzie 
County Patriot at Frankfort, Benzie county, Michigan, Carl L. Watson 
and Claude Lurvey are two of the foremost business men of this sec- 
tion of the state, to whose prosperity they have been most generous 
contributors in connection with their paper. The Benzie County Pa- 
triot was first established on the 1st of January, 1896, by Fred Yoiland, 
who continued to edit it with eminent success until the 28th of June, 
1907, at which time its present proprietors purchased it. 

Carl L. Watson was born at Battle Creek, Michigan, on the 12th of 
January, 1875, and is a son of Ephraim and Julia (Palmer) Watson, 
both of whom were born and reared in the state of New York, whence 
they removed to the state of Michigan about the year 1870. The father 
served as a gallant soldier in the Civil war and he was a railroad en- 
gineer by profession, being identified with that line of business during 
the major portion of his active business career. The mother died at 
the age of thirty-seven years, at Battle Creek, Michigan. The father is 
still living, in 1911. Mr. and Mrs. Watson became the parents of two 
children and of the number Carl L. was the oldest in order of birth. 
To the public schools of Battle Creek Carl L, Watson is indebted for 
his preliminary educational training. At the age of fourteen years he 
went to work as errand boy in the office of the Review and Herald 
at Battle Creek. Later he entered upon an apprenticeship at the 
printer's trade in the same office, where he was employed in all for a 
period of ten years. In 1890 he entered the employ of the Ellis Pub- 
lishing Company, as printer, and two years later he was a journeyman 
in the office of the Journal at Battle Creek, for one year, at the ex- 
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piration ol which he removed to Bloomington, Illinois, where he was 
engaged by the Pantograph Printing Company for the ensuing six 
months. In December, 1900, he returned to Michigan and purchased 
the Bellaire Sentinel, at Bellaire, continuing to conduct that paper for 
a period of four years, when he moved the plant to Alba, Michigan, 
changing the name of the publication to the Antrim County Sentinel. 
In June, 1907, he became a joint owner of the Benzie County Patriot, 
as previously noted. He is a man of admirable qualities and marked 
business capacity and as a newspaper man he is building up a fine 
future for himself. 

On the 27th of October, 1896, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. 
Watson to Miss Ruby M. Lurvey, of Battle Creek. She was born in 
that city on the 2d of November, 1877, and is a daughter of Harvey 
and Mary L. (Reed) Lurvey, prominent and influential citizens at 
Battle Creek, where the father is a successful and popular business 
man. One child has been born to this union, Gwynne, born on the 4th 
of March, 1903. Mr. Watson is affiliated with the Masonic order, the 
Knights of the Maccabees, the Grange and the Eagles, of which latter 
organization he is secretary. In politics he accords a stanch allegiance 
to the cause of the Republican party. 

At Hastings, Michigan, on the 7th of October, 1883, occurred the 
birth of Claude B. Lurvey, who is a son of Harvey and Mary L. (Reed) 
Lurvey, of Battle Creek, and a sister of the wife of Mr. Watson, men- 
tioned above. Mr. Lurvey was reared and educated in the public 
schools at Battle Creek and he pursued a commercial course in Krugs 
Business College, at Battle Creek, and finished the course in 1899. In 
January, 3901, he went to Bellaire, Michigan, where he entered into 
a partnership alliance with his brother-in-law, Carl L. Watson, as joint 
editor of the Belladre Sentinel. He and Mr. Watson have been asso- 
ciated in business to the present time and his business career is prac- 
tically that of Mr. Watson's and as details have been given above in 
that connection further data are not deemed necessary at this point. 

On the 8th of December, 1905, Mr. Lurvey was united in marriage to 
l\Iiss Irma P. Ward, of Roscommon, Michigan. She was born on the 
9th 01 December, 1883, and is a daughter of Robert W. and Mary Eliza- 
beth (Leline) Ward. Robert W. Ward was a native of Bay county, 
and in 1875 he went to Roscommon where he purchased the Roscommon 
Pioneer, changing the name of that paper to the Roscommo7i News, 
under which name it is still being published. He was summoned to the 
life eternal on the 27th of October, 1910, and at the time of his death 
was deeply mourned by a wide circle of friends and acquaintances. 
Mrs. Lurvey 's grandmother was a dressmaker for Queen Victoria, of 
England, during her girlhood, having charge of and making dresses 
for the children of the royal family. When she was married her wed- 
ding gown was presented to her by the late queen and that dress wa^ 
preserved and again worn by her at her golden wedding, which she 
celebrated in 1881. She also has in her possession a beautiful and 
unique lace shawl which she received from one of the officials of India. 
She is still living and in 1911 has attained to the patriarchal age of 
ninety-five years. 
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Mr. Lurvey is a Republican in his political proclivities and while 
he and Mr. Watson were at Alba, Michigan, he held the office of as- 
sistant postmaster for three years. For two years, from 1907 to 1909, 
Mr. Lurvey had charge of the Roscommon News and while a resident at 
Roscommon he held the office of village clerk for one year. He is con- 
nected with various fraternal and social organizations of representative 
character and he and his wife are prominent in the best social activities 
of Frankfort. 

Christopher F. Hankey. — It is generally acknowledged that one 
of the most desirable elements which enter into the composition of 
American citizenship is the German, our nation having everything to 
gain and nothing to lose from the assimilation of this brainy, honest 
and generally admirable stock, which has given to the world so many 
of its greatest geniuses. To the Fatherland is Petoskey indebted for 
one of the most enterprising, estimable and honored citizens who re- 
side within its borders — Christopher F. Hankey, president of the Han- 
key Milling Company, incorporated for $85,000, and vice-president of 
the First National Bank. In addition to his other distinctions, Mr. 
Hankey is a veteran of the Civil war, his career as a soldier having 
been unusually gallant, for he participated in many noted engage- 
ments and was almost continually on the firing line. 

Christopher F. Hankey was born in Wilhelmsdorf, Germany, April 
15, 1837, and is the son of John M. and Wilhelmina F. (Gumpper) 
Hankey, both of whom were natives of Germany, The father was a 
machinist by trade and in 1848 he concluded to come with his little 
family to America of whose richer opportunities and resources he hoped 
much. He had bought passage on a sailing ship and the family was 
gathered at Bremen ready to sail when the father fell ill and the mother 
and children found it necessary to come on alone, as the money paid for 
passage over could illy be sacrificed. The voyage was made on a three- 
masted schooner. The family at that time included six children. They 
landed in New York city and came west to Ann Arbor, Michigan, land- 
ing at a little shed of a depot, desolate and poor. The subject was only 
eleven years of age at the time, but the great question of a livelihood fell 
in part upon his young shoulders. The father arrived the following 
year. Neither father or mother lived to old age, the father dying at the 
age of fifty-six years and the mother at forty-five. 

While he was still a young man, Christopher F. removed to Grajss 
Lake, Michigan, and while in that village he made an attempt to enlist 
in the volunteer army, but no more men were needed. Later he drifted 
to Cairo, Illinois, and the Civil war having become a dread reality, he 
enlisted on September 2, 1861, in the Tenth Regiment of Illinois Vol- 
unteer Infantry, and remained a part of the same throughout the re- 
mainder of the conflict. As mentioned in a preceding paragraph he was 
almost continually on the firing line and participated in all the skir- 
mishes and battles with Sherman on the march to the sea. He was at 
Island No. 10, Chickamaugua, Missionary Ridge, took part in the At- 
lanta campaign, was at Benton ville and was in the Grand Review at 
AVashington, D. C, May 24, 1865. He had previously reenlisted Janu- 
ary 1, 1864, as a veteran, being orderly sergeant at the time of reenlist- 
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ment and being mustered out a lieutenant. He was discharged in Chicago, 
July 4, 1865. 

After the return of peace, Mr. Hankey went to Danville, Illinois, 
and engaged in the contracting and building business and steadily ad- 
vanced up the ladder of life. Desiring to become more a master of the 
business he went to Indianapolis and studied architecture from A. Ines, 
a prominent architect, that being in the year 1867. For fifteen years, 
until 1880, he continued in this business in Danville, achieving much 
financial success and becoming generally known as a public spirited and 
influential citizen. In 1880 he made a change of residence and removed 
to Petoskey, and there engaged in the flour milling business, in which 
he has continued to the present time. He is also associated with his 
son-in-law, Thomas Foreman, in important hardwood flooring and saw 
mill interests in Detroit, and he is vice-president of the Thomas Fore- 
man Company, also of that well known monetary institution, the First 
National Bank. He has shown marked discrimination in his share of 
the management of the affairs of the bank which has entered upon a 
career of growth and prosperity. 

Mr. Hankey has never severed his association with the comrades of 
other days and he takes great pleasure in his connection with the Grand 
Army of the Republic, his membership being with Lombard Post, No. 
170. He was made a member of the Danville lodge, Free and Accepted 
Masons at Danville, Illinois, in the year 1867, but was subsequently di- 
mitted and is now a member of Durand Lodge, No. 344, at Petoskey, 
Michigan. In his political allegiance Mr. Hankey is Republican, he 
having given heart and hand to that party and its men and measures 
since his earliest voting days. 

On February 3, 1864, Mr. Hankey was united in marriage to Vina 
E. Remington, who was bom in the state of New York, near Niagara 
Falls. To this union were born five children, namely: Minnie E., wife 
of Thomas Foreman, of Detroit, Michigan; Nellie; Louis C, vice-presi- 
dent of the Hankey Milling Company ; Margaret, wife of Chalmers Cur- 
tis; and Guy R., secretary and treasurer of the Hankey Milling Com- 
pany. The family is one of the best known in the city and each and 
every member is regarded as a valuable member of society 

Irving Quackenbush, manager of the West Branch Flour Manu- 
facturing Company, West Branch, Michigan, has been a resident of 
this place since 1888 and ranks with its representative citizens. He is 
a native of Michigan. He was born in Washtenaw county, on his father's 
farm, in 1850, and was there reared and educated, his educational ad- 
vantages being limited to the local schools. His father, Levi Quacken- 
bush, was a native of New York state, who came to Michigan in the early 
history of the state and settled in Washtenaw county. His first land 
purchase there was eighty acres, seven miles north of Ypsilanti, to 
which he added by subsequent purchase and at the time of his death 
was the owner of a large tract. Levi Quackenbush married Mary Pack- 
ard, also a native of the Empire state. She was brought to Michigan 
an infant in arms and was reared in a pioneer settlement. Of the six 
children born to Levi and Mary Quackenbush, the subject of this sketch 
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is the eldest and one of the five now living, the others in order of birth 
being John, Alice, Edward and Ada M. 

Irving Qnackenbush was engaged in farming for a number of 
years after reaching manhood, and still owns farm property, having at 
this writing one hundred and forty acres of cleared land near West 
Branch. Also he owns a tract of wild land containing about two hun- 
dred acres. He came to Ogemaw county in 1879, and since 1888, as 
already stated, has been a resident of West Branch. The flouring mill 
of which he has been manager for more than twenty years was built in 
1885 by Mr. William Hisey, who operated it five years. It was sold to 
a company in 1890. In 1898 the company was reorganized and took 
its present name, the West Branch Flour Manufacturing Company, and 
has since conducted a prosperous business, having a capacity for turn- 
ing out seventy barrels a day. 

During his residence in Ogemaw county Mr. Quackenbush has ren- 
dered valued public service. He was president of West Branch when 
it was a village. He served as treasurer of the village and also of the 
township, and for fifteen years he was commissioner of the poor. He 
has been twice married. By his first wife, who was Miss Jane Angel 
and whom he wedded in 1872, he had two children, Levi C. and Kitty 
A. In 1906 he married Miss Violet Trask, his present companion. 
Religiously he has long been actively identified with the Methodist 
Episcopal church and Sunday-school, having served twenty-two years 
as Sunday-school superintendent, eleven years consecutively. 

Professor T. F. West, superintendent of schools at West Branch, 
Michigan, has been identified with this position since 1907, and during 
his four years' service here has proved his efficiency as an educator. 

A native of Michigan, born in 1883, in Mount Pleasant, Isabella 
county, T. F. West received his early education in the common schools 
of Mount Pleasant, and pursued a course in the Mount Pleasant Nor- 
mal School, of which he is a graduate. Subsequently he attended school 
at Ypsilanti, and in 1906 he began his career in the educational field, 
as teacher in the schools at Mackinaw, Michigan, from which place he 
came to his present work. When Professor West took charge of the 
schools at West Branch the high school enrollment here was forty-eight. 
To-day it is one hundred and forty-three, and the total school enroll- 
ment is seven hundred. An efficient corps of teachers are employed, 
four of whom are assigned to the high school work, and in its various 
departments the school system of West Branch is in a flourishing condi- 
tion. Both by nature and education, Professor West is fitted to fill the 
important position he occupies, and the success he has already attained 
warrants the prediction of continued success here or in a larger field. 
Mr. West owns four-fifths interest in the clothing and mens ' furnishing 
business of West & Alt, an enterprise initiated in 1910, and doing a 
business of sixteen to twenty thousand dollars annually. 

Mr. West is a son of William and Mary (Hennessey) West, formerly 
of Ontario, Canada, but for many years residents of Mount Pleasant, 
Michigan. He married, in 1906, Miss Hazel Linn, and they are the par- 
ents of two children: Thomas W. and Gertrude B. 
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The only fraternal organization with which Mr. West is identified 
is the Modern Woodmen of America. 

Dr. Schuyler Busch. — There is perhaps no calling in life the success 
of which depends so much upon a man's own abilities and efforts as in 
the case of a physician. In the first place only men with the right per- 
sonality and temperament should ever attempt to become doctors. If a 
man has fully decided that he has the personality requisite the next 
thing for him to do is to endeavor to know something about every branch 
of medicine and everything about some one branch. Dr. Busch, al- 
though he did not decide to make the practice of medicine his life work 
when he first left school, has made up for the time by more strenuous 
efforts and is probably all the better for the experience he gained during 
his pedagogical work. He gained then an insight into human character 
that it would be hard for him to have acquired in any other way. 

Dr. Busch first saw the light of day on a large plantation near Rich- 
mond, Virginia. His first recollections center around the old mammy 
who crooned lullabies to him, the servants' quarters where he heard tales 
of mystery and horror, such as the colored people delight in. He at- 
tended the district school as soon as he was old enough. Later his 
family moved on to a plantation in West Virginia, and he attended 
the district school near the plantation. When he was sixteen years 
old he entered the Valparaiso University, in Indiana, from which 
he graduated and obtained the degree of Bachelor of Science. Up to this 
time he had not seriously thought of the career he intended to make, but 
he had taken the scientific course, as his tastes and abilities were all in 
that line. After his graduation from the University he went to the Pa- 
cific coast and taught school for a while, during which time he decided 
that he wanted to become a physician. He returned east and entered 
the University of Michigan, in the medicaL department. The years 1898 
to 1902 were spent in hard study at Ann Arbor and in 1902 he was 
graduated and received the degree of Doctor of Medicine. After his 
graduation he took a special course in microscopic work under the noted 
Dr. Cabot at the Massachusetts General Hospital. He also took a post 
graduate course in New York, where he remained until 1903. The fol- 
lowing year he traveled and learned everything that he could glean in 
regard to medical work in general and microscopic work in particular. 
In 1904 he came to Jennings, Michigan, and started to practice. Since 
that time he has built up a very large practice. He has one of the finest 
offices in the whole state. It was built especially for his use and accord- 
ing to his own ideas. The office consists of a reception parlor, fitted up 
with easy chairs and a lounging sofa. In the consultation room is every 
convenience that can be thought of. The operating room is supplied 
with all the latest improvements for examination and treatment. His 
dispensary is very fully supplied and is indeed better equipped than 
many a city drug store. 

Dr. Busch is a member of the Masonic Order and of the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks, also of the Sons of Veterans. He is the 
health officer in Jennings, and is a member of the school board. His own 
experience in teaching makes him a very valuable member and his wide 
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and varied reading and thorough education on general subjects insures 
his interest in everything that pertains to the training of the young. He 
is a member of the Tri- County Medical Association and of the American 
Medical Association. Since Dr. Busch's arrival in Jennings he has 
made himself almost indispensable both in the town and county. His 
sphere of usefulness is bounded only by his opportunities and he does 
not wait for opportunity to knock, but goes out to meet it. He is a man 
of culture and refinement, a public benefactor, with years of usefulness 
still before him. 

Peter Johnson, who is well known because of his effective, earnest 
labors in behalf of public improvement and progress and who has been 
incumbent of the office of postmaster of Thompsonville, Benzie county, 
Michigan, since June 1, 1907, was bom in Sweden on the 6th of Febru- 
ary, 1856, and is a son of Bengt and Mary Johnson, the former of 
whom came to America in 1869 and the latter of whom was summoned 
to the life eternal in the old country. Peter was a lad of thirteen years 
of age at the time of his emigration with his father to this country. 
Father and son located at Muskegon, Michigan, where the former se- 
cured work and where they remained until 1873, in which year they 
went to Montague, where they resided for two years, at the expiration 
of which time they removed to Oceana county, where the father en- 
gaged in farming in the vicinity of New Era. Peter was associated with 
his father in agricultural pursuits and they kept bachelor hall until 
Peter's marriage, in 1878. The father died in Thompsonville in July, 
1905. 

Peter Johnson secured his preliminary educational training in the 
public schools of his native land and after his arrival in America he 
supplemented his early discipline with such study as he had time. In 
1899 he came to Thompsonville, where he engaged in the feed, hay and 
grain business for three years. In connection with that line of enter- 
prise he built a warehouse and handled potatoes and apples. In 1901 
he purchased eighty acres of wild stump land, which he cleared and 
improved and on which he makes his home at the present time, in 
1911. He disposed of the feed business in 1902. In 1907 he was ap- 
pointed postmaster at Thompsonville by President Roosevelt, and he 
assumed the responsibilities of this office on the 1st of June, 1907. In 
the following year he built a house in town, but in the spring of 1910 
he sold the same and moved back to the farm. In politics Mr. Johnson 
accords a stalwart allegiance to the cause of the Republican party and 
he is ever alert and enthusiastically in sympathy with all measures and 
enterprises advanced for the general welfare of the community. Fra- 
ternally he is affiliated with the time-honored Masonic order and the 
Grange. He and his wife hold membership in the Methodist Episcopal 
church and they are held in high regard by their fellow citizens. 

In the year 1878 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Johnson to 
Miss Jane Zeek, who was bom in New Jersey, whence she came to 
Whitehall, Michigan, with her brother in 1870. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson 
became the parents of five children, concerning whom the following 
brief data are here incorporated, — Gertrude and Grace are twins and the 
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former married Norman VanNess, of Newbury, in which place Mr. 
VanNess has charge of the chemical department of the Iron Works. 
Grace married Mika Reed, who is a mason by trade, and they reside in 
Thompson ville. Grace was a successful and popular teacher in the 
public schools of this place prior to her marriage and she is now a clerk 
in the postoffice. Edward Marcius entered the Michigan Agricultural 
School, at Lansing, in 1903, and after graduating from a three years' 
course he assumed the position of pattern maker at the Lansing Wheel 
Barrow Works, where he is head of the pattern room. Mary taught 
school in Thompsonville previously to her marriage to Henry Chadwick, 
of Muskegon. Mr. Chadwick is a traveling man and they now main- 
tain their home in this city, where Mrs. Chadwick is assistant post- 
mistress. Oscar remains at the parental home. The Johnson family is 
one O'f prominence and distinctive popularity in Thompsonville and 
the various members are active factors in the best social activities in the 
community. 

Walter Louis Chapelle. — The editor of a good, newsy paper is an 
exceedingly busy man. He must be energetic and constantly on the 
alert for all manner of news and he must exercise the greatest speed 
and good judgment in the presentation of his editorials and advertise- 
ments. The Alcona County Review, which is weekly published by Walter 
L. Chapelle, is decidedly a popular paper in Harrisville and through- 
out Alcona county. Mr. Chapelle is a man of brilliant attainments and 
unusual executive ability and as a citizen he is widely known for his 
stanch advocacy of all measures advanced for the good of community 
and county. 

Mr. Chapelle is a native son of Harrisville where his birth occurred 
on the 23rd of May, 1871, and he is a son of Edward and Elizabeth 
(Beever) LaChapelle, the former of whom was born in Canada and the 
latter in England. The father came to Michigan in the year 1854 and 
the mother emigrated to America in 1855, settling in this state in the 
same year. Edward Chapelle (the ''la^' was dropped by the family after 
coming to America) was a son of Francis and Margaret (O'Neil) La- 
Chapelle, the former a native of Prance and the latter a native of 
Ireland. Francis, after his arrival in America, resided for a time in 
Canada, whence removal was made to the city of Cleveland, Ohio, and 
later to Haynes township, Alcona county, at that time a part of Alpena 
county. He pre-empted eighty acres of land and purchased enough 
more to make a farm of three hundred and sixty acres. He was one 
of the first settlers to come to this section of Michigan and in addition 
to his agricultural pursuits he followed his trade of coope^, making a 
large number of barrels for the purpose of packing and shipping fish. 
His family consisted of seven sons, one of whom died prior to the es- 
tablishment of the family home in the Wolverine state. The sons were : 
Edward, Francis, George W., to whom a sketch is dedicated on other 
pages of this work ; Alfred ; Peter J. ; Louis ; and Joseph. Francis La 
Chapelle was summoned to eternal rest in 1870 and his wife passed to 
her reward in 1884. To Edward and Elizabeth (Beever) LaChapelle 
were bom three sons, — Walter L. of this review; Edward W., who is 
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engaged in the hardware and implement business at Harrisville; and 
Frederick who is living in Detroit. The father was a civil engineer 
by profession and was a man of influence and prominence in the region 
of Alpena. He died in January, 1909, and his wife lives at Harris- 
ville, Michigan. 

Walter L. Chapelle received his preliminary education in his native 
town and his youth was not dissimilar to that of other boys in a pioneer 
country. After leaving school, he was variously employed until he finally 
became interested in the newspaper business. In 1889 he entered upon 
an apprenticeship at the printer's trade, securing employment in the 
printing office of his predecessor, the former editor of the Alcona County 
Review y Mr. George E. Gillam, in whose service he continued for the 
ensuing eight years. For one year he was employed on the Alpena 
Pioneer, In 1898 he purchased the Alcona County Btview from Mr. 
Gillam and since that year he has been eminently successful in the 
editing and publishing of this popular and widely read paper. In 
politics he endorses the cause of the Republican party and he has been 
favored by his fellow citizens by election to the offices of village 
trustee, village treasurer and county register of deeds, of the latter of 
which he continued incumbent for a period of eight years. In a fra- 
ternal way he is connected with Alcona Lodge, No. 292, Free & Ac- 
cepted Masons and in the Scottish Rite branch he is a thirty-second 
degree Mason. He is also a valued member of the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows. He is unmarried. 

The Alcona County Review was established by James K. Fairchild, 
in 1877, at which time it was a small sheet ten by fourteen inches, which 
was printed on a job press. George Axtell succeeded Mr. Fairchild and 
he discontinued publication at the end of one year, when G. E. Gillam 
became proprietor and editor, continuing as such for the ensuing twelve 
years, at the expiration of which, in 1898, Mr. Chapelle purchased the 
Review, Under Mr. Chapelle 's able management, the paper grew in 
size, interest and circulation. It is now a seven column paper of eight 
pages and its subscribers number one thousand. It is a paper of lively 
interest to wideawake readers and is an influence for good and for 
progress throughout the county. 

George Bennett, prosecuting attorney of Ogemaw county, Mich- 
igan, is one of the self made men of this county. While all men are in a 
measure selfmade, some have greatly superior advantages over others. 
Mr. Bennett has had to work his way with only meager advantages. He 
was born in London, England, in 1860, a son of Nathaniel and Mary 
(Wright) Bennett, both natives of England, now deceased. By trade 
the father was a shoe maker. In the family there is six children, Sam- 
uel, Amelia, John, Benjamin, George and Thomas, and when George was 
seven years of age, in 1867, they emigrated to America and came direct 
to Michigan, where they settled in Ionia county. 

There George received a common-school education and learned the bar- 
ber 's trade, which he followed for a number of years at Muir. And 
during his residence at Muir he became popular not only as a barber 
but also as a citizen, to the extent that he was elected to local office. 
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Four years he served as clerk of the village of Muir, and one term as 
township treasurer. The latter service was followed by his election to 
the office of justice of the peace, which he filled for eleven years. All 
this time he kept up his work in the barber shop. His official duties 
made it necessary for him to become conversant with the law to a cer- 
tain extent, and he spent all his leisure time studying Blaekstone and 
other law books, which he either bought 'or borrowed. Finally, in 1899, 
he successfully passed a rigid examination and was admitted to the bar. 
After his admission to the bar he was elected and served as circuit court 
commissioner of Ionia county. In 1903 he removed to West Branch, 
Ogemaw county, where he soon had additional honors thrust upon him. 
Here also he was elected to the office of circuit court commissioner, which 
he filled two years. After West Branch was raised from the rank of 
village to that of city he was given the distinction of being its first 
city attorney, and in 1910 he was elected to his present office, that of 
prosecuting attorney of Ogemaw county. 

By careful management Mr. Bennett has been able to accumulate 
some property, and is a partner of his brother Benjamin in the owner- 
ship of a section of land in a growing portion of the state in which he 
lives, which promises to become a valuable investment. 

In 1893 George Bennett and Miss Susie C. Kendall were united in 
marriage, and to them have been given two children, Eva R. and Ralph 
N. Mrs. Bennett is a daughter of Henry Kendall. Fraternally Mr. 
Bennett has membership in the Modern Woodmen of America, the In- 
dependent Order of Odd Fellows and the Masonic Order, in the last 
named having received the Royal Arch degrees. 

Dr. John F. Doudna is one of Lake City's most respected physicians. 
A professional man, and above all a physician, may always be looked 
upon as making more or less a sacrifice of himself to aid humanity and 
the cause of science. He receives less monetary return for his work 
than a business man, and yet as a general thing, he has expended much 
more time and money in preparation for his career than the business 
man. The physician who looks upon his profession as merely a means 
of livelihood is an utter failure. Monetary considerations had very* little 
to do with Dr. Doudna 's choice of a calling. From the very beginning 
of his training he has felt that he wanted to learn all that it was possible 
for him to learn in regard to diseases and their cures. A most profound 
thinker and reader, every new discovery is hailed with the deepest inter- 
est and at any time that he can add anything to the cause of science, he 
experiences more pleasure than he would in any other way. 

John F. Doudna was born near Richland Center, Wisconsin, in 1875. 
His father, Thomas Doudna, was a farmer, a native of Ohio. His 
mothers' maiden name was Jeannette Fogo, and she was born in Scot- 
land. Soon after the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Doudna they moved to 
Richland Center, in Richland county. Later the Doctor and three of his 
brothers moved to Colorado Springs, where they remained several years 
and where the Doctor began preparations for his life work as a physician. 
Mr. Thomas Doudna died in September, 1909, in Wisconsin, his wife hav- 
ing passed away in 1882. 
Vol. in— 12 
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John's earliest recollections cluster around the little farm near Rich- 
land Center, Richland county, where he first drew breath. Before he 
was of school age his parents moved to Richland Center where he at- 
tended the district school and later the village high school. Before he 
was graduated from the high school he moved to Colorado Springs, and 
not wishing to enter another high school, he finished the work at Cutler 
Academy, Colorado Springs. By that time he had chosen his profession 
and in 1895 he entered the medical department of the University of 
Colorado. He remained there for two years and then decided to take 
his junior and senior work at the Barnes Medical School at St. Louis. 
He received his diploma and the degree of Doctor of Medicine in 1899. 
In July of that year, the month following his graduation, he came to 
Sherman, Michigan, and in the fall he took a post graduate course at 
Detroit Medical College and also a special post graduate course at the 
University of Michigan at Ann Arbor. That same year he came to Lake 
City, where he has built up a large practice and has met with unusual 
success. For several years he has also been connected with the drug 
business at Lake City, having formed a partnership with Mr. Roach 
They did business under the firm name of Roach and Doudna. Later 
Dr. Abbott purchased Mr. Roach 's interest, and the new firm of Doudna 
& Abbott are now doing a prosperous business. Dr. Doudna is a member 
of the Tri-County Medical Association and of the American Medical As- 
sociation. 

In 1901, two years after his arrival in Lake City, Dr. Doudna mar- 
ried Miss Jessie Ross of Saginaw, Michigan. She was born at Reed City, 
and her parents were both natives of Scotland. Her father, Alexander 
Ross, was for thirty-seven years roadmaster for the Flint & Pere Mar- 
quette railroad, and is now living a retired life. Dr. and Mrs. Doudna 
have two children : Dorothy, born in 1903, and Hubert two years later. 

Dr. Doudna is a Mason and also an Elk. He stands high with both 
of these fraternal organizations. In politics he is a Republican and is a 
most enthusiastic supporter of the principles for which his party stands. 
He takes a great interest in the children of the town and in their train- 
ing. He is a member of the school board on which he does excellent 
work. He is also health officer of the village and all unsanit&ry condi- 
tions are soon noticed by his vigilant eyes. Dr. and Mrs. Doudna attend 
the Methodist Episcopal church and he finds time, in the midst of his 
busy life, to be of great use to the church in its various undertakings. 
Since his arrival in Lake City Dr. Doudna has become both respected 
and liked. He has made money at his drug store and a living at his 
practice, but he is too philanthropical ever to become a wealthy man. 
He believes that money is meant to use and not to hoard and he uses his 
money in the way that he feels will be of the most lasting good not only 
to himself and his family, but to his fellow beings. He has performed 
many acts of charity and kindliness of which the world knows nothing, 
but he is repaid only by the deep feelings of gratitude that remain in 
the hearts of the recipients of his good works. 

James C. and L. Verna Simons, D. O. — Drs. James C. and L. Verna 
Simons, of Manistee, Michigan, in their professional service have been 
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prompted by a laudable ambition for advancement as well as by deep 
sympathy and humanitarian principles that urge them to put forth 
their best efforts in the alleviation of pain and suffering. They have 
gained recognition from the profession as its able representatives and 
the trust reposed in them by the public is indicated by the liberal 
patronage awarded them. 

Dr. James C. Simons was born at Bath, Steuben county, New York, 
on the 22d of August, 1870, and is a son of James and Jane (Cass) 
Simons. Dr. Simons passed his boyhood and youth in the place of his 
nativity, to whose public schools he is indebted for his preliminary edu- 
cational training. Upon attaining to years of discretion he entered 
upon the manufacture of machinery at Bath, following this line of en- 
terprise until 1893, when he removed to the city of Buffalo, New York, 
where he continued to reside until 1899, in which year he went west to 
Michigan, locating at Muskegon. In the latter city he entered the em- 
ploy of the Chicago & West Michigan Railroad Company. Subsequently 
he went to Ionia and then to Detroit, where he became assistant super- 
intendent of the Great Lakes Engineering Company. After retaining 
the latter position for some time he became ill and in order to regain his 
health commenced a course of osteopathic treatments. Becoming cured, 
he made an investigation of the science of osteopathy with the result 
that he eventually began to think of it a^ a profession. Accordingly he 
was matriculated in Still College of Osteopathy, at Des Moines, Iowa, 
and was graduated in that well ordered institution as a member of the 
class of 1910. 

On the 17th of September, 1901, was celebrated the marriage of Dr. 
Simons to Miss L. Yema Sprague, of Ionia, Michigan. She was born at 
Saranac, Ionia county, this state, on the 23d of August, 1876, and is a 
daughter of Henry and Emeline L. Sprague, the former of whom was 
born in the state of New York and the latter in Michigan. Mrs. Simons 
gained her early educational training at Ionia, in which place she was a 
successful and popular teacher for five years prior to her marriage. 
When her husband became interested in osteopathy she accompanied 
him to Des Modnes and together they worked and studied, both of them 
graduating and receiving their degrees of D. O. in 1910. Immediately 
thereafter they returned to this state and took the examination as 
practicing physicians at Ann Arbor. Passing the examination they 
located at Manistee, where they initiated the practice of their profes- 
sion and where they are rapidly gaining prestige as skilled osteopaths, 
controlling a large and representative patronage. 

Dr. James C. Simons is a Republican in politics, warmly advocating 
the party principles although he is not an active politician. He has 
devoted himself assiduously to his profession and has not sought political 
office. As a man he is thoroughly conscientious, of undoubted integrity, 
affable and courteous in manner and has a host of friends. He is a 
member of the time-honored Masonic order and his wife holds member- 
ship in the adjunct organization, the Order of the Eastern Star. Both 
are affiliated with the Methodist Episcopal church, in which they are 
most faithful members and to whose charities they are most liberal 
contributors. 
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Ray F. Jennikgs, county school commissioner of Otsego county, 
Michigan, has been identified with educational interests in this part of 
the old Wolverine state for several years and his labors have been con- 
tributory in increasing the efficiency of the schools until the educational 
system is one of which every citizen of the locality has reason to be 
proud. There is no class of men doing better work for the coming gen- 
erations than the well trained and conscientious educator. He stands 
next to the parent in instilling into the young mind those principles and 
truths which mould and fashion the future useful and loyal citizen. 

A native son of Michigan, Ray F. Jennings was born in Lake county, 
the date of his nativity being September 1, 1883. He is a son of John 
M. and Hattie L. (Sutton) Jennings, the former of whom was bom in 
the state of Pennsylvania and the latter in the state of Maine. The 
father was an agriculturist by vocation and he came to Michigan about 
the year 1880, and has ever since resided on a farm in Lake county. 
To Mr. and Mrs. John M. Jennings were born five children, one of whom 
is deceased, namely, — ^Victor. The others are: Ray F., Ella F., Dora, 
and Vern, all of whom have been successfully engaged in teaching in 
Michigan. 

After completing the curriculum of the public schools of Lake 
county, Professor Jennings attended school for a time at Sandy Lake, 
Pennsylvania, and subsequently he pursued a course of study at Ferris 
Institute. To this institution and the personal influence of the great 
man at its head, together with the many sacrificing efforts of his par- 
ents in his behalf, is due credit for much of that spirit of devotion to 
the public good which is so requisite a characteristic in one of his 
vocation. He initiated operations as a teacher in Lake county, Michi- 
gan, in 1900, at the age of seventeen years. In 1902 he became principal 
of a village school, and in 1909 he was engaged as principal of the 
schools at Yanderbilt, where he has maintained his home to the present 
time, in 1911. 

In 1910 he was appointed commissioner of schools of Otsego county, 
to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Sim J. Lewis, and after 
acquitting himself creditably in the discharge of the duties of his office 
he was honored by his fellow citizens with reelection in the spring of 
1911. 

In his political adherency Mr. Jennings is aligned with the. Repub- 
lican party and he has ever manifested a deep and sincere interest in all 
matters projected for the general welfare. 

In the year 1909 was recorded the marriage of Ray F. Jennings to 
Miss Reta Schooly, a daughter of Benjamin and Julia Schooly, of Reed 
City, Michigan. Mrs. Jennings is a woman of innate refinement and 
gracious personality. She is a member of the United Brethren church 
and the Women's Christian Temperance Union and holds a high place 
in the love and esteem of those who know her. They have one child, 
Lorna, who was born on the 9th of Aug., 1910. 

Mr. Jennings is a man, original in his individuality, and possessing 
as dominating elements in his personality a lively human sympathy 
which, taken in connection with the sterling integrity and honor of his 
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character, have naturally gained to him the respect and confidence of 
men. 

John F. Hum. — A man of high principles, conscientious and straight- 
forward in his dealings, John F. Hum is justly entitled to an honored 
position among the more active and popular citizens of Grayling, which 
has been his home for nearly a score of years. He has filled various 
offices of trust, and is now rendering efficient service as county treas- 
urer of Crawford county. He was born, May 1, 1851, in Columbiana 
coainty, Ohio, being the third child in succession of birth of the nine 
children born to Jacob and Lucinda (Hisey) Hum, and the only one liv- 
ing in Michigan. His father was born in Ohio, while his mother was a 
native of Virginia. 

Brought up and educated in Ohio, Mr. Hum learned the carpenter 's 
trade when young, and was afterward employed as a builder and con- 
tractor in his native state for a number of years. Coming to Crawford 
county in 1876, he continued his chosen occupation for many seasons, 
some of the more large and important buildings of Grayling and vi- 
cinity being monuments to his skill and good taste. Public-spirited and 
intelligent, taking a deep interest in local matters, Mr. Hum has often 
been called to offices of trust, in each of which he has given exceptionally 
good service. From 1882 until 1886, he was sheriff of Crawford county, 
and for fifteen years was county supervisor. Since 1883 he has been 
a resident of Grayling, and for four years was village president. He 
has accumulated a fair share of this world's goods, and in addition to 
his village property owns a near-by farm of sixty acres, which he 
utilizes as pasture land. Fraternally he belongs to the Ancient Free 
and Accepted Order of Masons, in which he has taken i;he Royal Arch 
degree. 

Mr. Hum was united in marriage, in 1880, with Emma Metzler, who 
was born in Ohio, and died, August 3, 1909, in Grayling, Michigan. Of 
their union, four children were born, two of whom are living, namely : 
Harry and Clyde. 

Elmore S. Northrup. — Since 1895 has Mr. Elmore S. Northrup 
been incumbent of the office of justice of the peace of Thompsonville, 
Benzie county, Michigan, and he has also held various other important 
offices of public trust. He is a man whose contribution to progress 
and good government have been of the most insistent order and he is 
recognized as one of the foremost citizens of this section of the state. 
Mr. Northrup was bom at Bangor, Yan Buren county, Michigan, on 
the 6th of June, 1850, and is a son of John L. and Roxy (Sutton) 
Northrup, both of whom were bom and reared in the state of New 
York, whence they came to Michigan in 1834. At the time of the in- 
ception of the Civil war John L. Northrup tendered his services in de- 
fense of the Union and enlisted as a soldier in the Thirteenth Michigan 
Volunteer Infantry. He went south with his regiment but becoming 
ill he was discharged for disability after thirteen months' service. He 
returned to Michigan but never fully recovered his health. In 1882 he 
established his home at Bay City, where his death occurred in 1884, 
his cherished and devoted wife having passed away in 1871. During the 
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major portion of his active business career John L. Northnip was en- 
gaged in farming. 

Elmore S. Northrup was reared and educated at Bangor and he 
remained under the parental roof until he had attained to the age of 
fourteen years, when he hired out as a farm hand. As he reached 
man's estate he rented land and in due time purchased a farm in Van 
Buren county, retaining the same and continuing to be identified with 
agricultural pursuits until 1891, in which year he disposed of his farm 
and established his home at Thompsonville. He was engaged in logging 
for two years but injuries received from an accident obliged him to 
give up that work and he then moved into the village of Thompsonville. 
In 1895 he was elected justice of the peace of this place and of this 
position he has continued incumbent to the present time, in 1911. Mr. 
Northrup has held the office of supervisor and has been director of the 
school board for six years. He is state agent for corrections and char- 
ities for Benzie county, having care of the delinquent and dependent 
children of the county. In all his public offices Mr. Northrup has given 
most efficient service and he has gained a reputation for good judg- 
ment, for fair dealing, for truth and for rectitude. He is a man of 
high ideals and unquestioned integrity and his contribution to the ma- 
terial and civic development of this section of the state has ever been 
of the most notable order. In politics he accords a stalwart allegiance 
to the principles and policies for which the Republician party stands 
sponsor and in a fraternal way he is a member of the Patrons of Hus- 
bandry. He and his family are regular attendants of the Methodist 
Episcopal church and they take an active interest in all matters per- 
taining to the welfare of the church. 

On the 25th of November, 1885, Mr. Northrup was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Cora Jacobs, of Lawrence, Michigan, she being a daughter 
of Huron and Hulda Jacobs, both of whom were born and reared in New 
York, coming to Michigan in 1838. The Jacobs family located at Sturgis, 
Michigan, where the father was identified with farming, imtil his death, 
which occurred in 1908. Mrs. Jacobs was summoned to eternal rest in 
1909. Mr. and Mrs. Northrup have three children, — John H., who was 
born at Lawrence, Michigan, in 1886 ; Earl P., bom at Lawrence, in 1888 ; 
and Hattie M., bom in this place in 1892. All the children remain 
at the parental home, being identified with various lines of enterprise 
in Thompsonville. 

Sherman S. Townsend. — There are few men whose lives are 
crowned with the honor and respect which is universally accorded to 
Sherman S. Townsend, but through nearly two-score years' connection 
with the history of northern Michigan his has been an unblemished 
character. With him success in life has been reached by sterling quali- 
ties of mind and a heart true to the highest principles of integrity and 
generosity. Unwaveringly he has done the right as he has interpreted 
it, and he has every reason to enjoy the consciousness of having gained 
for himself by his honorable, straightforward career the confidence and 
respect of the entire community in which he lives. No man is more 
popular in Gladwin county than is Sherman S. Townsend, who has held 
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various offices of public trust, in each of which he has acquitted himself 
with honor and distinction. 

Mr. Townsend was born in Addison township, Oakland county, 
Michigan, on the 29th of January, 1841, and is a son of Elnathan and 
Eliza (Tedman) Townsend, the former of whom was born in the state 
of New York, on the 4th of March, 1812, and the latter of whom claimed 
Connecticut as the place of her birth, she having been born on the 17th 
of January, 1815. Mr. and Mrs. Townsend were united in marriage on 
the 30th of December, 1835, and they moved to Michigan at an early 
date. They became the parents of the following named children, — 
Harriet E., Lucy A., Sherman S., James E., Freeling H., Rufus H., 
George L., Judson and Rosamond E. Freeling H. was a gallant soldier 
in the Civil war, having served as a private in the Ninth Michigan Vol- 
unteer Infantry. The Townsend family is of English extraction, the 
original progenitor in America having been one Martin Townsend, who 
settled in Watertown, Massachusetts, in 1644. Others of the name fol- 
lowed later and filled various offices of trust and responsibility in their 
adopted country, some of them having given valiant service as soldiers 
in the War of the Revolution. When the Townsend family established 
their home in Oakland county, Michigan, Elnathan purchased land from 
the government and in due time became a prominent and prosperous 
farmer. He was summoned to the life eternal in the year 1883, and his 
cherished and devoted wife also passed away in 1883. 

Sherman S. Townsend was the third in order of birth of the above 
mentioned children and he was reared and educated in Oakland county, 
to whose district schools he is indebted for his early educational train- 
ing. His youth was spent on the home farm, in the work and manage- 
ment of which he early began to assist his father. In 1871 he established 
his home in Gladwin county, where he became one of the pioneer settlers, 
and in the following year he returned to Oakland county for his wife, 
whom he had married in 1867. In Gladwin county Mr. Townsend en- 
tered a tract of government land, consisting of one hundred and twenty 
acres, sixty of which he managed to clear and reclaim to cultivation, this 
being a task of some magnitude considering the busy life of the early 
settler. In 1878 he was given proof of the high regard of his fellow men 
in that he was then elected to the offices county clerk and register of 
deeds, to both of which he was several times re-elected. He continued 
to live on his farm until he proved up, which took six years, and during 
that time he filled the offices above mentioned. It was no uncommon 
thing in the long drives to and from the town to encounter wolves that 
followed closely behind his team. Wild animals were very plentiful and 
often dangerous in those days. Mr. Townsend held the office of county 
clerk for a period of fourteen years, up to December 30, 1902, this being 
the longest term ever served in that office in Gladwin county. The year 
after his election to that office he took up his residence in Gladwin, 
which thrifty town has represented his home during the long interven- 
ing years to the present time. In 1874 Mr. Townsend was elected clerk 
of Gladwin township, which comprised at that time the north half of 
Gladwin county. In 1875 he was appointed to fill a vacancy as county 
treasurer; in 1876 he was deputy sheriff, retaining that office for a 
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period of four years; for two years he was justice of the peace of Glad- 
win; and for three years he gave most efficient service as city clerk of 
Gladwin. He has also been a director on the school board, was city as- 
sessor for two years and a member of the city council for several years. 
In 1909 he disposed of his farm and he has since lived in virtual retire- 
ment in Gladwin. In 1900 Gladwin sustained a great loss by fire, in 
which Mr. Townsend's home was destroyed. He carried but a small in- 
surance and his loss was heavy. 

In the year 1867, as previously noted, Mr. Townsend was united in 
marriage to Miss Anette Morrison, of Oakland county, a daughter of 
William and Adaline Morrison, both of whom are now deceased, the 
father dying in 1850 in Colorado, and the mother died in 1881. Mrs. 
Townsend was born in Shelby township, McComb county, Michigan, in 
1849. Mr. and Mrs. Townsend had three children, one of whom, Alva, 
is deceased. Bessie became the wife of F. E. Sinclair and resides at 
Burnside, Lapeer county, Michigan, and Floyd is engaged in the hotel 
business in Gladwin. 

In politics Mr. Townsend accords a stalwart support to the cause of 
the Republican party, and he has ever contributed in generous measure 
to all movements advanced for the general welfare of the community. 
His loyalty and public-spirit have ever been of the most insistent order 
and he holds a secure place in the regard of his fellow citizens. His wife 
is a devout member of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

James E. Peltier, M. D. — The world instinctively pays deference 
to the man whose success has been worthily achieved and whose prom- 
inence is not less the result of an irreproachable life than of natural 
talents and acquired ability in the field of his chosen labor. Dr. Peltier 
occupies a position of distinction as a representative of the medical 
profession in Benzie county, Michigan, and the best evidence of his 
capability in the line of his chosen work is the large patronage which 
is accorded him. It is a well known fact that a great percentage of 
those who enter business life meet with failure or only a limited meas- 
ure of success. This is usually due to one or more of several causes — 
superficial preparation, lack of close application or an unwise choice 
in selecting a vocation for which one is not fitted. The reverse of all 
this has entered into the success and prominence which Dr. Peltier has 
attained. His equipment for the profession was unusually good and he 
has continually extended the scope of his labors through the added 
efSciency that comes through keeping in touch with the marked advance- 
ment that has been made by the members of the medical fraternity in 
the last quarter of a century. 

One of Michigan's native sons, Dr. James E. Peltier was bom at 
Bruce on the 25th of February, 1863, his father, Maxcine Peltier, was a 
Michigan man, and his mother, whose maiden name was Martha Annis 
Jemerson, was bom in the state of New Hampshire. The family moved 
to Marine City when the Doctor was an infant and at that place the 
father, who was a master mechanic by profession, engaged in the stave 
and heading business. The Doctor pursued his early education in the 
public schools of Marine City, in the high school of which place he was 
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graduated as a member of the class of 1882. Thereafter he entered the 
law office of William Baird, of Saint Clair, where he remained for 
eighteen months, reading law. He then removed to the city of Detroit, 
where he entered upon the practice of law and where his success was of 
most gratifying order. However, the Doctor did not feel that he was 
exactly satisfied with the law as a life work and in 1891 he became in- 
terested in the medical profession. In that year he was matriculated as 
a student in the Michigan College of Medicine and Surgery, at Detroit, 
Hal C. Wyman being dean of that institution at the time. He was 
graduated in 1895 and after receiving his degree of Doctor of Medicine 
he initiated the active practice of his profession at Bad Axe, Huron 
county, Michigan, where he remained for one year, at the expiration of 
which he took up his residence at Manistee, remaining in that city for 
four years. Thereafter he was engaged in practice at Bear Lake for a 
period of three and a half, years and in 1903 he came to Thompsonville, 
where he ha^ since maintained his home and where his success has been 
on a parity with his well directed endeavors. In 1908 the Doctor 
pursued a post graduate course in operative surgery at the Post Grad- 
uate Medical and Surgical School, in the city of Chicago, Illinois. 

Dr. Peltier has been thrice married. In 1883 he wedded Miss Eliza- 
beth Jane Richardson, who was born at Manchester, England, whence 
she came to the United States with her uncle, Thomas Lloyd. She was 
summoned to eternal rest on the 16th of November, 1896, and in Feb- 
ruary, 1898, the Doctor was united in marriage to Miss Cora Bell Carey, 
of Bad Axe, Michigan, who died in 1900. In 1901 was solemnized his 
marriage to Miss Edith Ella Davis, of Manistee, in which city she was 
born and reared. At the present time, in 1911, she is a student in the 
Detroit Homeopathy College, where she is taking a full course in med- 
icine. She is a woman of most gracious personality and marked ability 
and learning. 

In politics Dr. Peltier is aligned as a stalwart supporter of the cause 
of the Republican party and though he has never held any political 
office, strictly speaking, he was incumbent of the position of health 
officer while a resident of Bear Lake. He is a member of the Benzie 
County Medical Society, of which he was president from 1909 to 1911, 
and is a member of the State Medical Society, and the American Med- 
ical Association. In a fraternal way he is affiliated with the time-hon- 
ored Masonic order and the Knights of the Modern Maccabees, and he 
and his wife are devout communicants of High church, Protestant Epis- 
copal. Dr. Peltier in his professional service has been prompted by a 
laudable ambition for advancement as well as by deep sympathy and 
humanitarian principles that urge him to put forth his best efforts in 
the alleviation of pain and suffering. He has gained recognition from 
the profession as one of its able representatives and the trust reposed 
in him by the public is indicated by the liberal patronage awarded him. 

Joshua Mearue Wardell, M. D., 302 East Cass street, Cadillac, 
Michigan, was born in Elgin county, Ontario, Canada, July 26, 1855. 
When he was seven years of age his parents, Edward and Melissa (Mc- 
Queen) Wardell, moved from the farm near St. Thomas on which they 
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had lived for several years into that village, and there he received his 
high-school education. When young Wardell decided to adopt the 
medical profession, he entered the office of a local physician and under 
his preceptorship pursued a course of study, in this way gaining a 
fundamental knowledge of the profession. Then he entered the medical 
department of the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, where he 
graduated March 25, 1873. On the 7th of September, that same year, 
he opened his office at Cadillac, then called Clam Lake, where he has 
since been engaged in the practice of medicine. For three years he 
was local surgeon for the Ann Arbor Railroad Company, and since 1876 
he has served as local surgeon for the Grand Rapids & Indiana Rail- 
road. Also for three years he was a member of the Board of Pension 
Examiners. His practice has been general and he has enjoyed a degree 
of success that has amply repaid him for his years of earnest prepara- 
tion and endeavor. 

Dr. Wardell has membership in the National Association of Railway 
Surgeons, Wexford County Medical Society, Michigan State Medical 
Society, Pennsylvania State Medical Association and American Medical 
Association. A Mason of high rank, he belongs to Clam Lake Lodge, No. 
331, F. and A. M. • Cadillac Chapter, No. 103, R. A. M. ; Big Rapids 
Commandery, K. T., at Big Rapids, Michigan, and Grand Rapids Con- 
sistory, he having received the Thirty-second degree. While he has 
never been active in political affairs, he has always been a conscientious 
voter and has given his support to the Republican party. 

On July 21, 1890, Dr. Wardell and Miss Arista M. Montgomery were 
united in marriage, and the fruits of their union are two children: 
Montgomery M. and Margaret. Mrs. Wardell is a native of Oberlin, 
Ohio, but for a short time previous to her marriage was living at 
Cadillac. She is a woman of rare intellectual endowment, highly edu- 
cated in both literature and music, being especially talented in music 
and for years having devoted much time to the study and practice of 
that art. As a musician she has no superior in the state of Michigan. 

Dr. Alexander S. Cornell, physician and surgeon of Copemish, 
Manistee county, Michigan, has resided in this city for fully a score of 
years and has here been engaged in the active practice of his profession 
for some eighteen years. He has gained high favor among a large and 
representative clientage, is a practitioner of equipment equal to that of 
the best, and he has been an ardent devotee of his profession since 
youth. His broad knowledge of his science and sympathetic manner 
have given him rank among the most skillful and popular physicians and 
surgeons in the city. 

Dr. Cornell was born in the province of Ontario, Canada, on the 12th 
of March, 1874. His parents, David and Mellsie (Smith) Cornell were 
Canadian bom and they came to Michigan in 1879, locating at Reed 
City, Osceola county. The father was a druggist by profession but 
while at Reed City he engaged in the timber and real-estate business. 
The family came to Copemish in 1890 and here David Cornell directed 
his attention to the drug business, setting up a fine store and controlling 
a large patronage, and he is still a resident of this city. Mr. and Mrs. 
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Cornell became the parents of five children and of the number the 
Doctor was the third in order of birth. He received his preliminary 
educational discipline in the public schools of Reed City and Copemish 
and he remained at home, clerking in the drug store and attending 
school until he had attained to the age of eighteen years, at which time 
he was matriculated in the Detroit Medical School, at Detroit, in which 
excellent institution he was graduated as a member of the class of 1894, 
duly receiving his degree of Doctor of Medicine. Immediately after 
his graduation he returned to Copemish where he entered upon the active 
practice of his profession and where he rapidly manifested his ability 
and built up a representative patronage. Shortly after establishing 
himself in offices in Copemish he went to New York City, where he 
pursued a post-graduate course in the eye, ear and throat department 
of the New York Post-Graduate School, in which he was graduated in 
1896, with the supplemental degree of Doctor of Medicine. Since that 
time he has maintained his home in Copemish, where his services are 
much in demand and where he has gained prestige as one of the lead- 
ing physicians and surgeons in Manistee county. 

At Copemish, in the year 1899, was solemnized the marriage of Dr. 
Cornell to Miss Bina Hickey, who was born and reared in this city 
and who is a daughter of David and Mary Ann Hickey. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hickey are natives of the fine old Wolverine state and the father has 
long been a prominent and influential agriculturist in this section of 
the state. 

In a professional way Dr. Cornell is affiliated with various repre- 
sentative organizations and in a social way he is an ardent and ap- 
preciative member of the Knights of Pythian, the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks, the Enights of the Maccabees, the Modem Wood- 
men of America and the Modern Romans. In politics he accords a stal- 
wart allegiance to the cause of the Democratic party and though he has 
never manifested aught of desire for the honors or emoluments of public 
office he gives freely of his aid and influence in support of all measures 
advanced for the general welfare of the community. Mrs. Cornell is a 
member of the Catholic church, and they hold a secure place in the 
high regard of their fellow citizens. The Doctor is a man of strong 
force of character, of marked individuality, of keen intellectuality and 
honorable purpose, — qualities which have won for him an eminent 
degree the respect and regard of many friends throughout the state. 

Carl A. Bigge, who is efficiently filling the office of cashier of the 
Bank of Arcadia, is a native son of Manistee, Michigan, and one of the 
enterprising young men of Manistee county, deeply interested in public 
affairs and a co-operant factor in many measures for the general good. 
He was born on the 20th of August, 1885, and is a son of Louis and 
(Mara (Dietrich) Bigge, the former of whom was born at Hildesheim, 
province of Hanover, Prussia, and the latter of whom was born at 
Watertown, Wisconsin, whence she came to Michigan with her parents, 
who were farmers by occupation. Louis Bigge emigrated to America 
in 1883, at the age o.f twenty-seven years, locating at Manistee, where he 
began sawing cord wood. Later he went to work in the mills and finally 
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he began scaling logs for C. Reitz in Kalkaska county. In 1886 he 
moved the family to Kalkaska comity, he being then foreman for C. 
Reitz. In 1891 he turned his attention to the great basic industry of 
agriculture and in 1891 the family home was established in Marilla 
township, Manistee county, where he purchased a tract of one hundred 
and sixty acres of timber land. He cleared and improved his land, con- 
structing a fine house and barn and stocking the farm. Later he bought 
an adjoining forty acres and in 1907 he purchased another tract of one 
hundred and sixty acres. Mr. and Mrs. Louis Bigge have six children, 
of whom Carl A. of this sketch is the second in order of birth. Two of 
his brothers are engaged in agricultural pursuits; one brother is a 
teacher and the two sisters are both teachers. 

Carl A. Bigge has always remained at the parental home, assisting his 
father in the work and management of the farm and attending and teach- 
ing school during the winter months. At the age of fourteen years he 
graduated from the eighth grade and then his schooling ceased until he 
had attained the age of twenty years. In 1905 he entered a summer nor- 
mal school at Bear Lake for six weeks and the winter following he pro- 
cured a school in District No. 3, Marilla township. In the summer of 1906 
he entered the Ferris Institute at Big Rapids, for a six weeks' course, and 
in the ensuing winter he was a successful and popular teacher in District 
No. 2, of Marilla township. The summer of 1907 found him again at 
Big Rapids and in the winter of that year he was employed as a teacher 
in District No. 1. In the following summer he remained at home help- 
ing his father with the farm work and in the winter of 1908 he and his 
father engaged in lumbering, putting some two hundred thousand feet 
of lumber to the mill and railroad. He remained on the farm during 
the summer of 1909 and the winter of that year found him teaching in 
District No. 4, of Marilla township. On the 2d of May, 1910, the Bank 
of Arcadia was opened for business, and Mr. Bigge was placed in charge 
of this substantial financial institution as cashier. The bank was incor- 
porated under the laws of the state with a capital stock of five thousand 
dollars, with officers as follows : L. A. Larson, president ; F. P. French, 
vice-president ; and Carl A. Bigge, cashier. 

Mr. Bigge has been school inspector and his interest in political 
questions is deep and sincere. He gives a stanch support to the Demo- 
cratic party, believing that its platform contains the best elements of 
good government. In a fraternal way he is affiliated with the Modern 
Woodmen of America and his religious faith is in harmony with the 
teachings of the Lutheran church. He is a man of fine natural intelli- 
gence and broad human sympathy and it may be said of him that the 
list of his personal friends is coincident with that of his acquaintances. 

Mn^LARD F. Stever, M. D,— Since 1892 has Dr. Millard F. Stever 
been engaged in the active practice of his profession at Thompsonville 
and the years have told the story of a successful career due to the pos- 
session of innate talent and acquired ability along the line of one of the 
most important professions to which many may devote his energies, — 
the alleviation of pain and suffering and the restoration of health, which 
is man's most cherished and priceless possession. This is an age of prog- 
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ress in all lines of achievement and Dr. Stever has kept abreast of the 
advancement that has revolutionized methods of medical and surgical 
practice, rendering the efforts of physicians of much avail in warding 
off the inroads of disease. 

Dr. Stever was born at Williamsville, Erie county, New York, on the 
15th of August, 1856, and is a son of David and Catherine (Rice) 
Stever, the former of whom was a native of Pennsylvania and the latter 
of whom was born in France, whence she came to America with her 
parents when a young girl. The father was engaged in speculations dur- 
ing the major portion of his active business career and he was sum- 
moned to eternal rest in 1858, his cherished wife passing away in 1892. 
Young Millard attended the public schools of Williamsville until he had 
attained to the age of fourteen years, when the family moved to Mich- 
igan, where they located at Midland. He secured work in the mills and 
attended school during the winter months until 1885, in which year 
he went to Montana where, for eight months he was superintendent of a 
shingle mill. He returned to Michigan in 1886, and at Muskegon he 
began the study of medicine under the able preceptorship of Dr. 
C. J. Dove, a prominent physician in that city. After three years spent 
in study in his office Dr. Stever was matriculated in the Port Wayne 
(Indiana) College of Medicine, in which he pursued a three years' course 
and in which he was graduated as a member of the class of 1892, duly 
receiving his degree of Doctor of Medicine. Immediately after his 
graduation he returned to Muskegon, where he initiated the practice 
of his profession and some time later he removed to New Era, whence 
he removed to Thompsonville, Benzie county, in 1892. The Doctor has 
built up a large and representative patronage and he has gained dis- 
tinctive precedence as one of the ablest physicians and surgeons in this 
section of the fine old Wolverine state. He is affiliated with various 
professional organizations of representative character and in a fraternal 
way he is an appreciative member of the time-honored Masonic order, 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Modern Woodmen of 
America. In politics he accords a stalwart allegiance to the principles 
and policies of the Republican party and though he has never had time 
or desire for the honors or emoluments of public office he has ever done 
all in his power to advance the general welfare of the community. He is 
a man of fine mental attainments and broad human sympathy and he 
holds a secure vantage ground in popular confidence and esteem. 

In the year 1883 was recorded the marriage of Dr. Stever to Miss 
Etta Barringer, of Muskegon. Mrs. Stever was born at Marine City, 
Michigan, and is a daughter of Henry and Melicia (Clark) Barringer, 
both of whom were natives of Prince Edward county, Canada. Dr. 
and Mrs. Stever became the parents of five children, four of whom are 
living, namely, — Vella, Virginia, David and Benjamin, all of whom 
were bom at Muskegon. One child, Etta, died in infancy. None of 
the children are at home except Benjamin, who is attending the local 
high school. 

Walter J. Fish. — The march of improvement and progress is ac- 
celerated day by day and each successive moment seems to demand a 
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man of broader intelligence and a keener discernment than the preced- 
ing. The successful men must be live men in this day, active, strongs 
strong to plan and perform and with a recognition of opportunity that 
enables them to grasp and utilize the possibilities of the moment. Such 
a class finds a worthy representative in Walter J. Fish, who is editor 
and publisher of the Thompsonville News. He was born at Dimondale, 
Eaton county, Michigan, on the 5th of July, 1876, and is a son of John 
W. and Electa J. (Schemerhorn) Fish, both of whom were born in Mich- 
igan and the former of whom is now deceased. John W. Fish went to 
Dimondale as a youth, cleared a place, built a home and was also en- 
gaged in the well supply business, later in the jewelry line and was also 
interested in farming. His life was spent there with the exception of 
three years in the state of Washington, where he was manager of a 
ranch. He was summoned to the life eternal in 1904, at the age of 
fifty-six years, and his cherished and devoted wife survives him and 
resides at Dimondale. 

Walter J. Fish availed himself of the advantages afforded in the 
public schools of Dimondale and he was a lad of thirteen years at the 
time of the family removal to Washington, where they remained for 
three years. After his return to Dimondale he completed his educa- 
tion, after which he went to Lansing, this state, where he secured em- 
ployment in the office of the North Lansing Record. He returned to 
Dimondale and after working in a printing office for one year he went 
to Mulliken, Eaton county, where he was employed for a time in the 
office of the News, which paper he eventually purchased, continuing its 
publication until his advent in Thompsonville on the 1st of July, 1909, 
in which year he bought the plant of the Thompsonville News from J. 
W. Saunders. As editor and publisher Mr. Fish exercises a most power- 
ful influence for good in the community and as a citizen he is most loyal 
and public spirited, ever doing all in his power to advance the general 
welfare of the county and state at large. In politics he is a stalwart 
supporter of the Republican party and fraternally he is a prominent 
Mason and affiliated with the Modern Woodmen of America and the 
Knights of the Maccabees. His wife is a valued and appreciative mem- 
ber of the Royal Neighbors and both are enrolled as devout supporters 
of the faith of the Congregational church. 

On the 22d of October, 1902, Mr. Fish was united in marriage to 
Miss Gertrude Crane, who was born and reared at Mulliken, Michigan, 
and who is a daughter of Oscar and Chrissette Ann (Boyer) Crane, the 
former of whom was bom in Indiana and the latter in New York. Mr. 
Crane is a contractor and builder by occupation and he and his wife 
now maintain their home at Mulliken. Mr. and Mrs. Fish have no 
children. 

John W. Weldt, superintendent of the Arcadia & Betsey River Rail- 
road, with residence and business headquarters at Arcadia, Manistee 
county, Michigan, may well be termed a self-made man. Mr. Weldt 
was born at Batavia, Genesee county, New York, on the 19th of May, 
1857, and his parents both dying when he was a small boy, he left 
Batavia at the age of eight years and went to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
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where he made his home with an uncle. He remained in that city and 
attended German school until he had attained to the age of fourteen 
years. He then went to Manistee, Michigan, working upon the river in 
the capacity of chore boy and cook's assistant at the camps. He was 
identified with this line of enterprise until 1871, in which year he came 
to Arcadia, engaging with Henry Starke as a log scaler. In 1881, when 
the Arcadia & Betsey River Railroad was completed, he entered the em- 
ploy of that company as an engineer and some time later he was em- 
ployed by that concern as land locater and timber estimator. He was 
thus engaged until 1895, when the railroad was re-organized and he 
was proffered the position of superintendent, of which office he has 
been incumbent to the present time, in 1910. 

On the 29th of September, 1883, Mr. Weldt was united in marriage 
to Miss Maggie Kearnes, of Manistee. She was born in the Dominion 
of Canada and is a daughter of John and Ellen Kearnes, the latter of 
whom is deceased and the former of whom now resides with Mr. and 
Mrs. Weldt. Mr. and Mrs. Kearnes were both bom in Canada and they 
came to the United States in 1861, locating in Saginaw county, Michigan, 
where the father engaged in agricultural pursuits. Mrs. Kearnes was 
summoned to the life eternal in 1892 and Mr. Kearnes reached the 
patriarchal age of ninety-two years on the 17th of August, 1910. Mr. 
and Mrs. Weldt have two children, — George Newton, who was born on 
the 15th of June, 1889, at Arcadia, is in the office of the Arcadia & 
Betsey River Railroad Company; and Charles Adolph, who was bom 
in this city on the 28th of June, 1894, is a student at the Ferris Insti- 
tute, at Big Rapids, where he is preparing himself for college. 

In politics Mr. Weldt accords a stalwart allegiance to the cause of 
the Republican party and he is ever alert and enthusiastically in sym- 
pathy with all measures and enterprises advanced for the general wel- 
fare of the community. He takes a deep interest in educational mat- 
ters and for twelve years was school assessor. He and his wife are 
zealous members of the Lutheran church and they hold a high place in 
popular confidence and esteem. 

Henry Mauntler. — Enterprise and determination are strong ele- 
ments in prosperity and they are found among the salient characteris- 
tics of Henry Mauntler, president of the Arcadia Furniture Company 
and a member of the firm of Mauntler, Ebert & Behrens, besides which 
he is efficiently filling the office of postmaster of Arcadia. He is one of 
the city's most progressive and capable business men and his advance- 
ment in the business world has been through his own efforts, and to-day 
Jie is enjoying a richly merited success, while the future is bright with 
promise. 

Mr. Henry Mauntler was born in the great empire of Germany, on 
the 23d of November, 1850, and he emigrated to this country in 1868, 
at the age of eighteen years. He first located in the city of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, traveling from 1870 to 1880 for a wholesale liquor house. 
In connection with his work he became acquainted with Mr. Henry 
Starke, of Arcadia, who persuaded him to come to this city in July, 
1880, as manager of the store, then known as the Henry Starke Lumber 
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Company Store, this being practically the first store established at 
Arcadia. Mr. Mauntler continued as manager of the store until the 
fall of 1906, when he and the parties now comprising the partnership 
purchased the Starke interest. In December, 1906, he was appointed 
to the office of postmaster, which position he now holds. In addition 
to his other interests he is also president of the Arcadia Furniture 
Company, which concern controls a large patronage in this city and the 
surrounding territory. In politics Mr. Mauntler is aligned as a stal- 
wart supporter of the principles and policies of the Republican party 
and he has done a great deal toward advancing the general welfare of 
the community in which he resides. For a number of years he was a 
member of the board of equalization of Arcadia, Manistee county, and 
he has also been a valued member of the board of school trustees of 
Arcadia since its organization. 

In the year 1873 was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Mauntler to 
iSIiss Mary Behrens, who was born and reared in Germany, whence she 
came to America as a young girl, locating in the city of Milwaukee, 
where her marriage was solemnized. This union has been blessed with 
four children, namely, — Freda, who was born at Milwaukee, is now the 
wife of Otto Lang and resides in Arcadia; Amanda is the wife of Fred 
Heffmeyer, who is in the employ of the Pullman Car Company in the 
capacity of bookkeeper; Hulda married Edward Larson, of Arcadia; 
and Ida is at home attending the local schools. In a religious way Mr. 
Mauntler and his family are devout members of the Lutheran church, 
to whose charities and good works he has been a liberal contributor. 
Strong in his individuality Mr. Mauntler never lacks the courage of his 
convictions, but there are, as dominating elements in his personality, 
a lively human sympathy and an abiding charity which, as taken in con-: 
nection with the sterling integrity and honor of his character, have 
naturally gained to him the respect and confidence of his fellow men. 

Judge Henry H. Woodruff, the popular and efficient prosecuting 
attorney of Roscommon county, Michigan, whose name occupies a con- 
spicuous place on the roll of Michigan's eminent lawyers, during fully 
three decades connection with the bar of the state, has won and main- 
tained a reputation for ability that has given him pre-eminence among 
his professional brethren. In the law, as in every other walk of life, 
success is largely the outcome of resolute purpose and unfaltering indus- 
try, — qualities which are possessed in a large degree by Judge Wood- 
ruff. He has been honored by his fellow citizens with many important 
offices of public trust and responsibility, and in all of them he has ac- 
quitted himself most creditably. 

Judge Woodruff was born in Wayne county, Michigan, on the 28th 
of January, 1841, and he is a son of Henry and Abigail (Hall) Wood- 
ruff, both of whom were natives of the state of New York, whence they 
came to Michigan, in 1835, location being made in Wayne county. To 
]Mr. and Mrs. Henry Woodruff were born ten children, nine of whom 
grew to maturity and six of whom are living, in 1911. Of the number, 
the Judge was the third in order of birth and he received his prelimi- 
nary educational training in the public schools of his native place. Sub- 
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sequently he attended school at Saginaw and in 1861 he was prepared 
in the high school at Ann Arbor for entrance to the University of Michi- 
gan, and passed his examinations at the head of his class. 

At this time the dark cloud of Civil war obscured the national hori- 
zon, and Judge Woodruff gave evidence of his intrinsic loyalty to the 
cause of the Union by enlisting as a member of Company D, Sixteenth 
Michigan Volunteer Infantry. Early in his military career he was made 
corporal and he gradually rose through the ranks of sergeant, first ser- 
geant, second lieutenant to the office of first lieutenant. These promo- 
tions were the result of meritorious conduct in the face of the enemy. 
He participated in every battle in which the Army of the Potomac took 
part, with the exception of the first and second battles of Bull Run. He 
escaped without a single wound and after serving three years and three 
months, received his honorable discharge from service. 

After the close of the war Judge Woodruff returned to Michigan and 
in due time entered upon the study of law at Roscommon and at Sagi- 
naw, being admitted to practice at the bar of the state, in 1878, after a 
rigid examination in open court, before Judge Hart. He immediately 
entered upon the practice of his profession at Roscommon, the county 
seat of the county of that name, and here built up a large and represen- 
tative clientage. In addition to his large amount of legal work, Judge 
Woodruff became deeply interested in the lumber business, owning at one 
time as much as six thousand acres of valuable timber lands. He now 
owns something like fifteen hundred acres. He came to Roscommon in 
1874 and in December of the following year helped to organize Roscom- 
mon county. In 1875 he was elected to the office of register of deeds, 
later he held the office of county clerk and in 1905 was elected judge of 
probate. In 1907-8 he was the able incumbent of the office of county 
treasurer and in disbursement of the finances of the county he showed 
unusual discretion and good judgment. In politics he gives ardent 
support to the cause of the Republican party. He was first elected to 
the office of prosecuting attorney of Roscommon county in 1880, hold- 
ing that position for eighteen years consecutively. After a brief respite 
he was again returned to the office, of which he has remained in tenure 
for a period of twenty-two years. In professional and fraternal organi- 
zations he is affiliated with various representative orders, and in his 
religious faith he is a stanch advocate of the doctrines set forth by the 
Congregational church, to whose charities he is a most liberal contributor. 

In the year 1866 was solemnized the marriage of Judge Woodruff to 
Miss Abigail Elsefer, who was summoned to the life eternal in 1874. 
There was one child born to this union, who died at birth. In 1877 he 
was united in marriage to Miss Alicia Moiles and they became the par- 
ents of two children, namely, — Mrs. Mary Fuller, who resides at Jen- 
nings, Michigan ; and Mrs. Elizabeth Pattie, who maintains her home at 
Roscommon. 

Judge Woodruff has lived a moral and upright life and no one in 
Roscommon county holds a higher place in the confidence and esteem of 
his fellow citizens than does he. He has devoted himself assiduously to 
his profession and to the public offices with which he has been honored. 
As a man he is thoroughly conscientious, of undoubted integrity, affable 
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and courteous in manner, and he has a host of friends and few, if any, 
enemies. 

Carl J. Wechteb. — Among the representative and essentially loyal 
and public spirited citizens of Bear Lake, Manistee county, Michigan, is 
Carl J. Wechter, who has held various offices of public trust. He was 
born at Orange, New Jersey, on the 21st of February, 1861, and is a son 
of Frank and Amelia (Adams) Wechter, the former of whom was born 
in the great German empire and the latter of whom claims Yonkers, 
New York as the place of her nativity. The father came to America 
as a young man and secured work as a carpenter and builder in New 
Jersey, where he resided for a number of years. Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Wechter became the parents of two children, both yet living, of whom 
Carl J. was the second in order of birth. Mr. Wechter was summoned 
to the life eternal in 1879, at Orange, New Jersey, and his wife passed 
away in 1863. 

Carl J. Wechter remained at home attending school until he had 
attained to the age of fourteen years, at which time he entered upon 
an apprenticeship at the printer's trade in his home city, in the office 
of the Orange Chronicle. After completing his apprenticeship he 
entered the employ of Seabury & Johnson, at Roseville, New Jersey, as 
a pressman. In 1881 he went west to Omaha, Nebraska, where he 
worked off and on in the office of the Herald as a journeyman from 
1880 to 1889. He was also employed on different papers in cities along 
the Missouri river. After his marriage, in 1885, he resided in Omaha 
and in 1889 he and his wife came to Bear Lake, locating upon a farm in 
this vicinity for a year or so. Thereafter he went to Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, where he was employed in the work of his trade on the 
Dadly Democrat^ continuing to be identified with that paper during the 
years 1890 to 1891. For several terms he was employed in the state print- 
ing office at Lansing and also resided at Ann Arbor later. In 1900, how- 
ever, he returned to Bear Lake and again directed his attention to farm- 
ing, but in 1905 his health failed and he was obliged to go to Colorado 
for a year in order to recuperate. On his return to Bear Lake in the 
following year he engaged in the drug business, where he is now^ with 
the F. W. Richmond Drug Company. 

At Omaha, on the 4th of July, 1885, Mr. Wechter was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Nellie Eilborn, of Bear Lake, Michigan, and who is a 
daughter of George H. and Adeline Kilborn. George H. Kilborn was a 
gallant soldier in the Civil war, having entered service as a private and 
having worked his way up to a captaincy in the First Michigan Cav- 
alry. After the close of the war he was sent west to assist in subduing 
the uprisings of the Indians. He received his honorable discharge in 
1867, after which he returned to Michigan, where he became interested 
in agricultural pursuits in Manistee county. Mrs. Wechter was a 
telegraph operator prior to her marriage and she had gone to Omaha in 
order to accept a position as such. 

In politics Mr. Wechter is a stanch adherent of the cause of the Re- 
publican party and he has been an active factor in local politics. In 
1905 he was elected to the office of town treasurer, remaining in tenure 
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of that position for one year and for two years he was incumbent of 
the office of village clerk. In 190? he was given further mark of the 
confidence and trust reposed in him by his fellow citizens in that he was 
then elected to the office of justice of the peace of Bear Lake. In all of 
his public offices he has acquitted himself with honor and distinction 
and no one in Bear Lake is held in higher esteem than is he. Fra- 
ternally he is connected with the time-honored Masonic order, the 
Knights of the Maccabees and the Modern Romans, while Mrs. Wechter 
is a member of the Order of the Eastern Star. 

E. George Gray, M. D., 1s established in the successful practice of 
his profession in the city of Ludington and is known as a man of fine 
technical attainments, — one admirably equipped for the work of his 
exacting vocation and one whose personality has gained to him the high 
esteem of the community in which he has elected to maintain his home. 
As one of the honored and representative members of the medical pro- 
fession in Mason county he is consistently accorded consideration in this 
publication. 

Dr. Gray is a scion of stanch English ancestry, in both the agnatic 
and maternal lines, and is a native of Huron county, province of On- 
tario, Canada, where he was bom on the 8th of November, 1878. He is 
a son of Stephen and Mildred (Snell) Gray, both of whom were bom 
and reared in England, whence they came to America before their mar- 
riage. The father became one of the prosperous agriculturists of 
Huron county, Ontario, where he developed a fine farm, and he passed 
the closing years of his life on this same homestead, where he died at 
the venerable age of seventy-eight years, his cherished and devoted wife 
having been fifty-six years of age at the time when she was summoned 
to the life eternal, and both having been zealous communicants of the 
Church of England. They became the parents of seven sons and three 
daughters, all of whom are living except one, John Albert, and of the 
number Dr. Gray of this review is the youngest. 

On the old homestead farm in Huron county, Ontario, Dr. Gray 
passed his boyhood days and in the meanwhile he duly availed himself 
of the advantages of the public schools. At the age of fifteen years he 
came to Ludington, Michigan, and here he was graduated in the high 
school as a member of the class of 1896. For two years thereafter he held 
a position in connection with the general store and mill of the Steams 
Lumber Company, at Stearns Siding, Lake county, and in the autumn 
of 1898 he was matriculated in the literary department of the University 
of Michigan, where he remained a student for two years. He then as- 
sumed a clerkship in the state land office, in the capital city of Lansing, 
and after retaining this incumbency for one year he again entered the 
University of Michigan, in the literary department of which great in- 
stitution he was graduated as a member of the class of 1903, with the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts. In the meanwhile he had also prosecuted 
his studies in the medical department of the university, and in the same 
he was graduated in 1905, duly receiving his well earned degree of 
Doctor of Medicine. He forthwith engaged in the practice of his pro- 
fession in Ludington, and his ability and earnest devotion to the work 
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of his chosen calling have enabled him to build up a substantial and 
representative practice, the while he has gained secure vantage ground 
in popular confidence and esteem. He is a member of the Mason County 
Medical Society and the Michigan State Medical Society, in the councils 
and work of each of which he takes a lively interest. He is a close 
student of his profession and is an able exemplar of its best and most 
modern theories and practices in both the departments of medicine and 
surgery. The Doctor is affiliated with the Masonic fraternity, the 
Knights of Pythias, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and other 
fraternal and social organizations of representative order. His political 
support is given to the Republican party, and both he and his wife are 
members of the First Methodist Episcopal church. 

On the 11th of October, 1905, Dr. Gray was united in the bonds of 
matrimony to Miss Grace Raymond, daughter of Joseph and Josephine 
Raymond, of Lansing, Michigan, and they have three daughters, — 
Josephine M., Georgia A. and Alberta L. 

Alexander G. Freeman, former sheriff of Mason coimty, and one of 
the leading Republicans of northern Michigan, was for many years a 
prosperous farmer in that part of the state and, although he has retired 
from active agricultural pursuits, is still a large owner of valuable 
farming property near his home city of Ludington. He is of English 
ancestry paternally, his father, the late William Freeman, coming from 
the mother country and settling in Kentucky soon after he had reached 
his legal majority. Not long afterward he married Miss Frances Sim- 
mons, a Baltimore girl, who gave birth to Alexander G. Freeman, of 
this sketch, on the 8th of May, 1859. The parents resided in Kentucky 
only a few years, and thence removed to Chicago, where they remained 
until 1863. In that year they made their home in Mason county, where 
they resided thereafter as pioneer and honored settlers of northern 
Michigan. William Freeman had secured a tract of wild land in Free- 
soil township, a large portion of which he brought to cultivation before 
selling the property for another farm in Grant township. On this sec- 
ond Michigan homestead they both spent their last years, the mother 
being fifty-nine years of age at the time of her decease. Of their ten 
children eight attained to maturity, Mr. Freeman being sixth in order 
of birth. 

Alexander G. Freeman was but four years of age at the time of the 
family removal to Mason county, and there he was reared under the 
conditions and influences of the pioneer days. The exigencies of time 
and place were such that his early educational advantages were very 
limited. His entire schooling did not, in fact, cover a period of more 
than ten months, and even to gain this limited training he was com- 
pelled to walk a distance of three miles, morning and evening, to at- 
tend a primitive log school in the woods. But through his association 
with men and affairs, in later years, he so broadened his scope of prac- 
tical knowledge — ^the every-day working tool of the man most useful 
to society — that he developed into a well-informed, self-reliant and able 
citizen. Mr. Freeman assisted in the arduous work of the pioneer farm 
and remained at the parental home until he was twenty-one years of 
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age, after which he was identified with lumbering operations in the 
great pine woods of northern Michigan for a period of about twelve 
years. In 1888 he returned to Grant township, Mason county, where 
he turned his attention to general farming and stock-raising, with which 
he continued to be actively identified until his election to the shrievalty 
in November, 1908. 

Mr. Freeman has been an active and enthusiastic worker in behalf 
of the Republican cause for many years, and is one of the wheel-horses 
of the party in Mason county. He served for thirteen years as supervisor 
of Grant township and proved a progressive and valuable member of 
the board during the entire period, always throwing his strong in- 
fluence toward the fostering of the best interests of the community which 
he specially represented and of the county at large. This record was 
repeated in the office of school director, of which he was incumbent for 
fifteen years, besides serving five years as highway commissioner of his 
township. These various preferments offer adequate voucher for the 
confidence reposed in him in the county that has represented his home 
for more than forty years. He is affiliated with the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, and both he and his wife hold membership in the allied 
organization, the Daughters of Rebekah. 

In the year 1888 Mr. Freeman was united in marriage to Miss Jennie 
Watts, and the nine children born to their union have been Harry H., 
Hattie Hazel, William Archie, Edna Ruth, Nellie May, Minnie Pearl, 
Mille E., Retha Marie and Thelma Evelyn. 

Clarence J. Phelps, well known throughout Ogemaw county, where 
he has filled various local offices and now is deputy state fish, game and 
forest warden, with headquarters at West Branch, is a native of Michi- 
gan. He was born in Atlas township, Genesee county, July 26, 1855, and 
is of English origin. At an early date in the history of the Colonies his 
ancestors emigrated to this country and settled in the New England 
states. When trouble with the mother country culminated in war they 
took a decided stand on the side of liberty and independence, and for 
the part they took in the Revolution gained a name in history. 

Joel Phelps, great-grandfather of the subject of this sketch, was born 
at Dover, New Jersey, in 1754, and in 1786 married Hannah Berry, by 
whom he had twelve children: Gilbert, Othniel, Manerva, Martha, 
Sarah, Joel, Daniel, Mary, Aaron, Lewis, Henry and Stephen. The 
3^oungest of this family, Stephen, was shot through the body at the 
Wyoming massacre and was carried on a litter one hundred miles to 
Brant Phelps. He lived to be ninety-five years of age. Other members 
of the family also lived to ripe old ages, and one reached the one hun- 
dred and sixth milestone. While some of the family have followed the 
higher professions in life, most of them have been engaged in agricul- 
tural pursuits. Mr. Phelp^s parents, Henry C. and Maria J. (Johnson) 
Phelps, were natives of New York state, but spent the greater part of 
their lives in Michigan, to which state they were brought when children 
and where they were married. They had two children — Lottie and 
Clarence J. Henry C. Phelps, like his ancestors, was imbued with a spirit 
of patriotism and loyalty. In the dark days of the ^60s, when his coun- 
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try called for men to defend the integrity of the Union, he cheerfully 
responded and enrolled himself as a private in Company K, Twenty- 
third Michigan Volunteer Infantry, and after faithful and efficient ser- 
vice was honorably discharged. He died at West Branch, Michigan, in 
1899, aged sixty-eight years. His wife preceded him in 1896, aged 
sixty-five years. 

in his native county, Clarence J. Phelps spent his early boyhood and 
received a common school education. Later he attended the Clarkston 
High School in Oakland county, Michigan. In 1878, in the prime of 
young hanhood, he came to Ogemaw county, and here he has ever since 
made his home. On his arrival here he purchased one hundred and 
sixty acres of plains farm land in Foster township, which he improved 
and beautified, and on which he made his home for several years, until 
1887, when he removed to West Branch. In the meantime and since 
his location in the county seat, official honors were his, and so efficiently 
did he perform the duties devolving upon him that his office-holding has 
been almost continuous and has embraced many important positions. 
In 1882 he served as supervisor of Foster township. Later he filled the 
offices of township clerk, highway commissioner and school inspector. 
In 1897, after his removal to West Branch, he was elected clerk of West 
Branch township. Later he was city clerk, and still later mayor, and at 
different times he served as marshal and street commissioner. The most 
important local office in which he served, however, was that of county 
sheriff, to which he was three times elected. He filled that office from 
1886 to 1888, 1896 to 1898, and from 1904 to 1908. And in 1909 he was 
appointed to his present position, that of deputy state fish, game and 
forest warden. 

The year he disposed of his farm, 1897, Mr. Phelps bought a livery 
stable, which he equipped with the best stock and the finest turnouts to 
be found, and this enterprise he conducted until 1901, when he was 
burned out and sustained a loss of over eight thousand dollars. A por- 
tion of his time from 1904 to 1908 he was in the employ of the Ypsilanti 
Paper Company, his duty being to purchase wood for pulp. 

In 1877 Clarence J. Phelps and Miss Emma J. Clark were united in 
marriage, and to them have been given children as follows: Mrs. F. G. 
Canfield; Ray C, manager of the Hot Springs, (S. D.) Electric Plant, 
and Gale C, assistant superintendent of a lumber company in Wiscon- 
sin. Mrs. Phelps, a daughter of Reuben Clark, of Clarkton, Michigan, 
died on the thirty-third anniversary of her marriage, in 1910. 

Mr. Phelps is a Royal Arch Mason and a member of the Maccabees, 
Mystic Workers, Knights of the Grip and of the Iowa Traveling Men's 
Association. 

Frank A. Foster. — A man who has gradually forged ahead in spite 
of all obstacles which beset his path and who has made of success not an 
accident but a logical result is Frank Foster, who is engaged in the 
insurance business in Ludington, Mason county, Michigan. He was 
born at Oshkosh, Wisconsin, on the 25th of March, 1856, and is a son of 
Luther Hall Fester, who was born and reared in the state of Maine, 
whence he came to Wisconsin about the year 1855. He was a lumber- 
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' man by occupation and met his death at the hands of a burglar, who 
shot him, at Ludington. At the time of his demise, in 1876, he was 
secretary of the Pere Marquette Lumber Company. He came to Lud- 
ington in 1866 and prior to that time he had extensive interests in 
Muskegon and other lumber towns. He was active in public affairs in 
this city, being of great assistance in building churches and in promoting 
the various public utilities. He had charge of platting the village of 
Pere Marquette, now the city of Ludington, and the naming of all the 
main streets of Ludington and during his life time was one of the most 
prominent citizens of this city. He organized the Congregational church, 
also the Presbyterian church, and was for a time local commissioner 
under the state land commissioner. He was the prime mover in getting 
the state road through Ludington and was instrumental in securing to 
Ludington the county seat. He was a stalwart Republican in his pol- 
itical proclivities and his death occurred in June, 1876. His father 
was Edward Poster and the Foster genealogy is traced back about 
twelve generations, representatives of this family having come to Amer- 
ica in the year 1700, from England, and different members having 
served as gallant soldiers in the war of the Revolution. Luther H. 
Foster married Lucy Amelia Schraam, a native of Pennsylvania, and 
they became the parents of two sons, — Frank, of this sketch ; and Edward 
C, who is engaged in the lumber business in California. Mrs. Foster 
is still living, residing now with her son, Frank, she having reached 
the age of seventy-nine years. 

Frank Foster was a lad of ten years at the time of his parents' re- 
moval to Ludington, to whose public schx)ols he is indebted for his pre- 
liminary educational training. The town was called Pere Marquette in 
those days. He attended the Muskegon schools during the Civil war 
and after completing the curriculum of the Ludington schools he pur- 
sued an academic course in the Lake Forest Academy, at Lake Forest, 
Illinois, and also attended Olivet College, at Olivet, Michigan. In 1877 
he was matriculated in the University of Michigan, as a member of the 
class of 1881. "When he entered the business world he became interested 
in the lumber industry and in 1880 he purchased a half interest in the 
Will Farrell Sash, Door & Blind Factory at Ludington, continuing to 
be identified with that line of enterprise for a period of one and a half 
years, at the expiration of which time he disposed of his interest to H. 
B. Smith, who still owns and operates the plant. In 1879 he was en- 
gaged in the fire-insurance business and in 1882 he entered into the 
U. S. postal service as a railway postal clerk, in which connection he was 
employed until April, 1887, at which time he was elected county treas- 
urer, continuing incumbent of that office for a period of four years, 
that length of time being the limit of consecutive service. Thereafter he 
was engaged in the manufacturing business for two years but meeting 
with misfortunes he was obliged in 1893 to enter the employ of the 
Pere Marquette Building Association, at the munificent salary of twenty- 
five dollars a month. In the following April he turned his attention 
to the fire-insurance business, in which he has been engaged to the 
present time. In 1900 he was again elected to the office of county 
treasurer, serving another period of four years, and he was also secretary 
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of the Eepublican County Committee, of which he was afterwards 
chairman. He served as county supervisor for five years, serving one 
year as its chairman, and has ever taken an active interest in political 
affairs of a local nature. He is a stanch advocate of the principles and 
policies for which the Eepublican party stands sponsor and his con- 
tribution to the progress and development of Mason county has been of 
the most insistent order. Fraternally he is affiliated with the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias and the Benev- 
olent and Protective Order of Elks. He also holds membership dn the 
time-honored Masonic order, having been high priest in the chapter, 
eminent commander of the Knights Templars and attained to the thirty- 
second degree of Scottish Eite Masonry. He is a director in the State 
Savings Bank in Ludington and ha^ other interests of broad scope and 
importance in Mason county. 

In the year 1884 wa^ solemnized the marriage of Mr. Foster to Miss 
Charlotte Patterson Wood, who was born and reared at Lyons, New 
York, and who was summoned to the life eternal in September, 1905. 
To that union were born two sons, — Luther B. and Edward W. In 
1907 Mr. Poster wedded Miss Hattie Tiedemann, a native of Luding- 
ton, and they have one son, Wallace. Mr. Foster takes a deep interest 
in educational matters, having served as treasurer of the school board 
for some six years, and it seems to be in order here to remark that one 
of Ludington 's school buildings was named after his father, Luther H. 
Foster, as a mark of respect. This was at the request of the older res- 
idents, who remembered with gratefulness his activities in school and 
church affairs. Mr. and Mrs. Foster are prominent in the best social 
circles of Ludington and they hold a secure vantage ground in popular 
confidence and esteem. 

William T. Culver. — Among the leading industrial concerns that 
have given emphatic impetus to the commercial and civic progress and 
prestige of the city of Ludington is the Stearns Salt & Lumber Com- 
pany, of which important corporation Mr. Culver is vice-president. He is 
numbered among the liberal and progressive citizens of this section of 
the fine Wolverine state and thus is specially eligible for representation 
in this volume. He is a scion of one of the sterling pioneer families 
of Michigan and wa^ born on his father ^s farm, in Lenawee county, 
this state, on the 18th of August, 1863. He is a son of Alonzo L. and 
Margaret (Lewis) Culver, the former of whom died when about sixty 
years of age and the latter of whom still maintains her home in the 
city of Cadillac, Michigan. The father likewise was a native of Lenawee 
county, where the family was founded in the early pioneer days, and 
there he was reared to manhood. He was there identified with agri- 
cultural pursuits and lumber operations until 1878, when he removed 
with his family to Cadillac, Wexford county, where he continued to be 
actively identified with lumbering enterprises during the remainder of 
his active business career. He was a man of sterling character and 
strong individuality, and he ever commanded the implicit confidence and 
esteem of his fellow men. His political support was given to the Ee- 
publican party and his religious faith was that of the Congregational 
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church, of which his wife also has long been a zealous member. They 
became the parents of one son and two daughters, all of whom survive 
the honored father. 

William T. Culver gained his rudimentary education in the public 
schools of his native county and was fifteen years of age at the time of 
the family removal to Cadillac, in 1878. There he was reared to maturity 
and there he continued his studies in the public schools until he was 
fourteen years of age. In 1886 he entered the employ of Justus S. 
Stearns, who has long been numbered among the prominent and in- 
fluential citizens of northern Michigan and of whom individual 
mention is made on other pages of this work. In the year men- 
tioned, Mr. Culver assumed charge of his employer's lumber yard 
at Stearns, Lake county, and he gained rapid promotion by reason of 
his effective and faithful service, the ultimate result of which was that, 
in 1898, he was admitted to partnership in the business, which was in- 
corporated about two years later, under the present title of the Stearns 
Salt & Lumber Company. Of this corporation Mr. Culver has since 
been vice-president, and as an active executive of the same he has done 
much to promote the upbuilding of the splendid industrial enterprises 
controlled by the company. He has other capitalistic interests of im- 
portant order and has maintained his residence in Ludington since 
1886, this city being the headquarters of the company of which he is 
vice-president. 

Though he has never had aught of desire to enter the arena of prac- 
tical politics, Mr. Culver is found aligned as a stanch supporter of the 
cause of the Republican party, and he is ever ready to lend his aid and 
influence in the furtherance of measures projected for the general good 
of the community. He is affiliated with the Masonic fraternity and the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and is distinctively popular 
in both the business and social circles of his home city. 

On the 24th of December, 1884, Mr. Culver was united in marriage 
to Miss Sarah Hardy, who was born and reared at Detroit, and they 
have four daughters, — Lelah, Vera, Ruth and Elizabeth. Mrs. Culver 
and her daughters are prominent in connection with the leading social 
activities of Ludington and the family home is a center of gracious 
hospitality. 

Frank W. Hawley. — Incumbent of the office of manager of the 
Stearns Lighting and Power Company, one of the leading industrial 
concerns that give commercial prestige to the thriving city of Lud- 
ington, Mr. Hawley is properly deserving of classification among the 
representative business men of Mason county, and in noting the salient 
points in his career the more interest attaches thereto by reason of the 
fact that he is a native son of the fine old Wolverine commonwealth, 
within the borders of which he has found ample scope for productive 
effort along normal lines of enterprise. A man of alert mentality and 
pronoimced^ business acumen, he has proved a valuable executive and 
administrative officer, the while his course has been such as to gain and 
retain to him th^ inviolable confidence and esteem of those with whom 
he has come in contact in the various relations of life. 
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Frank W. Hawley was born in the city of Muskegon, Michigan, on 
the 3d of May, 1870, and is a son of Smith and Gertrude (Shaffer) Haw- 
ley, the former of whom was born at Brantford, province of Ontario, 
Canada, and the latter in Germany, whence her parents immigrated to 
America! and took up their residence in Clinton county, Michigan, when 
she was a girl. Smith Hawley was reared and educated in his native 
province and about the year 1860 he came thence to Michigan. He had 
learned the trade of millwright and carpenter and found ready requisi- 
tion for his services in this line. For a number of years he maintained 
his home in Muskegon, whence he removed to Ludington in 1871. He 
became one of the pioneer business men of this city, which was then a 
mere village, and finally he purchased a tract of land in Mason county, 
about six miles distant from Ludington, in Summit township, where 
he turned his attention to agricultural pursuits, in which connection 
he reclaimed his farm from a practical wilderness. He still resides on his 
fine homestead and is one of the well known and highly honored citizens 
of the county that has been his home for forty years and in the develop- 
ment and upbuilding of which he has given effective aid. He has lent 
his support to such enterprises as have conserved the social and material 
progress of this favored section of the state and his name merits a place 
on the roster of the honored pioneers of Mason county. He is a Demo- 
crat in his political proclivities. Of their twelve children Frank W. was 
the second in order of birth, and of the number nine attained to yeans 
of maturity, seven sons and two daughters. 

Frank W, Hawley was about one year old at the time the family 
came to Ludington and five years later removal was made to the 
previously mentioned farm in Summit township, where he was reared to 
adult age, in the meanwhile duly availing himself of the advantages of 
the district schools. After completing the curriculum in the Luding- 
ton high school for one year he was a student in the Grand Rapids Bus- 
iness College. After leaving this last mentioned institution he was 
employed for two years as clerk in a mercantile establishment in Lud- 
ington, and he then assumed the position of bookkeeper for the Luding- 
ton Woodenware Company, in the employ of which corporation he con- 
tinued for ten years, at the expiration of which, in 1900, he assumed 
a similar incumbency with the Stearns Salt & Lumber Company, with 
which he has since been actively identified. He has proved a valuable 
factor in connection with the various intere;Sts of Hon. Justus S. 
Stearns, and the latter has shown his appreciation by giving him suc- 
cessive promotions. He is now manager of the Stearns Lighting & 
Power Company, purchasing agent of Stearns Salt and Lumber Com- 
pany, besides which he is manager for the Ludington and Northern Rail- 
way, another of the important corporations of Ludington. 

A resident of Mason county from his infancy to the present day, 
Mr. Hawley naturally takes deep interest in all that touches its welfare, 
and his civic loyalty is of the most insistent order. He is affiliated with 
Ludington Lodge, No. 299, Free & Accepted Masons, of which he is past 
master; Ludington Lodge, No. 736, Benevolent & Protective Order of 
Elks ; and the Knights of Pythias. He enjoys distinctive popularity in 
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both business and social circles in his home city and he and his wife 
are valued factors in its best social activities. 

On the 6th of June, 1896, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Haw- 
ley to Miss Georgia Milligan, daughter of Captain Duncan Milligan, a 
representative citizen of Ludington, and the one child of this union is 
a winsome little daughter, Hannah. 

Henry B. Smith. — The city of Ludington manifests a due measure 
of pride in the stability and impregnable integrity of her many prom- 
inent citizens, and one of the foremost of these is Henry B. Smith, whose 
interests in this locality are of no less than thirty-eight years standing. 
His contribution to progress and development is of no mean order and 
his identification with the industrial world of northern Michigan has 
brought prominence to himself and credit to the state. At the present 
time, in 1911, he is secretary and treasurer of the Ludington Wooden- 
ware Company, in the furthering of whose interests he has been a most 
potent factor. 

Henry B. Smith was bom at Auburn, Geauga county, Ohio, on the 
22nd of July, 1848, and is a son of Lathrop and Caroline (Eggleston) 
Smith, the former of whom was a native of the state of Connecticut and 
the latter of whom was born at Aurora, Ohio. The father was an early 
settler in Geauga county, Ohio, and after his marriage, which occurred 
in Portage county, that state, he located at Chagrin Falls, where he was 
a teamster between that place and Cleveland. Mr. and Mrs. Lathrop 
Smith became the parents of two children, namely, — Henry B. of this 
sketch, and Rumson L., who is a resident of Fort Williams, Canada. Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith were both summoned to the life eternal in the old Buckeye 
state, their deaths having occurred on June 5, 1855, and August 7, 1894, 
respectively. Henry B. is the younger of the two boys and he spent 
his childhood and early youth at Chagrin Falls, to whose public schools 
he is indebted for his preliminary educational training. At the age of 
fifteen years he was fired with boyish enthusiam to serve as a soldier in 
the Union army during the strenuous period of the Civil war. Accord- 
ingly he enlisted in the Ninth Ohio Independent Battery as a soldier in 
the light artillery, serving until the close of the war and being registered 
as a private for about nineteen months. After completing his military 
career he returned to his native state and attended a business college 
at Poughkeepsie for about one year. In 1866 he removed to Birch Run, 
Saginaw county, Michigan, where he engaged in the mercantile and mill 
business for the ensuing two years, at the expiration of which he went 
to New Mexico. He remained in the southwest ^bout one year and then 
returned to Michigan, engaging in the hotel business at Flint. In 1872 
he came to Ludington, Mason county, where he began to run a passenger 
boat between Ludington and Pentwater, continuing to be identified with 
that line of enterprise until 1881, at which time he directed his attention 
to the planing-mill business. In 1889 he became interested in the Lud- 
ington Wooden Ware Company, of which important concern he has 
since been incumbent of the offices of treasurer and secretary. In this 
connection he has done much to advance the interests of the company 
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and he has gained recognition as a man of unusual business acumen 
and executive capacity. 

In the year 1880 Mr. Smith was united in marriage to Miss Nellie 
J. Shackelton, a daughter of Levi and Mary (Tart) Shackelton, of 
Ludington. Mrs. Smith was bom in Grand Haven, Michigan, in 1858, 
and she is a woman of extensive information and most gracious person- 
ality. Four children have been born to this union, one of whom is de- 
ceased, — Mabel C, who became the wife of George Abair. She was born 
on the 1st of January, 1881. The other children are: Howard B., born 
on the 22nd of May, 1882, is engaged as manager of the different 
theaters at Ludington; Mary E., bom April 27, 1885, is the wife of 
George Tripp, of this city; and Bessie C, born on the 25th of June, 1887, 
is the wife of C. B. Kelland, of Detroit, Michigan. 

Mr. Smith is aligned as a stalwart in the ranks of the Republican 
party and he has ever manifested a deep interest in public affairs, 
having acquitted himself with honor and distinction in the various 
offices of trust with which he has been honored. In a fraternal way he 
is affiliated with the great Masonic order and in the same is a member of 
Apollo Commandery, No. 31, Knights Templars, besides which he is 
also a valued and appreciative member of Saladin Temple, Ancient 
Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. For nearly two score 
years has Mr. Smith been a resident of Ludington and during all that 
time he has so lived and conducted himself as to command the unalloyed 
esteem and high regard of his fellow citizens. He and his wife are 
devout members of the Congregational church and it may be said of them 
that the list of their personal friends is coincident with that of their 
acquaintances. 

Henry J. Anderson is a man who honestly lives up to his own 
beliefs. Most people are consumed with anxiety as to what others will 
think of their actions and they govern their conduct according to other 
peoples' ideas. There are other men who are utterly regardless of what 
people will think and to show their independence they go ahead and do 
exactly the opposite of the approved, generally accepted standards. 
There are, however, just a few men who take the pains to find out in 
their own minds the right course to pursue and they follow that, re- 
gardless of everything. Such a man is Mr. Anderson, positive in his 
views without being headstrong. 

He was born on a farm in Benona township, Oceana county, Michi- 
gan, October 15, 1874. He was the son of Christian and Risa Anderson, 
who were both born in Norway and there received their education. Mrs. 
Anderson's maiden name was Solam, and soon after their marriage they 
came to America, arriving in this country in 1865. They came at once 
to Michigan, where they took up a homestead, the farm on which Henry 
was born. The ground was covered with heavy timber and was very 
valuable. Mr. Anderson died in 1880 and his wife in 1886. 

Henry spent his boyhood days on the farm, attending the district 
school as soon as he was old enough to walk there. In the summer he 
helped with the farm work and in the winter he went to school until he 
was seventeen years old. He then went to Big Rapids, where he entered 
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the Ferris Institute, taking a general business course. He later took a 
special course in bookkeeping and became very proficient in that branch. 
In 1895 he came to Jennings, where he accepted the position of head 
bookkeeper for Mitchell Brothers. He held this position for ten years, 
when he was promoted to the position of general manager and buyer for 
their store. Since that time he has had practically full charge of the 
store. In June, 1902, he was appointed to the position of postmaster of 
Jennings, fulfilling the duties required in addition to his work in the 
store. 

In 1902 he was married to Miss Rose Wilson, a native of Jennings, 
Michigan. She is the daughter of John and Rose (McCormick) Wilson 
and her father is assistant engineer of the mill, Mr. and Mrs. Anderson 
have one child, Dorothy Helen, born in August, 1908. 

Mr. Anderson is a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks, and also of the Maccabees. He is a Republican in political 
sympathies and has for years been school inspector, taking a great in- 
terest in all matters pertaining to education. Although the family are 
Lutherans in religious belief, they do not confine their good works to 
aiding the followers of that faith, but give freely to any and all worthy 
objects. Both Mr. and Mrs. Anderson are very hospitable and their 
friends are always sure of a hearty welcome from them both. 

Rev. Dennis E. Malone. — Rev. Father Malone, pastor of St. Simon's 
church at Ludington, is one of the valued members of the Catholic clergy 
of Michigan. His association with spiritual affairs at this place has been 
since September, 1910, and it is his ambition to carry to fruition the 
ideas of that honored and beloved priest. Father Lawrence Haydn, 
whose death occurred in 1909, and who for sixteen years presided with 
remarkable wisdom over the spiritual affairs of the church, making all 
hearts his own and enjoying the admiration and respect of clergy and 
laity. 

Father Malone is a native son of the state, his birth having occurred 
at Dennison, Ottawa county, Michigan, February 5, 1870. His parents 
were Patrick and Catherine (Goden) Malone, the former a native of 
Ireland and the latter of the state of New York. He is one of a family 
of seven children, five of whom are sons and two daughters, and all 
of whom grew to maturity, the number remaining intact at the present 
time. He received his preliminary education in the schools of Coopers- 
ville, from whose higher department he was graduated in 1886. In 
preparation for the work of the priesthood he studied for five years in 
Assumption College, at Sandwich, Province of Ontario, Canada, and for 
an equal length of time in the theological seminary at Montreal, from 
which he was graduated as a member of the class of 1896. In the same 
year Father Malone was ordained by Rt. Rev. Henry Joseph Richter, 
and his first pastoral charge was at Midland, Michigan, where for four- 
teen years he labored for the spiritual and material uplifting of his 
people. He constructed new churches at Clare and Auburn, a new resi- 
dence at Vernon and purchased a block centrally located in Midland and 
moved his church thereon. He then found himself at the head of the 
parish at Ludington by the removal by death of the former pastor, Fa- 
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ther Lawrence Haydn, his installation in St. Simon's church occurring 
in the September of the year following Father Haydn's lamented demise. 
The church now numbers about four hundred families, making it one 
of the most important parishes in the northern part of the state. Fa- 
ther Malone has as his able coadjutor and assistant Rev. Felix Vogt, 
and in connection with the church is maintained an excellent parochial 
school which offers a curriculum of the same order as the secular high 
school. There is a teaching force numbering nine at the present time 
and some four hundred pupils are enrolled. 

St. Simon's church of Ludington has the distinction of being the 
largest English church in northern Michigan. It was established in 
the year 1870 and has experienced a steady and wholesome growth, and 
with the additions that Father Malone has planned in school, church 
and pastorate it will be one of the most complete parishes in north 
ern Michigan and a credit to Mason county. 

Eugene M. Beach, manager of the Ogemaw Grain and Seed Com- 
pany, "West Branch, Michigan, was born in Saginaw county, this state, 
in 1879, a son of M. S. Beach, one of the worthy citizens of Saginaw. 
His early education Eugene M. received in the district schools near his 
home, and later he attended high school in Genesee county. He began 
his business career as a clerk, and in that capacity has been employed 
by different firms. He identified himself with his present business about 
seven years ago, and the past four years has been manager of the plant 
at West Branch. This business is owned by a stock company of Sag- 
inaw, was established in 1906, and has a plant covering a quarter of an 
acre, the building being two stories high and forty by sixty feet in di- 
mensions. The company deals extensively in grain, beans, hay, potatoes, 
seed, wool, etc., which it ships in large quantities, and it also handles 
coal and builders' supplies, including cement. And under Mr. Beach's 
careful management the concern is in a flourishing condition. 

In 1906 Mr. Beach married Miss Anna M. ShuUer, by whom he has 
one son, Russell E. The fraternal organizations with which he is iden- 
tified are the Maccabees, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and the 
Free and Accepted Masons, and in his Masonic lodge he fills the office' 
of senior warden. 

Fred H. Pratt. — ^Worthy of recognition in this publication as one 
of the representative members of the bar of northern Michigan, Mr. 
Pratt is incumbent of the office of prosecuting attorney of Grand Trav- 
erse county, and his long retention of this position stands as voucher 
both for his professional ability and personal popularity. He has been 
engaged in the practice of law in Traverse City since 1895 and has ex- 
emplified in most emphatic way the true ethical code of his profession, 
which he has honored by his effective efforts and sterling integrity of 
purpose. He is a scion of the third generation of the Pratt family in 
Michigan, with whose history the name has been identified during prac- 
tically the entire period since the state was admitted to the Union. 

Mr. Pratt was bom in Deerfield township, Livingston county, Michi- 
gan, on the 18th day of May, 1876, and is a son of James A. and Eliza- 
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beth (McKane) Pratt, the former of whom died in 1907 and the latter 
of whom still resides at Fenton, Livingston county. The father likewise 
was bom in Deerfield township, that county, in 1841, and there he as- 
sisted in reclaiming a farm from the wilderness. He eventually became 
one of the representative agriculturists of that section of the state and 
was influential in public affairs of a local order. His entire life was 
guided and governed by the highest of principles and he ever commanded 
secure vantage ground in the confidence and esteem of his fellow men. 
He held various township offices and continued to be actively identified 
with agricultural pursuits until he was well advanced in years. He 
finally retired from active labor and passed the closing years of his life 
in the village of Fenton. He was a staunch advocate of the principles 
of the Republican party and his religious faith was that of the Presby- 
terian church, of which his wife also has long been a devoted member. 
They became the parents of three children, of whom Fred H., of this 
review, is the second in order of birth ; Edwin is a resident of Howell, 
where he is engaged in mercantile business ; and Clara Belle is the wife 
of John R. Adams, of Los Angeles, California. 

James and Claiissa (Thompson) Pratt, grandparents of him whose 
name initiates this sketch, took up their residence in Deerfield township, 
Livingston county, Michigan, in 1837, the year of the admission of the 
state to the Union. The former was a native of the state of New York, 
where he was bom in the year 1802, and the latter was born in Maine, 
in 1810. James Pratt was one of the vigorous and honored pioneers 
of Livingston county and was prominently identified with the develop- 
ment and upbuilding of the same. He reclaimed from the forest a pro- 
ductive farm and he passed the latter days of his life in the village of 
Fentonville, now known as Fenton, located not far distant from his 
old homestead, and in the adjoining county of Oenesee. His widow at- 
tained to the remarkable age of ninety-six years and was summoned to 
the life eternal in 1906, his death having occurred in 1881. Of their four 
children it may be recorded that John is a resident of the state of Col- 
orado ; James A. was the father of the subject of this review ; Edwin S. 
is a representative member of the bar of Grand Traverse county and is 
individually mentioned on other pages of this work; and Jay F. is a 
successful farmer of Livingston county. 

The boyhood days of Fred H. Pratt were passed on the old home- 
stead farm which was the place of his birth, and after completing the 
curriculum of the public schools of Fenton he attended the State Normal 
School in that city for three years. In 1892 he came to Traverse City 
and began reading law under the effective preceptorship of his uncle, 
Edwin S. Pratt, and finally he entered the law department of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, in which he was graduated as a member of the 
class of 1895 and from which he received his degree of Bachelor of 
Laws. He had been admitted to the bar of his native state in the pre- 
ceding year, and immediately after his graduation he engaged in the 
practice of his profession in Traverse City, where he has since main- 
tained his home and where he has gained indubitable prestige as one of 
the strong and resourceful advocates and well fortified counselors of 
the bar of this section of the state. He has been unfaltering in his de- 



1170 HISTORY OF NORTHERN MICHIGAN 

votion to the work of his profession and his success has been a logical 
result. In 1896 he was elected circuit-court commissioner and he re- 
tained this position for two years. In 1899 he wa^ elected prosecuting 
attorney of Grand Traverse county, and the best attestation to the effi- 
ciency and acceptability of his administration of the affairs of this ex- 
acting office was that accorded by his re-election in 1901. In 1906 he 
was again called to this office, to which he was re-elected in 1908, and 
again in the election of November, 1910. As public prosecutor he has 
made a specially admirable record, and none has been more zealous in 
the enforcement of law and the conservation of equity and justice 
through service in this important position. He is deeply appreciative 
of the dignity and responsibility of his profession and in connection 
with the same is an exponent of its highest ideals, from whieh there are 
all too many lapses on the part of its representatives. In politics Mr. 
Pratt gives unfaltering allegiance to the Republican party and he has 
given effective service in behalf of its cause. He is a member of the 
Traverse City Board of Trade and as a citizen he is essentially progres- 
sive and loyal. He holds membership in the Lincoln Club, is affiliated 
with Traverse City Lodge, No. 222, Free & Accepted Masons; Traverse 
City Chapter, No. 102, Royal Arch Masons; Traverse City Command- 
ery, No. 41, Knights Templars; and with the local organizations of the 
Enights of Pythiaa and Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

On the 27th of June, 1900, Mr. Pratt was united in marriage to Miss 
Rose Leonard, who was born in Deerfield township, Livingston county, 
this state, and who was a schoolmate of her husband in the village of 
Fenton. She is a daughter of William and Margaret (Scott) Leonard, 
who now reside in Fenton, where the father is living virtually retired, 
after many years of active identification with agricultural pursuits. He 
is a Republican in his political proclivities and both he and his wife 
hold membership in the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. and Mrs. 
Pratt have one son, Leonard, who was born on the 23d of January, 1902. 

Fred Powell is a conspicuous figure in the business world of Glad- 
win, Michigan, in which city he has been engaged in the hardware and 
furniture enterprise since 1897. He formerly conducted an undertak- 
ing establishment in connection with his present line of business but 
abandoned it in 1910. Mr. Powell was born in Orleans county, New 
York, on the 20th of July, 1863, a son of John B. and Mary (Money) 
Powell, both of whom were born and reared in England, whence they 
emigrated to America in 1851, locating in Orleans county, New York. 
In 1883 John B. Powell moved to the state of Michigan, where he en- 
gaged in the agricultural business. He now maintains his home in Glad- 
win and of his nine children six are still living, — ^Mrs. W. R. Gunn, 
Gertrude, Alice, Fred (of this sketch), Archie B. and Irving W. 

Mr. Powell is indebted to the public schools of Genesee county, Michi- 
gan, for his educational training, having there also pursued a course in a 
business college. That he put his scholastic attainments to good use is 
evident when it is stated that for thirteen years he was engaged in teach- 
ing in various districts in Michigan. In 1892 he became agent for a 
piano and later a stationery store, with headquarters at Saginaw, and 
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he was a traveling salesman for those concerns for a period of five years 
prior to his locating in Gladwin. His present place of business consists 
of a store thirty by eighty feet in lateral dimensions, besides which he 
also requires the use of two large storehouses. He is now engaged in 
the erection of a store building forty-five by one hundred and twenty-six 
feet, tw^o stories high, with basement. He controls a large and lucrative 
trade and is most popular in this city as a salesman and citizen. He 
has been a resident of Gladwin county since 1896 and has maintained 
his home at Gladwin since 1900. Mr. Powell is a Democrat in his politi- 
cal proclivities and he has been a member of the board of education for 
eight years. In 1908 he was nominated on the Democratic ticket for 
state senator, but owing to normal political exigencies he met with de- 
feat at the ensuing election. Fraternally he is connected with the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows and he and his wife are zealous members 
of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Mr. Powell has been twice married. In 1888 he was united to Miss 
Carrie Ayers, and they became the parents of one son, Max R., who was 
born on the 7th of May, 1890. In 1892 was solemnized his marriage to 
Miss Nellie B. Jones, a daughter of James B. Jones, of Millington, 
Michigan. No children have been born to the latter union. Essentially 
progressive and enterprising, Mr. Powell has gradually worked his way 
upward to a position of prominence in the business world, where he is 
recognized as a man of impregnable integrity and marked capacity. 
Courteous and affable in manner, the circle of his friends is constantly 
broadening and he enjoys the high regard of all with whom he comes in 
contact. His is one of the finest homes in the city. 

James Foley. — Like many other representative citizens of northern 
Michigan, Mr. Foley claims the old Empire state of the Union as the 
place of his nativity, and he is to be designated as one of the pioneer 
representatives of the great lumbering industry in northern Michigan. 
He came to Ludington, his present place of abode, when a youth of 
twenty years, and he has resided in this section of the state for more 
than forty years, within which he has witnessed and aided in its devel- 
opment from a veritable wilderness to a position of opulent prosperity. 
Through his own energies and powers he has gained large and worthy 
success as one of the world's productive workers, and the esteem accorded 
him indicates adequately the sterling character of the man. 

Mr. Foley was .born in Ontario county. New York, on the 25th of 
October, 1844, and is a son of James and Ellen (Callahan) Foley, both 
of whom were born in Ireland, where the former was reared to maturity 
and whence the latter came with her parents to America when she was 
a child. James Foley, Sr., was a young man at the time when he left 
the fair Emerald Isle to seek his fortunes in the United States. He 
was for a number of years engaged in agricultural pursuits in Ontario 
county, New York, and in 1852 he removed thence with his family to 
Wisconsin and settled in the vicinity of Watertown, Jefferson county. 
He became one of the pioneer settlers of that county and there reclaimed 
a farm from the wilderness. Both he and his wife continued to reside 
in that county until their death, and were earnest, industrious and 
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God-fearing folk, well meriting the respect and confidence so uniformly 
accorded to them and both being devout communicants of the Catholic 
church. Of their thirteen children nine attained to years of maturity 
and he whose name introduces this article was the fourth in order of 
birth. 

James Foley, the immediate subject of this review, was a lad of eight 
years at the time of the family removal to the wilds of Wisconsin, where 
he was reared to adult age on the pioneer farm, in the development of 
which he early began to lend his aid, the while his educational advan- 
tages were limited to an irregular attendance in the primitive common 
schools of the locality and period. At the age of twenty years Mr. Foley 
severed the home ties and initiated his independent career. He was de- 
pendent upon his own resources, and these were summed up in integrity 
of purpose, industrious habits, ambition and alert mentality. He made 
his way across Lake Michigan to Ludington and he continued to be em- 
ployed by the month in the lumber woods of this section of the state 
until 1871, when he engaged in business for himself, by contracting for 
the getting out of logs. Good management and close application brought 
success to him and he eventually became one of the representative fac- 
tors in connection with the lumbering operations in this section. He 
continued to be actively identified with this line of enterprise for fully 
thirty-five' years, and, as he himself has stated, he did not permit him- 
self to indulge in a definite vacation during all this time. In 1897, after 
having accumulated a competency through his well directed endeavors 
and judicious investments, Mr. Foley retired from the lumber business, 
and he has since given his attention principally to the supervision of 
his fine farm, which comprises one hundred and fifty acres and which 
is eligibly located four miles east of Ludington. Under his personal di- 
rection he reclaimed this tract from the wilderness, and through his 
progressive policy and lively interest in the same he has done much to 
exploit the natural resources of Mason county since the waning of the 
lumber industry. He has brought his farm under effective cultivation 
and the same is devoted to diversified agriculture and to the raising of 
excellent grades of live stock, while the permanent improvements are of 
the best order. Mr. Foley is vice-president of the First National Bank 
of Ludington and has other capitalistic and real-estate interests. His 
attractive r^idence property in Ludington has been his home for the 
past sixteen years, and, with the mental and physical vigor of a man 
many years his junior he is fully enjoying the gracious rewards of 
former yeai'S of toil and endeavor. He recalls with due appreciation 
that when he made his advent in Ludington, in 1864, after walking the 
entire distance from Grand Haven to this point, his cash capital was 
summed up in the amount of sixty-nine cents, so that he was at that 
time hardly eligible for the position which he now holds as vice-presi- 
dent of one of the substantial banking institutions of this part of the 
state. 

In politics Mr. Foley has ever given a stalwart allegiance to the 
cause of the Democratic party, and as a citizen he is loyal and public- 
spirited, with weU defined views as to matters of political polity. He 
and his wife are communicants of the Catholic church and he is affili- 
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ated with the Ludington organizations of the Knights of Columbus and 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

In the year 1873 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Foley to Miss 
Lavina Parker, daughter of Miles and Susan Parker, who were sterling 
pioneers of Ludington. Mr. and Mrs. Foley had the following children : 
Mabel, deceased ; Rose Ellen, the wife of Louis P. Yocky, manager of the 
American Radiator Company in Brussels, Belgium ; and Laura C, now 
with her sister in Brussels. 

Henry C. Hutton. — It is gratifying to be able to present in this 
publication specific mention of so many of the representative members 
of the bar of the section to which the edition is devoted, and in this 
category a place of distinction may consistently be given to Mr. Hutton, 
who is engaged in the successful practice of his profession in the city 
of Ludington and who is recognized as one of the leading members of 
the bar of Mason county. He is a man of fine professional attainments 
and his career as a lawyer has been marked by exceptional experience 
and important work. Since establishing his home in Ludington he has 
been called upon to serve in various offices of public trust, and this fact 
sufficiently vouches for the hold which he retains upon popular confi- 
dence and esteem. 

Mr. Hutton claims the old Green Mountain state as the place of his 
nativity, as he was born at Springfield, Windsor county, Verraont, on 
the 7th of December, 1859, and he is a son of Henry H. and Helen B. 
(Whiting) Hutton, the former of whom was born at Brampton, province 
of Ontario, Canada, and the latter in the city of Boston, Massachusetts, 
where their marriage was solemnized. Henry H. Hutton was graduated 
in Syracuse University, in the city of Syracuse, New York, and he be- 
came a distinguished representative of the pedagogic profession. In 
this connection he served as superintendent of the public schools of 
various cities, and his last incumbency was that of superintendent of 
schools in Passaic, New Jersey, where he died at the age of seventy-six 
years. His father was a native of Scotland and upon emigratiug to 
America became a farmer in the vicinity of Brampton, Ontario, where 
he continued to reside until his death. Mrs. Helen E. (Whiting) Hut- 
ton was graduated in a conservatory of music at Lima, New York, and 
was a successful teacher of music, in which vocation she was engaged in 
Nova Scotia prior to her marriage. She is a woman of most gracious 
personality and marked culture and, now venerable in years, she main- 
tains her home at Blairstown, New Jersey. She is a devoted member of 
the Presbyterian church, as was also her husband. They became the 
parents of two sons and one daughter, all of whom are living, and of 
the number the eldest is he whose name introduces this sketch. Miss 
Gertrude E., who was graduated in the New England Conservatory of 
Music, in the city of Boston, is a successful and popular teacher of 
vocal music at Blairstown Academy, and Robert M. is an accountant at 
Passaic, New Jersey. 

Henry C. Hutton passed his boyhood days at Waverly, Tioga county, 
New York, and there he was afforded the advantages of the public 
schools. After completing the curriculum of the high school he began 
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reading law under the effective preceptorship of Charles A. Clark, a 
prominent member of the bar of Owego, New York, and by close applica- 
tion he made rapid progress in his studies, with the result that he was 
admitted to the bar of the old Empire state, at Albany, in February, 
1883, upon oral and written examination before the supreme court of 
the state. Prior to this he has served four years as clerk of the surrogate 
court of Tioga county, New York, and he retained this position for one 
year after his admission to the bar. He then secured a position in the 
office of the celebrated law firm of Goodrich, Deady & Piatt, 59 Wall 
street. New York city, and in this connection he followed the work of 
his profession for the ensuing two years. He then removed to Kansas 
and established his residence in Westmoreland, Pottawatomie county, 
where he maintained his home for eight years. He came to Michigan 
in 1894, and established his home in Ludington. Here he formed a 
professional partnership with Hon. R. P. Bishop, and this effective al- 
liance continued until the election of Mr. Bishop to congress, in 1894, 
since which time Mr. Hutton has conducted an individual practice. He 
has been identified with much important litigation, is known as a re- 
sourceful and versatile trial lawyer and retains a large and representa- 
tive clientage. He has deep appreciation of the dignity of his profession 
and has honored the same by his character and services. He has served 
several years as city attorney of Ludington and is the present incum- 
bent of this office. He was for eight consecutive years circuit-court 
commissioner for Mason county, and in 1904 he was elected prosecuting 
attorney of the county, a position which he retained for two years. In 
politics Mr. Hutton accords an uncompromising allegiance to the Re- 
publican party and he has given effective service in behalf of its cause. 
He is affiliated with the Masonic fraternity and the Knights of Pythias, 
and both he and his wife hold membership in the First Congregational 
church of their home city, where Mrs. Hutton is a popular factor in con- 
nection with the best social activities of the community. 

On the 8th of March, 1886, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Hut- 
ton to Miss Helen A. Waterman, daughter of the late John B. Water- 
man, a representative citizen of Salem, Washtenaw county, Michigan. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hutton have one son and three daughters, — Ruth E., Ken- 
neth W., Gertrude M. and Harriet E. 

Mr. Hutton has shown a deep interest in all that has tended to ad- 
vance the civic and material prosperity of his attractive home city and 
has given his aid and influence in support of enterprises and measures 
projected for the general good of the community. He is a valued mem- 
ber of the Ludington Board of Trade and is secretary of the same at 
the time of this writing, 

W. Ernest Blake. — America owes much of her progress and ad- 
vancement to a position foremost among the nations of the world to her 
newspapers; and in no line has the incidental broadening out of the 
sphere of usefulness been more marked than in this same line of journal- 
ism. Michigan has enlisted in its newspaper field some of the strongest 
intellects in the nation — men of broad mental grasp, cosmopolitan ideas 
and notable business sagacity. Prominent among the younger genera- 
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tion of journalists and one who bids fair to add in no small measure 
to its prestige is W. Ernest Blake, editor of the Scottville Enterprise. 
He is bound to this locality by many ties, among them the primary tie 
of birth, for his eyes first opened to the light of day in Amber township, 
about five miles west of the town of Scottville, the date of this event 
being August 21, 1885. 

The father of the subject is Charles J. Blake, a well-known and 
highly respected citizen connected with the Lewellyn Produce Company 
of Scottville. He is a native of Vermont and it was in the Green Moun- 
tain state that he was reared and educated and trained to the calling of 
an agriculturist. When a young man he moved to Michigan and lo- 
cated on a farming property near Scottville and there he engaged in 
the various departments of farming until he accepted his present posi- 
tion in the year 1893. An exception must be made of a short period in 
which he was employed as an engineer in the Bowl Mill. 

The elder Mr. Blake married Flora A. Rice, a native of Michigan and 
a daughter of Oren Rice. For several years previous to her marriage 
with the subject's father she had taught in the schools of Amber town- 
ship. Their union resulted in seven children, two of whom are deceased. 
He whose name initiates this review is the eldest in order of birth, and 
the others are Bela, Warren, Stanley and Evelyn. All of these young 
people can claim Amber township as their birthplace. Mr. Charles J. 
Blake is a life-long Republican and he is not without experience in 
public life, being a member of the village council. Fraternally he is a 
member of the Maccabees and of the Modern Romans and in his church 
faith his convictions are with the Methodist Episcopal denomination. 

W. Ernest Blake received his earliest educational discipline in the 
district schools of his native township and later he attended the Scott- 
ville schools. His first employment was as a printer on the Enterprise^ 
but eventually he gratified an ambition to identify himself with the 
''Fourth Estate,'' and bought out Mr. Oren Oldt, of the partnership of 
Oldt & Rinehart, their publishing company then being known as Rine- 
hart & Company. In the course of time Mr. Rinehart sold his interest 
and Mr. Blake took into association with himself Miss Etta Darke, the 
present caption of the company being Darke & Blake. Mr. Blake's 
identification with the Enterprise, which is the only newspaper in 
Scottville, dates from the year 1898. The Enterprise was established 
in 1873 by John Bryant, is issued weekly and under its present man- 
agement is a reliable informant of the current happenings of the local- 
ity and a moulder of public opinion. It is Republican in politics, its 
editor having from the beginning of his career as a voter given his heart 
and hand to the principles and policies of what its admirers delight in 
calling ''the Grand Old Party." 

Mr. Blake belongs to the ancient and august Masonic order, in which 
he is a popular member, and he is also affiliated with the Modern Ro- 
mans and the Loyal Legion. He is unmarried. 

Donald Johnson, M, D. — This is an age of progress, and America 
is the exponent of the spirit of the age. In the beginning of the present 
century our country was in its infancy, and history shows no parallel 



1176 HISTORY OF NORTHERN MICHIGAN 

for its growth and achievements. No other country has made as great 
advancement in the lines of science and mechanical invention and the 
superiority of her inventions has been widely recognized throughout 
the civilized world. In this steady growth and development which has 
characterized the age, the science of medicine and surgery has kept pace 
with the general progress and one of the progressive and well-known 
representatives of these professions in northern Michigan is Dr. Donald 
Johnson, of Marion, Osceola county, Michigan. By the circumstance of 
birth he is a Canadian, his eyes having first opened to the light of day in 
Bruce county, Ontario, on June 3, 1862. His father, Gilbert Johnson, 
was a Canadian farmer and a native of Ontario, and the subject's grand- 
parents were natives of Scotland, so that by all the rights of heritage 
Dr. Johnson is possessor of those particularly stanch and praiseworthy 
traits generally accredited to natives of the ''land o' cakes," and their 
descendants. The maiden name of the mother of the subject was Sibella 
McKay, she being a daughter of Donald and Jane (Douglas) McKay, 
and a native Canadian, and like her husband she is of Scotch descent. 
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Johnson became the parents of a family of nine 
children, all of whom were born in Canada. To enumerate, they are: 
Gilbert, Katherine (deceased), Donald, James, John, George, William, 
Jane and Alexander, the latter a druggist at Midland, Michigan. 

Donald Johnson was reared in Canada, and there received his com- 
mon school, high school, and medical education. Early having come 
to a conclusion to adopt the medical profession as his own he mar- 
triculated in the Trinity Medical College at Toronto, Ontario, now 
affiliated with Toronto University, and was graduated from that insti- 
tution in 1891, with the well-earned degree of doctor of medicine. He 
also took the examination prescribed by the Ontario College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons as well as that prescribed by Trinity University. 
In that same year he came to Osceola county and located at Marion, 
where he began his medical practice. This was his maiden effort with 
the exception of about three months previously spent in Ontario. His 
practice has grown with the years and he enjoys excellent standing both 
with the profession and the laity. 

On the 21st of September, 1893, Dr. Johnson a^umed marital rela- 
tions, the lady to become his wife being Miss Jane Thomson, bom in 
Ontario of Scotch-Irish descent, her parents having been James M. and 
Mary Jane (Murdy) Thomson. This union has been blessed by the birth 
of six children, all of whom are particularly loyal to Marion, for it was 
within its boundaries that all of them were bom. They are by name : 
Mary, John, Mark, Prank, Gilbert and Jane. 

Dr. Johnson gives to polities only the interest of the intelligent voter 
and subscribes to the articles of faith of the Democratic party. His 
fraternal affiliations are with the Knights of Pythias and with those or- 
ganizations whose chief purpose is to bring about the unity and progress 
of the medical profession, — ^namely the County, State, and American 
Medical Associations. 

Charles Wood. — There is no vocation to which a man may turn his 
attention which does not require the master mind along that particular 









^^M.^ 4yi-f>^^ 



HISTORY OF NORTHERN MICHIGAN 1177 

line if the work be well executed. Men of genius are not always the 
men whom we find in cities and within palatial walls. We find them on 
the farm and in the wilderness far from civilization, yet part of civiliza- 
tion and contributing to its needs and comforts. Charles Wood, whose 
name introduces this review, is a genius in his line — ^the lumber business 
— and to his genius has been added hard work and infinite pains in his 
calculations. Beginning as a boy in his teens he has followed the lumber 
camp all his life, and as a result has a perfect knowledge of wood craft 
in all its various branches. Indeed, there is perhaps no man in northern 
Michigan so expert in this line as is Mr. Wood. 

Charles Wood was born in Picts, Nova Scotia, February 20, 1844, 
sixth in the family of sixteen children of George and Hannah (Weaver) 
Wood. His early boyhood was spent in Canada, and in 1857 he came 
over into the United States and became a resident of St. Clair county, 
Michigan. In 1867-68, he was the youngest lumberman in the Saginaw 
valley, where he operated a camp of eighteen men and six yoke of oxen, 
twenty miles from the nearest settlement. A part of the time that year 
they used horses to tow their boats and provisions up the Saginaw 
river. For twenty-one years Mr. Wood was foreman of lumber camps, 
fifteen years of that time in the employ of A. W. Wright. In 1860, when 
only fourteen years of age, he began making estimates of timber, and 
in the course of a few years he became so true in his judgment and so 
accurate in his calculations that he could determine the amount of lum- 
ber in a given tract of timber land by merely walking through it. He 
estimated about two hundred and fifty million feet of lumber in the 
Upper Peninsula, and it would be impossible to give anything like an 
accurate amount of the lumber he has estimated in the Lower Penin* 
sula, as it runs into the billions. He has estimated lumber deals which 
netted twenty billions feet. To this branch of the business he has for 
years given his chief attention in the south-west and Canada. Among 
the firms which have employed him are Frank Perry, Eddy Avery, Eddy 
Brothers, and P. C. Smally of Bay City; E. D. Foss and A. W. Wright 
and Henry, of Port Huron, and Hall Munson of Bay Mills. He lum- 
bered on his own account over 400,000,000 feet of lumber. 

Since 1880 Mr. Wood has been a resident of West Branch, where he 
owns a handsome residence. On May 18, 1866, he married Miss Ruth A. 
Wallace, daughter of Joshua Wallace, and to them have been given six 
children, namely: Sarah, born September 18, 1868; Ida M., May 1, 
1870 ; Arilla, March 2, 1872 ; Josephine in April, 1875 ; Ami W., April 
10, 1878, died December, 1890 ; and Maud L., November 3, 1887. Mrs. 
Wood was born December 31, 1848. 

Socially Mr. Wood is a member of the Masonic fraternity, in which 
he has advanced to the Knights Templar degree. 

George H. Spencer. — In an enumeration of the representative cit- 
izenship of Bast Jordan must be mentioned George H. Spencer, a plumb- 
ing and heating contractor, and a live, progressive and estimable young 
man. He is admirably equipped, understanding his business from the 
ground up and also being a skilled sheet metal worker. He has been 



1178 HISTOEY OF NORTHERN MICHIGAN 

established in this place since November, 1904, succeeding William 
Spencer, who in turn succeeded W. A. Loveday in 1902. 

Mr. Spencer is a native son of the state of Michigan, his birth having 
occurred at White Fish Lake, Chippewa county, November 19, 1879. 
His parents, Charles and Sarah (Plant) Spencer, are also natives of 
the state. When a small boy, young George went farther afield, his 
parents removing to Ashton, Dakota, and it was there that his studies 
were inaugurated. The family returned to Hungerford, Michigan, in 
course of time, and in that place for three years the subject's studies 
were continued. At an early age, Mr. Spencer decided to adopt a com- 
mercial career and to this end he entered the Ferris Institute at Big 
Rapids where he secured the advantage of a thorough business course. 
After coming to East Jordan, Mr. Spencer learned the plumbing and 
tinner's trade and soon gained no small proficiency in these useful de- 
partments. For a season he was employed at Sault Ste. Marie, in his 
trade, and later he went to Mackinac Island, where he did a part of the 
fitting in one of the great hotels constructed at the beautiful summer 
resort. From Mackinac he went to Gaylord, Michigan, where he was 
engaged for a time. Meantime the charms and advantages of East 
Jordan had remained vivid with him and he returned to enter into part- 
nership with William Spencer, the subject subsequently buying out 
that gentleman's interest in the business. His present responsibilities 
are of the most important character, for he has charge of the village 
water connections, doing all the estimating for the work and making 
the connections. This work is such as to render necessary the employ- 
ment of from six to eight men. Electrical work, such as the wiring of 
houses and cost estimate of the same, is one of his several fields of use- 
fulness. 

Mr. Spencer is a popular and prominent lodge man, finding much 
pleasure and profit in his fraternal relations which extend to the Knights 
of Pythias, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and the Wood- 
men of the World. In his political faith he gives his allegiance to the 
men and measures of the Republican party, while to all public spirited 
enterprises he may be counted upon to give his support. 

Orrin E. Hawkins. — It is a matter of keenest pleasure to the pub- 
lishers of this work to here accord recognition to Orrin E. Hawkins, an 
old newspaper man in this section of Michigan and the present editor 
and publisher of the Mmicelona Herald^ a paper widely renowned for 
its liberal policies and splendid editorials. Mr, Hawkins has resided 
in the old Wolverine state during the major portion of his active career 
and he has ever been on the alert and enthusiastically in sympathy with 
all measures and enterprises advanced for the good of the general wel- 
fare. He was born at Sparta, Pennsylvania, on the 22d of February, 
1858, and is a son of A. B. Hawkins, who was bom in New York. The 
father established the family home in Monroe county, Michigan, in the 
year 1862, locating on a farm in the vicinity of Deerfield in the follow- 
ing year. He died in 1877, but the mother is still living. 

Mr. Hawkins, of this notice, was a child of but four years of age at 
the time of his parents' removal to Michigan and he received his early 
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educatio^al training in the public schools of Deerfield. At the age of 
fifteen years he went to Dundee, Michigan, where he entered upon an 
apprenticeship at the printer's trade. He next worked in a printing 
office at Adrian, Michigan, and then entered the office of the Raisin 
Valley Record at Tecumseh, this state, where he remained for a period 
of two years, at the expiration of which, in 1878, he returned to Deer- 
field, there founding the Deerfield Record. In 1884 he disposed of his 
interest in that paper and went to Milan, where he was connected with 
the Milan Journal for fourteen months. For three years thereafter he 
operated the Saline Observer and for a period of five years was inter- 
ested in the Eaton Rapids Herald. He then, in 1894, went to the city 
of Detroit, where he published the North Side Gazette for two years. 
Disposing of that publication he next located at Blissfield, Michigan, 
there becoming publisher and editor of the Blissfield Advayice. In 1899 
he assumed charge of the Tecumseh News, which he conducted with 
marked success for some six years, at the end of which, in 1906, he es- 
tablished his home at Mancelona, where he purchased the Mancelona 
Herald and where he has continued to reside during the intervening 
years to the present time. This paper was founded in 1879 by Edwards 
& Slusser, the latter of whom bought out the partnership and finally 
disposed of his interest to J. S. Hamaker. Mr. Hawkins purchased the 
paper and its well equipped plant from Mr. Hamaker and he has since 
been most successfully engaged in the editing and publishing of it. 

In the year 1888 was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Hawkins to 
Miss Mary A. Crolius, of Milan, Michigan. Mrs. Hawkins was born ^t 
Oswego, New York, whence she accompanied her parents, James and 
Louise (Millross) Crolius, to Michigan in 1873. The Crolius family 
located at Detroit, where the father was traveling salesman for a large 
concern for a number of years. Mr. Crolius was a gallant and faithful 
soldier in the Union army in the Civil war, for a period of three years, 
having been a member of the Eighty-first New York Infantry. During 
the period of his service he was wounded, was captured and imprisoned 
in Libby prison and participated in a number of important engagements 
marking the progress of that sanguinary struggle. He passed to the 
great beyond at Milan, Michigan, in the year 1892. Mr. and Mrs. Haw- 
kins have three children, whose names and respective dates of birth are 
here entered, — Orrin Vere, October, 1892 ; Leo Rex, August, 1901 ; and 
Minola Vina, January, 1905. 

In politics Mr. Hawkins is a stalwart supporter of the cause of the 
Republican party and while he has never manifested aught of desire 
for the honors or emoluments of public office of any description he is 
deeply interested in community affairs and does all in his power to ad- 
vance the general welfare. He is a man of fine mental caliber, of rare 
brilliancy and far more than ordinary activity and executive ability. 
In fraternal circles he is affiliated with the Knights of Pythias and he 
and his wife are valued members of the Grange. 

Major James A. King. — In a comparison of the relative value to 
mankind of the various professions and pursuits it is i widely recog- 
nized fact that none is so important as the medical profession!^ From 
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the cradle to the grave human destiny is largely in the hands of the 
physician. A wrong prescription or an unskillful operation may take 
from a man what he ^izes most — life. One of the ablest representatives 
of this noble calling in Manistee town and county is Major James A. 
King, physician and surgeon. Progressive and enlightened, he believes 
it to be no less than a crime for one of his profession to fail to keep in 
touch with a constantly advancing science, even though it entail constant 
vigilance. He is connected with the Salt City General Hospital in the 
capacity of owner and proprietor. 

Major King is a native of the great Wolverine state, his eyes having 
first opened to the light of day in Grand Blanc August 23, 1857. In 
adopting the profession to which he is so undeniably an ornament he is 
following in the paternal footsteps, his father Dr. John W. King, now 
deceased, having been a prominent physician and surgeon. The elder 
man was born in Homer, Cortland county, New York, April 28, 1804, 
was there reared and there received his elementary education, being 
graduated from the Fairfield Medical School in 1832. He came to 
Michigan very shortly after finishing his professional preparation, lo- 
cating in Grand Blanc in 1833. After practicing for some thirty years 
he retired to a farm in Genesee county, where he enjoyed the peace and 
pleasure of agricultural life for over a decade, his demise occurring 
November 12, 1876. Before leaving his native state to engage in the 
practice of his profession he wa« united in marriage with Elizabeth 
Brown, a native of the state of New York and a daughter of Dr. Will- 
iam Brown. Their union was celebrated at the town of Mendon, and 
he whose name initiates this review was the youngest of the six daugh- 
ters and two sons bom to bless the union of these worthy people. The 
entire family was born in Michigan. Dr. John W. King was an aboli- 
tionist and before the Civil war became a terrible reality did all in his 
power to create a sentiment for the freeing of the negro. He was prom- 
inent in the many-sided life of the community and was the kindly friend 
and doctor of hundreds of families. 

James A. King was reared in Grand Blanc, to whose schools he is 
indebted for his early education. Having reaped the full benefit of the 
public schools he went to Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he matriculated 
in the high school and he obtained his medical training in the medical 
department of the University of Michigan, where in 1884 he secured a 
well-earned degree of Doctor of Medicine. He hung out his professional 
shingle at Onekama, Michigan, but did not locate there permanently, 
one year later removing to Bear Lake, Manistee county. A year after 
that he came on to Manistee, where he evidently found his ideal place 
of residence and field of activity, for he has paid it the compliment of 
ever since remaining here. For a period of twenty-four years, dating 
from 1886, he has practiced in Manistee, satisfying a long-cherished am- 
bition by building the Salt City General Hospital, which was finished 
in March of 1910. This is an individual enterprise, Major King being 
the sole owner of the same, and it has nineteen private rooms. It is a 
distinct addition to the county and although in its infancy has already 
given evidence of enlightened methods and big results. 

On October 12, 1908, Dr. King inaugurated a happy and congenial 
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life companionship by his union with Miss Minnie Billin^on, who wa^ 
born in Pine City, Erie county, New York, October 14, 1876. She is 
the daughter of Giles Billington, a native of London, England, and 
been reared and educated in that great metropolis. He came to America 
as a boy, locating first in New York, where he married, and in 1878 
coming on to the state of Michigan. Mrs. King spent the greater part 
of her childhood and girlhood in Cadillac and Holland, and near Grand 
Haven. She taught in the district schools for a time, and later she ac- 
cepted a position in the office of Dr. King, being a girl of eighteen years 
at the time, and she remained in his employ for thirteen years. Her 
efficiency as an assistant was of the highest character, for she was in- 
telligent, tactful, alert and conscientious, qualities very essential to a 
physician. She still gives splendid assistance, being quite indispensable, 
and gracefully playing her role as wife and helper. The Doctor, like 
the lady who bears his name and shares his honors, is of English descent. 
Major King is a member of the great Masonic order, belonging to the 
Blue Lodge, and he is also affiliated with the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks. Public spirited and patriotic in no mean measure, he 
has been often entrusted with public office, having served as mayor of 
Manistee for three terms, and he has also given most satisfactory service 
as health officer for a number of years. In all his career he has never 
failed to yield hearty support and co-operation to any measure that 
has appealed to him as likely to be conducive to the public good. In 
office and out of office he has done all that has been within his power to 
advance the best interests of his fellow citizens and especially as an 
official has he commended himself by his fidelity and indefatigable de- 
votion to public duty to the good opinion of all who have watched his 
course with commendation of the past and friendly predictions of suc- 
cess for the future. He belongs to a number of those organizations which 
have as their primary object the unity and progress of the profession, 
holding membership in the County, State and American Medical Asso- 
ciation. 

John H. Rademaker. — ^No higher patent of sterling character can 
be gained than that which designates a man as one of the world's 
workers, — one whose energies are productive and not parasitic ; one who 
has become conscious of his powers and has properly exercised them ; 
and one who has in the meanwhile maintained a due sense of objective 
stewardship. Among the captains of industry in northern Michigan is 
numbered John H. Rademaker, of Manistee, and he has been in the most 
significant sense the author of his own success, which has been large, 
though he is still a young man. From early years he has worked con- 
scientiously, and, gaining the broader grasp as he grew, he has gone so 
far that none can question his ability, sincerity or powers of accomplish- 
ment. He has proved himself positive and resourceful and in the city 
that is the place of his nativity he hap gained prestige as a representative 
business man, the while his interests extend far beyond such local limit- 
ations. He is identified with various important corporations in Manistee 
and elsewhere and, advancing from the lowly position of office boy to 
the plane of large and definite achievement^ he has shown himself not 
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lacking in moral fiber or worthy ambition. None who is familiar with 
his career can doubt that he has used his individual forces to the best 
ends, and he holds secure place in the confidence and esteem of the com- 
munity which has represented his home from the time of his birth to the 
present. Mr. Rademaker has recalled with appreciation the implied 
counsel given him by a question propounded to him by his honored 
father many years ago, when he was at the outset of his career. This 
query was, ''Don't you think you ought to earn your money before you 
spend itf and he has the wisdom to see the value of the admonition, 
with the result that he thus early gained a sen^e of personal responsibil- 
ity and determined to make ends justify means in all his efforts. He 
has become one of the prominent factors in connection with the lumber 
industry in Michigan and other sections of the Union — and his stand- 
ing in his home community is such as well entitles him to recognition in 
this history of northern Michigan. 

John H. Rademaker was born in the city of Manistee, Michigan, on 
the 17th of November, 1876, and is a son of George and Mary Rade- 
maker, both of whom were born and reared in Germany, whence they 
came to America when still young folk. They established their home in 
Manistee, Michigan, many years ago, and here the father was employed 
at various saw mills for a number of years, and where he became a 
valued member of the volunteer fire department. When the city pro- 
cured a steam fire-engine he was made driver for the same, and he con- 
tinued to be actively identified with the fire department of Manistee for 
a period of eighteen years. He and his wife now reside on their well 
improved farm in Bear Lake township, Manistee county, and are num- 
bered among the highly esteemed citizens of the county, which has long 
been their home. Of their three children, John H. was the second in 
order of birth ; Mrs. Lizzie M. Smith, a widow, the eldest of the number, 
is a resident of Detroit, Michigan; and Henry H., the youngest, is a 
resident of Manistee, Michigan. The parents are consistent members of 
the German Lutheran church, and in politics the father is a stanch sup- 
porter of the cause of the Republican party. 

To the excellent schools maintained under the auspices of the Ger- 
man Lutheran church of Manistee, John H. Rademaker is indebted for 
his early educational discipline, and he also attended the public schools 
for some time. At the age of fourteen years he secured the position of 
of office boy in the employ of Charles F. Ruggles, one of the leading 
lumber operators of Manistee, and through faithful and effective service 
he won promotion until he gained a position of responsible and confi- 
dential order, with incidental personal interest in the business with 
which he thus became identified when a youth. In 1896 Mr. Rademaker 
assumed the position of bookkeeper in the establishment of his uncle, 
Henry Rademaker, who was here engaged in the livery and ice business, 
and he continued to be thus actively identified with the enterprise for a 
period of eight years. After the death of his uncle, in compliance with 
a request previously made by the latter, he assumed charge of the busi- 
ness and closed out the same, bringing about an effective settlement of 
the estate. 

Through persistent and well directed energy John H. Rademaker has 
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won for himself distinctive prestige in connection with business affairs 
of broad scope and importance. He is treasurer of the Southern Caro- 
lina Lumber Company, which controls and is manufacturing large and 
valuable tracts of timber in the Carolinas; is manager of the Ruggles 
Lumber Company, Limited, which is engaged in the manufacture of 
yellow pine lumber upon an extensive scale ; and he is a member of the 
directorate of each the Buckley & Douglass Lumber Company and the 
Manistee & Northeastern Railroad Company. He has shown not only 
marked initiative energy but also exceptional executive ability, and his 
business associations stand as voucher of his success and also of the esti- 
mate placed upon him in commercial and industrial circles. As a citizen 
he is essentially liberal and progressive and in politics he accords a stanch 
allegiance to the Republican party, though he has had no predilection 
for the honors or emoluments of public office. In his home city he is 
affiliated with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Knights 
of Pythias and the Royal Arcanum, and in the organizations of the first 
and last mentioned he has passed the various official chairs. His reli- 
gious views are in harmony with the tenets of the German Lutheran 
church, in whose faith he was reared and of the various departments of 
whose work he is a liberal supporter. 

On the 24th of June, 1896, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Rade- 
maker to Miss Harriet Maillot, of Manistee, and she was summoned to 
the life eternal in 1903, leaving no children. On the 25th of October, 
1905, Mr. Rademaker wedded Miss Agnes M. Rasmussen, of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, in which city she was born in the year 1880, a daugh- 
ter of John and Caroline Rasmussen, the former of whom died when she 
was an infant and the latter of whom now maintains her home in Manis- 
tee. Mr. and Mrs. Rademaker have three children, — John C, who was 
born on the 16th of July, 1906, Emmaline A., who was born on the 8th 
of April, 1908, and George E., who was born on the 28th of April, 1911. 

George N. Stray. — Although now living virtually retired from ac- 
tive business affairs, George N. Stray, of Ludington, long figured prom- 
inently in the industrial and banking world of northern Michigan. He is 
essentially progressive and public-spirited in his civic attitude and has 
contributed in generous measure to all movements tending to advance 
the general welfare of the community. Mr. Stray was born on the 10th 
of February, 1849, at Evans, Erie county. New York, and he is a son 
of James S. Stray, a native of the fine old Empire state, and Phebe 
(Ingols) Stray, who claimed St. Albans, Vermont, as the place of her 
birth. The father was a country merchant during the major portion of 
his active business career and he was summoned to the life eternal in 
1893, at eighty-one years of age. His cherished and devoted wife 
passed away in 1904, in her eighty-ninth year. Mr. and Mrs. Stray 
became the parents of seven children, and mention is made of the fol- 
lowing: Josiah W. Stray is retired and maintains his home at Ann 
Arbor, Michigan; Nettie S. became the wife of Daniel S. Bliss and re- 
sides in the city of Chicago, Illinois; Lucinda E. married Mr. L. S. 
Oatman, of Buffalo, New York; and George N. is the immediate sub- 
ject of this review. 
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George N. Stray was afforded the advantages of a good common- 
school education in his native town in western New York and after 
familiarizing himself with the general merchandise business through as- 
sociation with his father in his store he was proffered and accepted a 
position as manager of a general mercantile establishment in Luding- 
ton, Mason county, Michigan. Accordingly he removed to this place 
on the 1st of March, 1870, and entered the employ of the firm of Dana- 
her & Melendy. In 1877 he was appointed, by the United States court, 
trustee in bankruptcy of the Danaher & Melendy Company. In 1881 
the corporation was released from bankruptcy and was reorganized. 
Mr. Stray continued to be identified with this concern for another year, 
during which he acted as secretary. In the spring of 1882 he purchased 
a controlling interest in the Ludington State Bank and became in- 
cumbent of the office of cashier of this institution, retaining the po- 
sition until September of the same year, when the bank was succeeded 
by the First National Bank of Ludington. He retired from the cashier- 
ship in 1894, on account of impaired health. Later he was elected pres- 
ident of the bank and continued as such until November 1, 1909, when 
he sold his stock and retired from active business. He has been vice- 
president of the Butter's Salt & Lumber Company, vice-president of the 
Custer Wooden Ware Company and president of the Ludington Wooden 
Ware Company. He is a man of fine mentality and extraordinary ex- 
ecutive ability and thorough keen management has obtained a com- 
petency. 

In politics Mr. Stray was originally a Democrat but not agreeing 
with the party in its views regarding Free Silver in 1896, he trans- 
ferred his allegiance to the Republican party and has since been aligned 
as a stanch supporter of its principles and policies. In 1878 he was 
given mark of popular appreciation in that he was then elected a mem- 
ber of the board of aldermen of the city of Ludington to represent 
the First Ward. For several years he served as city clerk and in 1882 
he was further honored by being chosen mayor of Ludington. He gave 
a most admirable administration of the municipal affairs of the city 
and effected many improvements of important order during his regime. 
He has ever manifested a deep interest in educational matters and for 
fifteen years has been a member of the board of education. In a 
fraternal way he has passed through the circle of York Rite Masonry, 
holding membership in Pere Marquette Lodge, No. 299, Free & Ac- 
cepted Masons, in which he is past worshipful master ; Ludington Chap- 
ter, No. 92, Royal Arch Masons, in which he is past high priest; and 
Apollo Commandery, No. 31, Knights Templar, in which he is past 
eminent commander. For the past forty years he has been a devout 
member of the Congregational church of Ludington and he is an ardent 
church worker. He has traveled extensively, for health and pleasure, 
having been twice abroad. He and his wife were registered at the 
Palace Hotel in San Francisco at the time of the great earthquake, but 
they escaped without injury and without loss of property. In public 
life Mr. Stray is fair, honorable and outspoken, — ^in private life he is 
true, kind and tender at all times, under all circumstances, he is just, 
loyal, and markedly courteous. 
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At Ionia, Michigan, on the 11th of September, 1872, was solemnized 
the marriage of Mr. Stray to Miss Hattie L. Hutehins, who wa^ born 
and reared in the state of Michigan, and who is a daughter of P. C. and 
J. L. Hutehins, who were representative citizens of Ionia, Michigan. 
Mr. and Mrs. Stray have one son, Walter H., who was bom on the 8th 
of July, 1876, who is engaged in the insurance business at Ludington. 

Edward A. Coan. — On the roll of capable business men in the city 
of Gladwin, Michigan, appears the name of Edward A. Coan, who is a 
member of the firm of Coan & Armstrong, dealers in jewelry, hardware 
and farm implements. Mr. Coan is a man of extraordinary executive 
capacity and he has engaged in the general merchandise business for 
over twenty years. He was born in Elgin county, province of Ontario, 
Canada, on the 8th of January, 1870, a son of George and Amelia 
(Swanton) Coan, both of whom were likewise bom in Canada, where 
their deaths occurred when Edward A. was a mere youth. He pursued 
his education in the public schools of his native county but was thrown 
upon his own resources at the early age of thirteen. He continued to 
reside in Canada for the ensuing four years and in 1887 he decided to 
try his fortune in the States, removing, accordingly, to the state of 
Michigan, where he resided for a number of years at Edenville. His 
first work was that of scaling logs, but being possessed of an ambitious 
nature and desiring to rise higher than an employe he became a clerk 
in a store, where he received the meager salary of five dollars per month. 
He soon drifted into the lumber business, however, and in 1894, at the 
age of twenty-four years, we find him doing an annual business of 
seventy-five thousand dollars, on borrowed capital. In time he opened 
a mercantile establishment which he conducted in connection with his 
lumber business, in order to supply his workmen with the necessities of 
life. This enterprise was initiated at Nolan, Roscommon county, Mich- 
igan, at which place he was incumbent of the office of postmaster for 
a period of fourteen years. He held all the important offices that the 
county could confer upon him and in 1896 he located a German colony, 
consisting of fifteen families, which is in a prosperous condition at the 
present time, in 1911, and which has done much to advance the general 
welfare of Roscommon county. In 1906 his supply of timber being ex- 
hausted, Mr. Coan took up his abode in Gladwin, where he established 
a jewelry, hardware and farm-implement business, admitting F. Arm- 
strong as a partner in the business in 1909. A fine trade is now con- 
trolled and the firm is doing a business amounting to about thirty-five 
thousand dollars per annum. They have two large store rooms and a 
warehouse and the enterprise ranks as one of the most important con- 
cerns in the city. 

In the year 1894 Mr. Coan was united in marriage to Miss Grace 
Carpenter, and they have become the parents of three children, namely, 
Bemice, Edaline and Max DeVere. In politics Mr. Coan is a stanch 
Republican and he has ever manifested a deep and sincere interest 
in all movements projected for the good of the community. He is a 
man of deep and abiding sympathy and fine natural intelligence and it 
may be said of him that the list of his friends is coincident with that 
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of his acquaintanees. Fraternally he is affiliated with various repre- 
sentative organizations and he and his wife are zealous members of the 
Episcopal church. 

Warren A. Cartier. — A member of one of the essentially repre- 
sentative families of northern Michigan, Mr. Cartier has marked by dis- 
tinctive personal accomplishment a place of his own in connection with 
the economic, industrial and civic affairs of this favored section of the 
state, and both as a citizen and as a business man he has added dis- 
tinction to the honored name which he bears. On other pages of this 
work is dedicated a memoir to his father, the late Antoine E. Cartier, 
and thus it is not necessary in the present article to offer further re- 
sume of the family genealogy or of the career of the father, who was 
long numbered among the most prominent and influential citizens of 
Ludington. He whose name introduces this review is identified with 
large and important industrial and business enterprises in his home 
city of Ludington, which has been his home since his boyhood days, and 
such is his status in the community that he is worthy of special recog- 
nition in this publication. 

Warren A. Cartier was born in the city of Manistee, Michigan, on 
the 12th of January, 1866, and was twelve years of age at the time of 
the family removal to Ludington. He is indebted to the parochial and 
public schools for his preliminary educational discipline, whicli was 
supplemented by a two years' course in a well ordered commercial 
college near the city of Montreal, Canada. At the age of eighteen years 
he was matriculated in the celebrated Notre Dame University, at South 
Bend, Indiana, where he continued his higher academic studies for four 
years and where he was graduated as a member of the class of 1887. 
He then returned to Ludington and identified himself with his father's 
lumbering operations, and during the intervening years he has con- 
tinued to be concerned with the various and extensive business interests 
that were developed and fostered by his father. For the past several 
years he has been secretary and treasurer, as well as general manager, 
of the Cartier Lumber Company, and his other important business asso- 
ciations are here briefly indicated. He is vice-president of the State Bank 
of Ludington ; is secretary and treasurer of the Cartier Manufacturing 
Company and also of the Cartier-Magmer Company; is vice-president 
of the Bank of Fountain, Mason county ; is secretary of the Star Watch 
Case Company; and vice-president of the Mason County Eeal Estate 
Company. All of these are important concerns of Mason county and 
through them the progress and prosperity of this section of the state 
have been signally advanced. 

As a citizen Mr. Cartier has shown the same pronounced loyalty and 
public spirit that so significantly characterized his honored father, and 
in politics he accords a stalwart allegiance to the cause of the Republican 
party. He served two years as city recorder of Ludington, and in 1899 
he was elected mayor of the city, of which office he was again elected in 
1903 and in which his administration was marked by discrimination and 
progressive policies. He has been an active and efficient worker in be- 
half of the cause of the Republican party and is a valued factor in its 
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local councils. He gave effective service as secretary of the Mason 
county Republican committee and held this position for two years. In 
1908 he represented the Twenty-sixth congressional district of the 
state as presidential elector on the ticket of his party. He is affiliated 
with the Knights of Columbus, the Benevolent & Protective Order of 
Elks, the Knights of the Modern Maccabees, the Royal Arcanum and the 
Catholic Mutual Benefit Association. In the last mentioned organiza- 
tion he was president of the state association of Michigan for nine 
years, and is a member of the board of trustees of the same at the 
present time. Both he and his wife are communicants of the Catholic 
church, in which they hold membership in the parish of St. Simon's 
church in their home city. 

On the 22d of May, 1888, Mr. Cartier was united in marriage to 
Miss Kate Dempsey, daughter of Dennis Dempsey, a representative citi- 
zen of Madison, Wisconsin, in which state Mrs. Cartier was bom and 
reared. The three children of this union are "W. Ray, Morgan E. and 
Vincent G. 

Antoine E. Cartier. — A strong and noble character was that of 
the late Antoine E. Cartier, who exerted an emphatic and beneficent 
influence in connection with industrial, commercial and civic affairs in 
northern Michigan during the course of a long and significantly suc- 
cessful career. Here the major part of his life was passed and here he 
gained definite success through his individual application and ability, 
the while he ever stood exemplar of that integrity of purpose which 
figures as the plumb of character and makes for objective valuation in 
connection with the varied relations of life. His strength was as the 
ninnber of his days, and he was summoned from the mortal life in the 
fulness of years and honors, his death having occurred at his beautiful 
home in the city of Ludington March 1, 1910. As one of the really 
representative men of Michigan it is most consonant that in this work 
be entered a tribute to his memory and an appreciative estimate of his 
labors and services as one of the world's noble army of productive 
workers. 

Antoine E. Cartier traced his lineage back to distinguished French 
origin and was a d^cendant of the celebrated American explorer of 
the name. He was born on his father's farm in the county of Mask- 
inonge, province of Quebec, Canada, on the 16th of May, 1836, and his 
early discipline was that of the arduous work of a pioneer farm, the 
while his educational advantages were necessarily limited, owing to the 
conditions and exigencies of time and place. In noting the salient 
points in his career recourse is taken to an appreciative article pub- 
lished in the Ludington Record-Appeal at the time of his death, and 
such paraphrase is made as to render the material thus secured in har- 
mony with the scope and purpose of this memoir. Soon after he was 
sixteen years of age Mr. Cartier severed the home ties and set forth to 
face the stern battle of life on his own responsibility. In 1852 he made 
his way to the city of Chicago and prior to May of the following year 
he came to northern Michigan and numbered himself among the pioneers 

of the lumbering town of Manistee, and in 1877 he came to Ludington, 
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where he initiated his efforts at the bottom of the lumber business, 
which was thenceforth to be his life work and in which he forged his 
way to the very top. This statement is easily made, but few can ap- 
preciate the struggle demanded and the obstacles encountered by the 
young man who came as a stranger in a strange land, without capital- 
istic resources or other fortuitous aid, and by very force of his self- 
reliance, ambition and integrity of purpose made his way forward to 
the goal of large and worthy success. Working ever upward, in 1873 he 
became junior partner in the Dempsey-C artier firm, which purchased 
and refitted the Green mill in Manistee and prepared to cut their hold- 
ings of fine timber: These tracts, largely through Mr. Cartier's judgment 
and indefatigable industry, were already of appreciable extent and 
value and were rapidly becoming larger. The firm prospered and the 
great industry of the same grew apace under the effective management 
of the interested principals. In 1877 Mr. Cai1;ier removed with his 
family to Ludington, and here he continued to maintain his home until 
his death. He came here to organize the local interests of his firm, 
which already owned considerable timber tributary to this harbor. 
They purchased the old Stanehfield mill and holdings and also came into 
possession of a considerable amount of other timberland and local prop- 
erty. They sold their mill in 1882 to the Butter's Company and organ- 
ized the Cartier Lumber Company. At this time they also effected the 
purchase, from William Allen, George Goodsell and others, the mill and 
property, dock and water front where the company's business and 
property are now located. Mr. Cartier, who owned nearly all the 
stock, became president of the company at the time of its incorporation 
and continued incumbent of this office until his demise. 

Ever taking a vital and generous interest in all that touched the 
progress and welfare of his home city, Mr. Cartier gave freely and liber- 
ally of his time, means and influence in promoting measures and enter- 
prises projected for the general good of the community, along both so- 
cial and material lines. In 1880-8 he was mayor of Ludington and was 
thus the founder in a line of succession of mayors of the Cartier name. 
His sons, Warren A. and Charles E., of whom specific mention is made 
on other pages of this work have guided the destinies of Ludington as 
chief executive, each for two years, and another son, George R., has 
served as mayor of South Bend, Washington, where he owns large 
lumber interests. The Northern Michigan Transportation Company, 
which during the latter part of the nineteenth century struggled for a 
foothold in connection with transportation activities on the Great Lakes, 
appealed to Mr. Cartier for financial assistance. Believing in the pro- 
ject, he became gradually a large stock-holder in this corporation, of 
which he was president during the last six years of his life. 

The final decade in the career of Mr. Cartier was given to the guard- 
ing and conservation of his many interests rather than to extending 
them. The trouble which came to him as the largest stockholder in the 
Commercial & Savings Bank of Ludington in 1894 and for some years 
thereafter doubtless dampened his formerly unquenchable optimism and 
broad business generosity, which had potent influence on the growth 
and prosperity of his home city. On the failure of the bank, though 



HISTORY OF NORTHERN MICHIGAN 1189 

imder no personal or financial obligation to take such course, Mr. Cartier 
determined to pay dollar for dollar to every depositor in the bank at the 
time of its closing. This he did to the last penny. The true caliber of the 
man was shown significantly in this connection, and all too few have 
been such exhibitions of personal honor in relation to business affairs. 
A definite appreciation is that given in this connection in the editorial 
from which these data are taken, and the words are worthy of per- 
petuation: **His life in this city and among us has been of the same 
quality. Ever solicitous for the town and its good name, he has been 
generous in his assistance, has financed our bonds, has been a liberal 
taxpayer and an uncomplaining one, until his name has become a syno- 
nym for local pride and patriotism.'' v 

In the truest sense Mr. Cartier was a self-made man. Untrained 
in the culture of the schools, he evolved for himself a training and a 
culture that were original, manly, self-centered and worthy of all ad- 
miration and respect. With manly men he was a man par excellence. 
To those who knew him best the most prominent quality of his makeup 
was perhaps his superiority to all adverse and opposing circumstances. 
His indifference, his calm, unmoved attitude in the face of apparent 
failure amounted to stoicism. Strong men all have faith in the star of 
their destiny, but not all hold it in such calmness, such patience. An- 
other prominent trait of character that impressed others as perhaps his 
strongest quality was his democracy, — ^his sympathy for those whose 
lot in life seemed less fortunate than his own amounted to that of 
brotherhood. The motto, amounting to a business axiom, was his simple 
sentence, **Pay every working man in cash, and at once when it is due." 
*^No orders, no store truck," was his rule. His sense of justice loomed 
large and he burned with scorn to a white head for injustice against 
himself or against others. Such a life, such principles — so centered, so 
evolved from inner consciousness — could not be other than marked 
upon any community in which they were lived and developed. 

Dominated by the highest principles was the course of Mr. Cartier 's 
life in all its relations, and his benevolences and charities were ever 
unostentatious and admirably placed. He had been reared in the 
stern school of necessity and knew well the springs of human motive, so 
that he was kindly and tolerant in his judgment and ever ready to lend 
a helping hand to those in affliction or distress. In politics, bringing to 
bear a broad and practical judgment, Mr. Cartier gave his support to 
the principles and policies of the Democratic party, and while he never 
sought or desired political preferment his public spirit and civic loyalty 
were of the most insistent order. Reared in the faith of the Catholic 
church, he never deviated therefrom and of this great mother church 
he was an earnest and zealous communicant, the while he was most 
liberal in the support of the work of the local parish of St. Simon 's, of 
which he was a devoted member. 

On the 3d of December, 1859, in Manistee, was solemnized the mar- 
riage of Mr. Cartier to Miss Eliza A. Ayers, who was at the time a 
popular teacher in the public schools of that place. She was born at 
Burlington, Vermont, and is a daughter of Willis S. Ayers. Mrs. Cartier 
is a woman of most gracious personality and has long been a prominent 
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factor in the social activities of Ludington. Of the nine children of 
this union all are living except one daughter, Eliza, who died in in- 
fancy. Concerning the others the following brief data are given : Rosa, 
is the wife of C. W. Spear, of Northampton, Massachusetts; Louis A. 
is a retired capitalist; Warren A. is individually mentioned on other 
pages of this work; Ada J. is the wife of William Taylor, of Washing- 
ton ; George R. is a representative business man of South Bend, Wash- 
ington, as has already been stated in a preceding paragraph; Desire E. 
and Charles E. are specifically mentioned elsewhere in this volume; 
William E. is a resident of Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he is en- 
gaged in business. 

K. A. Haulter. — ^Wide-awake, enterprising and progressive, K. A. 
Haulter, manufacturing chemist of Grayling, Crawford county, is a 
splendid representative of the self-made men of northern Michigan, the 
measure of a man's success depending not upon the heights to which he 
has attained, but by the depths from which he has climbed. With his 
dauntless courage, high ambitions, and unflinching determination to 
succeed, he won the smiles of ''Dame Fortune" in his youth, and hav- 
ing carefully measured his own ability has hewn his way straight to the 
mark thus set, in the parlance of the day having ''made good." The 
eighth child in order of birth of a family of ten children, Mr. Haulter 
was bom in Tififixi, Seneca county, Ohio, a son of Anthony and Mary 
(Baur) Haulter, who came of German and French ancestry, respectively. 

Educated in the common schools of Tiffin and at St. Joseph's Roman 
Catholic School, Mr. Haulter subsequently worked for a few years with 
his father, who was an extensive contractor and builder, becoming an 
expert in the use of tools of various kinds. More interested, however, 
in scientific pursuits, he made a special study of physics, in the course 
of time obtaining an extensive knowledge of chemistry. In 1903 Mr. 
Haulter came with his family to Michigan, and since 1906 has been a 
resident of Grayling, and one of the leading manufacturers of turpentine 
and its by-products. 

In 1909 Mr. Haulter established the "Crown Chemical Company," 
this company is incorporated for two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
and Mr. Haulter is general superintendent and chemist. They also have 
a similar plant at Au Sable, Michigan, one at Kenosha, Wisconsin, an- 
other in state of Washington and one in the state of Oregon and they are 
are putting them in all over the south. In the management of his affairs 
Mr. Haulter has met with eminent success. His plant contains six retorts, 
which, combined, are capable of working out three hundred and fifty 
cords of pine stumps per month, the output per cord being from sixteen 
to twenty-seven gallons of turpentine, and from forty-five to fifty-five 
gallons of by-products. By close study, much experimental labor, and 
many years of experience, Mr. Haulter evolved his present method of 
obtaining the productions above mentioned, the process being a proper 
combination of steam and destruction distillation. Besides turpentine, 
the principal product of his plant, Mr. Haulter turns out thirty-two by- 
products which are used in the various processes of manufacture and 
commerce, his business being extensive and remunerative. Desirous, how- 
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ever, of enlarging Ms operations, he intends, in the near future, to erect 
similar plants in different parts of Michigan, Wisconsin, Washington, 
Oregon and the southern parts of the country. The plant in Wisconsin 
is three times as large as the one in Michigan. 

Mr. Haulter married, in July 22, 1897, Olive J. Jury, daughter of 
Henry C. and Julia A. Jury, of Missouri. Fraternally Mr. Haulter is 
a memher of the Independent Order of Odd FeUows and all its auxiliary 
orders, and belongs to Bay City Lodge, No. 88, B. P. O. E. 

Orlando Steel. — ^A native of the province of Ontario in the Do- 
minion of Canada, and at different times a resident of three of the great 
states of the American Union, trying his hand at various occupations 
and succeeding measurably in each, Orlando Steel finally found a fruit- 
ful field for his enterprise and business capacity in the little but prom- 
ising city of Onaway and in mercantile life. In all places and through all 
conditions he has shown himself to be self-reliant and resourceful, ready 
to accept any chance in life where industry and capacity would count, 
and able to make the most of everything he undertook. 

Mr. Steel was born in Elgin county, Ontario, on January 4, 1860, 
and is a son of Caleb and Sarah Ann (McCall) Steel, like himself, born 
in Ontario, and both living. Of the six children born to them four are 
living, of whom Orlando was the second in the order of birth. TIhe 
parents were in moderate circumstances when they were rearing their 
offspring, and each of the children was obliged to look out for himself 
at an early age. But the teaching and examples given all at the family 
fireside prepared them for usefulness and inspired them with a desire 
and determination to make as good a career as circumstances would al- 
low, and in every way to live serviceably and acceptably among their 
fellow men and women. 

Orlando Steel obtained a limited common school education in his 
native place and after leaving school learned the trade of blacksmith. 
In 1880, when he was twenty years of age, he moved to Michigan and 
worked at his trade in this state for a time. He then yielded to a long- 
ing to see the country farther west and went to Colorado. From there 
he moved back eastward to Minneapolis, Minnesota, with his love for 
Michigan still strong within him and growing in force from month to 
month. After a short residence in Minneapolis he moved to Vanderbilt, 
Otsego county, this state, locating there in 1885 and again engaging in 
blacksmithing for thirteen years in that town. At the end of the period 
mentioned he passed one year in Detroit, then moved to Onaway, taking 
up his residence here in September, 1899, and at once entering into the 
mercantile activities of the place. 

He formed a partnership with Charles Fox in the hardware and 
grocery trade, under the firm name of Fox & Steel, which lasted until 
August 4, 1905. At that time he bought Mr. Fox's interest in the bus- 
iness, and from then to the present time (1911) he has conducted it 
alone. His store is one of the largest, most modem and best appointed 
in the town. It is 50 by 119 feet in dimensions, two stories high, and 
contains about 10,000 square. feet of floor space. Mr. Steel keeps his 
stock up to the full requirements of his trade at all times, deals with 
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the strictest integrity in every transaction, gives full value for the 
money paid him by every patron, and does business amounting to 
forty-five thousand to fifty thousand dollars annually. He is accounted 
one of the most enterprising, progressive and capable business men of 
the community, and is universally esteemed as a citizen. 

At all times Mr. Steel has been warmly interested in the welfare of 
his city and county and has done his full share of the work required 
to promote their advancement and development. He served three years 
as a member of the city board and is at the time of this writing (1911) 
chairman of the board of public works. In political allegiance and 
action he is a member of the Democratic party and always zealous in 
its service. Fraternally he is connected with the Masonic order, holding 
membership in Onaway Lodge, No. 425 in the fraternity, and in its 
affairs, as in those of everything else with which he is connected, he 
takes an earnest interest and an active and serviceable part. 

On December 8, 1885, Mr. Steel was united in marriage with Miss 
Mary McLaughlin, a native of Detroit, Michigan, and a daughter of 
William and Ann McLaughlin. One child has been born of the union, 
a son named Prescott, who is still living with his parents and adding to 
the life, light and comfort of their home. They are held in high esteem 
throughout the county and in all other places where the people have 
knowledge of them in a social or business way. Onaway and Presque 
Isle county have no better citizens and none for whom the people have 
a more cordial or sincere regard. 

Julius E. Gumm. — Adapted to mercantile life by inheritance and 
training, and ardently devoted to his calling, it is not surprising that 
Julius E. Gumm, one of the leading merchants of Onaway, has made a 
great success of it and is going forward in further progress and expan- 
sion of his trade and influence in the business world. He is ambitious 
in his chosen line of endeavor, and so zealous and assiduous in attention 
to all its demands that he makes every day tell to his advantage in it, 
and incidentally to the benefit of the community in which he operates. 

Mr. Gumm was born in Russia on March 14, 1854. He is a son of 
Bernard aijd Rebecca Gumm, also natives of Russia and now both de- 
ceased. They were the parents of twelve children, seven of whom are 
living, Julius being the second in the order of birth. The father was 
a merchant from his youth to the end of his life, as was his father be- 
fore him, so that merchandising seems to have been the family vocation 
by natural design, as three generations have been highly successful in 
it. 

Although loyal to his native land while obtaining his education in its 
schools, it did not meet his requirements in the way of opportunity for 
advancement, and in 1871, when he was but seventeen years of age, he 
determined to seek a larger and more open field in the New World. 
Filled with high hopes of a luminous career in this country, and inspired 
or sustained with all youth's sublime audacity of faith in his ability 
to contend with Fate, he turned his back on the associations of his boy- 
hood and bravely dared the heaving ocean and whatever might lie 
beyond it. 
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On his arrival in the United States he came at once to Michigan and 
to Detroit. Here he engaged in selling goods until 1884, when he moved 
to Rogers City, this county, where he opened a store of his own in 
general merchandise, and in 1901 he came to Onaway where he, in part- 
nership with his brother, M. C. Gumm, and under the firm name of 
Gumm Bros., opened a store with a limited stock of goods which he 
housed in a small building. The partnership continued until the sum- 
mer of 1907, when the brother withdrew from the firm, and since then 
Mr. Gumm of this writing has conducted the business alone. His rule 
of dealing is to give every patron fair treatment and full value for his 
money. It is also a cardinal principle of business with him to study the 
wants of the community in which he trades and keep his stock at all 
times up to its fullest requirements. 

Acting faithfully in accordance with these lines of procedure, Mr. 
Gumm has won his way steadily in the confidence and regard of the 
people, and in the same ratio his business has expanded and his influence 
in and out of business circles has increased. So rapid, indeed, was the 
extension of his trade that in 1903 he was obliged to provide more com- 
modious quarters for it, and to do this erected the fine brick store 
building in the very heart of the city's mercantile life on State street 
which he now occupies. This store throughout is modem in every re- 
spect, no expense having been spared in the installation of conveniences, 
present-day fixtures and attractive adornments. The store is metropol- 
itan in character and each of its several departments is completely 
stocked with the best goods the money invested in them can buy, and 
all purchased direct from the manufacturers. The building, which is 
two stories high over a basement and 40 by 150 feet in dimensions, is 
one of the most imposing in the city. 

In the public affairs of the community Mr. Gumm has always taken 
an earnest interest and an active part. He has served as township 
treasurer and president of the village board. He is also a director of 
the bank and connected with other institutions which are of great value 
to the industrial and fiscal activities of the town. In fraternal life he 
is an enthusiastic Free Mason of the thirty-second degree, holding mem- 
bership in Onaway Lodge, Bay City Consistory of the Scottish Rite and 
Elf Knurafeh Temple, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 

In 1890, Mr. Gumm was united in marriage with Miss Jennie Ep- 
stine, a native of Utica, New York. They have a daughter and son, 
Amy and Ira. The parents are prominent in the social life of theii* 
community and highly esteemed as among its most congenial and com- 
panionable as well as most useful factors. They are zealous in the sup- 
port of every mental and moral agency at work among the people and 
exemplify in all the relations of life the best attributes of elevated and 
progressive American citizenship, the father being as devoted to the 
welfare and the institutions of the land of his adoption as he ever could 
have been to those of the land of his birth. He is one of Onaway 's best 
citizens and is held in high regard as such by all classes of its people. 

James Dempsey. — One of the venerable and honored citizens of 
Manistee who has been a prominent figure in connection with the great 
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lumber industry in northern Michigan and who is now living virtually 
retired, is James Dempsey. He has been a resident of this section of the 
state for more than half a century and has achieved large and worthy 
success through his own endeavors and has the esteem and good will of 
his fellow men, through whose instance he has been called upon to serve 
in various positions of public trust. Mr. Dempsey has earnestly co-oper- 
ated in those enterprises and undertakings which have aided in the up- 
building of his home city, of which he wa^ the second to serve as post- 
master and of which he was mayor for one term. As one of the sterling 
pioneers of northern Michigan he is entitled to recognition in this 
volume, and he has been distinctively one of the founders and upbuilders 
of this now favored section of the Wolverine commonwealth. 

A scion of the stanchest of Irish stock, James Dempsey finds a mede 
of satisfaction in reverting to the fair old Emerald Isle as the place of 
his nativity. He was bom in the town of Roscommon, county Roscom- 
mon, Ireland, on the 10th of April, 1832, and is a son of Lawrence and 
Mary (Ward) Dempsey. His father was identified with agricultural 
pursuits in Ireland until 1847, when he emigrated with his children to 
America, his wife having died when the subject of this review was a 
mere child. The father settled at Scranton, Luzerne county, Pennsyl- 
vania, where he continued to maintain his home during the remaining 
decade of his life ; he died in 1857, at the age of fifty-nine years, and 
both he and his wife were devout communicants of the Catholic church. 
They were survived by two sons and two daughters, of whom James 
was the second in order of birth. 

James Dempsey was a lad of fourteen years at the time of the fam- 
ily's removal to the United States, and his rudimentary education had 
thus been secured in the schools of his native land. For four years he 
lived in the home of Judge Nathaniel B. Eldred, a representative citizen 
of Bethany, Wayne county, Pennsylvania. In the meanwhile he at- 
tended school at irregular intervals, but the major part of his time and 
attention were given to productive toil. In August, 1854, at the age of 
twenty-two years, Mr. Dempsey came to Michigan and made his way 
to Manistee. During the following winter he gained new and varied 
experience by working in the lumber camps of the Canfield brothers, 
and he was finally given charge of one of their camps. He served in 
the same managerial capacity during the ensuing winter, and in the 
summer had charge of driving the logs down to the boom. He thus 
gained an intimate and practical knowledge of the details of the lumber 
business at a time when the industry was at its height in this section, 
and he finally initiated independent operations in connection with the 
same, thus laying the foundation of his present substantial fortune. In 
1869 Mr. Dempsey entered into partnership with A. E. Cartier, who 
later became one of the leading citizens of Ludington and one of the 
influential lumbermen of this part of the state, and the new firm of 
Dempsey & Cartier assumed the contract for driving, booming and 
assorting the logs handled through the medium of the Manistee river. 
An idea of the compass of this contract may be gained when it is stated 
that at the time the annual aggregate of the product thus transported 
was about one hundred million feet. In the meanwhile Mr. Dempsey 
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continued in charge of the Canfield logging camps during the winter 
seasons, and he thus had ample demands upon his time as a sturdy 
worker and also as an executive. Under these conditions operations 
were continued until 1873, when the firm of Dempsey & Cartier pur- 
chased what was known as the Green & Millno property on Manistee 
lake, the same including a well equipped saw mill. They engaged in 
the manufacturing of Ixunber, and they had recourse to the various im- 
provements made for the facilitating of operations, by installing from 
time to time new machinery in their mill, and thus keeping pace with 
the march of progress and the demands placed upon them by their 
constantly expanding business. In 1883 the business was reorganized 
by the incorporation of the Manistee Lumber Company, and Mr. Demp- 
sey became president of the company, in which the two other stockhold- 
ers were Mr. Cartier and William Went. With the subsequent install- 
ing of new and improved machinery the capacity of the company's mill 
was increased to the notable daily aggregate of one hundred thousand 
feet of lumber, besides a large output of shingles. The corporation 
acquired a large tract of pine land in Kalkaska county and along the 
course of the Manistee river at various points, and it also established 
and owned a logging railway fourteen miles in length, by means of 
which the logs from the camps were transported to the Manistee river. 
In 1888 the State Lumber Company was organized and incorporated, 
for the purpose of operating the plant previously known as the Davis 
& Blacker mill, and the Manistee Lumber Company secured one-third 
of the stock of the new corporation, in which Mr. Dempsey became the 
executive representative, through his election to the office of vice-pres- 
ident, a position which he has since retained without interruption. 

In 1880 Mr. Dempsey also formed a partnership with the late John 
Brown, of Big Rapids, and they instituted the erection of a large saw 
mill on the east shore of Manistee lake. Mr. Brown died prior to the 
completion of the mill and his interest was purchased by Mr. Dempsey 
and E. B. Simpson, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, whereupon the firm of 
Dempsey, Simpson & Company was formed. This firm completed the 
mill and placed the same in effective operation. In 1887 the property 
was destroyed by fire and as it was not deemed expedient to rebuild the 
mill the partnership was dissolved by mutual consent. In 1880 Mr. 
Dempsey also established the Dempsey tug line, which he owned and 
operated until 1887, when he disposed of the tugs and incidental bus- 
iness. In addition to large holdings of Michigan pine lands in these 
years Mr, Dempsey also became the owner of about ten thousand acres 
of excellent long-leaf yellow pine timber in the Pearl river district of 
the state of Mississippi, and he thus became actively identified with the 
development of the great lumber resources of that state, in which he 
still has valuable holdings. He has lived virtually retired since 1905, 
though he finds ample demands upon his time in the supervision of his 
financial interests and large real-estate investments. He was one of 
the organizers of the First National Bank of Manistee and was its 
first vice-president, a position of which he continued incumbent until 
1908, when he declined re-election. 

As a citizen Mr. Dempsey has exemplified the most earnest loyalty 
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and public spirit, and he has ever been found arrayed as a stalwart sup- 
porter of the principles and policies of the Democratic party. During 
the earlier years of his residence in Manistee he was a member of the 
county board of supervisors for about a decade, besides which he served 
as treasurer of Manistee township for several years. He had the dis- 
tinction of being the second to receive appointment as postmaster of 
Manistee, a preferment that was accorded him in 1857, and he continued 
in service until the close of the administration of President Buchanan, 
under whose regime the appointment had been made. In 1886 he was 
again appointed postmaster of Manistee, which was now a thriving city 
instead of a mere lumbering town, and he continued incumbent of the 
office during the first administratioii of President Cleveland. He was 
elected mayor of Manistee in the early days of his residence here, and 
has been in past years an active worker in behalf of the cause of his 
political party. Both he and his wife are communicants of the Cath- 
olic church. 

On the 30th of June, 1861, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. 
Dempsey to Miss Mary Mullen, a daughter of Michael Mullen, of Ra- 
cine, Wisconsin, and the twelve children of this union are as follows: 
Thomas L., Mary H., Emily M., James W., Henrietta, Cecilia, Estella 
J., Louis C, John J., Frank M., Neil, and Walter M., all of whom are 
living except Walter M., who died in childhood. 

Edward Buckley. — Among the dominating figures in the lumbering 
industry in northern Michigan a place of special priority has long been 
matutained by this well known citizen and representative man of affairs. 
He has been a resident of the city of Manistee for more than forty years 
and his advancement to the status of one of the most influential captains 
of industry in this section of the state has been gained through the appli- 
cation of his own energies and ability. He has had to do with enterprises 
that have contributed materially to the march of progress and his capital- , 
istic interests are now extensive and varied. He and his associates had 
the prescience and wisdom to adopt a careful policy of conserving their 
timber lands in the earlier days, and the result has been the control of 
large and very valuable tracts of pine and hardwood lands in northern 
Michigan at the present time, when the major number of the concerns 
formerly identified with this important line of enterprise have been com- 
pelled to cease operations on account of lack of reserve timber. Mr. 
Buckley is a man of great capacity for affairs of broad scope and impor- 
tance, and his success, which is large, has been achieved through his 
identification with normal and legitimate lines of business enterprise. 
He is liberal and progressive as a citizen and his standing is such as 
eminently to entitle him to special recognition in this history of the sec- 
tion of the state whose development and upbuilding have been signifi- 
cantly furthered through his efforts. In a preliminary way it may be 
stated that he rendered valiant service as a soldier of the Union during 
the Civil war, that in all the relations of the ** piping times of peace '^ 
that his loyalty has been of the same insistent order. He is president 
and treasurer of the Manistee & Northeastern Eailroad Company, and 
president and treasurer of the Buckley & Douglas Lumber Company, 
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now one of the most important concerns of its kind in the entire state of 
Michigan. 

Edward Buckley claims the ''right little, tight little isle" as the 
place of his nativity and is a scion of the staunchest of the sturdy Eng- 
lish yeoman stock. He was born at Biddeford, Devonshire, England, on 
the 8th of August, 1842, and is a son of Robert S. and Mary Seldon 
Buckley, both of whom were born and reared in Devonshire, where the 
mother's father inherited a life interest in a farm, and the property 
passed into the possession of others after his death. In 1846, when Ed- 
ward Buckley was about four years of age, his parents immigrated to 
America and located in the city of INIontreal, Canada, where the father 
died shortly afterward, leaving the devoted wife and mother with two 
children, of whom Edward was the elder by about two years. After the 
death of the father, the widowed mother removed with her children to 
the city of Toronto, where the family home was maintained for several 
3^ears. About the year 1855 the mother removed to Sheboygan, Wiscon- 
sin, and later the home was established in the city of IMilwaukee. 

Edward Buckley gained his rudimentary education in the schools of 
Toronto, and later he availed himself of the advantages of the common 
schools of Sheboygan, Wisconsin. He was about sixteen years of age 
at the time of the family removal from that place to Milwaukee, and 
in the latter city he was enabled to complete a course in a well ordered 
business college. There also he served an apprenticeship at the tinner's 
trade, in which he became a skilled artisan and to which he continued to 
devote his attention until his loyalty to the land of his adoption impelled 
him to tender his services in its defense when the integrity of the Union 
was menaced by armed rebellion. 

On the 5th of August, 1862, Mr. Buckley enlisted as a private in the 
Twenty-fourth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, with which he proceeded 
to the front, the regiment being assigned to the command of General 
Buell, in the Army of the Cumberland. It was the fortune of Mr. Buck- 
ley to live up to the full tension of the long and weary conflict between 
the North and South, and he participated in many of the important 
battles marking its progress, besides innumerable miner engagements in 
which his regiment was involved. He served linder General Sheridan in 
the battles of Perrysville, Stone's River, Chickamauga and Missionary 
Ridge, and took part in the entire Atlanta campaign. He was a partici- 
pant in the battles of Franklin, and the final important engagement in 
which he took part was the battle of Nashville. He continued with his 
regiment until victory had crowned the Union arms and peace had been 
declared, and he received his honorable discharge in August, 1865. 

After the close of his long and valorous service as a soldier of the 
Republic, Mr. Buckley returned to the north with his regiment, the mem- 
bers of which received their final discharge in the city of Milwaukee. In 
] S68 he formed a co-partnership with Henry V. Marchant, of Milwaukee, 
and opened a hardware store in Manistee. He continued in this line 
of business, with marked success, until 1873, when, like thousands of 
others, he was forced to the wall. In the following year he engaged in 
the general land and logrffing business thus giving inccDtion to his identifi- 
cation with the line of industrial enterprise along which he has attained 
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to so much of success and precedence. In 1880 Mr. Buckley entered into 
a co-partnership with William Douglas, under the firm name of Buckley 
& Douglas. The firm initiated aggressive operations in getting out tim- 
ber and manufacturing the same. The logs were manufactured under 
contract with various mills, of which four or five were placed in requisi- 
tion in getting out the product of the firm, running as high as seventy 
million feet in a single year. This output represented the timber cut 
in the firm's camps and also that purchased. In 1886 Buckley & Douglas 
purchased the extensive pine-land holdings of the firm of Ruddock Nut- 
tall & Company, together with the mill property that had for many years 
been operated by that firm on Manistee Lake. The transfer of the prop- 
erty was made late in the autumn of 1886 and by the opening of the 
following spring the mill was practically rebuilt, with the installation of 
an entire new equipment of machinery. The total expenditure in this 
connection was one hundred and fifty thousand dollars before a board 
was sawed, and the plant became undoubtedly the finest ''bill" mill in 
the state, its equipment including one eighty-foot log carriage, besides 
other machinery of the best modern type. The firm now initiated the 
special work of manufacturing lumber and bill timber for export trade, 
and for a period of about eight years they made large annual shipments 
to England. The export trade has been continued to the present time 
and is yet one of no inconsiderable scope. Through recourse to logging 
railways the fine mill of the firm and company was kept in operation 
day and night throughout the entire year, and the output demanded the 
sawing of an average of nearly fifty million feet of logs annually. The 
growth of the enterprise finally rendered expedient the reorganization 
of the business, and in 1892 the Buckley & Douglas Lumber Company 
was organized and incorporated, as successor to the original firm. Of 
this corporation Mr. Buckley has since been president and treasurer, 
and Mr. Douglas was its vice-president until his death. 

To facilitate its operations the company, in 1887, built and equipped 
a standard-gauge railroad extending between Manistee and Traverse 
City, a distance of seventy miles, and provided with various branches 
into the pine and hardwood forests. The total length of the lines is 
two hundred and thrity-five miles and over the same a vast amount of 
logs have been transported to the company's mills. This railroad is still 
utilized for this purpose, as well as for general freight and passenger 
transportation. • The same is incorporated under the title of the Manistee 
& Northeastern Railroad Company, and of the same Mr. Buckley is presi- 
dent and treasurer, his long-time associate and valued friend, Mr. Doug- 
las, having been vice-president of the company until the time of his 
death. This railroad line and its branches have given access to eighty- 
five thousand acres of timber land controlled by the Buckley & Douglas 
Lumber Company and have also, in an incidental way, contributed much 
to the general development and progress of the section tributary to the 
road. 

In 1896-7 this company completed the erection of the most extensive 
salt works to be found in the state. This great plant is located at Manis- 
tee and has a capacity for the production of twenty-five hundred barrels 
of salt per day, the brine being secured from wells sunk to a depth of 
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two thousand feet in the salt strata of rock. Mr. Buckley and his asso- 
ciates early adopted the judicious policy of purchasing the major por- 
tion of their log supply and saving, so far as possible, their own timber 
resources for future demands. By means of this policy they will be 
able to keep their mill supplied for many years with an excellent grade 
of pine and hardwood timber, the while the rapidly increasing consump- 
tion of hardwood and hemlock timber gives them admirable means for 
the development of further resources at their command, — ^these latter 
resources having had but slight consideration until within the past few 
years, after the gradual decadence of the great pine lumbering industry 
in Michigan. The manufacturing of hardwoods now constitutes an im- 
portant feature in connection with the operation of practically all saw^ 
milk now in commission in the state. Through this source also the mills 
secure an important and necessary supply of fuel, for which the pine 
residuum was formerly used without moderation. 

Mr. Buckley has shown a vital interest in all measures and enter- • 
prises that have tended to conserve the welfare of northern Michigan 
and has given to the same his earnest co-operation. He had the pres- 
cience to realize that with the decline of the pine lumbering operations 
other lines of industry must be encouraged in this section of the 
state, and he has been active in promoting immigration of settlers for the 
development of the denuded tracts of land into productive farms, be- 
sides which he has given his capitalistic and administrative support to 
numerous manufacturing and commercial enterprises. He has never had 
aught of inclination for the honors or emolument of political office, but 
is public-spirited and liberal as a citizen and a stanch advocate of the 
principles of the Republican party. 

Mr. Buckley vitalized the more gracious memories and associations 
of his service as a soldier of the Union by retaining membership in the 
Grand Army of the Republic, in Manistee. He is an appreciative mem- 
ber of the time-honored Masonic fraternity, in which he has attained to 
the thirty-second degree of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite. 

Mr. Buckley has been twice married. In 1869 he wedded Miss Mary 
D. Ruggles, who was a daughter of the late Daniel D. Ruggles, a native 
of Maine, whence he came to the west and became prominently identified 
with the lumber industry in Michigan, where he continued to reside un- 
til his death. Mrs. Buckley was summoned to the life eternal in 1886, 
and is survived by no children. In March, 1894, was solemnized the 
marriage of Mr. Buckley to Miss Jonnie Sloan, of Thomasville, Georgia, 
and they have one daughter, Virginia. 

Curtis D. Alway. — A native son of the state of Michigan who has 
gained recognition as one of the able and successful younger members 
of the bar of Grand Traverse county is Mr. Alway, who is engaged in 
the general practice of his profession in Traverse City, where he is 
applying himself with all of earnestness and with distinctive success to 
the work of his chosen vocation. 

Mr. Alway was bom in Bay City, Michigan, on the 26th of April, 
1879, and is a son of William H. and Elizabeth (Stinchcombe) Alway, 
who have been residents of the city of Manistee, this state, for the past 
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forty years. William H. Alway was bom in Lincolnshire, England, in 
1848, and his wife is a native of Flushing, Genesee county, Michigan, 
where she was bom in the year 1851. Of this union have been born five 
sons and one daughter, all of whom are living, and of the number Curtis 
D., of this sketch, wa^ the third in order of birth. The father was 
reared and educated in his native land and there learned the trade 
of mechanical engineering, to which he has devoted his attention dur- 
ing the major part of his active career and in connection with which he 
has gained high reputation and a due measure of temporal success. He 
is now engaged in business on his own responsibility and he ha^ done 
much important work of a mechanical order, including the installation 
of the vacuum system in the salt plant of the R. G. Peters Salt & Lum- 
ber Company at Eastlake, Manistee county, and in the ^reat salt plant 
at Wyandotte, near the city of Detroit, this state. He is an authority 
in his chosen field of endeavor and has handled many important con- 
tracts. In politics he is a stanch Democrat. 

Curtis D. Alway was about nine years of age at the time of the 
family removal to Manistee, in which city he was reared to manhood. 
There he duly availed himself of the privileges of the public schools 
and after completing the curriculum of the high school he determined 
to prepare himself for the profession of law. With this laudable pur- 
pose in view he was fortunate in being able to secure the best of tech- 
nical advantages, as he entered the law department of the great Uni- 
versity of Michigan, in which he was graduated as a member of the 
class of 1904 and from which he received the degree of Bachelor of 
Laws. He was forthwith admitted to the bar of his native state, and on 
the 31st of August, 1904, he located in Traverse City, where he formed 
a partnership with Hon. Thomas Smurthwaite, with whom he was most 
agreeably associated in the practice of his profession until the removal 
of Mr. Smurthwaite to Manistee, in July, 1910, since which time he 
has conducted an individual practice of substantial and representative 
order. He is known as an able trial lawyer and as one who is never 
neglectful of any case entrusted to his case. As a counselor his fidelity 
is of the same insistent order, and he is a most careful observer of the 
unwritten ethical code of his profession, so that he has gained the re- 
spect and confidence of his confreres at the bar and of the courts and 
juries before which he has appeared as an advocate. On the 1st of May, 
1910, he was appointed city attorney of Traverse City and he has since 
been the head of the legal department of the municipal government. He 
has carefully and ably protected and defended the interests of his home 
city and has thus amply justified his appointment to the position noted. 

In polities Mr. Alway is found enrolled as a loyal and effective ad- 
vocate of the principles and policies of the Democratic party, and in the 
time-honored Masonic fraternity he is affiliated with the lodge, chapter 
and commandery in Traverse City, where he is also identified with the 
Knights of Pythias and the Dramatic Order of the Knights of Khor- 
assan. He is popular in professional, business and social circles and is 
one of the valued members of the bar of Grand Traverse county. 
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Edgar A. Cranmer. — Among the enterprising and energetic citizens 
of the younger generation at Alden, Michigan, Edgar A. Cranmer holds 
rank as one who has public-spiritedly devoted himself to the general 
welfare of his fellow citizens and as one whose various business enter- 
prises have contributed not only to his own success but to the progress 
and development of the community at large. 

Mr. Edgar Allen Cranmer wa^ born at Coldwater, Michigan, on the 
10th of January, 1883, and he is a son of Howard A. Cranmer, whose 
birth occurred in Alpine township, Kent county, Michigan, in the year 
1858. The father was a son of the first known white settler in Alpine 
township and as a youth he learned the cigarmaker's trade. He con- 
tinued to be identified with the manufacture of cigars for over forty 
years but at the expiration of that time he wa^ taken ill with fever. 
After recovering from the fever rheumatism set in and he was in- 
formed by the doctor that to stay in the cigar business would mean 
death to him within a year. He then went to Arkansas and later to 
Texas, where he remained for some time. He is now in Texas. The 
mother of him to whom this sketch is dedicated was Miss Susie Spear 
in her girlhood days and she and her husband became the parents of 
six children, of whom Edgar A. was the third in order of birth. 

After completing the curriculum of the public schools g,t Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, Edgar Allen Cranmer attended and was graduated 
in the Grand Rapids high school, being at that time but seventeen and 
a half years of age. He had worked in his father's cigar factory off 
and on while in school and after leaving school he took a journeyman's 
position in that establishment. When nineteen years of age he became 
a salesman on the road in the employ of his father and when his father 
became so seriously ill he assumed the entire responsibility of the latter 's 
business. He conducted the same with all of success until he had 
reached his legal majority when he contracted lung fever and was con- 
fined to the house for over eight months. When he had recovered the 
business had been closed out and he was informed by his physician 
that to again engage in that work would result in quick consumption. 
Mr. Cranmer then entered the employ of the Grand Rapids Brass Com- 
pany, where he was engaged in making locks. When twenty-three years 
of age he became inspector for the Grand Rapids School Seat Company 
and later he was bookkeeper for a real-estate concern. The latter po- 
sition was followed by work as a shipping clerk for the National Bis- 
cuit Company and when twenty- four years of age he engaged with the 
National Dry Cleaning Company at Grand Rapids, to learn that busi- 
ness. One year later he accepted a position as office manag^er of the 
Kromer Dye Works and subsequently he was in the employ of Mr. 
Deebs, who conducted a tailoring and dyeing establishment. In the 
spring of 1910, however, he severed his connections in Grand Rapids 
and came to Bellaire, where he opened a dry-cleaning concern of his 
own. He has built up a large business and in addition to his local trade 
he has a number of agents in the surrounding townships. In the spring 
of 1911 he moved to Alden, Michigan. 

He is unusually loyal and public-spirited in all that tends to ad- 
vance the general welfare of the community in which he maintains his 
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home. Mr. Cranmer was married in the fall of 1911 to Miss Alice De- 
Witt of Fremont, Michigan, and intends to stay at Alden, the coming 
resort center of Michigan, as it is the key to a continuous chain of lakes 
seventy miles long. 

William F. Cueny. — The record of this prominent business man, 
energetic civic force and estimable, enterprising and broad-minded cit- 
izen of Cheboygan is one of good capacity trained in an instructive ex- 
perience, and well and wisely applied to desired ends in a department 
of human endeavor for which it is especially suitable, and in which it 
has wrought out logical results. Mr. Cueny is a business man of su- 
perior ability. He has acquired a thorough knowledge of his line of 
trade by continued and instructive connection with it, and he has used 
all his attainments and powers to make his mercantile establishment as 
advantageous to himself and as useful to the community in which it is 
operated as anybody could, and has used them successfully. 

Mr. Cueny belongs to a family of merchants. The achievements of 
his father, Joseph J. Cueny, one of the pioneer grocers of Cheboygan, 
will be found in a sketch of William's brother, Benjamin also a mer- 
chant, on another page of this work. The father and his wife, whose 
maiden name was Josephine Goetzmann, were early arrivals in Cheboy- 
gan, and potential forces in its early business and social life. They 
lived for a time in Detroit, this state, and there their son William was 
bom on July 3, 1865. When he was four years old the family moved 
to Cheboygan, where he has lived ever since, growing to manhood amid 
the activities of the city and obtaining his education in its schools. 

When he left school, and the whole business world opened its at- 
tractive display before him, he chose the hardware trade as his proper 
field of exertion, and accepted a humble position in one of its emporiums 
for the purpose of learning the business. His duties were arduous, his 
pay was meager, his needs were pressing and his prospects for rapid 
advancement were not bright. But his ambition was high and his spirit 
w^as resolute. He persevered in his devotion to his calling, and felt 
within him that his course would lead him to the desired realization of 
his hopes. 

Mr. Cueny was first connected with the hardware trade for a period 
of fifteen years. He then turned his attention to the grocery business, 
of which he had acquired some knowledge, working in the service of his 
father. For ten years he adhered to this line of trade, applying to it 
all the energy of his nature, and studiously observing all the require- 
ments of the community. The business qualities which sustained him 
in his other department of mercantile enterprise, also upheld him in 
this, and he proved himself to be as good a groceryman as hardware 
merchant, whether the comparison be made with his previous record or 
subsequent history. 

On November 1, 1910, he again engaged in the hardware business, and 
in his new venture in this line of trade is associated with Mr. Galbraith 
under the firm name of Cueny & Galbraith. The new firm deals in 
everything in the way of heavy and shelf hardware, and makes a spec- 
ialty of mechanics' tools and requirements. It is now one of the leaders 
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in its line of business and commodities in this part of the state, and by 
its enterprise, completeness and excellence of stock, and fair dealing and 
courtesy toward all its patrons, deserves all that has ever been said in 
its praise, whether applied to the business methods of the house or the 
agreeable personal characteristics of its proprietors. 

Mr. Cueny is earnest in his interest in and effective in his service 
of the fraternal forces at work in his community as a member of the 
Cheboygan Lodge of Elks, and indefatigable in his work for the pro- 
motion of the public welfare as a pronounced and intelligent working 
Democrat in political relations. He is effective in behalf of every en- 
terprise to which he gives his aid, and none ever lacks his support that 
is worthy in its aims or properly conducted in its operations. 

Dr. Willis Earle Chapman when he received his degree of M. D., 
and the diploma certifying that he was legally qualified to practice 
medicine, seventeen years ago, he looked about for a suitable place to 
locate in for the purpose of building up a good practice and working 
out a creditable professional career. He had the world before him for 
his choice, and there were alluring voices sounding from many localities 
in differing strains and with varied attractions as the burden of their 
songs. But he was not long in making his selection. Cheboygan was 
attracting the attention of this whole portion of the country by its 
strident progress, and he determined to cast his lot in among its mag- 
nifying activities, being firmly convinced that a new place, which was 
possessed of almost boundless resources and was yet in the infancy of 
their development, offered better opportunities for a progressive and 
enterprising young man in any calling than any older and more settled 
community could. 

Dr. Chapman is a native of this state, grew to manhood among its 
people, was educated in its schools, academically and professionally, 
and has made his record in its strong currents of life and action. What- 
ever he is, therefore, he is wholly a product of Michigan. He was born 
on December 25, 1865, in Sparta, Kent county. His father, Charles M. 
Chapman, was a New Yorker by nativity, hailing from Havana, Cayuga, 
county, where his life began on September 20, 1831. He came to Michi- 
gan in the later '40s and located in Kent county, near where the city of 
Grand Rapids now stands, the whole region then being for the most part 
an unbroken wilderness, and still inhabited by the denizens of the forest. 
The elder Chapman boldly ** stuck his stake" in this wilderness, and 
in time transformed his portion of it into a valuable and productive 
farm, enriched with good improvements and provided with all the 
comforts of a desirable rural home, using its own generous contributions 
of material for the purpose. On this farm he passed the remainder of 
his days, cultivating his land with energy and skill, and giving his 
active aid to all projects for the development and improvement of the 
country around him. He was prominent in the affairs of his township, 
serving as a member of the school board for many years, and filling other 
local offices with great advantage to the locality and credit to himself. 
He wa^ energetic and influential in the order of Patrons of Husbandry, 
or Grangers, socially and for the good of his county and his calling, and 
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strong politically as a zealous Democrat^ for the good of every part 
of his country, as he believed. 

His son, the doctor, began his education in the public school in 
Sparta, continued it in the high school there, and completed it at the 
State Agricultural College, in academic lines. He got his professional 
instruction in the medical department of the University of Michigan, 
from which he was graduated with the degree of Medical Doctor in 1894. 
Immediately after his graduation he took up his residence in Cheboygan 
and began the active general practice of medicine in which he has ever 
since been engaged. Dr. Chapman left the State University an ac- 
credited physician seventeen years ago, but he has never ceased being 
a student of medicine. By reading and reflection, by experience and ob- 
servation, and by logical and discriminating deduction from all means 
of growth in knowledge in his business, he has kept himself in close 
touch 'With the progress and improvement of the science to which he is 
devoted. And in addition he hajs freely and continuously used con- 
ference and association with his medical brethren as an additional source 
of information and advancement, being an active member of the County 
and State medical societies and the American Medical Association. He 
is at the time of this writing (1911) secretary of the State Medical 
Society. 

His interest in fraternal organizations is shown by his membership 
in the Masonic order in all its stages of progress from the lowest round 
in its mystic ladder to its thirty-second landing in the Scottish Rite, and 
also by his prominence and zeal as member ol Oheboj^gaii Lodge No. 
504 of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. During the Span- 
ish-American war he served as acting assistant surgeon in the United 
States army with fruitful diligence, and from the dawn of his man- 
hood he has given the principles and candidates of the Republican 
party, to which he is warmly attached, earnest and effective support in 
all its campaigns. 

On April 27, 1898, Dr. Chapman was joined in wedlock with his 
present wife, whose maiden name was Mary May McArthur. She was 
born in Cheboygan, Michigan, September 16, 1876, and is a daughter 
of John B. and Malinda N. (Judson) McArthur, whose life story will 
be found briefly told on another page of this volume. Two children 
have been born of the union, a daughter named Natalie and a son named 
Earle, both of whom are attending school. The father is still on the 
sunny side of fifty years of life, and in full vigor of health in mind and 
body. He is at the full maturity of his powers, and has every faculty 
harnessed for the accomplishment of the highest and most extensive 
usefulness of which he is capable. If what he has already achieved 
can be taken as an earnest of what he is likely to accomplish, if his life 
is spared, his future will be crowned with a large measure of success 
in his profession and great and universal esteem and popularity among 
the people. 

Flavel J. Smith. — There are turning points in every man 's life called 
opportunity. Taken advantage of they mean ultimate success. The 
career of Flavel J. Smith is a striking illustration of the latter statement. 
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Diligent and alert for his chance of advancement, he has progressed 
steadily until he is recognized as one of the foremost citizens of Petosky 
today. Here he is held in high esteem by his fellow men, who honor him 
for his native ability and his fair and straightforward career. He served 
with aU of valor and distinction throughout the entire period of the Civil 
war; was lieutenant and later regiment quartermaster in the Thirty-fifth 
Michigan regiment of the Spanish- American war; and for a number of 
terms has been sheriff of Emmet county, Michigan. He is a man of high 
and noble purpose, is sympathetie with his fellow men in time of trouble 
and is ever ready to lend a helping hand to those less fortunately situated 
in life than himself. 

A native of Michigan, Flavel J. Smith was born at Berville, in Saint 
Clair county, the date of his birth being the 9th of June, 1845. He is 
a son of Lewis N. and Sarah (Baker) Smith, the former a native of the 
state of Connecticut and the latter a native of New York. The mother 
passed to the great beyond in 1852, and the father was summoned to the 
life eternal in 1854, at the age of sixty years. Mr. and Mrs. Lewis N. 
Smith became the parents of nine children, of whom two are living in 
1911, namely — Susan, who is the wife of Washington Langworthy and 
who resides at Bay Yiew ; and Flavel J., the immediate subject of this 
review. Lewis N. Smith removed from Connecticut to New York as a 
young man and in 1836 he came to Michigan, becoming one of the pioneer 
settlers in Berville, Saint Clair county. He made the trip from the 
Empire state to Michigan overland with an ox-team. He and Mr. Stod- 
dard and Mr. Doty, were the first settlers in Saint Clair county, where 
they literally hewed farms for themselves out of the wilderness. Mr. 
Smith passed the residue of his life in Saint Clair county, where he gained 
recognition a^ a representative agriculturist and as a citizen of sterling 
integrity and worth. In politics he was an old-line Whig. 

Flavel J. Smith was a child of but seven years of age at the time of 
his father's death and two years before he was also bereft of his mother. 
Being thus doubly orphaned when a mere child his early educational 
training was of the most meager order. He began to shift for himself 
while still in childhood and after he had reached more mature years 
worked on the farm in summers and in the Michigan woods during the 
winters. In 1861, when President Lincoln made his first call for volun- 
teers, he enlisted for service in a Michigan regiment. His military ca- 
reer was of short duration, however, as he was discharged two months 
later on account of his extreme youth. His brother. Garrison E. Smith, 
had enlisted for service in Company H, Fourth Michigan Volunteer In- 
fantry, but his wife being taken seriously ill, he was obliged to find a 
substitute. At this point Flavel J. Smith, of this notice, stepped up and 
offered to take his brother's place, gaining permission so to do from one 
of the officers in Company H. In this way Mr. Smith became one of the 
great army of fighters who fought so valiantly for the cause of the Union 
during the period of the Civil war. He answered roll call for his brother 
and went to the front in the Fourth Army Corps, under the command 
of General Thomas. He participated in all the important engagements 
and skirmishes in which his regiment took part and the same included 
the battles of Huntersville, Alabama ; Stevensville, Alabama ; Nashville, 
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Tennessee ; and Decatur, Alabama. After the close of the war and when 
peace had again been established throughout the country, Mr. Smith re- 
turned to Michigan with his company and there his brother took his place 
and was mustered out of the army, this being on the 19th of October, 
1865. Mr. Smith, of this article, stood by when his brother received his 
final discharge. There is no record of Mr. Smith's having served in 
the war as he was substitute for his brother. This noble service is char- 
acteristic of Mr. Smith's innate kindliness of spirit; his good deeds have 
ever been done with no thought of credit to be received for them. 

In the winter of 1865 Mr. Smith located at Ortonville, in Oakland 
county, Michigan, where he engaged in the livery business, continuing 
to be identified with that line of enterprise for the ensuing ten years. 
While a resident of Ortonville he was justice of the peace and sheriff of 
Oakland county for a number of terms. ' He removed to Petoskey in the 
year 1880 and here he has maintained the family home during the long 
intervening years to the present time. Shortly after his arrival in this 
city he engaged in the livery business and in connection with that work 
had charge of the United States mail for this section. For the ensuing 
eighteen years he was an important factor in the business world of 
Petoskey. In the '80s he was honored by his fellow citizens with election 
to the office of city marshal and in 1886 he was elected sheriff of Emmet 
county. He served for two successive terms in the latter position and 
was again elected sheriff in 1894, serving until 1898, when he resigned 
the office in favor of his son, Charles L. Smith. At the time of the in- 
ception of the Spanish- American war, Mr. Smith enlisted for service in 
Company C, Thirty-fifth Michigan Volunteer Infantry, in which he was 
commissioned first lieutenant, being particularly active in the enlist- 
ment of soldiers for the war. Having reached his fifty-third year at that 
time, the war department refused to accept his services but later through 
the intervention of Governor Alger he received his commission. Before 
the close of the Spanish- American war he was appointed regiment quar- 
ter-master. On the 25th of December, 1898, Company C presented him 
with a beautiful sword. After the close of his second military career, 
Mr. Smith was again elected sheriff of Emmet county and he has served 
in that capacity for ten terms to date. He has been particularly active 
in running down criminals and in bringing them to justice during his 
regime as sheriff and the fact of his constant re-election to that office is 
sufficient evidence of his unusually capable service. 

Mr. Smith has been twice married, his first union having been to 
Miss May J. Hoyt, the ceremony having been solemnized on the 24th of 
December, 1865. Mrs. Smith was bom in the state of New York and 
she came to Michigan when a child. This union was prolific of three 
children, — Charles L., who is now a resident of Detroit, Michigan ; Amy 
J., who is deceased; and Edith, who is the wife of William W. Lott, of 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Mrs. Smith was summoned to the life eternal 
in 1902. On the 10th of August, 1910, Mr. Smith was united in mar- 
riage to Mrs. Alice Belle Sears, nee Cory. Mrs. Smith was bom in the 
city of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and she was the seventh in order of birth 
in the family of fourteen children bom to Reuben A. and Catherine T. 
(Alsbey) Cory, both natives of Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Cory are now living 
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at Manitou, Michigan, where Mr. Cory was long engag.ed in the sawmill 
business. On the 20th of November, 1883, Alice Bell Cory, (now Mrs. 
Smith) married George Sears and to this union were bom two sons, 
Edwin and Reuben. Mrs. Smith is a woman of most gracious person- 
ality and refinement and she is deeply beloved by all who have come 
within the sphere of her gentle influence. The attractive Smith home is 
the scene of many social gatherings and it is widely renowned as a cen- 
ter of most liberal hospitality. 

In politics Mr. Smith is an uncompromising advocate of the cause 
of the Republican party. That he is an active and zealous worker in 
the ranks of that organization may be gathered from the foregoing enu- 
meration of the many honors in the way of public office that have been 
showered upon him. 

In the time-honored Masonic order he is affiliated with Durand Lodge, 
No. 344, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, of which he is past master. 
He first joined Cedar Lodge, No. 60, Clarkston, Michigan, in 1869 (Au- 
gust 19th) and in 1872 Ortonville Lodge, No. 339, serving as master of 
the latter for five years and being chiefly responsible for the charter. 
Mr. Smith is also a valued and appreciative member of Lombard Post, 
No. 170, Grand Army of the Republic, by virtue of his faithful service 
in the Civil war, and he is connected with Lodge No. 282, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, Petoskey, Michigan. 

In religious matters Mr. and Mrs. Smith are consistent members of 
the Baptist church. They are popular and prominent in connection with 
the best social activities of their home community aud no citizens in 
Petoskey are accorded a higher degree of esteem than are Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith. 

Edgar E. Bedell. — ^Among the essentially representative and public- 
spirited citizens of Bellaire, Michigan, Edgar E. Bedell holds prestige 
as one whose interest in community affairs has ever been of the most 
insistent order and as a business man he has done a great deal to ad- 
vance progress and development in Antrim county. Mr. Bedell was 
bom in the town of Bernhardt Bay, Oswego county, New York, the 
date of his nativity being the 7th of March, 1864. He is a son of George 
and Elmira (Janes) Bedell, both of whom were likewise natives of the 
old Empire state of the Union. For a number of years the father was 
a ship builder for the Erie Canal Company and subsequently he became 
a captain on a packet line. In 1879 he removed with his family to 
Michigan, locating in the vicinity of Forest Home Township, in Antrim 
county, where he purchased a homestead right and where he engaged in 
agricultural pursuits. Here the father still lives, the mother having 
died about 1901. Mr. and Mrs. George Bedell became the parents of 
ten children and of the number nine are still living. 

Edgar E. Bedell was reared to the age of fourteen years in his New 
York home and there he received his preliminary educational training. 
After his parents' removal to Michigan he remained on the home farm 
until 1881, assisting his father in the work and management thereof. 
In that year, however, he decided to learn the painter's and decorator's 
trade and accordingly entered upon an apprenticeship under the di- 
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rection of Frank Bedell, a cousin at Bellaire. He remained at Bellaire 
for two years, at the expiration of which he went to Ashland, Wiscon- 
sin, where he was engaged in the work of his trade for four and a half 
years. Painting did not exactly agree with him so he returned to 
Michigan, locating at Bellaire, where he worked in a hardware store 
for a time. He then entered the employ of Hemstreet & Hinman, 
grocers, and later he went to Bseanaba, Michigan, where he became 
solicitor for the grocery department of a general store. Two years 
later, in 1904, he returned to Bellaire. He had erected a modem house 
before going to Escanaba, and thus again became a citizen of Antrim 
county. He engaged in painting and contracting and in that line of 
enterprise succeeded in building up an extensive patronage. In Sep- 
tember, 1908, he established a job printing office but in January, 1911, 
he purchased his partner's interest. 

On the 29th of December, 1896, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. 
Bedell to Mrs. Emma Noteware, a widow who had one child by her 
former marriage, namely. Hay ward E. Noteware, who is a painter and 
decorator by trade and who is now associated with Mr. Bedell in the 
painting business. No children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Bedell. 
Mrs. Bedell is a valued member of the Order of the Eastern Star and 
she is popular in connection with the best social affairs of Bellaire, where 
she is admired and beloved by all with whom she has come in contact. 

Mr. Bedell is a business man of unusual ability and he has carried to 
successful completion every undertaking to which he has given his- atten- 
tion. He is thrifty and prosperous and in his civic attitude he is 
always on the alert to do all in his power to advance the best interests 
of this section of the state. In politics he endorses the cause of the 
Democratic party and in the spring of 1907 he was given proof of public 
appreciation in that he was then elected to the office of clerk of Kearney 
township. He was chosen as his own successor in this office in 1908, 
1909, 1910 and 1911. In the last election he had no opposition and was 
elected by unanimous vote. In a fraternal way he is affiliated with the 
Masonic order, in which he has been secretary of the local lodge for the 
past eight years. Mr. Bedell is a man of fine intellect and broad learn- 
ing and he is kindly and charitable in the various walks of life. 

Edward E. Kobe. — Among the sterling citizens of Mason county 
who have achieved distinctive success in connection with normal lines of 
business enterprise is this well known and highly esteemed citizen of the 
thriving village of Scottville, where he is the owner of a well equipped 
general store and controls a large and prosperous business. 

Mr. Kobe claims the old Empire state of the Union as the place of 
his nativity, though he has been a resident of Michigan since his child- 
hood days. He was bom in the city of Ithaca, Tompkins county, New 
York, on the 2nd of February, 1866, and is a son of Joseph and Augus- 
tine Kobe, the former of whom was born in Alsace-Lorraine, Prance, 
which is now a German province, and the latter of whom was bom in 
France. The father attained to the venerable age of eighty-one years 
and the mother was seventy-nine years of age at the time when she was 
summoned to the life eternal. This worthy couple became the parents 
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of ten sons and two daughters, and of the number six sons and two 
daughters are living. The father was reared and educated in his native 
land and the lineage of the family is traced back to staunch German 
origin. He participated in the Franco-Prussian war as a valiant soldier 
of France, and shortly after the close of the same he came with his wife 
to America. He remained for a time in the state of New York and then 
came to Michigan, where he devoted the remainder of his active life to 
agricultural pursuits. He became the owner of a farm in Oceana county 
and developed the same to a high state of cultivation. There he con- 
tinued to reside until his death, which occurred in 1903. He was a man 
of inflexible integrity of character and ever commanded the unqualified 
respect of all who knew him. Both he and his wife were zealous mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Edward E. Kobe, whose name introduces this article, was a child at 
the time of the family removal from New York state to Michigan, and 
he was reared to maturity on the old homestead farm of his father in 
Oceana county, in the meanwhile duly availing himself of the advan- 
tages of the public schools of the locality and period. 

As a young man Mr. Kobe came to Mason county and engaged in 
the general merchandise business in the village of Freesoil, where he 
remained one year. He then opened a general store at Hart, Oceana 
county, where he continued in business for two years, after which he 
conducted a general store in Oceana county for two years. In 1899 he 
again removed to Mason county, and at this time he established his 
residence in Scottville, where he opened his present store and where, 
through fair and honorable dealings, he has built up a large and sub- 
stantial enterprise. His establishment is modem in its equipment and 
facilities and is devoted to the handling of general merchandise. He is 
loyal and public-spirited as a citizen and is one of the valued business 
men of his home town, where his circle of friends is coincident with 
that of his acquaintances. He is found aligned as an intelligent sup- 
porter of the principles and policies of the Republican party ; is affili- 
ated with Scottville Lodge, No. 445, Free & Accepted Masons, with 
Ludington Chapter, No. 92, Royal Arch Masons, with the Knights Tem- 
plar of Ludington, and with the Knights of Pythias Lodge No. 31. 
His wife holds membership in the Methodist Episcopal church, and 
both belong to the Eastern Star. 

In 1893 Mr. Kobe was united in marriage to Miss Jennie Teeple, 
who was bom in Ohio and who is of staunch German descent. They 
have one son and one daughter, — Marshall E., and Joyce L. 

Ernest W. Hastings. — For fully a score of years has Ernest W. 
Hastings been engaged in the real-estate business in Traverse City, 
Grand Traverse county, Michigan, and in connection with this line of 
enterprise he has done much to improve the general appearance of the 
city and to promote its general welfare. He is a man of fine intelligence 
and extraordinary executive ability and in addition to his various busi- 
ness ventures he has held many prominent positions in the arena of 
politics, among them being that of representative in the state legislature. 

Mr. Hastings was bom at Lansing, Michigan, on the 16th of April, 
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1855, a son of Silas and Elizabeth (Woodhans) Hastings, both of whom 
are deceased. The father was bom and reared in the state of Ohio and 
he was a carpenter by occupation. He located at Lansing, Michigan, 
in the year 1853, and there was engaged in the work of his trade until 
the time of the inception of the Civil war, when he showed his intrinsic 
patriotism to the cause of the Union by enlisting as a soldier in the First 
Regiment of Michigan Engineers and Mechanics, in which he served 
with' all of faithfulness and gallantry until his death, which occurred in 
July, 1863. His demise was incurred as the result of a sunstroke re- 
ceived in the trenches in front of Yicksburg. Mrs. Silas Hastings was 
a native of England, whence she emigrated to America in early girlhood, 
about the year 1848. She settled at Cleveland, Ohio, where was solem- 
nized her marriage to Mr. Hastings and whence they removed to Lan- 
sing, Michigan, in 1853. After the death of her husband, Mrs. Hastings, 
with her only son, Ernest W., came to Traverse City, where she was 
united in marriage to William Holdsworth, one of the first settlers in 
Grand Traverse county, the ceremony having been performed in 1867. 
Mr. and Mrs. Holdsworth are both dead, the former having been sum- 
moned to the life eternal in 1906 and the latter having passed away in 
1890. 

Ernest W. Hastings was a lad of but eight years of age at the time 
of his father's death. He availed himself of the advantages offered in 
the public schools of Lansing and Traverse City until he had attained 
to the age of sixteen years, at which time, in 1871, he went to the city of 
Cleveland, Ohio, where he entered upon an apprenticeship at the pat- 
tern-maker's trade, with which line of enterprise he continued to be 
identified for a number of years. Eventually, realizing that his educa- 
tion was not all that could be desired, he returned to Traverse City, 
where he pursued a complete commercial course in a local business col- 
lege. He then entered the employ of the firm of J. Greilich & Company, 
and at the time of his marriage, in 1875, he had charge of the sash and 
door department of that concern. He continued incumbent of that 
position until 1880, when he met with an accident whereby one of his 
hands was rather seriously injured. While recovering from the injuries 
received, he became interested in the musical-instrument and sewing-ma- 
chine business, to which he continued to devote his entire time and 
attention until 1890, in which year he engaged in the real-estate and 
fire insurance business. In 1900 he admitted his son Ralph S. to part- 
nership in the latter venture, and a fine business has been built up 
under the firm name of Hastings & Son. On the 1st of August, 1910, 
however, he sold the fire-insurance branch of the concern to his son and 
partner and since that time the two lines of enterprise have been con- 
ducted individually by the father and son. 

In politics Mr. Hastings has ever been aligned as a stalwart supporter 
of the principles and policies for which the Republican party stands 
sponsor and in spite of the gigantic proportions assumed by his various 
business interests he has still had time to win renown as a strong party 
man and as a clean-cut politician. Prior to the organization of Traverse 
City as a city he gave most efficient service as a member of the village 
board and after the city had been incorporated he was for a number of 
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years an^alderman from the Second ward. He was treasurer of the vil- 
lage for two terms and served a similar period as treasurer of the city. 
In 1900 he was given futher mark of the confidence reposed in him by 
his fellow men in that he was then elected to represent the Grand Trav- 
erse district in the state legislature. In 1902 he was requested to be- 
come candidate for re-election to the latter office, but he declined that 
honor on account of his wife's poor health. He was one of the organ- 
izers of the Board of Trade, of which he was president for two years, 
and he was a charter member of the Lincoln Club, of which he was 
elected the first president. He has held various offices in the different 
fraternal societies with which he is affiliated and he has long been a 
deacon in the Traverse City Baptist church, of which he and his chil- 
dren are devout members. In the time-honored Masonic order he has 
passed through the circle of the York Rite branch, holding membership 
in Traverse City Lodge, No. 222, Free & Accepted Masons; Traverse 
City Chapter, No. 102, Royal Arch Masons; and Traverse City Com- 
mandery, No. 41, Knights Templars, besides which he is also a valued 
and appreciative member of the adjunct organization, the Ancient Arabic 
Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, at Grand Rapids. He is like- 
wise connected with the Knights of Pythias. 

On the 9th of November, 1875, was recorded the marriage of Mr. 
Hastings to Miss Sarah E. Chantler, who was born and reared in the 
state of New York. She was a daughter of Charles and Catherine (Mc- 
Dougal) Chantler, who established their home in Grand Traverse county, 
Michigan, when Mrs. Hastings was a mere child. Mrs. Hastings was 
summoned to eternal rest on the 23d of August, 1910. She was a woman 
of unusually sweet personality and she was a potent influence for good 
in the home during her life time. Her death is deeply mourned by an 
adoring family and a large circle of warm and devoted friends. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Hastings were born five children, all of whom are living, 
in 1911. Ralph S., who was long the junior member in the firm of 
Hastings & Son, mentioned above, is now serving as city treasurer, this 
being his second term. At the outbreak of the Spanish- American war, 
in 1898, he enlisted as a soldier in Company M, Thirty-fourth Michigan 
Volunteer Infantry. He was in Cuba with his regiment and partici- 
pated in all the important conflicts marking the progress of that con- 
flict, being present at the capture of San Juan Hill. On the 5th of 
September, 1900, he was united in marriage to Miss Ethel M. Hoxie and 
they have two children, Robert and Elizabeth. Walter E., of this city 
isthe other son; Edith and Grace C. are both graduates of the Traverse 
City high school and Ruth is still attending school. 

HoBABT D. Churchill. — A large and beneficent part was that played 
by the late Hobart D. Churchill in connection with the development and 
upbuilding of Alpena, which continued to represent his home for more 
than thirty years, during which he was a prominent factor in the activi- 
ties of the lumbering industry in this section of the state. He was a man 
of marked ability and of inflexible integrity in all the relations of life, 
so that he merited and received the confidence and high regard of his 
fellow men. He was long numbered among the progressive and influen- 
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tial citizens of Alpena county, and the city of Alpena continued to be 
his home until his death, which occurred on the 11th of March, 1904, at 
Columbia, Tennessee, where he had been compelled to stop while en route 
to the south, whither he had set forth in the hope of recuperating his 
health. His contribution to the material and civic development of Al- 
pena and his high standing as a citizen render it most consonant that in 
this volume be entered and perpetuated a brief tribute to his memory. 

Hobart D. Churchill was born at Batavia, Kane county, Illinois, on 
the 15th of February, 1848, and was not only a scion of one of the ster- 
ling pioneer families of that commonwealth but also of one whose name 
has been identified with the annals of American history from the colo- 
nial era. He was a son of Joseph W. Churchill, who was born in Hub- 
bardton, Rutland county, Vermont, in 1801, and who was a member of 
a family, of English ancestry, that was founded in New England in the 
early colonial days. As a young man Joseph W. Churchill removed to 
the state of New York and established his home at Batavia, Genessee 
county, where he continued to reside until 1838, when he removed with 
his family to Kane county, Illinois, and numbered himself among its 
sturdy pioneer settlers. He was virtually the founder of the present 
thriving little city of Batavia, that county, naming the settlement in 
honor of his former home in the state of New York and becoming one 
of the prominent and influential citizens of Kane county. 

In 1854 J. W. Churchill, with his family, removed to the state of 
Iowa, locating first in Pleasant Valley, on a farm, and later removing to 
Davenport, Iowa, where he spent the remainder of his life, dying in 
1884. 

Hobart D. Churchill as a young man removed to Chicago, Illinois, 
where he engaged in the manufacturing of sash, doors and blinds. He 
continued to reside in the great western metropolis until 1872, when he 
removed to Alpena, Michigan, where he entered into partnership with 
his brother, Worthy L. Churchill, and engaged in lumbering operations, 
under the firm name of W. L. & H. D. Churchill. This title was re- 
tained until shortly before his death, as the business was not incor- 
porated under its present title, the Churchill Lumber Company, until 
the 2d of March, 1903, a reorganization of the concern having taken 
place at this time. He was one of the prominent figures in connection 
with lumbering operations in this section of the state for many years, 
as was also his brother, and while thus forwarding his individual inter- 
ests he also stood exponent of the most loyal and progressive citizenship. 
He was ever ready to lend his co-operation in the support of measures 
and enterprises projected for the general good of the community, and 
his sterling attributes of character gave him secure place in popular con- 
fidence and esteem. 

Though never imbued with ambition for political office, Mr. Church- 
ill was aligned as a staunch and intelligent advocate of the principles and 
policies for which the Democratic party stands sponsor, and he was a 
zealous communicant of the Protestant Episcopal church, as is also his 
wife, who still maintains her home in Alpena, in whose social activities 
she has long been a valued and popular factor. Both contributed gen- 
erously to the upbuilding of the parish of Trinity church and he was 
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most liberal in the support of the various departments of its work, serv- 
ing for many years on the vestry. Mr. Churchill was also a most ap- 
preciative member of the time-honored Masonic fraternity and was one 
of the most prominent and valued of its representatives in Alpena. His 
local affiliations were as here noted : Hoper Lodge, No. 386, Free & Ac- 
cepted Masons; Thunder Bay Chapter, No. 74, Royal Arch Masons; Sah- 
gonahkato Council, No, 58, Royal & Select Masters; and Alpena Com- 
mandery. No. 34, Knights Templars. He passed various official chairs 
in each of these organizations and was eminent commander of his com- 
mandery at the time of his death. 

On the 20th of October, 1875, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. 
Churchill to Miss Ella M. Hyde, who was born at Pleasant Valley, Scott 
county, Iowa, and who is a daughter of Andrew Jackson Hyde. Her 
father was a farmer by vocation and both he and his wife passed the 
closing years of their lives in Davenport, Iowa. Mr. and Mrs. Churchill 
became the parents of one child, Howard L., concerning whom specific 
mention is made in the appending paragraphs. 

Howard L. Churchill, the only child of the honored subject of this 
memoir, has been, save for an interval of about eight years, a resident of 
Alpena from the time of his nativity and in his course as a business man 
and as a citizen he has well upheld the prestige of the name which he 
bears. He is one of the representative business men of his native city, 
where he is prominently concerned with the industrial interests with 
which his father was so long identified. Mr. Churchill was born in Al- 
pena, on the 22d of January, 1878, and his early educational advantages 
were those afforded in the excellent public schools of this city. Here he 
continued to be associated with his father ^s business interests until 1899, 
when he went to Bay City and became actively interested in the manu- 
facturing of beet sugar, in association with his uncle, Worthy L. Church- 
ill. He was superintendent of the well equipped plant of the Bay City 
Sugar Company and retained this incumbency until 1907, when he re- 
turned to Alpena and became an active executive in the Churchill Lum- 
ber Company, which had been incorporated in March, 1903, about a year 
prior to his father's death, as already intimated in this context. He has 
since been treasurer of this corporation, which took over the interests 
of the old firm of W. L. & H. D. Churchill, and the enterprise is one 
that is carried on along progressive lines, so that it continued to be a 
valuable factor in connection with the industrial and commercial activi- 
ties of this section of the state, its functions being both wholesale and 
retail, in addition to manufacturing. 

Like his father, Mr. Churchill accords allegiance to the cause of the 
Democratic party, without manifesting any predilection for official pref- 
erment, and he is a communicant of the Protestant Episcopal church, in 
whose faith he was reared. In the Masonic fraternity he is not only iden- 
tified with the local lodge, chapter and eommandery in which his father 
was affiliated, but he has also attained to their thirty-second degree of 
the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, in which connection he holds mem- 
bership in the consistory at Bay City; and at Saginaw he is affiliated 
with Elf Khurafeh Temple of the Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles 
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of tke Mystic Shrine. Mr. Churchill is a bachelor and resides in the 
attractive old family home in Alpena. 

Webster C. Martin, M. D., who is engaged in the practice of medi- 
cine aad surgery at Scottville, Mason county, Michigan, possesses all the 
requisite qualities of the successful physician, for, added to his broad 
and accurate learning concerning the principles of his profession, he 
has a genial manner and sunshiny, hopeful nature which cannot fail to 
have its effect upon his patients. His courteous sympathy as well as his 
professional skill has gained him prestige during the eighteen years of 
his residence in this city. In addition to his chosen field of endeavor 
Dr. Martin has taken an active interest in public affairs and is at the 
present time, in 1911, serving as mayor of Scottville. 

In Washtenaw county, this state, occurred the birth of Dr. Martin, 
the date being April 7, 1868. His father, Hiram Martin, who is now 
deceased, was a prominent farmer in Washtenaw county during the 
major portion of his active business career. He was a native of New 
York state and his ancestry was of Irish and English extraction. After 
being reared and educated in the Empire state Hiram Martin came to 
Michigan and settled in Washtenaw county, where he purchased a 
farm, upon which he resided until his death, in January, 1910. He mar- 
ried Miss Lydia Clark, likewise a native of New York, whence she came 
to Michigan with her parents when a child of but three years of age. 
She was brought up in Washtenaw county and prior to her marriage 
she was a popular and successful teacher in her home county. Her 
death occurred in 1905. Mr. and Mrs. Martin became the parents of six 
children and of the number Webster C. is the third in order of birth 
and the oldest son. The brothers identified themselves with agricultural 
pursuits but W. C. turned his attention to teaching as a young man. 
After availing himself of the advantages afforded in the public schools 
of his native county he was engaged in the pedagogic profession for 
three years. He then became interested in the medical profession and 
was matriculated in the University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, in the 
medical department of which excellent institution he was graduated as 
a member of the class of 1892, with the degree of Doctor of Medicine. 
He initiated the active practice of his profession at Palo, Ionia county, 
Michigan, and after remaining in that place for a period of five months 
he came, in December of that year, to Scottville, where he has practiced 
continuously to the present time and where he enjoy* a large and repre- 
sentative patronage. His work is not confined to the city but extends 
far into the adjacent country and he has a reputation for being one of 
the best physicians and surgeons in Mason county. 

In Scottville, on the 8th of July, 1896, was solemnized the marriage 
of Dr. Martin to Miss Clare Kilbourne, whose birth occurred on the 
parental farmstead in Montcalm county, in which section she was reared 
and educated. Her ambitions led her to perfect herself in a scholastic 
way and she was engaged in teaching in various town and district schools 
for a period of twelve years. Dr. and Mrs. Martin have three children, 
whose names are here entered in order of birth, — ^Nettie B., Webster C 
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and Hiram Stewart. Mrs. Martin is of staunch Scotch stock and she is 
a woman of magnetic personality and gracious sincerity. 

In addition to his medical work Dr. Martin is an extensive land- 
holder in Mason county, owning one hundred and sixty acres of most 
arable farm land, besides which he also has considerable real-estate in 
Scottville. In politics he is a loyal adherent of the cause of the Repub- 
lican party and it has ever been his aim to do all in his power to advance 
the general welfare of the community in w^hich he has so long maintained 
his home. For about ten years he was county coroner and he is now the 
efficient incumbent of the office of mayor of Scottville, in which connec- 
tion he is giving a most able and satisfactory administration of the mu- 
nicipal affairs of the city. In a professional way he is affiliated with 
the Mason County Medical Society, the Michigan State Medical Society 
and the American Medical Association. Socially he is a valued member 
of the time-honored Masonic order, having passed through the circle of 
York Rite Masonry. He holds membership in the Blue Lodge, No. 445, 
Free & Accepted Masons; the Chapter of Royal Arch Masons; and 
Commandery No. 31, Knights Templars, of Ludington. His religious 
faith is in harmony with the tenets of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
of which his wife is also a devout member. Dr. and Mrs. Martin hold 
a prominent and secure place in popular confidence and esteem. 

August F. Banowske. — It is always most gratifying to the biog- 
raphist and student of human nature to come in close touch with the 
history of a man who, in the face of almost insurmountable obstacles, has 
plodded persistently on and eventually, through his determination and 
energy, made of success not an accident but a logical result. August F. 
Banowske, who maintains his home at Bellaire, Antrim county, Michi- 
gan, is strictly a ''self-made" man and as such a perusal of his career 
offers both lesson and incentive. He has been eminently successful as 
a tailor whose merit extends beyond the bounds of this city and he has 
ever manifested a deep and sincere interest in all matters pertaining to 
the good of the community. 

A native of the great Empire of Germany, August F. Banowske was . 
bom at Kulm on the 4th of August, 1876, and he is a son of David and 
Lina (Lorenz) Banowske, both of whom were born and reared in Ger- 
many, whence they emigrated to America about the year 1890, location 
being made at Bellaire, where they remained until their death. The 
first in order of birth in a family of two children, August F. Banowske 
passed his boyhood and youth in his native land, where he received his 
rudimentary educational training. He remained at home until he had 
attained to the age of fourteen years and when he had reached his six- 
teenth year he entered upon an apprenticeship at the tailor's trade, 
the same to consist of three years' service. Shortly after he began his 
work his parents removed to America and he being bound was forced 
to remain behind. He worked diligently for two years and at the ex- 
piration of that time, having carefully conserved his earnings, he was 
able to purchase his release from his master. This he did and immedi- 
ately emigrated to America, proceeding direct to Bellaire from New 
York, where he disembarked. After visiting for a time at the home of 
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his parents, he went to Mancelona, where he worked for three years for 
the late G. A. Birk. Returning to Bellaire, in 1897, he entered the em- 
ploy of Will StoU, remaining with him for four years. He then went 
to Thompsonville, Michigan, where he followed the work of his trade 
for a time, eventually buying the concern from his employer. In May, 
1901, however, he decided that Bellaire was a better place for his busi- 
ness than Thompsonville and he then returned to Bellaire, where he 
opened a merchant tailoring establishment, equipped with a choice line 
of goods. His increasing business compelled him to make a number of 
changes and as time passed and rent became higher he decided to build 
a shop for himself. He secured an option on a piece of land on the west 
side of the principal street in Bellaire and in short order purchased the 
lot. He immediately began the erection of a store and workshop and in 
November, 1901, he moved into one of the finest store-buildings in Bel- 
laire. During the intervening years to the present time, Mr. Banowske 
has built up a permanent and substantial business, relying upon his 
work and the high class of goods he carries as his best advertisement. 

Mr. Banowske solicits no business outside the walls of his store, in 
fact, he does no personal soliciting at all, depending solely upon the 
quality of his work to bring him new customers. He carries nothing that 
he cannot recommend and he never falls short of making good on a 
promise. He handles a full line of tailor's trimmings, as well as a large 
stock of gentlemen's furnishings. Moreover, his trade is not limited to 
home patronage but orders are placed with him by traveling men who 
know and appreciate the high grade of the work turned out in his es- 
tablishment. He even has patrons from as far away as Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, and in no instance has he ever failed to give the utmost satis- 
faction. His shop is supplied with the latest of improvements and 
labor-saving devices and nothing that contributes to better and quicker 
work is omitted. 

In his political convictions Mr. Banowske is aligned as a stalwart 
supporter of the cause of the Republican party and he is ever on the 
alert and enthusiastically in sympathy with all measures and enter- 
prises advanced for the general welfare. He has been honored by his 
fellow citizens with election to a number of offices of public trust and 
responsibility and in each of them he has discharged the duties devolv- 
ing upon him with the greatest efficiency. In the spring of 1904 he was 
elected treasurer of Bellaire and in 1905 he was chosen as his own suc- 
cessor in that office. In April, 1905, he was elected clerk of Kearney 
township, remaining in tenure of that position for three years. In the 
spring of 1911 he was elected treasurer of Kearney township and he is 
serving in that capacity at the present time. When a child of seven 
years of age Mr. Banowske met with an accident in which his knee cap 
was broken. The surgical facilities at hand in those early days were of 
so crude a nature that when the wound healed the knee remained stiff 
and for twenty-one long years he was obliged to use a crutch. On the 
14th of December, 1903, through the efforts of a local physician, an 
operation was performed in which the knee joint was removed and the 
bones of the thigh and lower limb united. While the injured limb is 
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slightly shorter than the other one no cane has to be nsed for support 
and the operation on a whole was a decided success. 

On the 8th of September, 1908, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. 
Banowske to Miss Ida Bell Sampson, who was bom and reared at Sump- 
ter, AVayne county, Michigan, and who is a daughter of John E. and 
Annie Sampson, who are now living in their beautiful home at Bellaire. 
John E. Sampson was a gallant and faithful soldier in the war of the 
Rebellion and he was honorably discharged from service in 1865. In 
1886 he removed, with his family, to Bellaire, where he is now living 
virtually retired, in the full enjoyment of former years of earnest toil 
and endeavor. During the major portion of his active business career 
he wa^ identified with agricultural pursuits, in which line of enterprise 
he achieved prominent success. Mr. and Mrs. Banowske have no chil- 
dren. In religious faith Mrs. Banowske is a devout member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church and they are both popular and prominent 
in the best social activities of Bellaire. 

In a fraternal way Mr. Banowske is affiliated with the Elks and his 
wife is connected with the Order of the Maccabees. He is also a valued 
and appreciative member of the Modern Woodmen of America and in 
the various relations of life he has so conducted himself as to command 
the unalloyed confidence and esteem of his fellow men. 

Laban Henry Shank, M. D. — Holding high position among his 
professional brethren in Leelanau county, is Dr. Laban Henry Shank, 
of Empire. Acute in bis perceptions, widely read in his profession and 
skillful in applying his acquirements to practical use, his value as a 
physician and surgeon is of the highest character. Among the several 
distinctions which give him eminence among the members of his fra- 
ternity is the fact that he is Empire's pioneer physician, his identifica- 
tion with this place dating from the year 1890. He came here a young 
man and was the first of his profession to locate here permanently. 
Possessing a practice as general as his, it goes without saying that he 
must devote his life to its duties to a degree which is a^ked of the 
exponent of no other profession, but, nevertheless. Dr. Shank in some 
manner finds time and opportunity to express his loyalty to the section 
in very definite deeds, giving heart and hand to all that seems to him 
calculated to advance the interests of the whole of society. As evidence 
of this and also of the confidence in which he is held by his fellow citizens 
is the fact that he is health officer of Empire, a village trustee and a mem- 
ber of the school board. 

. Laban Henry Shank is a native of the state of New York, his birth 
having occurred at Moimt Morris, Livingston county, in 1862. He 
is the son of Franklin and Adelaide Shank, both natives of the Empire 
state. The former was a contractor and builder, whose career, like that 
of most of the young men of his generation, wa^ interrupted by the 
Civil war. His sympathies were with the Union and its preservation 
and he enlisted in a New York regiment and served throughout the 
great conflict between the states. Young Laban Henry was born dur- 
ing this period, the cannon of Shiloh and Bull Run echoing about his 
cradle. Shortly after the return of peace to the devastated land, the 
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Shaaik family, consisting of the father, mother and children, made a 
change of residence and came to Flint, Michigan, a section which was 
rapidly opening up to settlement. Franklin Shank, whose demise oc- 
curred in 1897, is still remembered and honored in northern Michigan, 
and many of the finest and most substantial buildings of Flint and its 
vicinity are monuments to his memory. 

As previously stated Dr. Shank was born when his father was a 
wearer of the blue. He was but three years of age at the time of the 
removal to Michigan and it is thus owing to his parents initiative that 
he became so useful a factor in the splendid northern country. He 
received his general education in the schools of Flint, being graduated 
from their higher department in 1886, and, having come to a de- 
cision as to his life work, he entered the medical department of the 
University of Michigan at Ann Arbor and received his degree in 1889. 
After spending a year in Colorado, a period divided between work and 
recreation, he came to Empire and here at once entered upon a career 
so useful and satisfactory, that he has ever since remained here, a wit- 
ness of the phenomenal growth of the county and a contributor to 
the same. 

In 1889, Dr. Shank was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Casey, 
of Brantford, Ontario. She had been his class-mate at Ann Arbor, both 
being students in homeopathy, and the associations of class room and 
campus were further developed after the lapse of several years. Their 
union was of but brief duration, Mrs. Shank being summoned to the 
''Undiscovered Country'' in 1895. In 1897 the subject was again mar- 
ried, Miss Alma Harwood, of Glen Arbor, Michigan, becoming his wife 
and the mistress of his household. They share their delightful home 
with two young daughters, Elizabeth and Alma, the former born in 
1898 and the latter in 1900. 

Dr. Shank is liberal in religious views and subscribes to the policies 
of the Republican party. He is a Mason, and exemplifies in his own life 
the principles of moral and social justice and brotherly love which char- 
acterize that ancient order. He is also a popular member of the 
Maccabees. 

Charles W. Smith in his checkered career has been identified with 
various lines of enterprise and at the present time, in 1911, he is well 
established as editor and publisher of the LeRay Sun, at LeRay, Osce- 
ola county, Michigan. Mr. Smith was bom in Ohio, on the 15th of 
January, 1871, and is a son of Dr. Winfield Scott Smith, long a physi- 
cian and dentist at Cleveland, Ohio. Dr. Smith was a native son of 
the old Buckeye state and he received an excellent educational train- 
ing in his youth, having ably supplemented his preliminary discipline 
by a course of study in college, in the medical department of which he 
was graduated with the degree of Doctor of Medicine. He was also 
graduated in the dental profession. He married Miss Pamelia Clark, 
likewise a native of Ohio, and they became the parents of five children, 
namely: Charles, Bessie, Jennie, Transilia and Theodore. 

Charles W. Smith, oldest in order of birth of the above-mentioned 
children, after completing the curriculum of the public schools of 
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Cleveland was graduated in a business course in the Ohio Business Uni- 
versity. For three years thereafter he was employed in his father's 
office, where he acquired a thorough knowledge of the medical profes- 
sion. Instead of devoting his life to that line of endeavor, however, he 
entered upon an apprenticeship at the printers' trade, in which he 
eventually became an expert journeyman. In 1896 he enlisted in the 
United States army as a member of Troop B, First United States Cav- 
alry, serving in that capacity for the ensuing three years, that period 
including service in the Spanish-American war, at the expiration of 
which he was honorably discharged, with the rank of orderly sergeant. 
He came to Michigan in 1900 and located at Mount Pleasant, where he 
remained for five years. For two years thereafter he resided at Cadil- 
lac, where he was foreman in the printing establishment of Perry Powers. 
In 1910 he removed to LeRay, where he established the LeRay Sun 
and where his identification with the printing business as editor and 
publisher has been of an eminently successful order. It is interesting 
to note that at one time in his youth Mr. Smith was a rolling-skater 
performer with Ringling Brothers' circus and for two years he was 
similarly engaged with the Lun Brothers. 

On the 2nd of December, 1908, was recorded the marriage of Mr. 
Smith to Miss Lucetta Donigan, who was born and reared in Lake 
county, Michigan, and who is a daughter of John Donigan, of Cadillac. 
The father is a carpenter by trade and is a prominent and influential 
citizen in Cadillac. Mr. Smith is a valued and appreciative member 
of the International Typographical Union and he is also affiliated with 
the Royal Arcanum. Endowed by nature with high intellectual quali- 
ties, to which have been added experiences of interesting order, Mr. 
Smith's is an attractive personality. 

George B. Holmes. — A resident of Alpena county for more than 
forty years, this well known and highly esteemed citizen is numbered 
among the representative business men and progressive citizens of the 
city of Alpena, where he is still actively identified with the lumber busi- 
ness, with which line of enterprise he has been concerned for many 
years. 

George B. Holmes was bom near Strathroy, province of Ontario, 
Canada, on the 22d of August, 1857, and is a son of William and Mary 
Holmes, both of whom were born in county Armagh, Ireland, and both 
of whom died when their son George B. was a child. Of the three chil- 
dren he is the elder of the two now living, and his brother, Albert W., 
is a resident of the state of Idaho. William Holmes was reared and edu- 
cated in his native land, whence he immigrated to America when a 
young man. He located in Middlesex county, province of Ontario, Can- 
ada, and was there engaged i^ agricultural pursuits until his death. 
After the death of his parents George B. Holmes was taken into the 
home of his aunt, Mrs. Richard Scott, and when he was seven years of 
age he accompanied them on their removal to Michigan. He was reared 
in Alpena county and was twelve years of age at the time when his 
uncle and aunt here established their home in 1869. His educational 

training was secured in the public schools and when a mere boy he found 
Vol. in— 17 
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employment in connection with fishing operations at Alpena. Later he 
worked in lumbering camps during tJie winter seasons and also gained 
his full quota of experience in driving logs down the rivers of this sec- 
tion of the state. He continued to be thus occupied until the autumn 
of 1882, when, shortly after his marriage, he engaged in lumbering 
operations in an independent way. He pui^chased one hundred and 
twenty acres of timber land on Gilchrist creek, Alpena county, and 
from the product of this tract he realized sufficient profit to enable 
him to broaden the scope of his lumbering enterprise. He had variotis 
partners in his operations and finally, in 1890, he became associated 
with Charles H. Reynolds in the purchase of the Pack building in 
Alpena. He is still one of the owners of this fine business block. In 
1891 the firm of Holmes & Reynolds purchased a large tract of timber 
and stumpage land in Douglas county, Wisconsin, where they erected 
a sawmill and continued lumbering operations until 1895, when they 
sold the property and business to Cross, Badger & Company, of Chi- 
cago. For five years Mr. Holmes was one of the interested principals 
in the Churchill Lumber Company, and for a number of years he was 
associated with John Nicholson in lumbering operations in the vicinity 
of Alpena, under the firm name of Holmes & Nicholson. During the 
last few years he has been interested with his son George H. in the 
lumber business, under the firm name of George H. Holmes & Co. In 
1893 Mr. Holmes became one of the organizers of the Churchill Lumber 
Company, previously mentioned, and he was vice-president of this cor- 
poration until 1907, when he sold his interest in the same. He is a 
member of the directorate of the Alpena County Savings Bank and 
is auditor and a director of the Hillman Savings Bank, at Hillman, 
Montmorency county. 

As a citizen Mr. Holmes has been signally loyal and public-spirited, 
and he has given effective service in various local offices of trust. He 
served two terms as supervisor of the Third ward of Alpena, was city 
comptroller for one term, and for six years was incumbent of the posi- 
tion of police commissioner. In politics he is found arrayed as a stal- 
wart supporter of the cause of the Republican party. An apprecia- 
tive member of the time-honored Masonic fraternity, Mr. Holmes' local 
affiliations in the same are as here noted: Alpena Lodge, No. 199, 
Free & Accepted Masons; Thunder Bay Chapter, No. 74, Royal Arch 
Masons; and Alpena Commandery, No. 34, Knights Templars. He is 
also identified with Michigan Sovereign Consistory, Ancient Accepted 
Scottish Rite Masonry, in the city of Detroit, and in the same has 
received the thirty-second degree. In the metropolis of the state he 
also holds membership in Moslem Temple, Ancient Arabic Order of the 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 

On the 20th of September, 1882, was solemnized the marriage of 
Mr. Holmes to Miss Harriet Riley, who was born, reared and educated 
in Sanilac county, Michigan, and who is a daughter of John and Eliza 
E. (Reynolds) Riley, both of whom were bom near the city of Dublin, 
Ireland, and both of whom were children at the time of the immigra- 
tion of the respective families to America. They were reared and edu- 
cated in the province of Ontario, Canada, where their marriage was 
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solemnized, and both passed the closing years of their lives in Sanilae 
county, Michigan, where Mr. Riley died at the age of sixty-seven and 
his wife at the age of seventy years. Mr. and Mrs. Holmes have two 
children: George H. and Mary H. Miss Mary is a popular factor in 
connection with the best social activities of her native city. 

George H. Holmes, only son of him whose name initiates this re- 
view, was born in Alpena on the 1st of November, 1883, and after fin- 
ishing his education in the public schools, he continued his studies for 
two years in the Michigan State Agricultural College, near Lansing. 
As has already been noted, he is associated with his father in the lumber 
business, and he is known as one of the enterprising and progressive 
young business men of his native city. He gives his allegiance to the 
Republican party, and is affiliated with Alpena Lodge, No. 199, Free & 
Accepted Masons, and Thunder Bay Chapter, No. 74, Royal Arch 
Masons. 

On the 28th of August, 1907, was solemnized the marriage of George 
H. Holmes to Miss Grace E. Maltz, who was bom in Alpena and who 
is a daughter of George L. Maltz, one of the most honored and influ- 
ential citizens of this section of the state. 

WhjLiam H. Steele is one of the representative citizens of North- 
port, Leelanau county, Michigan, playing an important part in the life 
of the community as a dealer in all kinds of farm produce and as super- 
intendent of the Citizens' Telephone Company, of Northport. He 
enjoys the confidence of the community in which he is best known, and 
has served in several important public capacities. He is a native son 
of the state and very loyal to its interests. He was born at Freesoil, 
April 26, 1865, and his parents were Wilber F. and Martha J. (Voice) 
Steele, both of whom were born in Illinois. On the maternal side he 
comes of one of the early pioneer families of Michigan. Both his father 
and mother, Wilber F. and Martha J. (Voice) Steele, were bom in 
Illinois. The latter came to Traverse City with her parents in one of 
the first schooners to reach the shores of northern Michigan and as a 
young woman she played a valuable and estimable part in the life of 
the new community, teaching the first school at Northport during the 
winter months, and by the influence of her admirable personality teach- 
ing far more than the so-called Three R's. The father was also one 
of the early Northport school teachers. 

The early education of Mr. Steele was secured in the district schools 
and it was finished upon a stage while making the journey between 
Northport and Traverse City. His father had the contract to carry 
the mail between these two points and when William was sixteen years 
of age he began to drive the stage. During the long journey he conned 
his school books and greatly assisted an interrupted education, while 
at the same time relieving the tedium of the oft-recurring journey. At 
times he was obliged to drive for miles on the ice during the winter 
months and often when the ice was breaking up would be compelled to 
jump the horse from one cake of ice to the other, leaving the sleigh, 
'vith which he had started, behind and making the rest of the journey 
on horseback. After seven years' experience as a stage driver, during 
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which he met with a number of adventures, he engaged in buying fruit 
and took the product of his father ^s orchard on shares. His plans grew 
in scope and he bought fruit from other farmers, and in order to reach 
the Chicago Markets he found it necessary to gather the fruit in wagons 
of his own and haul it to Traverse City, from whence it was shipped 
to the great metropolis. He later engaged in the purchase of potatoes, 
apples and farm produce for a Chicago firm, and after being engaged 
thus for some time he again began the fruit purchasing business on his 
own account. In 1890 he established himself even more substantially, 
erecting a store and handling all kinds of farm produce. In this he 
is now engaged and is one of the best known and most prosperous of 
Michigan fruit men. In evidence of his prestige in the field with which 
he is identified is the fact that in 1909 and 1910 he was given charge 
of the packing and shipment of the fruit exhibit of western Michigan 
which was held in Chicago. Several years ago, in 1907, Mr. Steele was 
appointed local superintendent of the Citizens' Telephone Company, 
and he has given remarkable evidence of business acumen and fine 
executive ability in his management of its affairs. 

Mr. Steele was married in 1887, the lady to become his wife and 
the mistress of his household being Miss Sarah Sanborn, of Leelanau, 
Michigan. She was born in Canada, and came to Michigan with her 
parents when a child. To the union four children have been bom and 
all bid fair to become useful and brilliant citizens. Morgan C, the eld- 
est son, is an editor and is located at Sutton's Bay, Michigan. He is 
a brilliant youn^ fellow and is far advanced for his years. When 
only twelve years of age he superintended the issuing of a newspaper 
and for a fortnight during the absence of the editor acted in that capac- 
ity. Eugene R. is at school and will be graduated in 1911. Ida is with 
her brother at Sutton's Bay; and Albert, the youngest member of the 
family, is at home and in attendance at the public schools. 

In addition to his business interests, which are of broad scope and 
importance, Mr. Steele has assumed several public obligations and ever 
with great satisfaction to all concerned. He has been a member of the 
village board, has acted as village clerk, and in 1910 was census enume- 
rator. 

William Reed. — Enterprising and progressive, William Reed, now 
serving as postmaster at Luther, is numbered among the foremost mer- 
chants of that place and as one of the ablest business men of Lake 
county. He was bom in Howard City, Michigan, July 18, 1876, a 
son of the late John Reed, of Scotch-Irish ancestry. 

John Reed was bom in Dublin, Ireland, of Scotch parentage, and 
was there educated, receiving a practical knowledge of books. When 
eighteen years of age he immigrated to America, locating in Toronto, 
Canada, where for a time he was variously occupied. Having accu- 
mulated quite a sum of money, he erected a hotel in that city, and con- 
ducted it several seasons, with excell^t pecuniary results. Going from 
there to Warren, Ohio, he branched out in a new industry, establishing 
a soap factory. He succeeded so well in his venturer that he thought 
to enlarge his business by opening another soap factory in Goshen, In- 
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diana. His management of that, too, proved satisfactory, but he had 
the misfortune to lose all of his property through signing notes for 
other people. Left with no other resources than his spirit of courage 
and perseverance, he moved with his family to Howard City, Michigan, 
where he accepted a position as stationary engineer with the firm of 
Mender & Shaw. Wisely investing his salary in town lots, he made 
some money as a dealer in real estate, and having accumulated a suf- 
ficient sum went to Virginia and bought a plantation near Petersburg, 
where he carried on general farming a number of years. Opening then 
a lumber mill, he gave his sales agent full power of control, and again 
lost all of his possessions. Scarce discouraged, however, he came back 
to Michigan, and after living awhile in both Big Rapids and Cadillac 
settled in Luther, Lake county, where he continued a resident until his 
death, in the fifty-ninth year of his age. He married, in Ohio, Elizabeth 
Charters, who wa^ born and reared in Ireland, and of their five chil- 
dren two died in infancy and three are living, as follows: Clara, Vina 
and William. 

William Reed attended the public schools of Michigan, Ohio, Vir- 
ginia and Canada, obtaining the best possible education under the cir- 
cumstances. While yet in his teens he began life for himself, for three 
years clerking in the dry goods establishment of S. Buekner, in Luther. 
He was afterwards clerk in the grocery of Del Gardner for two years, 
and was then for two years buyer for the J. S. Steams Lumber Com- 
pany. In 1900 Mr. Reed embarked in mercantile pursuits on his own 
account, beginning on a modest scale, and has continued to the present 
time, his success each year warranting him in enlarging his operations 
until now he has one of the best-stocked and best-managed stores of the 
kind in this section of the county. 

Mr. Reed married, January 24, 1900, Mabel Griffen, who was born 
in Indiana, and came to Lake county, Michigan, with her parents, and 
was here educated, and before her marriage taught school in Luther. 
Her father, Edgar Griffen, served as a soldier in the Civil war. Mr. 
and Mrs. Reed have one child, Kenneth Reed. 

Politically Mr. Reed is a stanch adherent of the Republican party, 
and has served as township and village clerk, and as president of the 
village. He is now a member of the City Council, and is serving as 
postmaster, a position to which he was appointed in 1908. He is af- 
filiated with various fraternal organizations, belonging to the Ancient 
Free and Accepted Order of Masons ; to the Knights of the Maccabees ; 
to the Modem Woodmen of America, and to the Eastern Star. 

Elisha B. Rayburn. — Among the leading exponents of the agri- 
cultural and live-stock industries in Alpena county is numbered this 
well known and highly esteemed citizen, whose fine landed estate is 
located in Ossineke township, near the village of Hubbard Lake. This 
farm comprises three hundred and twenty acres and is conceded to be 
one of the best improved in the county. It is devoted to diversified 
agriculture and the raising of high-grade live stock and has been the 
home of Mr. Rayburn since 1890. 

Elisha Benjamin Rayburn has been a resident of Michigan for 
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nearly forty-five years, but claims the province of Ontario, Canada, as 
the place of his nativity. He was born on a pioneer farm in Caledonia 
township, York county, Ontario, some miles distant from the city of 
Toronto, on the 8th of August, 1833, so that he is now nearing the age 
of four score years, though his physical and mental powers have been 
so admirably preserved that he has the appearance and virile strength 
of one many years his junior. He has virtually retired from the more 
arduous labors that marked so many years of his life, but still gives an 
active general supervision to the work of his splendid farm. Mr. Ray- 
bum is a son of Robert and Elizabeth (Hilliak) Rayburn, the former 
of whom was bom in Ireland, in 1776, of Scotch parentage, and the 
latter of whom was likewise a native of the fair Emerald Isle, where 
she was born in the year 1787. The parents both passed the closing 
years of their lives in York county, Ontario, where the father died in 
1866, at the patriarchal age of ninety years, and where the mother died 
in the following year, at the age of eighty years. They became the 
parents of seven children, and of the three now living the subject of 
this review is the eldest; Elizabeth is the widow of William Scott, and 
John remains on the old homestead farm in York county, Ontario. 
Robert Rayburn was reared and educated in his native land and there 
his marriage was solemnized. He was identified with agricultural pur- 
suits in Ireland until 1816, when he immigrated with his family to 
America and established his home in Caledonia township, York county, 
Ontario, where he secured a tract of land and reclaimed a iarm from 
the wilderness. Upon this homestead, now a most valuable property, 
he and his wife passed the residue of their long, useful and worthy 
lives, secure in the high regard of all who knew them. They were 
most zealous members of the Presbyterian church and in Ireland the 
father was an active member of the organization of Protestants known 
as the Orangemen, but after he came to Canada he did not approve of 
the methods of the local organization and did not identify himself 
therewith. 

He whose name initiates this article was reared under the sturdy 
discipline of the pioneer farm which was the place of his birth, and 
thus he early learned the lessons of practical industry, the while he 
was afforded the advantages of the common schools of the locality and 
period. He continued to be identified with agricultural pursuits in 
the province of Ontario until 1866, when he removed with his family 
to Michigan and established his home in St. Clair county. He rented 
a farm and devoted his attention to its cultivation, besides which he 
found employment in other lines, finally becoming the owner of a 
farm, which he disposed of at the time of his removal to Alpena county, 
in 1886. Here he was variously employed until 1890, when he pur- 
chased his present farm of three hundred and twenty acres, in Ossi- 
neke township, where he has since resided. The greater portion of the 
tract had been cleared of timber but was virtually unimproved for 
agricultural purposes. With the aid of his sons Mr. Rayburn has 
brought the greater portion of his farm under effective cultivation, and 
his energy, enterprise and progressive methods have been shown in the 
fine improvements which he has made on the place, including the erec- 
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tion of his commodious and attractive modern residence. In the autumn 
of 1910 his barn and granaries were destroyed by fire, entailing a loss 
of more than four thousand dollars, and he has since erected a large 
and substantial barn, with stone basement and the best of facilities. 
In connection with the growing of the various crops best suited to the 
' soil and climate, Mr. Raybum has given special attention to the rais- 
ing of high-grade cattle and other live stock. He has excellent judg- 
ment and marked business acumen, and through his well directed efforts 
he has been specially successful in both departments of his farming 
enterprise, and he is one of the representative agriculturists of the 
county, loyal to its interests and ever ready to lend his aid in the 
promotion of enterprises tending to conserve the material and civic 
prosperity of the community. 

In politics Mr. Rayburn accords unequivocal allegiance to the cause 
of the Republican party, and he is well fortified in his opinions in 
regard to public affairs. The confidence and esteem reposed in him 
in the community is attested by the fact that he served two terms as 
treasurer of his township, though he has never been ambitious for public 
office. He is a zealous member of the Methodist Episcopal church and 
is active in the affairs of the church of this denomination at Hubbard 
Lake. His wife, who was his loved ^nd devoted companion and help- 
meet for more than half a century, was likewise a devoted member 
of the same church, and her faith was shown in her daily life. 

In the year 1857 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Rayburn to 
Miss Mary McGregor, and she was summoned to the life eternal on 
the 31st of January, 1910, after a wedded life covering the long pe- 
riod of fifty-three years. Her death was the great loss and bereavement 
of the life of her husband, but he is sustained and comforted in the 
gracious memories of their long and loving companionship. Mrs. Ray- 
bum was bom in the province of Ontario, Canada, in the year 1835, 
and was a daughter of Charles and Margaret (McCall) McGregor, the 
former a native of Scotland and the latter of the state of New York. 
She was fifth in a family of four sons and four daughters. Mr. and 
Mrs. Raybum became the parents of eight children, concerning whom 
the following brief record is entered in conclusion of this review : Robert 
resides in the city of Detroit, where he is superintendent of a large 
lumbering business; Margaret died, unmarried, at the age of thirty- 
six years; Charles married and remains on his father's farm and has 
the active supervision of its operation; Mary C. is the wife of John 
Hatton and they reside in the city. of Alpena; Martha is the widow of 
Leon Marshall; Benjamin is postmaster at Hubbard Lake, Alpena 
county, and is also incumbent of the office of supervisor of Ossineke 
township; Frederick is superintendent of a medical laboratory in the 
city of Toledo, Ohio ; and Frank is associated in the work and manage- 
ment of the home farm. Mr. Raybum is a man whose has labored with 
all of earnestness during the years of his long and active career, and 
he is now enjoying the generous reward of former years of toil and en- 
deavor, secure in the esteem of his fellow men and compassed by most 
pleasing environments. 
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William H. White. — One of the most important original sources of 
material development and opulent prosperity in northern Michigan 
lay in the great forests, which in the primitive period were unexcelled 
by any in the world. The lumbering industry in that section drew to 
itself men of great capacity and foresight, and through its medium have 
been gained magnificent fortunes, while there has been an important 
concomitant influence upon all departments of civic and material ad- 
vancement and cumulative prosperity. Among those who have been con- 
spicuously identified with the timber and lumber industry of Michigan 
is William H. White, of Boyne City, Charlevoix county, Michigan, and 
his career has been marked by definite initiative and progressive- 
ness, by well earned success, and by a personal integrity and honor 
that have gained to him the inviolable confidence and esteem of 
his fellow men. Few at the present day are more prominently and widely 
known in connection with lumbering operations in northern Michigan, 
and it would be difficult to find one whose knowledge of this line of in- 
dustry is more authoritative and comprehensive. Both by character and 
matured powers Mr. White has proved himself admirably equipped for 
leadership and he is to be noted as a man of large affairs, great business 
acumen and progressive enterprise. The many extensive industrial con- 
cerns with which he is identified have played important part in further- 
ing generic progress and prosperity in this section of the Wolverine state, 
and his civic loyalty and public spirit have been in evidence at all times. 
He stands at the head of a half dozen large corporations most prominently 
concerned with lumbering and concomitant operations and has shown 
distinctive constructive and administrative ability, the while he has been 
in the most significant sense the architect of his own fortunes. Such men 
merit deference and approbation for their worthy accomplishment, and 
as one of the world's great army of productive workers Mr. White is 
properly accorded recognition in this history of a section of Michigan to 
whose development and upbuilding he has contributed in most generous 
measure. 

Mr. White is president of the Boyne City Lumber Company, which 
is incorporated with a capital stock of five hundred thousand dollars; 
was the organizer and is secretary of the Tillamook Yellow Fir Company, 
of Oregon, of which his brother Thomas is president ; is president of the 
W. H, White Lumber Company, capitalized for twelve hundred thousand 
dollars; is president of the White Brothers Lumber Company, of Van- 
couver Island, which bases its operations upon the great capital stock of 
two million dollars ; is president of the White Veneer Company, of Boyne 
City ; and is identified with several other large industrial enterprises, in 
the establishing of which he was the dominating factor. He has like- 
wise gained distinction as one of the successful railroad builders of north- 
em Michigan, and another of his notable achievements was the organi- 
zation of the First National Bank of Boyne City, of which he is presi- 
dent and in which his careful and discriminating administration has made 
it one of the strong and popular financial institutions of the state. 

William H. White, one of Michigan's veritable *^ captains of indus- 
try," was born at Owen Sound, province of Ontario, Canada, on the 12th 
of April, 1859, and is a son of William and Anna (Clements) White. 
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Both of the parents were born in the north of Ireland and the lineage of 
each is traced back to the staunchest of Scottish origin, the respective 
families having been numbered with many others of the Scottish stock 
who left their native land owing to religious and governmental persecu- 
tions and crossed over the border into Ireland to found new homes and 
stand exemplar of sterling character and worthy accomplishment in their 
own and later generations. William White was born in 1830 and passed 
the closing years of his life in Essex, Ontario, where he died in 1878. 
His widow still survives him and has attained to the venerable age of 
eighty-nine years. She maintains her home in Boyne City, Michigan, 
and is held in reverent affection by all who have come within the sphere 
of her gentle and gracious influence. Of the six sons and six daughters, 
five of the sons and four of the daughters are now living and of the num- 
ber William H., of this review, was the second in order of birth. 

William White, the honored father of him whose name initiates this 
sketch, was reared and educated in his native land and as a young man 
he manifested his ambition and adventurous spirit by severing the home 
ties and immigrating to America. He established his home in the pro- 
vince of Ontario, Canada, and through the application of his sterling 
energies there provided admirably for his family during the passing 
years, marked by earnest and honest endeavor on his part and by integrity 
of purpose from which there was naught of deviation. As a buyer of cat- 
tle he went from one part of the country to another, and he drove his 
cattle from point to point until he had accumulated a sufficient number 
to justify shipment to the eastern markets. This line of enterprise he 
continued to follow until the close of his life and he was w^ell known as a 
cattle drover, a term that is now practically obsolete, owing to the modern 
facilities for the handling of this line of industrial enterprise. 

William H. White is indebted to the schools of his native province for 
his early educational discipline, which has been most effectively supple- 
mented by the lessons learned under the direction of that wisest of head- 
masters, experience, and his initial labors were those accorded in con- 
nection with the farm owned by his father. He finally became identified 
with lumbering operations in the Dominion of Canada and through prac- 
tical application learned the details of the business in every department, 
as may be better understood when it is stated that he began his career in 
this connection in the humble capacity of a chopper. He utilized his 
youthful vigor in thus chopping cordwood and received in compensation 
for his services sixty-two and one-half cents a cord. There is marked dif- 
ferentiation between his status at this period of his career and that of 
the present time, w^hen he is known as one of the veritable lumber kings 
of America. 

In 1875, about three years prior to the death of his honored father, 
Mr. White secured employment in lumber camps in Essex county, On- 
tario, and later he operated a steam threshing machine for two seasons. 
Thereafter he became an employe in a saw mill in Essex county, and in 
the year 1881 he came to Michigan and secured similar employment in a 
mill at East Jordan, Charlevoix county, owned by the John Monroe Com- 
pany, whence he removed to Boyne City, this county, in 1883. Here he 
operated a small saAv P^ill and broom handle factory in partnership, for a 
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period of about three years, with R. E. Newvill in the latter 's log con- 
tracting operations, and at the expiration of this time he purchased the 
business of Mr. Newvill, including a saw and planing mill, and thus gave 
inception to his independent operations in connection with the great in- 
dustry in which it has been his to gain so distinctive success and prestige. 
Shortly after thus beginning operations Mr. White admitted Robert R. 
Perkins, to partnership, whose interests he repurchased in 1886, within 
which year he expanded the scope of his enterprise by securing 
timber lands in the vicinity of Boyne City, Michigan, where he 
also became the owner of a well equipped saw mill. By indefati- 
gable industry and good management he had by this time estab- 
lished his business upon a secure financial basis, and to facilitate the 
various operations he effected the organization of the W. H. White Lum- 
ber Company. He then entered into a two years' contract to ship two 
million feet of lumber each year to the Sheboygan market. His brother 
James had secured a fourth interest in the business at the time of the 
organization of the W. H. White Lumber Company, and his brothers, 
Thomas and George, held another fourth interest for a period of about 
five years, at the expiration of which Thomas bought George's interest. 
William H. White has been president of the company bearing his name 
from the time of its inception and its operations reached large scope and 
importance. 

Mr. White is a man of diverse interests and of splendid constructive 
and administrative ability. In 1902 he effected the incorporation of the 
Boyne City Lumber Company, with a capital stock of five hundred thou- 
sand dollars, and assumed the presidency of the new corporation, which 
continues to be one of the most important identified with the lumber busi- 
ness in this section of the state. He is president of the Boyne City, Gay- 
lord & Alpena Railroad Company, which now operates a line of one hun- 
dred and two miles and has excellent equipment. He was the projector 
of this road, which was originally constructed for the facilitating of his 
lumbering operations. The first ten miles of the line were completed on 
the 28th of August, 1893, and before the closing of navigation on Lake 
Michigan that season two million feet of logs had been transported over 
the line to Boyne City and from the latter port to Sheboygan, Wisconsin. 

In 1902 Mr. White became one of the most influential factors in the 
organization of the First National Bank of Boyne City, which was in- 
corporated with a capital stock of fifty thousand dollars, and which is the 
successor of a state bank of which he had previously been president and 
which was capitalized for twenty-five thousand dollars. Mr. White has 
been president of the First National Bank from the time of its organ- 
ization and has directed its policies with characteristic progressiveness 
and care, with the result that it has become one of the substantial and 
valued monetary institutions of this favored section of the Wolverine 
state. In 1907 he was one of the organizers of the Tillamook Yellow Ce- 
dar & Fir Company, of Oregon, which has a capital stock of sixteen hun- 
dred thousand dollars and of which his brother Thomas is president. In 
the same year he organized the White Brothers Lumber Company, for 
operations on Vancouver Island, British Columbia. This corporation has 
a capital stock of two million dollars and controls ninety thousand acres 
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of timber land, the estimated yield of which has been placed conservatively 
at five billion feet of lumber. Mr. White is also one of the interested 
principals in the White Transportation Steamship Company which op- 
erates a line of modern vessels plying between Boyne City, Chicago, Buf- 
falo and Georgian Bay and of which his brother James A. is president. 
This company is incorporated with a capital stock of fifty thousand dol- 
lars. From the foregoing brief data it may be seen that William H. White 
is a man of great executive ability, indefatigable energy, initiative power 
and distinctive genius in the combination and concentration of forces at 
command, and that he has made a record that will redound to his honor 
as a man of affairs and as a promoter of civic and material prosperity. 
It may further be stated that he is an officer of the company that is erect- 
ing the magnificent new hotel, The Wolverine, in Boyne City, of which 
company Thomas White is president. 

Essentially a business man, Mr. White has had no desire to enter the 
arena of practical politics or to seek public office, though he is a staunch 
adherent of the Republican party and as a citizen is essentially loyal, 
progressive and liberal, — one ever ready to lend his co-operation in the 
promotion of enterprises and measures projected for the general good of 
the community. 

.In the year 1880 Mr. White wedded Miss Abigail Wigle, daughter of 
Simon S. Wigle, and she was summoned to the life eternal in 1889, being 
survived by two children. Pearl E. White, who is the wife of Joseph 
Ralph Aldendifer of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and L. H, White, super-* 
intendent of the Boyne City, Gay lor & Alpena Railroad, and who has 
evidenced considerable strength in that capacity. Mr. Joseph Ralph 
Aldendifer, Mr. W. H. White's son-in-law has charge of the retail busi- 
ness and yard of Boyne City. 

In October, 1899, Mr. White contracted a second marriage, by his 
union with Miss M. Louise Reeder, daughter of Daniel Reeder, a rep- 
resentative citizen of Lake City, Michigan. No children have been born 
of the second marriage. Mrs. White is a popular factor in connection 
with the social activities of Boyne City, where she is a gracious chatelaine 
of the beautiful family home, known as a center of generous but un- 
ostentatious hospitality. 

Julius B. Lund, of Cheboygan, president of that thriving enter- 
prise, The Lund Dry Dock Company, is one of the well known and 
respected business men of this part of the state. He is a native of the 
country which has given many good citizens to the United States — 
Norway — his birth having occurred in the capital city, Christiania, July 
8, 1849. He is a son of Carl and Karen Lund and was left an orphan 
when a young lad, his father dying when he was eight years of age and 
his mother the following year. 

By the death of his parents, young Lund was thrown upon his 
own resources at an early age and learned the trade of a mechanical 
engineer. According to the custom of his country he served his time 
in the army and the discipline of military life doubtless proved bene- 
ficial to him in more ways than one. On August 13, 1871, Mr. Lund 
wa^ united in marriage to Miss Johanna Carlson, The thoughts of 
the young couple soon turned towards America, with its opportunities 
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and advantages, and in 1873 they bade farewell to the friends on the 
other side and set sail, arriving at Quebec on May 28, of that y^ar. 
They remained there but a short time and then came on to Chicago, 
Mr. Lund soon finding employment in the rebuilding of the bridges 
over the Chicago river which had been burned in the historic fire of 
1871. Subsequent to that, Mr. Lund worked for about eighteen months 
in the Illinois coal mines and then moved his family to Collingwood, 
Ontario, where they remained for about three years. 

From Collingwood Mr. Lund came to Cheboygan, where good for- 
tujies and prosperity have been his portion. He arrived here in the 
year the Michigan Central Railroad was built into the city, when con- 
ditions were very different from the present, for the town and com- 
munity were new. He chose as an occupation the one which promised 
immediate and stoady returns for labor — the lumber business — becom- 
ing an employe of Thompson Smith & Sons. He spent the first winter 
in the woods and then was employed in a sawmill by the same firm. 

Quitting its service, he became engineer for James F. Maloney & 
Brothers in their brewery, and after leaving them was engineer in 
the Pfister & Vogel Leather Company's tannery, with which he was con- 
nected until he became chief engineer for the Cheboygan Paper Com- 
pany. He then entered business for himself, engaging in the machinist's 
brass and iron foundry business and manufacturing ship builders and 
dry dock fixtures. The Lund Dry Dock Company, which is one of 
the important concerns of the city has a capital stock of sixty-five 
thousand dollars. The growth of the business has been exceedingly 
great. Only a few years ago Mr. Lund and his sons, Charles and Rob- 
ert W., started a small dry dock and ship yard in Cheboygan on the 
east side of the river, their capital stock being five thousand dollars 
and their energy and skill as mechanics. Today they own the real 
estate, over three and one-half acres of land with six hundred and 
twenty feet of frontage on the east side of Cheboygan river, a well 
equipped machine shop, foundry and the necessary appliances for haul- 
ing out, rebuilding and repairing small sized water craft, such as tugs, 
lighters, yachts, etc., up to one hundred feet in length, the whole plant 
representing an actual cash value of twenty-five thousand dollars, with- 
out any encumbrances and all paid for out of the business itself in three 
years. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Lund have been born eight children, two of whom 
are deceased. Charles, the eldest, who is one of the Lund Dry Dock 
Company, is a master mechanic, who has just completed a three and one- 
half years' contract with the city of Buffalo, New York, and has accepted 
another to make extensive improvements to the water works at Yonkers- 
on-the-Hudson. George is foreman in the machine shop of the Julius 
B. Lund & Sons Company; Robert is superintendent of the shipyards 
belonging to the company; Mabel is next in order of birth; Arthur 
is learning his trade as machinist; and Alice is the youngest member 
of the family. 

Julius B. Lund is a public-spirited citizen and a loyal and active 
Democrat. He has served two terms as supervisor of the fifth ward 
in Cheboygan and he performed the duties of this office with great 
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credit to himself and benefit to the city. His fraternal relations extend 
to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, No. 504, and the name 
of Lund stands for good citizenship, progress and good business prin- 
ciples. 

WhjLIam E. Moon, M. D. — The medical profession in northern 
Michigan has an able, successful and popular representative in the 
person of this well known physician and surgeon of Traverse City, 
where he has been engaged in active general practice for more than a 
decade and a half. 

On the old homestead farm near the village of Forsyth, Macon 
county, Illinois, Dr. Moon was bom on the 10th of November, 1863, 
and he is a son of Edwin F. and Sarah M. (Lippincott) Moon, who 
now reside in the town of Audubon, Iowa, where the father is living 
virtually retired, after many years of active and successful identifica- 
tion with the great basic industry of agriculture. He was bom in the 
state of Ohio, in 1840, and is a scion of one of the sterling pioneer 
families of the old Buckeye commonwealth. His father, James R.^Moon 
wajs born in North Carolina and the lineage of the family is traced 
back to stanch Scotch-Irish origin. When Edwin F. Moon was a lad 
of nine years his parents removed to Illinois and located in Bureau 
county, whence they later removed to Macon county, that state, where 
they passed the residue of their lives and where the father reclaimed a 
productive farm. In that county Edwin F. Moon was reared to ma- 
turity, in the meanwhile availing himself of the advantages of the 
common schools of the locality and period. There he continued to 
be actively engaged in farming until 1876, when he removed to Au- 
dubon county, Iowa, where he purchased a tract of land and developed 
a fine farm. He continued to give his active supervision to this prop- 
erty until about 1890, when he located in the village of Audubon, that 
county, where he has since lived retired, after many years of earnest 
toil and endeavor. He is a man of strong personality and intrinsic 
integrity, so that he has not been denied the fullest measure of popular 
confidence and esteem. He is a Republican in his political proclivities. 
]\f rs. Moon was born in New Jersey and is a member of the well known 
Lippincott family whose name has been identified with American an- 
nals since the Colonial epoch. Her marriage to Mr. Moon was solemn- 
ized in the state of Illinois, where her parents established their home in 
the pioneer days. Edwin F. and Sarah M. (Lippincott) Moon became 
the parents of six children and of those who are living Dr. William E. 
is the eldest; James H. is a resident of Motley, Minnesota, where he 
is engaged in farming ; Minnie is the wife of C. M. Forney, of Baxter, 
Iowa; Daisy died in infancy; Winfield S. is a physician by vocation 
and resides at Atlantic, Iowa ; and Alice is the wife of Charles Layland, 
of Audubon, Iowa. 

Dr. "William E. Moon gained his rudimentary education in the dis- 
trict schools of his native county and was thirteen years of age at the 
time of the family removal to Audubon county, Iowa, where he was 
reared to adult age and where he continued his studies in the public 
schools until he had become eligible for pedagogic honors. He began 
teaching in the district schools when he was twenty years of age and 
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he devoted his attention to this profession for a period of six years, 
within which, however, he was enabled to supplement his individual 
training by a course in Northern Indiana Business University & Normal 
School, now known as the Northern Indiana University, at Valparaiso. 
Having formulated definite plans for a future career, Dr. Moon finally 
entered the Keokuk Medical College, a well ordered institution in the 
city of Keokuk, Iowa, and in the same he was graduated as a member 
of the class of 1892. He duly received his degree of Doctor of Medi- 
cine and came forth well fortified for the work of his exacting pro- 
fession, as his success in the same has admirably demonstrated, the while 
he has kept himself thoroughly in line with the advances made in both 
medicine and surgery. Soon after his graduation Dr. Moon came to 
northern Michigan and located in the city of Menominee, where he was 
engaged in practice until 1893, when he removed to Bloomer, Chippewa 
county, Wisconsin, which continued to be the scene of his professional 
labors until 1894, when he established his permanent residence in Trav- 
erse City, where he has since been engaged in general practice and 
whereu his success has been on a party with his marked ability as a 
physician and surgeon. He was the first incumbent of the office of 
county coroner of Grand Traverse county and retained this office for 
four years. He has been progressive and public-spirited as a citizen 
and has shown definite appreciation of the attractions and resources 
of this favored section of the state. In East Bay township, six and 
one-haLf miles distant from Traverse City, he is the owner of a fine 
landed estate of one hundred acres, and this place, known as Hilltop 
farm is recognized as one of the best fruit farms in the county, having 
been improved with nine thousand fruit trees planted by the doctor. 
The finest varieties of apples, peaches and cherries are grown on this 
place and Dr. Moon takes great interest in the same and in the general 
advancement of fruit culture in the county. He has dealt successfully 
in real estate in this section and through his operations in this line has 
done much to further the march of development and industrial pros- 
perity. He has given his support to all measures and enterprises tend- 
ing to conserve the wellbeing of his home city and county and is at 
the present time representative of the fifth ward in the city council 
of Traverse City. He is identified with the Grand Traverse County 
Medical Society, the Michigan State Medical Society and the American 
Medical Association, and among other local organizations is affiliated 
with the Traverse City Lodge, No. 222, Free & Accepted Masons, and 
Traverse City Lodge, No. 73, Knights Templar. He is a stanch 
supporter of the cause of the Republican party. 

In the year 1887 Dr. Moon wedded Miss Lucetta Bates, of Audu- 
bon, Iowa, and she died on the 23d of May of the following year. She 
is survived by one son, Louis E., who is a member of the class of 1912 
in the medical department of the University of Michigan. In 1893 Dr. 
Moon married Miss Arabella McHenry, of Menominee, Michigan, from 
whom he was divorced, and she was summoned to eternal rest in 1908, 
being survived by one daughter, Blanche, who remains at the paternal 
home. On the 21st of September, 1903, was solemnized the marriage 
of Dr. Moon to his present wife, whose maiden name was Marie Brosche, 
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the daughter of Adolph Brosche, a prominent fruit-grower of the pen- 
insula. 

George Mahon, talented, clever and enterprising, holds a note- 
worthy position among the active and esteemed citizens of Grayling, 
Crawford county, and is numbered among its successful lawyers. He 
was born in 1850, in Ireland, where his parents, John and Hannah Ma- 
hon, spent their lives. 

The only member of his family to leave the Emerald Isle, Mr. Mahon 
immigrated to Canada in 1883, locating first in Toronto. From there 
he proceeded to Michigan, and for a number of years thereafter lived 
in Detroit and vicinity. Coming northward in 1902, he has since been 
a resident of Grayling, and actively identified with the promotion of 
its best interests. Entering the legal profession in 1907, Mr. Mahon 
has since built up a large and remunerative practice, his legal skill 
and ability being recognized and appreciated. In addition to his pro- 
fessional work, Mr. Mahon also carries on a substantial business as a 
collector for the Northern Michigan Agency and as a general collector 
for real estate owners in and adjacent to Grayling, his success in this 
line of work being worthy of remark. He takes an intelligent interest 
in public affairs, lending his influence towards the establishment of 
beneficial enterprises. For three terms he has served as justice of the 
peace, and is now notary public. Fraternally he is a member of the 
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons. 

Mr. Mahon has been twice married, the name of his first wife, to 
whom he was married in Ireland in 1872, having been Sarah Fox. He 
married in 1898 Miss Nettie Cole, and to them four children have been 
born, namely: George, Ruth, Theresa and Robert. 

John J. Mortimer. — Persistency and a determination to forge ahead 
are strong elements in prosperity, and they are found among the salient 
characteristics of John J. Mortimer, who has resided at East Jordan, 
Michigan, since 1904 and who is here engaged in the plumbing busi- 
ness. His advancement in the business world has been through' his own 
efforts and today he is enjoying a richly merited success, while the 
future is bright with promise. 

John J. Mortimer was bom in New York city, on the 5th of No- 
vember, 1876, and he is a son of James and Annie Teresa (Carrigan) 
Mortimer, both of whom were born on the Fair Emerald Isle, whence 
they immigrated to America with their respective parents while very 
young. The paternal grandfather of him to whom this sketch is dedi- 
cated was an expert stone cutter and carver by occupation, and after 
his arrival in the national metropolis he was engaged on a good deal 
of very important work. He had the distinction of cutting the stone 
cape to the entrance of Central Park of New York. Mr. and Mrs. 
James Mortimer were united in marriage in New York city. 

John J. Mortimer received his elementary educational training in 
a ward school in his native city and subsequently he attended and was 
graduated in Dellasable Academy, on Second street in New York city. 
At the age of eighteen years be entered upon an apprenticeship at the 
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plumber's trade and he served in that capacity for a period of three 
years, at the expiration of which he became a full-fledged journeyman. 
For one year after the completion of his apprenticeship he served as 
water inspector in New York. In 1900 he went to Baltimore, Mary- 
land, and thence to Toronto, Canada, and later to Walkerville, Canada, 
putting in the steam fittings for the Walker Distillery Company. On 
coming to Michigan he located first at Battle Creek, where he was in 
the employ of a gas company and whence he was sent to BeUaire, Mich- 
igan, to install the steam heating plant in the Bellaire Hotel. In 1904 
he came to East Jordan, where he secured work in the establishment 
of George Spencer, remaining with him for the ensuing four years. 
In November, 1908, he opened up a shop for himself and as a result 
of his unusual ability and broad experience along the line of his par- 
ticular work he is making a decided success. He deals in plumbing 
specialties and in fittings for steam and hot-water heating. 

At Bellaire, Michigan, in the year 1908, Mr. Mortimer was united 
in marriage to Miss Edith E. Labadia, who was born in Bay City, 
Michigan, and who is a daughter of Francis and Louisa Labadia. The 
father is a blacksmith by trade but is now interested in the conduct of 
an extensive fruit farm in the vicinity of Bellaire. He was a gallant 
and faithful soldier in the Union army in the Civil war, having served 
for a period of three years in a New York regiment. Mr. and Mrs. 
Mortimer have one child, Mary Elizabeth, whose birth occurred on the 
16th of January, 1910. In their religious affiliations Mr. and Mrs. 
Mortimer are devout communicants of the Catholic church, to whose 
philanthropical work they are most generous contributors. In a fra- 
ternal way Mr. Mortimer is a valued member of Tent No. 130 of the 
Knights of the Modern Maccabees. In politics he aecordsi a stalwart 
allegiance to the principles promulgated by the Eepublican party and 
he has ever manifested a deep and sincere interest in community af- 
fairs, giving freely of his aid and influence in support of all measures 
projected for the good of the general welfare. 

Eev. John Eedpath. — In every nook and corner of the wide world 
the traveler will find the Scotchman. These determined, steadfast, re- 
liable representatives from the ''land o' cakes" have exerted a wide in- 
fluence in America, giving to the new land the benefits of the charac- 
teristics of the little nation, which, never conquered, though often 
beaten, finally gave kings to England, field-marshals to France and 
Russia annd Prussia, cardinals to Rome, the second greatest man to the 
Reformation, and to our own country a body of citizens whose priceless 
value cannot be reckoned. Among the latter may well be numbered 
the Rev. John Redpath, pioneer minister and missionary of the Pres- 
byterian church. 

Born June 17, 1842, at Burnside near Roxburgh, the ancient capital 
of Scotland, his boyhood was spent in an historic region under the 
shadows of the Teviot Hills, about each crag and cranny of which were 
woven the hallowed stories of his Covenanter forefathers and of the 
heroic exploits of Bruce and the other romantic heroes of Scotland's 
borderland battlefields. Playing about the ruins and climbing over the 
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crumbling arches of the old castle, he learned to love and venerate the 
storied land and region of his birth as only a Scot can. 

His father, Robert Redpath, born near Fogo Dunes, Berwickshire, 
was overseer of an estate bordering the river Tweed. On Sundays he 
led the singing in the United Presbyterian Church at Newton and every 
four weeks preached to a small congregation at Bross village. After 
services, and on holidays, he taught his family from the Bible, the 
catechism and the glorious pages of Scottish history dealing with the 
life of John Knox and the struggle for religious liberty through which 
he led his people. The mother, Christine Purvis, at the death of her 
husband in 1850, was left with five sons and three daughters, all of 
whom subsequently came to America to settle in Kalamazoo county, 
Michigan. 

The education of Rev. John Redpath, well begun under the stern 
discipline of the Scotch schoolmaster at Perney on the Queen's High- 
way, was interrupted by the family's emigration to America and their 
first struggles with the new problems of the then sparsely settled coun- 
try. During these early years he worked on the land with his brothers. 
A fine farm was secured and cleared to make a home for their mother 
and sisters. Later he attended the old Gull Prairie Seminary at Rich- 
land in Kalamazoo county where he prepared to enter the Baptist Col- 
lege in Kalamazoo in 1865. After continuing his studies in this insti- 
tution for three years he entered the junior class of the Literary De- 
partment of the University of Michigan in 1868. It was during this 
year that he finally resolved upon devoting his life to the service of God 
as a missionary, and in the fall of 1869 he entered Union Theological 
Seminary in New York City with the purpose of preparing himself for 
his life work, which he then hoped would be accomplished in Africa, on 
the field just then being made important by the work of David Livings- 
ton. He was graduated from this institution May 6, 1872. 

During his residence in New York he had charge of the Greenwich 
Street Sabbath School Mission and was a member of the Fifth Avenue 
Presbyterian Church. Having been licensed to preach by the presbytery 
of New York City on the 10th of April, 1872, and ordained as an evange- 
list on the 25th of December by the Presbytery of Grand Rapids which 
met at Portland, Michigan, Rev. Mr. Redpath began his missionary 
labors at Clam Lake a camp town which has since become the city of 
Cadillac. During the three years of his ministry there the First Pres- 
byterian Church was built. In addition to filling this pulpit, he con- 
ducted services at Everett every two weeks and in the summer of 1874 
he preached for two months at Petoskey, making his journey north- 
ward on one of the first regular trains run over the Grand Rapids and 
Indiana Railroad between these two points. 

His first sermon in Petoskey was addressed to the Indians assem- 
bled in the old mission school which had been organized and maintained 
for a number of years by the venerated Andrew Porter who acted as an 
interpreter and translated the spiritual message of Mr. Redpath into 
the language of the natives. That same evening he preached his first 
sermon to a small but appreciative company of white people assembled 
in the diningr room of Dr. Little's hotel. Later being called to the 
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pastorate at Petoskey, he proved by the earnestness of his life, the 
splendid and indubitable qualifications for his chosen work as a pioneer 
missionary with the result that the first Protestant church building in 
Emmet county was built and the first service held within its walls 
June 10, 1876. He continued his ministry in Petoskey until the fall 
of 1877 when he was called to the pastorate at Big Rapids where he 
remained until the fall of 1878. During this year the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church was organized. In the fall of 1878 he located 
on a new missionary field at Boyne Falls, Charlevoix county where 
he remained until 1893. During these years his labors led him through 
miles of unbroken forests, traversed on horseback, to small groups of 
people to whom he preached the gospel, filling on each Sunday as many 
as three different pulpits. While on this field he organized and built 
buildings for the Presbyterian churches at Boyne Falls, Crofton, East 
Jordon, Boyne City and Elmira, and served on the County Board of 
School Examiners for eight years, one year of which he was secretary 
of the board. 

In April, 1893, Rev. John Redpath was appointed Sabbath School 
Missionary for the Presbytery of Petoskey, a field covering twelve 
northernmost counties of the lower peninsula of Michigan. At this 
time he moved his family to Petoskey where he has since made his home. 
The diligent and splendid services which he renedered during the twelve 
years of his term as Sabbath School Missionary are witnessed by Sun- 
day Schools organized and maintained in every part of the territory 
which he covered, acting as a means for bringing the message of 
Christianity to new and primitive settlements in the woods, to men 
in the camps and workers in places far removed from strong and well 
established church organizations. In recognition of his faithful ser- 
vices to the Presbyterian Church of Michigan and his ability as a leader, 
he has five times been commissioner to the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church of America, in Pittsburg in 1878, Philadelphia 
1888, Washington, D, C, 1893, New York city, 1902, and in Atlantic 
City in 1911. Since 1905 he has been devoting himself to mission work 
among the Indians at Omena, in Grand Traverse county, and Cross 
Village, Emmet county. He has also held services in lumber camps and 
visited and helped the poor and destitute of remote neighborhoods in 
various parts of Northern Michigan. 

On December 5, 1877, he was married to Miss Sara Upjohn, a 
daughter of Dr. Uriah and Maria (Mills) Upjohn at Richland, Kalama- 
zoo county, Michigan. Dr. Upjohn, a native of Shaftsbury, England, 
after completing his medical education in the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons in New York city, located in Kalamazoo county in 1833 where 
he was married to Miss Maria Mills, daughter of Deacon Simeon Mills 
who moved to Michigan from Connecticut in 1826. Mrs. Redpath was 
her husband's companion and helper in the fullest sense of the word 
until she was called from the family home in Petoskey to her heavenly 
reward on April 28, 1908. Her life was characterized by true womanly 
sweetness and untiring devotion to the duties of wife and mother in 
her home. The union of the subject and his wife was blessed by the 
birth of four children, two of whom survive. Robert U. is a physician 
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and is engaged in the export business in New York city; William E. 
died in infancy ; James N. is a farmer in Emmet county, Michigan ; 
and Henry T. died January 5, 1908, at the age of twenty-one years. 

During a long and active life Eev. Mr. Eedpath has striven nobly 
in the cause of righteousness to spread the knowledge of the Kingdom 
of God among men. His character, founded on early Calvinistic train- 
ing and life-long belief has been that of a root-and-branch reformer. 
Always espousing with enthusiastic zeal the cause of right and giving 
untiring effort toward the betterment of the social, political and spiritual 
conditions of the people in Northern Michigan, possessed of a pleasant 
and cheerful disposition with quick sympathies and unlimited capacity 
for friendship, he has been enabled to exert a far-reaching personal 
influence among the people with whom his life's work has been cast. 

Harry S. Price. — It is safe to say that few men have contributed 
in more definite manner to the advancement and prosperity of East 
Jordan than Harry S. Price, one of the city's most prominent busi- 
ness men. He is identified with the industrial life of the community 
as a manufacturer of brick, and as a contractor and builder and many 
of the handsomest buildings of the county are due to him and his creative 
powers. He is still to be numbered among the members of the younger 
generation, his birth having occurred in Michigan, June 16, 1876. His 
father, Robert Price, was born in Canada and came to the States when 
a boy, and his mother, whose maiden name was Mary Seel, was a na- 
tive of Wisconsin. He had the advantage of passing some of his youth- 
ful days amid rural surroundings, for his father was a farmer, and he 
had an opportunity to develop brain and brawn in the performance of 
the many duties which fall to the lot of the farmer's son, while his early 
education was acquired in the district schools. 

From his earliest youth Mr. Price had been interested in the field 
of endeavor in which he has achieved so much success. He learned 
drafting and construction work by means of correspondence school 
courses and his practical work began in 1896, when he removed to 
East Jordan and three years later he embarked as a contractor and 
builder. 

In 1907 Mr. Price took his place as a leader in the industrial life 
of the city by establishing a brick yard and becoming one of that most 
beneficent class of citizens, — an employer of men. This gave em- 
ployment to twenty men and three teams and was equipped with all 
the most modem appliances, such as the steam dryer, which makes it 
possible to manufacture brick at any and all times. The present capac- 
ity has come to be 20,000 per day, and he has only recently added 
equipment to also manufacture paving brick. 

In addition to his work as a contractor and builder, which is of 
important character, Mr. Price is also a draftsman, making plans and 
estimates for all kinds of buildings. He drew the plans for those two 
handsome edifices, the high school building and the Catholic school of 
East Jordan, and he built both under contract. He also built under 
contract the high school at Hamilton, Michigan, costing $15,000; the 
high school at Northport, Michigan, costing $18,000 ; and that at Boyne 
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City, whose cost was $33,000. He built the court house at Antrim 
for $31,000; the Carnegie library building at Charlevoix for $10,000 
and the First National Bank at Ludington for $43,000. 

In 1911 Mr. Price and Messrs. Malpass and Plank bought the elec- 
tric light plant at Frankfort, Michigan. They are metamorphosing it 
completely, putting it under the latest improvements and they con- 
template taking over the pumping station at Frankfort. One of their 
important achievements was the promotion of a stock company which 
built the opera house block, with the stores and offices at Bast Jordan. 
This company made the plans for this handsome and commodious addi- 
tion to the city and the same is to be erected during the season of 1911. 
They built the hotel at Bay View, Michigan, and also the concrete dam 
at Bellaire for the Bellaire Water Works and Lighting Plant, and 
also the Argo Flour Mill at East Jordan. Mr. Price and his business 
associates enjoy the respect and confidence of the public and their 
service to it has amply merited the same. 

Mr. Price laid the foundation of an ideally happy life companion- 
ship when in October, 1899, he was united in marriage to Miss Grace 
Beers, of Eveline, Michigan. Mrs. Price was bom at Eveline, Mich- 
igan, her parents being Ammond and Jennie Beers, prominent and 
highly respected people of their locality. Three children have been 
bom to the household, namely Margaret, Gayle and Junior. 

The subject has several fraternal affiliations, being a member of the 
Masonic order and of the Knights of Pythias. His wife is a member 
of the Eastern Star, connected with the Masonic order, and is a promi- 
nent member of the Christian Science church of East Jordan. Mr. 
Price is a stalwart advocate of the men and measures of the ** Grand 
Old Party" and is a valued member of the village board of trustees. 

John J. Tweddle. — Throughout the entire period of its history as 
one of the sovereign states of the Union, Michigan has been indebted 
to New York state for the continuous contribution of sterling citizens, 
and the Empire commonwealth has been most prominently and effec- 
tively represented in the development and upbuilding of the various 
sections of Michigan, as the annals of history emphatically indicate. 
Among the well known citizens of Grand Traverse county who claim 
the state of New York as the place of their nativity is Mr. Tweddle, 
who is a member of one of the sterling pioneer families of northern 
Michigan and a leading representative of the legal profession of this 
section of the state. He maintains his home in Traverse City, where 
he is actively engaged in the practice of law and he is also the owner 
of a valuable landed estate in this county, as well as of realty in his 
home city. 

John J. Tweddle was born in Cortland county, New York, on the 
14th of July, 1859, and is a son of Daniel and Mary A. (Bell) Tweddle, 
both of whom were born in Cumberlandshire, one of the northern coun- 
ties of England, where they were reared and educated and where their 
marriage was solemnized. The father was bom in the year 1829 and 
his death occurred in 1903 ; the mother was bom in 1837 and still main- 
tains her residence on the old homestead farm in Empire township, 
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Leelanau county, Michigan. The marriage of the parents occurred at 
Aspatria, Cumberlandshire, where both were communicants of the Church 
of England, and they came to America on their wedding journey, mak- 
ing the voyage on a sailing vessel of the type common to that day. 
They were on the ocean for six weeks and finally landed in the port of 
New York city, whence they proceeded to Truxton, Cortland county, 
that state, where the father engaged in dairy farming. He was a man 
of fine intellectuality, having received good educational advantages in 
his native land, where he also learned the trade of cooper. In the early 
^60s he removed to the province of Ontario, Canada, where he w^as en- 
gaged in the cooperage business for some time. He then established 
his home in the city of Cleveland, Ohio, where he became a contractor 
in connection with street grading and other public improvements and 
where he continued to reside until 1865, when he came to northern 
Michigan and purchased a tract of wild land in the present township 
of Empire, Leelanau county, where he reclaimed a farm from the wilder- 
ness and where he became a citizen of prominence and influence in con- 
nection with public affairs. He was one of the potent factors in bring- 
ing about the organization of Empire township and was its first super- 
visor, besides which he was called upon to serve as county treasurer in 
the early days. He was well equipped for leadership in the directing 
of puplic opinion and activities and his strong and upright character 
gained and retained to him the unqualified confidence and good will 
of the community in which he so long maintained his home and to the 
industrial and civic development of which he contributed in generous 
measure. He developed one of the fine landed estates of the county 
and continued to reside on his homestead until his death, at the venera- 
ble age of seventy-four years. He was a stalwart supporter and effec- 
tive advocate of the principles and policies for which the Republican 
party stands sponsor and he ever maintained the religious faith in 
which he was reared, both he and his devoted wife having become com- 
municants of the Protestant Episcopal church after coming to America, 
as this is of the same communion as the established church of England. 
They became the parents of nine children, and of the number three 
sons and three daughters are now living, John J., of this review, having 
been the second in order of birth. 

John J. Tweddle was not only afforded the advantages of the public 
schools but also was fortunate in receiving, w^ith the other children, 
instruction from his honored father, who was, as already stated, a man 
of excellent education, and the influences of a cultured and refined home 
were his even after this home had been established in the wilds of north- 
ern Michigan. He wa^ about sixteen years of age at the time when 
his father located on the pioneer farm in Leelanau county and he con- 
tributed his quota to the reclamation and development of the same, — 
a discipline which promoted in him a wholesome and enduring appre- 
ciation of the dignity and value of honest toil. He continued to be 
associated in the work and management of the home farm until he had 
attained to the age of twenty-two years, when he left the parental roof 
and made his way on foot to Traverse City. Here he passed the requi- 
site examination and secured a first-grade certificate as a teacher. He 
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forthwith, put his scholastic acquirements to practical use and for seven 
years he devoted his attention to the work of the pedagogic profession, 
in connection with which he was a successful and popular teacher in 
the public schools of Benzie and Grand Traverse counties. While thus 
engaged he showed his capacity for application and also his well directed 
ambition by initiating the study of law, to which he devoted himself 
closely during his vacations and other leisure time, with the result that 
he was admitted to the bar in 1892, upon examination before the cir- 
cuit court. In the meanwhile he had entered the law department of 
the University of Michigan, in which celebrated institution he was grad- 
uated as a member of the class of 1893 and from which he duly received 
his degree of Bachelor of Laws. Thus fortified for the work of his 
chosen vocation, Mr. Tweddle located in Traverse City, where he served 
his novitiate, which was of short duration, as he soon proved his powers 
as an advocate and counselor and gained a remunerative practice. 
Prompted by a desire for a wider field of endeavor, he removed to the 
city of Grand Rapids and there he continued in successful practice 
for the ensuing four years, during which he held a place of prominence 
as a member of the exceptionally strong bar of Kent county. The 
death of his father, in 1907, rendered it expedient for him to assume 
the management of the estate, and he thus returned to Traverse City, 
where he has since continued in the successful practice of his profession 
and where his clientage is of distinctively representative order. He 
still continues to give a general supervision to the old homestead fai-m 
and other matters pertaining to his father's very appreciable estate. 

Though he accords a staunch allegiance to the Republican party and 
is essentially loyal and public-spirited in his civic attitude, Mr. Tweddle 
is unlike many other members of his profession, in that he has not per- 
mitted himself to be drawn into the turbulent vortex of so-called prac- 
tical politics and has not been imbued with the somewhat characteristic 
and overweening desire for public office. He is affiliated with Traverse 
City Lodge, No. 222, Free and Accepted Masons; Traverse City Chap- 
ter, No. 102, Royal Arch Masons; and Traverse City Lodge, Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks. Both he and his wife are communicants 
of the Protestant Episcopal church, in which they are actively identi- 
fied with the parish in their home city. 

In 1887, Mr. Tweddle was united in marriage to Miss Delia Cooper, 
who was born at Bowling Green, Ohio, in which state were also born 
her parents, Joseph and Abigail (Abbott) Cooper. Mr. and Mrs. 
Tweddle have one daughter, Elda, who is now the wife of Charles Egler. 

Spencer C. Chase. — ^Among the able and representative business 
men of Roscommon county, Michigan, Spencer C. Chase holds a secure 
vantage ground both on account of his extensive mercantile interests and 
by reason of his loyal and public-spirited attitude in all matters per- 
taining to the advancement of the general welfare. He is one of the 
active and enterprising men whose business qualifications have made 
for him a place in the ranks of his colleagues in northern Michigan. 
Mr. Chase was bom in Madison county, New York, the date of his birth 
being the 2nd of February, 1862. He is a son of Francis A. and Sophia 
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B. (Conant) Chase, both of whom were likewise born in the state of 
New York. To Mr. and Mrs. Chase were born five children, four of 
whom grew to years of maturity, namely, — Spencer C, Minnie E., Frank 
and Charles. The Chase family removed to Michigan in the year 1872, 
at which time the subject of this review was a child of ten years of age. 
In 1875 the family home was established in Crawford county, Michigan, 
where the father purchased a tract of one hundred and twenty acres 
of land, on which he farmed until 1888, in which year he removed to 
Roscommon, where his death occurred in 1892. The mother was sum- 
moned to the great beyond in 1899, at the age of fifty-four years. 

Spencer C. Chase received his preliminary educational training in 
the public schools of Madison county. New York, and after arriving in 
Michigan further study was somewhat curtailed. He early began to 
assist his father in the work and management of the home farm and 
he was variously engaged until 1896, in which year he opened a general 
store at Roscommon, to the growth of which concern he has devoted 
most of his time and attention during the long intervening years to the 
present time. He controls a large and lucrative patronage and his large 
and well stocked store measures twenty-seven by one hundred feet in 
lateral dimensions. In politics Mr. Chase is a stanch advocate of the 
cause of the Republican party and he is ever on the qui vive to do all in 
his power to advance the good of the community. 

In the year 1895 was recorded the marriage of Mr. Chase to Miss 
Edith L. Green, who was reared and educated at Bay City and who 
is a daughter of Seneca W. and Sarah Green, representative citizens 
of Boyne City, Michigan. Mr. and Mrs. Chase have no children. 

Thus, in a brief and somewhat disjointed manner, the writer has 
endeavored to set forth the leading facts in the life and the salient 
attributes in the character of one of the active and successful busi- 
ness men of the county which is honored by his citizenship. His busi- 
ness training has been long and thorough and his practical knowledge 
is one of the kind that enables the possessor to inaugurate important 
enterprises and to push them to completion with every assurance of 
ultimate success. Mr. Chase is an intelligent, broad-minded man, of 
courteous demeanor, and thus far his career has been one of great activity 
and signal usefulness. He bears an unsullied reputation in commercial 
and social circles and his honesty and integrity have gained him the 
unqualified regard of all with whom he has come in contact. Entirely 
free from ostentation, he is kindly and genial in his relations with 
others and has the friendship and good will of his fellow citizens, who 
esteem and honor him for his manly characteristics and genuine personal 
worth. 

Robert E. Walter. — ^Much has been written concerning corruption 
in public office, and while there are instances of this, much to be la- 
mented, it is the exception and not the rule. Abraham Lincoln said 
''You can fool all the people some of the time; some of the people all 
the time, but you cannot fool all the people all the time.'' This truth 
is specially manifest in politics and as long as the attainment of public 
office depends on popular suffrage so long is trust to be placed in the 
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common sense of the American people, who will not retain in the public 
service those whom they have no reason to trust. There is in the histo]^^ 
of GraJid Traverse county, Michigan, no record more clean and com- 
mendable than is that of Robert E. Walter, who is now serving as 
county clerk, to which responsible position he was first elected in 1900, 
and who in former years and in other duties discharged his public 
duties with such fidelity and promptness that he won the unqualified 
trust and confidence of the entire public. He has been continuously re- 
elected to the office of county clerk since 1900, a fact which indicates 
an unblemished official career and the warm regard and friendship 
entertained for him throughout the community. 

Robert E. Walter was born in Litchfield, Hillsdale county, Michigan, 
on the 16th of September, 1877. His father is Lewis S. Walter, a na- 
tive of the fine old Wolverine state, a practicing physician and now a 
resident of Fife Lake, where he has maintained his home for the past 
twenty-two years. His mother, whose maiden name was Jennie L. 
Hubbard, was born in Pulaski county, Michigan. In December, 1876, 
was solemnized the marriage of Dr. and Mrs. Walter, and to this union 
were born six children, namely, — Robert E., the immediate subject of 
this review ; Cora I., who is now the wife of J. Harry Cook, of Traverse 
City ; Roy L., of Battle Creek, Michigan, was a soldier in the Spanish- 
American war; and R. Guy; Lloyd R. ; and Frank A. 

Robert E. Walter began to attend school when a child of but five 
years of age and after his parents' removal to Fife Lake he attended 
the public schools at that place until he was ready to enter high school, 
at which time he came to Traverse City. In the midst of his high- 
school course occurred the hostilities between Spain and America in 
regard to Cuba and the youthful student was immediately fired with 
boyish enthusiasm to become a participant in the ensuing warfare. Ac- 
cordingly, he enlisted, in May, 1898, in Company M, Thirty-fourth 
Michigan Volunteer Infantry, and in a few weeks he was with his 
regiment in Cuba. The regiment disembarked as Siboney, July 1, 
marched all night and reached the scene of hostilities early on the morn- 
ing of the 2nd, the day of the battle of San Juan Hill. The duty 
assigned to the Michigan regiment was on the line, supporting the bat- 
teries and doing outpost duty. The members of the company received 
their honorable discharge on the 9th of December, 1898, and on its 
return to Michigan Company M received a most royal reception. 

After his return to Traverse City Mr. Walter re-entered high school 
and was eventually graduated as a member of the class of 1900, of 
which he was president and of which Edna Holdsworth, whom he later 
married, was secretary. In the spring of 1899, while still a high-school 
student, Mr. Walter was nominated on the Republican ticket as town- 
ship clerk, to which office he was duly elected, without opposition. In 
1900 he was re-nominated. This time there was an opposing candidate 
but the opposition never developed sufficient strength at any time to 
endanger his election. Three days prior to the convening of the Re- 
publican county convention, in 1900, he was requested to become a 
candidate for the office of county clerk, but he did not decide to enter 
the race until the day before the convention met. Although opposition 
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was strong, Mr. Walter secured the nomination and in the ensuing 
election was elected with a most gratifying majority. In 1902 he was 
re-elected to the office of county clerk and in each ensuing election he 
has been the successful candidate, continuing incumbent of this office 
to the present time, in 1911. He is a man of fine moral fiber, excellent 
judgment and remarkable executive ability, gaining and retaining the 
high regard of his fellow citizens. 

On the 30th of July, 1902, was recorded the marriage of Mr. Walter 
to Miss Edna Holdsworth, who was born in Traverse City on the 7th 
of April, 1879. She is a daughter of Edwin H. and Eliza (Gorball) 
Holdsworth, both of whom were born and reared in Michigan, the former 
of whom died when Mrs. Walter was an infant of but six months of 
age, and the latter of whom died when she was seven years old. Mrs. 
Walter has two brothers, — Percy, who graduated in the engineering 
department of the University of Michigan, is now engaged in the work 
of his profession at Bay City, Michigan j and Byron, who was grad- 
uated in the Michigan Agricultural College, with many athletic honors. 
Mrs. Walter was a popular and successful teacher for several years prior 
to her marriage and in addition to her high school training she was for 
a time a student in the ivomen's department of the Michigan Agricul- 
tural College. 

As previously intimated, Mr. Walter is a strong advocate of the 
cause of the Republican party, in the local councils of which he is a 
most active worker, having been secretary of the Republican county 
committee for the past six years. In July, 1910, he was appointed by 
the Republican county committee to organize the Lincoln Club, which 
embraces ten counties. He is ever ready to do all in his power to ad- 
vance the general welfare of the city and county in which he resides 
and is decidedly loyal and public-spirited in his civic attitude. He 
is a member of the Spanish- American Veterans' Association, having 
been one of the organizers of Hanna Camp, No. 23, in which he is judge 
advocate of the department of Michigan. In the time-honored Masonic 
order he has passed through the circle of the York Rite branch, hold- 
ing membership in Traverse City Lodge, No. 222, Free and Accepted 
Masons; Traverse City Chapter, No. 102, Royal Arch Masons; and 
Traverse City Commandery, No. 41, Knights Templars. He is also 
affiliated with Traverse City Lodge, No. 200, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows; with the Knights of the Maccabees, the Independent Order 
of Foresters and with the Knights of Pythias. In their religious 
faith Mr. and Mrs. Walter are zealous members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church and they are prominent and popular factors in connection 
with the best social activities in Traverse City. 

Doc Selden W. Flanders. — **Doc" Flanders is the beloved sobri- 
quet which is given to the subject of this sketch by every man, woman 
and child in Alpena county, where he has made his home for a long 
time. He has a big heart and a generous disposition, and no one can 
go to Doe Flanders with trouble without coming away comforted. He 
sometimes prescribes for and heals physical ills, as well, though he 
never takes any remuneration for such services, so that it is small won- 
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der that every one is his friend. He has also the distinction of being 
postmaster of the village of Flanders, named in his honor, an attractive 
and thriving town of this section of the state. 

Selden Wade Flanders claims the old Pine Tree state as the place 
of his nativity, and is a scion of old and honored pioneer families of 
that commonwealth, — families that were founded in New England in 
the Colonial epoch of our national history. He was bom at Mayfield, 
Somerset county, Maine, on the 19th of March, 1847, and is a son of 
Barnett and Susanna (Ford) Flanders, both of whom were likewise 
bom and reared in Somerset county, where they passed their entire lives 
and where the father followed the vocation of farming throughout his 
active career. He was eighty-one years of age at the time of his death 
and his wife was summoned to eternal rest when fifty-four years of 
£^e. They became the parents of five sons and one daughter, and of 
the five now living the subject of this sketch is the eldest ; Alfonzo still 
maintains his home in Somerset county, Maine, where he has long been 
actively identified with agricultural pursuits; Daniel resides at Solon, 
that county, and has likewise followed the vocation of farming and 
stockgrowing; Enoch is a representative agriculturist of Alpena county, 
Michigan, as is also Fremont, the youngest of«the brothers. The father 
was originally an old-line Whig in his political adherency but he 
transferred his allegiance to the Republican party at the time of its 
organization and ever afterward gave a zealous support to its cause. 

Selden W. Flanders was reared to the sturdy and invigorating dis- 
cipline of the homestead farm in New England, and while assisting in 
its work during the summer season he was enabled to avail himself of 
the advantages of the common schools of the locality during the winter 
terms ; he thus laid the foundation for that broad and practical educa- 
tion which he has gained through years of association with men and 
affaii^ and through well directed reading, by which he ha^s kept in 
touch with the trend of events and with matters of public polity. Mr. 
Flanders continued to reside in his native state until he had attained 
to the age of twenty-four years, when, in 1871, he came to Michigan. 
In September of that year he took passage on the steamer, City of Fre- 
mont, by which he made the voyage from Port Huron to Alpena. The 
latter city was then a mere lumbering village, and here he secured em- 
plojrment as teamster for Charles W. Richardson. In the autumn of 
1872 he became associated with L. J. Sylvester in assuming a contract 
to cut eighty million feet of timber and to deliver the logs in Hubbard 
Lake, Alpena county. After the completion of this contract Mr. Flan- 
ders turned his attention to reclaiming a tract of wild land into a pro- 
ductive farm. He secured this land in sections 31 and 36, Greeley town- 
ship, Alpena county, and in due course of time he cleared two hun- 
dred acres and also erected farm buildings, at a cost of about fifteen 
thousand dollars. Later his progressive ideas and productive energy 
were further shown by erecting a saw mill in the same township, where 
he built up a prosperous lumber business and where he also estab- 
lished a planing mill and grist mill. Three years after their erection 
these mills were destroyed by fire, entailing a loss of more than fifteen 
thousand dollars, but the owner bravely faced this ill fortune and has 
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proved himself possessed of those qualities that will win success in the 
face of disaster and other obstacles. Prior to the placing of his mills 
in operation Mr. Flanders had erected a hotel and store building in 
Green township, and this hotel, known as the Greeley house, he con- 
ducted for more than twenty years. He still owns a well improved 
farm of two hundred and forty acres, in Green township, and in 1900 
he was appointed postmaster at Flanders, a little village named in his 
honor, as has already been stated in this context. He has served con- 
tinuously in this office, through reappointment, and since 1901 he has 
also been incumbent of the office of deputy state road commissioner. 
He served ten years as treasurer of Greeley township and for a num- 
ber of years was a valued member of the school board of his district, 
and in 1907 was elected county road commissioner. He has been a most 
effective advocate of the cause of good roads and as county road com- 
missioner and deputy state commissioner he has done much to bring 
about excellent improvements in this line. In politics he is found 
aligned as an uncompromising supporter of the principles and policies 
for which the Republican party stands sponsor and he has been an ac- 
tive worker in its local ranks during his residence in Alpena county. 
He is well known in this section of the state and as one of its honored 
pioneers he enjoys unalloyed personal popularity in the county that 
has so long represented his home. He is affiliated with Alpena Lodge, 
No. 505, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and is also identified 
with the Knights of the Maccabees. 

In the year 1875 Mr. Flanders marked the anniversary of the sign- 
ing of that immortal document, the signing of the Declaration of In- 
dependence, by a noteworthy event in his life history, as on the 4th of 
July of that year he was united in marriage to Miss Margaret Rich, of 
Alpena. She was bom in the province of New Brunswick, Canada, 
where she was reared and educated and whence she accompanied her 
parents on their removal to Michigan. Mr. and Mrs. Flanders have 
one daughter, Susan, who is now the wife of William Spain, a pros- 
perous agriculturist of Alpena county. Mr. and Mrs. Spain have two 
children, — ^Wade and Naomi. 

A. S. Young is postmaster of Harrison and has held this office since 
1905, giving to its duties the greatest amount of faithfulness and effici- 
ency. He is also at the present time justice of the peace. As a citizen 
he is interested in the success of good government, participates in the 
political bouts of the Republican party and aids in the promotion of 
business and social harmony by a straightforward course as a citizen. 

Mr. Young is a native of Pennsylvania, his birth having occurred in 
that state January 11, 1858. When a young man the subject and four 
companions decided to come to Michigan. They first secured work in 
Jackson county, engaging as farm laborers and remaining in the vicinity 
of their first stop for four years. Mr. Young and one of his associates 
decided to make change from the southern part of the state to the nortji- 
em and in !1882 they arrived in Clare county, and remained in its vi- 
cinity for some time, earning their livlihood in various capacities. On 
May 1, 1884, Mr. Young came to Harrison and secured a position as a 
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clerk in a hotel, remaining here for one year. Then the excellent wages 
in a shingle mill tempted him and he began work in this concern. He 
followed this line of activity for some time and, proving thrifty as well 
as industrious, he saved from his earnings a sum sufficient to enable him 
to come into Harrison village and engage in mercantile pursuits. He 
proved successful and the opportunity coming to sell at a handsome 
profit he did so and again accepted a position in the mill. Later he 
worked for a time at a place called Happy and then returned to Harri- 
son, where he engaged in the work of a carpenter and joiner and con- 
tinued in the same until his appointment as postmaster on November 
29, 1905. In the six years of his encumbency he has proved a faithful 
and able servant of Uncle Sam. 

Mr. Young established a happy home and congenial life companion- 
ship when, in 1884, he was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Ells- 
worth, of Harrison, a native of Midland, Michigan. To this union have 
been bom two children, namely : Elinor C, born in 1885, and called to 
her eternal rest in 1907 ; and Cecil May, born in October, 1887. Miss 
Cecil is the attractive and efficient deputy postmistress. 

Mr. Young has held the office of justice of the peace (which office he 
still holds) for fourteen years. He was alderman of his ward for years 
and for several terms was city clerk. He is the champion of good educa- 
tion and holds membership on the school board. He is also a member of 
the Court of Honor. In church matters he holds liberal views. 

Solomon W. Kramer, a retired business man and highly respected 
citizen of Cadillac, Michigan, was born in the province of Courtland, 
Russia, on the Baltic Sea, in January, 1850. He attended the school 
near his home until he was thirteen years of age, and from that time 
until he was seventeen was a student in the Provincial Institute, paying 
his own way by teaching the lower grade pupils. When he was eighteen 
he accepted a position in the internal revenue office of the Province. 

He first came to the United States in August, 1872, and at that time 
spent more than a year in this country, returning in January, 1874. 
His second journey to America was in September, 1876, and on March 
15th, of the following year, he took up his residence at what was then 
Clam Lake, now Cadillac, Michigan, and here he at once engaged in gen- 
eral merchandising under the firm name of Kramer & Medalie. After 
they had conducted business about nine months, Mr. Kramer purchased 
his partner's interest, and under his own name continued the business 
until 1905, when he retired. In the meantime he made some valuable 
investments and became identified with a number of local enterprises. 
He was one of the organizers of the Cadillac State Bank, of which he 
has been vice president since its organization. He was one of the or- 
ganizers of the Cadillac Lumber Company, of which he is president, and 
he also helped to organize the St. Johns Table Company of Cadillac. 
Of this last named company he is a director. For six or seven years he 
was a member of the Board of Public Works, having received his first 
appointment on that board in 1895. 

Fraternally Mr. Kramer has for years been identified with the Ma- 
sonic Order, having membership in Clam Lake Lodge, No. 331, F. & A. 
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M. ; Cadillac Chapter, No. 103, R. A. M. ; and Cadillac Council, No. 70. 
Politically he has always been a staunch Republican. 

In 1881, at Cleveland, Ohio, Mr. Kramer and Miss R. J. Harris were 
united in marriage, and they are the parents of four children, three sons 
and one daughter, namely: Lawrence Z., of Jackson, Michigan; Milton 
H., inspector of railroad material at St. Louis, Missouri, and a graduate 
of the State University of Michigan; Helen C. and Ivol L., students at 
Oberlin college, Oberlin, Ohio, the former making a specialty of music. 
Lawrence Z. married a Miss Suggit, of Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

Freeman L. Decker. — It is not necessary for a man to be a member 
of any church in order to be religious. A man's religion is what he be- 
lieves in his heart, not always what he openly professes, but that which 
is his guiding principle. Mr. Freeman L. Decker, of Lake City, Michi- 
gan, is a deeply religious man, although he belongs to no church. Hi« 
creed is right and justice, charity and charitableness. His whole life 
has been spent in seeking to benefit those in need and in bettering the 
conditions in his native state. He is respected by old and young alike. 
His knowledge of human nature has taught him to look upon the errors 
of others in sorrow, not in anger. From the time he was a mere lad he 
has had great determination of purpose, balanced by good, common 
sense. He has a good word for every one. Although he is very positive 
in his views he is most charitable toward the opinions of others and 
does not insist that it is necessary to think his thoughts in order to be 
right. In short, he is a man whom to see is to love and admire. 

Freeman L. Decker was born at Pinkney, Livingston county, Michi- 
gan, June 1, 1851. He was the son of James and Sally (Webb) Decker, 
who were both natives of New York state. They came to Michigan when 
it was still a territory. 

Freeman received very little education when he was a child. He had 
to work hard on his father's farm and was only able to attend school 
during a part of the winter. He remained in Livingston county until 
he was thirty years old, for the most part engaged in farming. In 1881 
he came to Missaukee county and bought land in Forest township. The 
people of Forest township at once recognized that Mr. Decker was a born 
leader. While he was living at Pinkney he had been constable and for 
four years he was deputy sheriff of Livingston county. Now in Forest 
township he was elected supervisor and he held this office for nine con- 
secutive years. He was also justice of the peace for nine years. In 
1890 he moved to a farm he had purchased in Reader township. Here 
he was elected to the office of supervisor of the town. He filled the duties 
devolving on him for nine years. During these nine years he was elected 
assessor of the village of Lake City. In 1899 he returned to his farm in 
Forest township and he was again elected supervisor, holding the office 
for a second period of nine years, thus for twenty-seven consecutive years 
he was holding the office of supervisor — ^nine in Forest township, nine 
in Reader township and then nine in Forest township again. In 1908 he 
once more returned to his farm at Lake City, where he was again elected 
supervisor. In 1 904 he was elected representative to the legislature from 
Missaukee and Kalkaska counties. At the next election, in 1906, he was 
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nominated for the same office, but was defeated, undoubtedly on account 
of his absence in California. Charles Brott was elected. In 1908 he 
was nominated again and was elected. In 1910 he was re-elected. For 
twenty-four years he was assessor for the schools of Forest and Reader 
townships respectively. For seventeen years he was chairman of the 
board of supervisors of Missaukee county. For seven years he was presi- 
dent of the Missaukee Agricultural Society. During his first term of 
office as representative he held the chairmanship of the committee on 
schools, a standing committee, and also was chairman of the special com- 
mittee on the cold water school. During his second term he was chair- 
man of the committee on Northern Asylum for the Insane and of the 
committee on geological survey. During his third term he introduced the 
bill that all fees received by the state officers should be turned over to 
the state and the salaries be paid by the state. This bill became a law, 
thereby making a saving to the state of at least thirty thousand dollars 
a year. The above is a record that no man can beat and very few can 
equal. Such a politician is an honor to his party, to his state and to 
the country. He is not in politics for what he can get out of it, but he 
honestly has the good of the people at heart. Many politicians say they 
desire the public good. Mr. Decker makes no protestations, but that the 
people believe in him is shown not by his election to office, but by his re- 
peated election to the same office. There is no man in the county who has 
done more for it than has Mr. Decker. 

In 1878 Mr. Decker married Lucy J. Wood, of Pinkney, Michigan. 
Her parents, like those of her husband, originally came from the state 
of New York. Mr. and Mrs. Decker had two children : Viola is now the 
wife of Calden Hair, of Elk City, Oregon. Mr. Hair is a farmer and 
fruit grower in Oregon. George, the second child, is married to Miss 
Carrie Thompson, whose parents came from New York state. In the win- 
ter of 1906 Mrs. Decker began to fail in health. In the summer of that 
year her husband took her to California, hoping that she might regain 
strength, but the trip was of no use, for she died there. In May, 1908, 
Mr. Decker married Mrs. Vina Sherman, a widow. She was Vina Dean 
before her marriage and was a Canadian by birth. Mr. and Mrs. Sher- 
man had four children, two of whom, Zota and Aggie, are living with 
her in their home at Lake City, where IVIr. Decker is very devoted to 
them. 

There is no man in the county who contributes to church work more 
liberally than Mr. Decker has during his residence here, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that he is not a member of any church. When an appeal is 
made to him for help, he always investigates it and if, in his opinion, the 
object is a worthy one, he contributes what he feels he can afford. Mr. 
Decker is as clean in his morals as he is in his political life, which has 
never been besmirched, even by his political opponents. Because of Mr. 
Decker's character he is respected and because of his sympathetic, genial 
personality he is loved by all his wide circle of friends. 

Lemuel G. Dafoe.— One of the distinguished members of the bar 
of northern Michigan, Lemuel G. Dafoe is engaged in the active practice 
of his profession in the city of Alpena, which has represented his home 
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from his childhood days to the present time, and he has not only 
achieved special precedence in his chosen vocation but has also been 
a potent force in connection with political affairs in Michigan and 
has served in various offices of public trust, — preferments that offer 
adequate voucher for the high esteem accorded him in the community 
in which he was reared and which has been the stage of his well directed 
activities. Thus in a personal way and as a scion of one of the honored 
pioneer families of Alpena, there is all of consistency in according him 
special recognition in this publication. 

Lemuel G. Dafoe, senior member of the law firm of Dafoe & John- 
son, was born at Dunville, Haldimand county, Province of Ontario, 
Canada, on the 2nd of October, 1857, and is a son of Samuel I. and 
Catherine (Bairn) Dafoe, the former of whom was born in Lockport, 
New York, in 1831, of staunch French-Huguenot ancestry, and the lat- 
ter was born in County Cork, Ireland, in 1841, being a member of a 
sterling Protestant family of that section of the Emerald Isle. The 
father died on the 3d of February, 1908, at the age of sixty-seven years, 
and the devoted wife and mother did not long survive him, as she was 
summoned to the life eternal on the 21st of February of the following 
year, at the age of sixty-eight years. To them were born five children. 
Lemuel G. was the second in order of birth. Besides him two sons and 
one daughter survive the honored parents, both of whom were zealous 
members of the Congregational church. Samuel I. Dafoe came with his 
family to Alpena, Michigan, in the year 1863, and here he was identi- 
fied with lumbering operations for a time, after which for many years 
he engaged in the grocery business. He was one of the pioneer mer- 
chants of the city at the time of his retirement from active business, in 
1885. He was a man of sterling character, — sincere, earnest and 
kindly, — and in Alpena both he and his wife are held in affectionate 
memory by all who came within the sphere of their influence. He 
did his part in connection with the development and upbuilding of 
the city. 

Lemuel G. Dafoe .was about six years of age at the time of the fam- 
ily removal to Alpena, and to the public schools of this city he is in- 
debted for his early educational discipline, which was supplemented by 
a course of two years in the Michigan State Normal School at Ypsilanti, 
after which, he taught district school for three years, when he entered 
the law office of Judge Robert J. Kelley as a law student, remaining 
there until 1882, when he entered the University of Michigan. In 
March, 1883, he was admitted to the bar of the state at Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. He then returned to his home in Alpena, where he has since 
been engaged in the active and successful practice of his profession, 
in which he has gained high reputation, especially as a trial lawyer. 
In 1884 he was elected prosecuting attorney of Alpena county, over- 
coming the 500 Democratic majority in the county. In 1888-90 he was 
unanimously nominated by the Republicans of county to same office, 
but declined nomination for business reasons. In 1892 he was again 
elected public prosecutor for the county. From the time of initiating 
the practice of his profession Mr. Dafoe has been a zealous worker in 
behalf of the cause of the Republican party, and he is not only an ef- 
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fective exponent of its principles and policies but has also shown much 
facility in the manoeuvering of political forces. In 1890 he was elected 
a member of the lower house of the state legislature, in which he served 
one term, declining a renomination for second term. In 1894 and 1896 
he was Alpena county's candidate for Republican nominee for con- 
gress from the Tenth district of Michigan, receiving support of most of 
counties in district, but met defeat because of Bay county ^s large dele- 
gation being one-third of total delegation in convention. The contest 
in 1896 being decided by Iosco county's delegation throwing their sup- 
port to Bay county's candidate, the late Hon. R. 0. Crump. Three 
votes of five votes of Iosco county 's delegation given to Mr. Daf oe would 
have ensured his nomination. In the August, 1908, primaries he was 
again candidate for congress but was defeated by Hon. George A. 
Loud, who was and is now congressman from Tenth district. 

In 1898 Mr. Dafoe was appointed postmaster of Alpena, by Presi- 
dent MeKinley and at the expiration of his term of four years, in 
1902, he was reappointed, by President Roosevelt. He retired from 
this office in 1906. In April, 1910, further mark of popular esteem 
was accorded him, in that he was elected mayor of Alpena, an office 
in which he has given a most progressive and resourceful administra- 
tion and in which he has zealously pushed forward legitimate public 
improvements, so that conditions justify Alpenaites boasting **our city 
is the best lighted, our streets the cleanest and dustless of any city in 
the state." Through his initiative, the common council by ordinance 
authorized a Park and Playground Commission. These commissioners, 
one being Mr. Dafoe, have formulated a city park and playground plan, 
that when completed, will make Alpena entitled to the name, * ' the beauti- 
ful Park City of the Great Lakes." The commission have already ac- 
quired upwards of 60 acres of land upon shores of bay and along river 
banks in city and throughout the city, during year 1911, and com- 
menced work of carrying out the park and playgrounds as planned. 
In the spring of 1890 Mr. Dafoe was appointed city attorney, and thus 
he has given to his home town a full share of loyal service. He is a 
member of the Michigan State League of Republican clubs, and was 
a delegate at large to the National convention of this organization in 
the city of Detroit, in 1896, as was he also to the national convention 
of Republican clubs held in 1898, in the city of St. Paul. In 1904 he 
was a delegate to the Republican national convention, in the city of 
Chicago, and it is interesting to record in this connection that his only 
daughter, Naomi J., was *Hhe little girl in w^hite" who attracted so 
much attention in the convention as she was taken from her father's 
shoulders and placed on the platform beside the chairman of the con- 
vention, Hon. Joseph Cannon. The metropolitan papers in general 
made special mention of this extraordinary ^ Apolitical debut" of the 
winsome little maiden from Michigan. 

Reverting to the professional work of Mr. Dafoe, it may be noted 
that upon initiating practice in Alpena he formed a partnership alliance 
with Hon. James D. Turnbull, in July, 1883. Thereafter they con- 
tinued to be associated under the firm name of TurnbuU & Dafoe until 
the 1st of January, 1885, when, upon the admission of Hon. John 
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Shields to partnership, the title was changed to Turnbull, Shields & 
Dafoe. This firm thus continued in effective association until the 1st 
of January, 1886, when Mr. Shields withdrew to assume the office of 
Chief Justice of the Supreme court of Arizona, a position to which he 
was appointed by President Cleveland. Thereafter the firm of Turn- 
bull & Dafoe was maintained until January 1, 1892. Since August, 
1910, he has been associated in practice with Edwin R. Johnson, under 
the title of Dafoe & Johnson, and the firm control a large and repre- 
sentative practice, extending into both the state and federal courts. 
Mr. Dafoe has made judicious investments in real estate and indus- 
trial enterprises and he is actively identified with the Northeastern 
Michigan Development Bureau, of whose executive committee he is a 
member. He is affiliated with Myrtle Lodge, No. 432, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows ; Alpena Lodge, No. 505, Benevolent & Protective 
Order of Elks; Alpena Lodge, No. 148, Knights of Pythias; and Al- 
pena Aerie, No. 441, Fraternal Order of Eagles. He and his wife are 
members of the Congregational church. 

On the 4th of February, 1888, were cemented the marital bonds 
which united the life destinies of Mr. Dafoe with those of Miss Marie 
Ward Gallagher, who was born in Marine City, Michigan, and who is 
a daughter of the late David Ward Gallagher of Detroit. Mr. and 
Mrs. Dafoe have one daughter, Naomi J., who is now a student in 
National Park Seminary, at Forest Glen, Maryland. 

William H. Abbs. — For the past twenty-seven years has William H. 
Abbs been closely identified with varied business interests in, Manistee, 
Michigan, and since 1892 he has been the able -incumbent of the office of 
salt commissioner. Mr. Abbs was born in Toronto, province of Ontario, 
Canada, on the 15th of March, 1855, and he is a son of Robert and Felicia 
(Gibson) Abbs, both of whom were bom and reared in England, whence 
they came to America in the year 1836, settling in Canada, where their 
marriage was solemnized and where a number of their children were 
born. In 1863 removal was made to Saginaw, Michigan, where Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Abbs continued to reside until their death. The father 
was identified with the lumber business during the greater part of his 
active business career and he was a man of fine initiative power and im- 
pregnable integrity. He reared a family of four children, three of 
whom are now living. He married for his second wife, Mrs. Bell, and 
they had two children, a son and Sarah, who married Mr. Ed. Mitchell. 

William H, Abbs was a child of eight years at the time when his 
father established the family home in Michigan and he remained at home 
and attended the schools of Saginaw until he had attained to the age of 
fourteen years when he left the parental home and went to Flushing, 
Michigan, where he entered upon a three years' apprenticeship at the 
cooper's trade. Thereafter he worked at Saginaw and other places until 
1877, in which year he went to Tawas City, where he engaged in the 
livery and sale stable business. He remained at Tawas City for a period 
of six years, at the expiration of which he came to Manistee, where he 
began to work at his trade for Canfield and Wheeler, continuing in their 
employ for the ensuing two years. He then entered a grocery store at 
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East Lake, remaining there for one year, after whicli he went to Magoon 
for a while. He then entered the employ of R. G. Peters, of Manistee, 
as overseer of his cooper shop, retaining this position for four years. In 
1892 he was appointed salt commissioner and he has held this important 
office during the long intervening years to the present time. For six or 
eight years he was engaged in the livery and sale business in this city 
and during that time furnished a great many horses for use in the woods. 
He then bought the grocery business at Greenbush and First streets, in 
connection with A. E. Lott, and the firm of Lott & Company was formed. 
This store represents one of the most enterprising concerns in the city 
and through the able management of Messrs. Abbs and Lott its scope of 
operations has been gradually increased until it controls a large and most 
fastidious patronage. 

In the year 1883 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Abbs to Miss 
BUa DuPraw, of Saginaw, in which city she was born and reared. Her 
parents were born in France and immigrated to this country. Mr. and 
Mrs. Abbs became the parents of two children, — Xrisa and Hazel, the 
latter of whom is deceased, her death having occurred at the age of three 
years. Xrisa was born at Saginaw on the 29th of May, 1886, and she 
was graduated in the Manistee high school, after which she pursued a 
course of study in the Manistee Business College. On the 20th of Oc- 
tober, 1908, she was united in marriage to Mr. A. B. Lott, who is asso- 
ciated in business with Mr. Abbs, as already noted. 

In politics Mr. Abbs accords a stalwart allegiance to the principles 
of the Republican party and though he does not take an active interest 
in local politics he is alert and enthusiastically in sympathy with all 
measures and enterprises' advanced for the general welfare of the com- 
munity. In a fraternal way he is affiliated with the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the 
Kjiights of the Maccabees and the Modern Romans. He is a man of fine 
mental caliber and broad humanitarianism, is liberal in thought and ac- 
tion and is charitable towards others' opinions, being ever mindful of 
their rights and sensibilities. His wife holds membership in the Method- 
ist Episcopal church, and they hold a secure place in popular confidence 
and regard. 

W. Harry Price. — One of the most prominent and influential busi- 
ness men of Whittemore, Iosco county, Michigan, is W. Harry Price, who 
is now, in 1911, giving most efficient service as postmaster and as justice 
of the peace at Whittemore and who is here engaged in the general mer- 
chandise business. He has been incumbent of many important offices 
of public trust and responsibility and in each of them has acquitted him- 
self with honor and distinction. Mr. Price was bom in the pro- 
vince of Ontario, Canada, on the 30th of July, 1874, and he is a son of 
William and Elizabeth (McDonough) PricCj'^both of whom were like- 
wise bom and reared in Ontario, Canada, whence they came to the United 
States about the year 1884. The father died in 1903 from accidental 
poisoning and the mother now maintains her home at Whittemore. 
They became the parents of four children, concerning whom the follow- 
ing brief data are here incorporated, — ^Priseilla is the wife of Dr. J. H. 
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Botz, of Clay ville, Yirginia ; Esther married Eugene Thompson and they 
reside at Boyne Falls, Michigan; Cline E, is engaged in the navy yard 
at Bremerton, Washington; W. Harry is the immediate subject of this 
review. 

W. Harry Price received his educational training in the public schools 
of Tawas City and in the high school at East Tawas. He also attended 
the public schools at Whittemore. When seventeen years of age he 
turned his attention to the pedagogic profession, with which he con- 
tinued to be identified for the ensuing seven years. In 1886 he came 
to Whittemore and completed the course in the public schools, return- 
ing as principal of the high school in 1898. In 1900 he embarked in the 
merchandise business in Oscoda, Michigan, moving to Whittemore in 
1902, and in his well equipped establishment he carries a full line of 
general merchandise in both the fancy and staple articles ; his goods are 
of the latest production and his prices are reasonable. In politics Mr. 
Price endorses the cause of the Republican party and he has ever given 
most freely of his aid and influence in support of all projects advanced 
for the good of the community. He has served as postmaster of the 
village for the past nine years, has been township clerk for three terms, 
also township treasurer, alderman of the city for one term, and he has 
been secretary of the school board several terms, also the treasurer and 
secretary of the board of trade. He is now, in 1911, incumbent of the 
responsible ofiice of justice of the peace. In a fraternal way Mr. Price 
is affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and he and his 
wife are devout members of the Methodist Episcopal church, at Whitte- 
more. 

In the year 1901 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Price to Miss 
Florence B. Oakes, who was born and reared at East Tawas and who is 
a daughter of George E. and Lottie (Adams) Oakes, of Albion, Michi- 
gan. Mr. and Mrs. Price have three children, whose names and respec- 
tive dates of birth are here recorded, — George, May 1, 1904; Elizabeth, 
April 14, 1906 ; and Donald, January 13, 1908. 

John B. McArthur. — ^When Scotland puts her hand to the plow, or 
to anything else, things move. Her sons have a way of '* pushing good 
things along,'' which is rather disconcerting to lazy people, but the de- 
light of th(^e who love activity and progress within the limits of law 
and order, John B. McArthur, of Cheboygan, millwright, civil engineer, 
land dealer, real estate owner, public-minded citizen, and all-around use- 
ful, intelligent and honored member of the community, is in his eightieth 
year and has justly earned the assurance that he is a Scotch- American 
who has always stood for the most advanced type of wisely and honor- 
ably directed industry and ability. 

Mr. McArthur is a native of Scotland, born April 15, 1831, to John 
and Ann (McKeegan) McArthur, both natives of Argyleshire, the 
former dying in September, 1871, at the age of eighty-four, and the 
mother passing away in 1867, when sixty-nine. Of the four sons and 
three daughters bom to this union, all have ended their earthly walks 
except John B. McArthur, who was the fourth child of the family. 
When he was in his second year the family emigrated to Sidney, Nova 
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Scotia, where his father became one of the pioneer farmers in that part 
of the new world. The homestead of two hundred acres was a credit to 
Arcadian America and to the McArthur family ; there the parents spent 
the closing years of their worthy lives and John B. McArthur the hap- 
piest years of his boyhood. 

Mr. McArthur obtained his schooling at Sidney, Nova Scotia, the 
practical business of his life commencing when he apprenticed himself 
as a millwright to Samuel Fetch, for a period of three years, at one dol- 
lar per day. While thus engaged he studied civil engineering as a pri- 
vate venture, making a specialty of surveying. For two years there- 
after he worked at his profession in Brocklin, Ontario, assisting Samuel 
Cliff in various personal matters. Finding that the building of mills was 
more profitable, however, he returned to his ''trade," and busied him- 
self for some time in various localities of Ontario. 

The year 1865 witnessed Mr. McArthur 's advent to Michigan and the 
United States, his first location being Bay City. He worked as a mill- 
wright at that point for a short time, when he moved to Saginaw, and, 
knowledge of his masterly work reaching larger centers, he was, in 1868 
called to Detroit, where he built one of the most complete saw-mills then 
operated in the state, for Hubbard & King. The last mill which he con- 
structed was for Nelson & Bullen at Cheboygan, in 1878-9. For three 
years thereafter, Mr. McArthur was engaged in the manufacturing 
branch of the saw-mill business, and then became known as an extensive 
logger and dealer in farm and city lands. He has made a profitable 
business of clearing lands and selling the tracts for farming purposes j 
at the present time he has two farms on his hands, which he has thus 
cleared of timber — one of sixty-five acres and another of one hundred 
and twenty. 

There is probably no man in the county better posted on a greater va- 
riety of practical subjects than Mr. McArthur. On the subject of mill 
building — ^both saw and flour — he is especially well versed; for he is 
thoroughly experienced, from the old over-shot water wheel mills, when 
the work was all done by hand, to the modem roller-process affair where 
the hand is simply used to guide vastly greater mechanical forces. He 
talks with equal intelligence and interest on the business of logging and 
saw-milling in general, on agricultural matters, the improvement of 
country and city lands and public affairs. As he has served as road 
commissioner since 1904 ; has been village and school trustee and presi- 
dent of the school board, his views of local public affairs are also drawn 
from experience and have therefore weight. Mr. McArthur 's Masonic 
connections are with Cheboygan Lodge, No. 283, Cheboygan Chapter, 
No. 101, and Inverness Council, No, 60, and no man in the order is more 
respected or gauges his life more closely to its rules of conduct and 
spirit. 

In December, 1869, Mr. McArthur married Miss Melinda Judson, a 
native of Brockville, Ontario, who died in 1884, mother of seven chil- 
dren, of whom the following five are living: William, John, James, 
George and Mary, wife of Dr. Willis Earle Chapman, of Cheboygan 
(whose biography appears elsewhere). Mr. McArthur 's second wife was 
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Alicia Walker, who was born at Walkerville, Ontario, and died in 1904, 
leaving one child, Bruce. 

Daniel J. McDonald. — From steady and profitable participation in 
the stirring industries of Cheboygan, Michigan, with the bracing and 
invigorating air, enjoyable rest after labor and revivifying social life 
of the city on the historic straits which connect two of the great lakes 
of the world, to military duty in semi-tropical Cuba, in intense action 
on the battlefield, with every hour fraught with peril and the gaunt 
figure of Death in view at every point of the compass, is a long step, 
and an uninviting one. Yet it is one that Daniel J. McDonald, and 
thousands like him, took, and rejoiced in the opportunity to take it, and 
in the glory to the citizen-soldiery of the United States which it brought 
as its inevitable result. Daniel J. McDonald was a Michigan soldier 
in the Spanish- American war, and exhibited on the gory field of inter- 
national strife the same qualities of sterling manhood and devotion to 
the interests and the honor of his country that he has exhibited in the 
pursuits of peaceful and productive industry, the record of which it is 
the province of these paragraphs to preserve in a permanent form. 

He was born in Cheboygan, Michigan, on May 14, 1866, the son of 
Ronald F. and Rachel McDonald, natives of Scotland and still living 
representatives of the sturdy yeomanry of that country. The father 
came from his native heaths and hills, where every acre of tillable land 
yields its tribute to the needs of the people, to the wilds of Ontario at 
a time when he was a young man filled with high hopes and a deter- 
mination to realize them, and the land to which he came was filled 
with measureless resources and waiting for the commanding might of 
mind to to develop them. There he married Rachel McDonald, who had 
come to Ontario with her parents. They became the parents of eight 
children, all of whom are living, their son Daniel being the second. 
In 1863 they moved from Ontario to Cheboygan, and here the father 
engaged in the lumber trade for a time. He then took up a track of 
wild land, and devoted all his energies to reducing it to responsive 
obedience and profitable productiveness. On this farm he and his wife 
are now living, comfortable in the fruits of their industry and thrift, 
and rich in the esteem and good will of everyone who knows them. 
He has rendered his locality good service not only by giving it an in- 
structive example in progressive and profitable farming, but also as 
an upright and capable official in several positions of importance and 
responsibility in the public life of his township and city. 

Daniel J. McDonald grew to manhood on his father's farm and 
passed his boyhood and youth in no wise different, in the main, from 
the manner in which other farmers' sons in the same environment 
passed theirs. He did his due portion of the farm work, and, when he 
could be spared from this, attended the country school in the vicinity, 
or the more pretentious one in the village of Cheboygan. After leav- 
ing school he secured employment for a time in the saw mill of the 
W. & A. McArthur Company, and through his fidelity to the company's 
interests and his ability and industry in promoting them, rose to the 
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management of the mercantile department of its business, occupying 
this position for a period of twelve years. 

In 1890 Daniel J. McDonald joined Company H, Third Infantry, 
Michigan National Guards, and was one of its organizers and a charter 
member, and was a member and was with Company H at Ishpeming 
and Negaunee during the miners' strike. He rose from the position 
of private to that of Second Lieutenant and as such went to Cuba with 
the Company, serving in the Spanish-American war, he commanding 
the special detail from the Thirty-third Regiment, Michigan Volunteer 
Infantry, that opened the firing at the great battle of July 1, 1898, 
his position being in command of such detail at Aquadores, and was 
under the fire of the Spanish soldiers for eight hours on that day. 
Shortly afterward, he was detailed as regimental quarter-master, in 
which position he served during the remainder of the time on the Island. 
At the re-organization of the Company at Cheboygan after the war, 
he was made First Lieutenant, shortly afterward being promoted to 
Major and Commissary on the Brigade Staff, and retired as Major in 
1908. He was one of the promoters and was instrumental in the build- 
ing of the new armory in Cheboygan. 

After his return from the war, the subject of this sketch took up his 
position as manager of the W. & A. McArthur Company's mercantile 
l3usiness. In 1905 he organized the Hub Mercantile Company of Che- 
boygan and took upon himself the active management of its business. 
He has been at the head of the company ever since, and it has pros- 
pered under his judicious and enterprising direction, steadily expand- 
ing its trade and making continued gains in public confidence and 
general popularity. 

Mr. McDonald has been energetic and serviceable in connection with 
the public affairs and the fraternal life of the city. He was for years 
a member of the voluntary fire department, and served one term as 
alderman from the Fifth ward. He is a prominent and influential 
member of Cheboygan Lodge, No. 504 Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks, and of the Knights of Columbus. 

On January 19, 1903, Mr. McDonald united himself in marriage 
with Miss Eva Amiot. She is a native of Cheboygan and the daughter 
of Henry Amiot, who was born in Ontario. Of their children five are 
living, and Mrs. McDonald was the third in the order of birth in the 
family. Her mother is living, but her father died a number of years 
ago. She and her husband have two children, their sons Delwin and 
Milton. 

David H. Gbowley, — This prominent lawyer, energetic and public 
spirited citizen and genial social force has been a resident of Cheboy- 
gan during the last five years, and has been prominent in the official life 
of the community almost from his entry among its people. As soon as 
he has completed his tenure of one office he has been elected to another 
and higher one, the electors proving by their course toward him in this 
respect that they believe in him and find his services valuable to them 
and altogether worthy of their approval. 

Mr. Crowley was born in Leslie, Ingham county, Michigan, on Sep- 
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tember 5, 1882. He is a son and the fifth born child of Daniel and Mar- 
garet (Smith) Crowley, the former a native of Ann Arbor, Washtenaw 
county, this state, born in 1853, and the latter of Ireland, where her life 
began in 1855. They were married in 1871 and have had six children, 
five of whom are living. The parents also are living and have their home 
in Leslie. The father has been in the employ of the Michigan Central 
Railroad, in the track department, continuously since 1870, and is one 
of its oldest employes in length of unbroken service. He is a Catholic 
in religion and a Republican in political allegiance. 

His son David began his academic education in the schools of his na- 
tive town and completed it at the high school in Saginaw, from which he 
was graduated in 1901. Soon after leaving that institution he entered 
the law department of the University of Michigan as a student. He pur- 
sued a complete and thorough course of professional study at the Uni- 
versity and was graduated from it with the degree of LL. B. in 1905. 
He then had the world before him for the choice of a location in which 
to practice his profession and develop his career in it, but he was not 
long in making his decision. 

Northern Michigan w^as then attracting, as it is now, the attention of 
the country with its striden progress, and making its fine opportunities 
for men of ability, industry and character known throughout the land 
with a voice of persuasive eloquence. Mr. Crowley heard the plea with 
attention, and in February, 1906, became a resident of Cheboygan, and 
at once entered upon the practice of his profession in that city. 

Unlike many tyros in the professions, he did not have to wait long 
before he attracted public attention in a way that has proved highly ad- 
vantageous to him. At the first election following his location in the 
city, which came only a few months after his arrival, he w^as elected a 
justice of the peace for a four years' term. In 1906 he was also elected 
court commissioner, and filled the office one term. His prompt recog- 
nition and elevation to official station were not due to family influence 
or adventitious circumstances of any kind, the basis of the public esteem 
and confidence being wholly within himself. The people soon realized 
that he was a young man of ability and force of character, and at once 
harnessed him for their needs and put him to work in their service. He 
has justified their confidence, and they have kept him in the perform- 
ance of public duties ever since, considerably to his own credit and their 
benefit. 

In 1908 he was elected prosecuting attorney of the county, resigning 
as justice, and in 1910 was re-elected to 'this responsible and honorable 
office. His tenure of it continues the record of excellent service made in 
other positions, and is strengthening him generally in popular estima- 
tion as one of the most capable, reliable and satisfactory men in the 
county for official positions in the line of his profession, as he has proven 
himself to be one of the most worthy and useful of its citizens in all the 
relations of life. 

Mr. Crowley has been zealous and energetic in the aid of all worthy 
enterprises for the advancement and improvement of the city and county 
of his home, and in support of several of the associations! numerous 
among men for their mental^ moral and social elevation and enjoyment. 
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He is vice president of the State Prosecuting Attorneys' Association, 
and takes a leading part in its proceedings and social sessions. He is 
also a member of the Yakima Club of Cheboygan, and one of the most 
potential forces in everything that ministers to its progress, its useful- 
ness and the pleasure of those who belong to it. 

In fraternal circles he is united with Cheboygan Lodge, No. 791, 
Knights of Columbus, and is District Deputy Supreme Knight for the 
Northern district of the state in the order. He also belongs to Cheboy- 
gan Lodge, No. 504, of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, 
and is its present exalted ruler. In addition he holds valued membership 
in the ©rder of Modem Woodmen of America. The local organizations 
of these fraternities in which he is enrolled have all felt the quickening 
influence of his intelligence and zeal, and are much the better for the 
impulse. 

On August 17, 1909, Mr. Crowley was united in marriage with Miss 
Nina C. Barrett, a native of Cheboygan and the daughter of Joel L, and 
Mary E. (Berry) Barrett, a sketch of whom will be found elsewhere in 
this volume. Mrs. Crowley is one of the most cultivated and popular 
young women in the city, and a valued contributor to all worthy phases 
and departments of its intellectual, moral and social life. 

John M. Perry. — ^A man who has long been identified with the com- 
mercial life of Michigan is John M. Perry, of Tustin, who is represent- 
ing Osceola district in the state legislature. He has varied financial in- 
terests in this section of the Wolverine state and in all his dealings he 
has gained a reputation for unquestioned honesty and integrity. He was 
bom in the state of New York, on the 12th of May, 1864, and is a son 
of Milton W. Perrj% who was one of the early pioneers in Osceola 
county, this state, and who is now a resident of Cadillac, where he is 
living in retirement. His nativity likewise occurred in the old Empire 
state of the Union and he was reared and educated in the place of his 
birth. He married Miss Melissa Lane, of New York, also living, and they 
became the parents of six children, three of whom were born in New 
York and three in Michigan. After his arrival in the Wolverine state 
Milton W, Perry was for a time engaged on the construction of the 
Grand Rapids & Indiana Railroad. In the late '60s his father located 
his family on a homestead near what is now the village of Tustin, and 
for several years they experienced all the rigorous hardships of pioneer 
life. Their first log cabin was built of small logs that four men could 
carry, as there were no teams in the county; and it was thirty miles to 
their post office and trading point. 

John M. Perry was afforded the somewhat meager advantages of the 
pioneer schools in his youth and he was practically raised in the woods. 
In 1883, in order to gain a higher education, he was sent to Valparaiso, 
Indiana, where he pursued a course of study in the Northern Business 
& Normal University. In the following year he obtained employment 
in a drug store at Cadillac, the same being known as the City Drug Store. 
In 1886 he passed the pharmaceutical examination at Grand Rapids, the 
second of its kind ever held in the state. He remained in Cadillac until 
the fall of 1889, at which time he removed to Tustin, Osceola county, 
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where he purchased the drug establishment of Dr. A. J. Thompson, con- 
tinuing to operate the same with eminent success until the autumn of 
1908. In 1901 he had opened the Bank of Tustin, which he conducted 
alone until 1906, in which year he organized a stock company which in- 
cludes five of the substantial business men of Tustin besides himself. Of 
this substantial monetary intitution he is cashier at the present time. He 
is also interested in the Tustin Warehouse Company. 

In politics John M. Perry is now aligned as a stalwart supporter of 
the cause of the Republican party and he has manifested a deep and 
abiding interest in all matters tending to advance the general welfare of 
the community in which he has elected to maintain his home. In 1906 
he was honored with the election as representative of Osceola district 
in the state legislature and in 1908 he was again chosen for that office ; 
also in 1910 for a third term and was unanimously chosen speaker pro 
tern in the session of 1911. Prior to 1906 Mr. Perry had been a staunch 
adherent of the principles of the Democratic party but during the cam- 
paign of that year he became a Republican. He is a member of the Re- 
publican county committee and takes an active interest in all local poli- 
ties. In a fraternal way he is affiliated with the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, the Knights of the Modern Maccabees, the Independent 
Order of Foresters and the Modern Brotherhood. He and his wife are 
active members of the Presbyterian church at Tustin. 

At Cadillac, in November, 1889, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. 
Perry to Miss Alice A. Bickhart, who was bom and raised in Indiana 
and who traces her ancestry back to staunch German extraction. Her 
father, N. H. Bickhart, was for a number of years a millwright at Cadil- 
lac. Mr. and Mrs. Perry have two children, — Inez Irene and Clyde Ed- 
win, both of whom remain at the parental home. 

Lew a. Chichester. — The efficient cashier of the popular and sub- 
stantial monetary institution known as the Iosco County Bank, at Whitte- 
more, Michigan, is Lew A. Chichester, who here holds prestige as one 
of the eminently prosperous and energetic business men of the younger 
generation. Mr. Chichester was bom at Battle Creek, Michigan, the date 
of his birth being June 12, 1884. He is a son of Alrirus D. and Mary L. 
(Crothers) Chichester, the former of whom is deceased and the latter of 
whom now maintains her home at Kalamazoo. The father was an expert 
mechanic by occupation and he met death as the result of injuries received 
by the explosion of a boiler in a threshing machine which he was oper- 
ating at Aberdeen, South Dakota, September 21, 1891. He was a na- 
tive of Michigan and his wife was born at Rochester, New York. Their 
marriage was solemnized at Battle Creek in 1877, and they became the 
parents of two children, both of whom are now living, George W., who 
is in the employ of the Western Union Telegraph Company, at Chicago, 
Illinois, and Lew A., the subject of this sketch. 

Lew A. Chichester early availed himself of the advantages afforded 
in the public schools of Battle Creek and Marshall and he later supple- 
mented this training by a course of study in the Michigan Business & 
Normal College, at Battle Creek, in which he was duly graduated as a 
member of the class of 19.02. For a period of three years thereafter, he 
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was employed as bookkeeper by the firm of Ranger & Farley, who oper- 
ate a large furniture and undertaking establishment at Battle Creek, 
Michigan. In 1905 he aeeepted a position as assistant cashier of the 
Arenac Exchange Bank of Omer, Michigan, a private bank owned by 
C. W. McPhail a^d C. H. Macomber. In February, 1906, this firm or- 
ganized the Iosco County Bank at Whittemore, Michigan, with a capital 
stock of ten thousand dollars, and Mr. Chichester was elected cashier of 
the institution. The home of the bank is in a fine pressed-brick building, 
whose lateral dimensions are twenty feet by forty feet. This concern is 
one of the most prosperous banking institutions in the county and the 
sterling integrity of character of its oflScial backers with twenty years of 
successful banking experience, constitutes one of its best assets. Politically 
Mr. Chichester endorses the cause of the Republican party, and while 
he has never manifested aught of ambition for the honors or emoluments 
of political office of any description, he has ever been most liberal and 
influential in his support of all measures and enterprises advanced for 
the good of the general welfare of the community and of the county in 
which he has elected to maintain his home. In connection with his work 
as cashier of the Iosco County Bank Mr. Chichester writes fire and life 
insurance. In 1908 he erected a beautiful home at Whittemore, the 
same being widely renowned for its gracious and generous hospitality. 
In a fraternal way he is connected with various representative organi- 
zations and his religious faith is in harmony with the teachings of the 
Baptist church. He and his wife are popular and prominent in con- 
nection with the best social activities in Whittemore, and he is recognized 
as an essentially capable and reliable business man. 

At Marshall, Michigan, in the year 1906, was celebrated the marriage 
of Mr. Chichester to Miss Bessie L. Wright, a daughter of I. B. Wright, 
who is engaged in the vacuum cleaner business at Marshall, Michigan, 
where ]Mrs. Chichester was born and educated. 

James M. Pennell. — ^Passing his youth and early manhood in ar- 
duous effort for advancement in life, and living with great frugality and 
prudence in order that he might gain a foothold for his purposes, using 
every advantage and opportunity available to him to prepare himself 
for the career he had determined to work out, and rising to his present 
standing in business and public esteem by resolute and persevering en- 
deavor, James M. Pennell, of Cheboygan, has fully justified in his rec- 
ord all the outlay in money, exertion and self-denial his training cost 
him. 

Mr. Penneirs life began at Belmore, Putnam county, Ohio, on De- 
cember 28, 1862, while his father was in the field or on the march in de- 
fense of the Union, and was about three years old before the latter ever 
saw him. He is a son of John and Nancy (Moorehead) Pennell, like him- 
self, natives of Ohio, both now deceased, the father having died in 1906, 
thirteen years after the death of his wife. He was sixty-five years old 
when he passed away. They had three children, all of whom are living, 
James M. and his brothers Edward M. and Eugene D. They are all 
energetic and prosperous in business, and show in their daily lives the 
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influence for good exerted on them by the teachings and examples given 
them at the parental hearthstone. 

The father was a merchant before the Civil war, and when that del- 
uge of death and disaster broke over our unhappy country, he promptly 
enlisted in the Twenty-tirst Ohio Volunteer Infantry, under the Union 
flag, which soon became a part of the Army of the Cumberland, under 
command of the valiant and skillful fighting General Thomas. Mr. Pen- 
nell took part in all the encounters with the enemy his regiment was en- 
gaged in, but escaped harm himself, although he often saw his comrades 
fall around him like flies in an early frost, and was never taken prisoner 
or absent from duty on account of sickness during the whole of his 
military service of three years. 

After the war the elder Mr. Pennell returned to his home at Belmore, 
Ohio, and for some years followed general merchandising there. He then 
removed to Detroit, Michigan, and afterward to Grand Rapids, conduct- 
ing a general merchandising business in each city for a period and pass- 
ing his last days in the latter. He was a member of Fairbanks Post, 
Grand Army of the Republic, in Detroit, and a straightforward and un- 
wavering Republican in his political affiliation and action. 

James M. Pennell attended a public school in his boyhood for a 
short time, but the exigencies of his family made it necessary for him to 
do something toward earning his own living at an early age. When he 
was twelve he went to work on a farm in the neighborhood of his home 
at a compensation of five dollars a month and his board. He saved every 
dollar of his wages he could and used it all to further educate himself. 
In time he accumulated enough to enable him to attend an academy in 
Portage, Ohio, and in that institution and his private studies he made 
such progress that he was able to secure a certificate licensing him to 
teach school in the county of Wood, where he was then living, in 1879, 
when he was but seventeen. 

He did not remain in Ohio, however, as he believed he would find 
better opportunities farther West. Accordingly he migrated to Seward 
county, Nebraska, where he taught his first school in a dugout. He 
taught two years in Nebraska, and the money he earned in that venture, 
although he would look upon it as a trifling sum now, seemed like a 
fortune to him then. In pursuance of his purpose, he returned toward 
the East for additional mental training, and pursued a course of special 
instruction in the Business University in Detroit, this state. 

On completing his course in this institution Mr. Pennell located in 
Sanilac county, Michigan, where he continued teaching school for eight 
years. At the end of that period he took up his residence in Downington 
in that county, and started an enterprise in artistic stone cutting and 
monument building. This he conducted profitably in Downington a few 
years. In 1900 he moved to Cheboygan, and in association with his 
brother Edward founded the Northern Marble and Granite Works in 
this city. 

But before locating in Cheboygan he passed a few years in Decker- 
ville, Sanilac county, where he served as township clerk and afterward as 
clerk of the village government. He also lived at West Branch, Ogemaw 
county, from 1896 to 1900. In all places where he has lived he has been 
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recognized as a good business man and an exemplary citizen, well able 
to take good care of his own interests and cheerfully liberal in the serv- 
ice of others and the community in general, and everywhere he stands 
in excellent repute. 

The electorate of Cheboygan was not slow in taking practical notice 
of Mr. Penneirs public spirit and capability after his arrival in the 
city. He was elected supervisor of the Fourth ward in 1909, 1910 and 
1911, and his services to the people in that position won their unqualified 
approval. He is a Republican in politics and zealously loyal to his 
party. In fraternal circles he is an enthusiastic Freemason, a Knight 
of the Maccabees and a Woodman of the World, holding membership in 
the Council in the last named organizatian. In the Masonic order he 
has progressed to the holy and sublime degree of the Royal Arch. 

Mr. Pennell has been twice married. He was first united in wedlock 
with Miss Sarah Baker on July 22, 1885. She died on November 25, 
1888, leaving two children, her son Walter E. and her daughter Jennie. 
On January 29, 1889, the father took a second wife, his choice at this 
time being Miss Minnie Drummond, who was born in this state, at Or- 
tonville, Oakland county. The fruit of the second marriage is one child, 
a son named Frank W., who was graduated from the Cheboygan High 
School in 1908, and in that year won the state championship in the con- 
tests conducted by the High School Oratorical Association. He is at 
present (1911) in his third year as a student in the literary and law de- 
partments of the University of Michigan. 

The two children of the father's first marriage have also been well 
educated and hold a high rank in the scholarship of the county. The 
son, Walter E., was graduated from the Cheboygan High School in 1905, 
and the McLaughlin Business College in Grand Rapids in 1908, in the 
department of stenography and bookkeeping. He is now superintendent 
of the clerical department in the plant of the Armour Packing Company 
at Marquette. Jennie, the daughter, is the wife of Amiel Schwartz. 
She is also a graduate of the Cheboygan High School, and in addition 
holds a diploma in the County Normal class of 1908. Her residence is 
in Munising, Michigan. 

Michael Buchanan Danaher. — A citizen of well-deserved promi- 
nence and influence in Ludington, Michigan, is Michael Buchanan 
Danaher, attorney- at-law and identified with lumber and other im- 
portant interests of the section. He stands as one of the pillars of the 
local Democratic party and is particularly prominent in public affairs, 
having served his fellowmen in various capacities, to their honor and 
his own credit. He was prosecuting attorney of Mason county, Mich- 
igan, for four years and for twelve successive years was president of 
the school board of the city of Ludington. 

Mr. Danaher is the son of Patrick M. Danaher, born in Limerick 
county, Ireland, in 1815, and his wife, Mary (O'Brien) Danaher, born 
in the same district in 1825. The elder gentleman received his educa- 
tion in this country, attending the district schools and a night school 
in Cincinnati. He was able and ambitious and he became a railroad 
contractor before the attainment of his majority, following this busi- 
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ness in the west and south for many years. He became a resident of 
Wisconsin about 1850 and built under contract the plank road be- 
tween Cheboygan and Fond-du-Lac. He owned and conducted a farm 
in Kenosha county for five years and subsequently came to Michigan 
(in 1862) engaging in the lumber business at Whitehall. Tw^o years 
afterward he removed to Ludington and in 1870 established the Dan- 
aher & Melendy Company, which still continues in the lumber business 
in Michigan and elsewhere. He was a man of much prominence and 
influence in public affairs. He was a Democrat in politics; was once 
a candidate for the legislature from his native state and was twice 
mayor of the city of Ludington, the city enjoying a career of munici- 
pal prosperity under his administration. He died in 1886. 

Michael B. Danaher was born in Ludington and has passed almost 
his entire life in this place. In 1879 he was graduated from the lit- 
erary department of the University of Michigan and then prepared for 
the law, beginning the practice of the profession in Ludington, Mich- 
igan, in 1881. He is an able and representative practitioner, but does 
not limit his activities to the profession, being interested in lumber 
and in various other enterprises in his home town. 

In politics Mr. Danaher is a Cleveland Democrat and his given heart 
and hand to the men and measures of the party since his earliest voting 
days. As previously mentioned, he was prosecuting attorney of Mason 
county for two terms and has the unusual record of having been presi- 
dent of the school board for twelve years. In 1886 he was the candi- 
date of the Democratic party to represent the county in the State 
Senate, but was defeated. Admirably public spirited and altruistic, 
he can ever be depended upon to give his support to all measures likely 
to result in benefit to the many. 

Mr. Danaher is a member of the Catholic church and is affiliated 
with the Catholic order, the Knights of Columbus. The Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks also claims his membership. Mr. Danaher 
is unmarried. 

John M. Olabk. — The creator, developer, active manager and quick- 
ening spirit of Onaway's telephone system, with its hundreds of miles 
of connections and its extensive local ramifications, John M. Clark has 
done a good work for this portion of the country that will live after him 
as a monument to his breadth of view, push and daring enterprise, which 
no difficulties could deter and no obstacle could stay in the progress to 
the result at which they aimed. He began his great work of public 
utility before its necessity was felt by the people and when there was 
little prospect of any considerable demand for its service. He seemed 
to see, however, the coming development of this section and wisely pre- 
pared for it in advance, and now the city, which has grown from a strag- 
gling hamlet to a thriving and pretentious municipality sinee the incep- 
tion of his undertaking, has the benefit of his foresight and his great 
energy and ability in carrying out his purpose. 

Mr. Clark is a native of Arlington, Indiana, where he was bom on 
May 3, 1863. He is a son of John W. and Eebeeca (Morrison) Clark, 
the former born in North Carolina in 1825 and the latter in what is now 
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West Virginia in 1828. Of the ten children bom to them six are living, 
three sons and three daughters. Of the whole number John M. was the 
sixth in the order of birth. Their mother died in 1903. The father is 
still living, at the advanced age of eighty-six, and has his home in Rush 
county, Indiana. 

His parents, who were Quakers, moved from North Carolina to In- 
diana in 1835, when he was but ten years of age. They left the South 
because they were opposed to slavery, and wished to live where they 
would not have to encourage or even condone it. Their son John ob- 
tained his academic education at Earlham College in Richmond, Indi- 
ana, and his professional training at Rush Medical College in Chicago, 
from which he was graduated with the degree of M. D. in 1854, He lo- 
cated in Kokomo, Indiana, where he practiced medicine for many years 
with great industry and success. When advancing years impressed him 
with the necessity of relief from so exacting and laborious a life, he re- 
tired from practice, and sometime afterward moved to his present home 
in Rush county of that state. 

John M. Clark was educated in the public schools at Carthage, Indi- 
ana, attending first the lower departments and then the high school. 
After leaving the latter he pursued a special course in civil engineering 
at Danville, Indiana, then taught school and farmed in that state for a 
few years. Tiring of these occupations and longing for a change of scene, 
he went to Florida and passed a few years surveying for public improve- 
ments and laying out orange groves. 

He returned to Indiana, but did not remain long in the state. The 
taste for travel possessed him, and to gratify it he went to California and 
worked on the survey of the Southern Pacific Coast Line Railroad, his as- 
signment being on the Mount Shasta division and the main line between 
San Francisco and Portland, Oregon. He was engaged in this work dur- 
ing 1886, 1887 and 1888, and in the summer of 1889 came to Presque Isle 
county, Michigan, in quest of health, locating on the shores of Black 
lake. He derived so much benefit here and was so well pleased with the 
region that he returned the following summer. By this time he had 
gained an insight into the possibilities of this part of the country and was 
so impressed by them that he determined to make his home in the lo- 
cality. 

He formed a partnership with Lindley H. Gray, and with him en- 
gaged in general merchandising, under the firm name of Clark & Gray, 
in Onaway, the firm acting really as an agent for Merritt Chandler. A 
little more than a year later Mr. Gray retired and Mr. Clark purchased 
an interest in the business, the title under which he operated then being 
J. M. Clark & Company. Three years afterward he bought Mr. Chandler 
out and during the next two years conducted the business in his own 
name. 

Mr. Clark grew weary of general merchandising by the end of the 
period last named and sold his establishment to the Onaway Mercantile 
Company in July, 1898, and in the following December erected the large 
building which now contains the Onaway Telephone Company's main of- 
fice and put in* a stock of hardware and groceries. Prior to this time, in 
the summer of 1897, he had begun the erection of the Onaway telephone 
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system, and by September, 1899, he found the interests of that system de- 
manding so much of his time and energy that he sold his mercantile busi- 
ness to Messrs. Fox & Steele. Since then he has devoted himself wholly 
to building up, developing and extending the telephone service through- 
out this part of the country. 

In June, 1900, the Onaway Telephone Company was incorporated with 
a capitalization of four thousand dollars and Mr. Clark as its president 
and manager. He must be credited with great foresight in connection 
with this enterprise. The company now has hundreds of miles of wire 
and hundreds of phones in use, with many toll stations in Onaway. It 
gives its patrons excellent service to all parts of Michigan and the ad- 
joining states, and is one of the best managed telephone companies in the 
country. On December 22, 1902, the exchange in Onaway was burnt and 
it is characteristic of Mr. Clark and in keeping with his usual enterprise, 
that he had the plant in operation again within thirty days after the fire. 

Having always warmly supported the Republican party in national 
affairs and taken an active part in winning its successes, Mr. Clark was 
considered by its leading men as a proper person, on this account and be- 
cause of his acknowledged ability and high character, for official recog- 
nition. He was accordingly appointed postmaster of Onaway by Presi- 
dent McKinley in September, 1897. At that time, however, there was not 
much business or revenue in the office. But soon afterward it began to 
increase rapidly, and Mr. Clark derived some benefit from it through his 
re-appointment in January, 1901, for a second term. During his incum- 
bency of the office he gave the people excellent service, his assistants be- 
ing at all tinies capable, competent, affable and prompt in attention to 
their duties, acting in this way by reason of their own natural disposi- 
tions and under his strict requirements. Mr. Clark has also served as 
township clerk and treasurer, as deputy county clerk and as school trus- 
tee. In all these official positions he performed his duties with fidelity 
and ability, his first consideration always being the good of the people 
and the promotion of their best interests. 

On August 12, 1895, Mr. Clark was married to Miss Anna R. Stanley, 
one of Lenawee county's most estimable young ladies and a native of the 
county. She is a daughter of Fleming and Eunice (Butler) Stanley, both 
bom in Ohio and both dead for a number of years. They were the par- 
ents of ten children, of whom Mrs. Clark was the ninth bom. Seven of 
the ten are living. Mrs. Clark is essentially a business woman and is 
credited by her husband with having materially aided him in all his 
undertakings. She and her husband are the parents of two children, 
their twin sons, Guy and Hugh. 

There is not a better known or more popular man in Presque Isle 
county than John M. Clark. He deserves his popularity, too, through his 
elevated citizenship, high character, his great services to the public, and 
his daily and hourly exemplification of all the bland amenities of life. 
Everywhere and all the time he is genial and companionable with every- 
body, and everybody likes him and wishes him well in all his under- 
takings and in all the relations of life. It should be stated that in ad- 
dition to his other achievements for the benefit of the city and county 
he made the first survey for the railroad which connects Onaway with 
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the rest of the country and gives the agricultural and industrial pro- 
duets of this part of the state easy access to the markets of the world, 
in this, as in other matters, manifesting his great and highly practical 
iQterest in the development and enduring welfare of the region in which 
his activities are employed. 

Albert E. Sangster, D. D. S. — Holding high position among his pro- 
fessional brethren in Cheboygan is Albert E. Sangster, D. D, S. Acute in 
his perceptions, widely read in his profession and skillful in applying his 
acquirements to practical use, his value as a dentist is of the most detinite 
sort. He is a native of Canada, his birth having occurred in Toronto, 
August 3, 1867, his parents being Robert and Laura (Ruswell) Sangster. 
The father was born in England and the mother in Ontario, and both 
these admirable people are now living, having just celebrated their sixtieth 
wedding anniversary. The father is in his eighty-first year. He and his 
wife became the parents of a family of ten children, seven of whom sur- 
vive at the present time, the immediate subject being the eighth in order 
of birth. The father came to Canada in young boyhood and divided his 
energies between milling and farming. His retirement was in the year 
1886, and since that time he has enjoyed the pleasant leisure which usu- 
ally crowns a well-spent an<J industrious life. 

Dr. Sangster spent his boyhood days under the parental roof in Can- 
ada and received his preliminary education in the public schools. He 
early came to a decision as to his life work and to gain the necessary 
preparation, matriculated in the Philadelphia Dental College, being grad- 
uated with the class of 1890. After receiving his degree he first located 
at Mount Pleasant, Michigan, where he practiced for about one year, then 
removing to Cadillac and after a few years' residence at that point com- 
ing to Cheboygan, which has been the scene of his subsequent labors, and 
where he has come to be known as one of Cheboygan's leadiag dentists. 
He has also for a number of years been engaged in the drug businesss 
under the firm name of Sangster & Riggs, and is prominent in commercial 
as well as professional circles. He is by no means one to remain at a 
standstill, but keeps abreast of the progress in his field and makes him- 
self master of all new discoveries. 

Among Dr. Sangster 's several distinctions is that of prominence in 
lodge circles. He is one of the well known Masons of northern Michigan, 
being a member of Cheboygan Lodge,. No. 283, P. & A. M. ; of Cheboygan 
Chapter, No. 109, R. A. M. ; of Inverness Council, No. 60, R. & S. M. ; of 
Cheboy^n Commandery, No. 50, K. T. ; of Michigan Sovereign Consis- 
tory, Detroit; S. P. R. S., thirty-second degree Mason; and of Moslem 
Temple, Detroit, Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine. His Masonic acquaintance is widely extended and he exemplifies 
in himself the principles of moral and social justice and brotherly love 
for which the order stands. Dr. Sangster is also a member of Lodge 504, 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. He is Republican in polities 
and essentially public-spirited, giving heart and hand to all measures 
likely to result in general benefit. 

Dr. Sangster was happily married on December 26, 1891, when Miss 
Ada Johnson, daughter of Robert Johnson, became his wife and the mis- 
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tress of his household. Mrs. Sangster, like her husband, is a native of 
Canada. They have three children, namely : Vera, Aylwin and Ruth. 

Herbert F. Baker. — One of the representative and able citizens and 
statesmen of northern Michigan is the Hon. Herbert F. Baker, of Wea- 
dock, a man who has been honored in many ways by his community and 
who as state representative from his district has given his constituents 
splendid representation in the state's assembly, he having been speaker of 
the house in the session of 1910-11. In fact, his unselfish devotion to the 
best interests of the country has won him the confidence and high regard 
of all. The Hon. Mr. Baker was born in Dover township, Lenawee county, 
Michigan, January 13, 1862, and is the son of John and Lydia E. (Bur- 
cham) Baker. The father was born in Schoharie county. New York, in 
1830, and died in 1878. He came to Lenawee county, Michigan, with his 
parents when a mere boy, his parents being among the pioneers in the 
locality, and like so many of the early settlers he followed the vocation of 
an exponent of the great basic industry. By grim determination and 
manly brawn he hewed him a farm out of the wilderness and he was suc- 
cessful in his agricultural endeavors and also enjoyed the regard of his 
fellow men, who made him township supervisor, township clerk and for 
a number of years a member of the school board, his championship of the 
best educational advantages possible being well known. He was a Royal 
Arch Mason and one of the standard bearers of the Republican party in 
his day and generation. To this good man and his estimable wife were 
born four children, three of whom are living at the present time, namely : 
the subject, William E. and Grace. The wife of John Baker had a much 
longer term of life, her birth occurring in Monroe county. New York, in 
1835, and her demise in Michigan in 1901. She came to this state with her 
parents when a little girl and was here married. 

Herbert F. Baker received his preliminary education in the public 
schools and subsequently entered the normal department of Adrian Col- 
lege, where he studied during the years 1882 and 1883. Thus prepared 
for a pedagogical career (as a study of biography discovers has been the 
ease with so many men who have subsequently become eminent in other 
fields) Mr. Baker taught school winters and farmed during the summer, 
continuing thus up to the year 1889, when he removed from his native 
county and taught in the city and county schools of Cheboygan. He 
engaged in the work of an instructor in the new field for the several years 
until 1893, when he bought one hundred and seventy-one acres of land 
in Munro township, Cheboygan county, and subsequently added ninety- 
one acres in Benton township, that county. The Bakers are extremely 
prominent and well-known and the head of the house is not the only one 
who is held in honor by the community. His wife is post-mistress at 
Weadock and they also conduct a general store in connection with the 
postoffiee. 

The Hon. Mr. Baker has been the recipient of several noteworthy 
trusts at the hands of the people. His first public office was that of town- 
ship clerk and subsequent to that he became justice of the peace. In 
1894 he was elected supervisor of Munro township and in 1901 was made 
state representative, being re-elected in 1908 and 1910. In the session of 
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1910-11 he acted as speaker of the house. Mr. Baker is eminent in lodge 
circles and has been state consul of the Modern Woodmen of America, as 
well as chairman of the executive committee of the State Grange. He is 
a member of Cheboygan Lodge, No. 504, Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks ; of the Loyal Americans of the Republic, Cheboygan Assembly, 
No. 1059. In all of these fraternal organizations he is popular and 
prominent. 

The Hon. Mr. Baker laid the foundation of a happy household and 
congenial life companionship when, in September, 1891, he was united in 
marriage to Martha Roberts, who was bom in Dover township, Lenawee 
county, Michigan, the daughter of Edward and Martha (Howard) Rob- 
erts. The father was a native of England and the mother was born in 
Dover township, Lenawee county. Mr. and Mrs. Roberts were the parents 
of five children, Mrs. Baker being the third in order of birth. Edward 
Roberts was a Lenawee county pioneer and held at one time the office of 
county highway commissioner. He was a member of the Democratic 
party. Mr. and Mrs. Baker share their hospitable home with one son, 
Tom, born March 5, 1906. 

Henby S. Babcock. — Holding secure status as one of the representa- 
tive newspaper men of northern Michigan, Mr. Babcock is editor and 
publisher of the Harbor Springs Graphic^ a model paper issued weekly 
in the attractive little city of Harbor Springs, which lies on the shore of 
Little Traverse Bay, in Emmet county, of which it was formerly the 
county seat. Mr. Babcock has contributed much to the civic and in- 
dustrial development and upbuilding of Harbor Springs and Emmet 
county and is one of the well known and highly esteemed citizens of this 
section of his native state, the while he has the distinction of being a 
scion of one of the sterling pioneer families of northern Michigan. His 
experiences have been varied but he seems to have found his proper 
niche and his effective ^^ potential" as an exemplar of journalism. He 
has been an influential factor in the furtherance of educational inter- 
ests in Emmet county and has given most admirable service in the 
office of county commissioner of schools, of which position he is now in- 
cumbent and in which he had previously accomplished excellent work. 
Secure in the confidence and esteem of the community and known as a 
man of broad mental ken and sterling integrity, his status is such that 
he is specially eligible for representation in this work. 

Humble and lowly was the place of Mr. Babcock 's nativity, as he 
was born in a primitive log cabin in a lumbering camp situated in that 
part of Bay county, Michigan, that is now included in the county of 
Arenac, and here he was ushered into the world on the 26th of April, 
1861. He is a son of Eri D. and Catherine (Keller) Babcock, both of 
whom were born in Oswego county, New York, — the former on the 
9th of September, 1830, and the latter on the 8th of May, 1835. The 
marriage of the parents was solemnized in their native state and their 
long and devoted companionship was broken when the noble wife and 
mother was summoned to the life eternal on the 8th of February, 1908. 
Of the seven children, Henry S., of this sketch, was the fourth in order 
of birth. 
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Eri D. Babeock learned the trades of blaekemith and wagonmaker 
when a youth and followed the same in the old Empire state until 
1856, when he eame to Michigan and located in Bay county, where he 
entered the employ of the lumbering firm of Sage & McGraw, in the ca- 
pacity of blacksmith and wagonmaker in their lumbering camp. After 
being thus engaged for a considerable period of time he located at 
Judd's Corners, a little hamlet in Shiawassee county, where he es- 
tablished a shop and engaged independently in the work of his trades. 
He became one of the influential citizens of this community and under 
the administration of President Garfield he served as postmsater in 
his home village. He finally resigned this office and removed to Harbor 
Springs, where he conducted a prosperous business as a blacksmith and 
wagonmaker until 1902, when, after long years of earnest toil and en- 
deavor, he retired from active business. He is one of the sterling citi- 
zens of Harbor Springs, where his circle of friends is coincident with 
that of his acquaintances. He is affiliated with the Masonic fraternity 
and the Grand Army of the Republic, and is a stanch Republican in 
his political proclivities. Mr. and Mrs. Babeock celebrated their gol- 
den wedding anniversary in February, 1906, about two years prior to 
the death of the loved wife and mother, who is held in reverent mem- 
ory by all who came within the compass of her gentle and gracious in- 
fluence. Eri D. Babeock gave to his country the loyal service of a va- 
liant soldier of the Union in the Civil war. He enlisted in the Fifty- 
ninth New York Volunteer Infantry, with which he served three years 
and seven months. He was promoted to the office of sergeant and, in 
recognition of his gallant and meritorious services. Governor Seymour 
of New York gave him commission as major. 

The isolation and primitive surroundings of a logging camp com- 
passed the boyhood days of Henry S. Babeock, and as there were no 
schools for him to attend he received his rudimentary education under 
the careful instruction of his devoted mother, a woman of strong men- 
tality and unceasing self-abnegation. Thus he became proficient in in- 
terpreting the interesting and classical statements in the ** Fourth 
Reader '^ before he had become enabled to attend the public schools, in 
which latter his initial experience was gained after the removal of the 
family to Judd's Corners, as noted in a preceding paragraph. He 
continued his studies in the public schools of Harbor Springs after the 
family home had here been established, and the quality of his ambition 
and determination was significantly shown by his providing the means 
for the securing of higher academic training. For three years he pur- 
sued his studies in the normal department of Alma College, at Alma, 
Gratiot county, and he defrayed his expenses by applying himself to 
such work as he could secure. Thus it may be noted that he worked as 
waiter in a boarding house; that on Wednesdays and Saturdays he 
was employed in a local barber shop, in which he frequently continued 
on duty till midnight ; and that on Sundays he presided as janitor of 
the Alma Presbyterian church. Under conditions of this order Mr. Bab- 
eock applied himself to his studies with characteristic diligence and 
the waiter-barber-janitor became proficient in both Greek and Latin, 
as well as in other branches of academic learning. In the autumn of 
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1889 he passed an examination to determine bis eligibility for taking 
up the study of theology, this action having been mainly prompted by 
the kindly advice of Rev. George P. Hunting, D. D. Mr. Babcoek re- 
turned to his home in Harbor Springs after leaving college and in the 
spring of 1890, while employed in a logging camp, he received an in- 
jury that incapacitated him for active labors until the following 
autumn. Thereafter he was a successful and popular teacher in the 
public schools of this part of the state until 1895, when he began his 
novitiate in the newspaper field, by becoming editor and publisher of 
the Harbor Springs Graphic, in the publication of which he was asso- 
ciated with William S. Darling until 1903, when he purchased his part- 
ner's interest. He has since been sole proprietor of the Graphic, which 
he has made one of the model country papers of this section of the state. 
It is an effective exponent of local interests, its letter-press is clean 
and attractive and its editorial columns show the progressiveness, lib- 
erality and literary talent of its publisher, who has done much through 
this medium to foster the best interests of the community. The Graphic 
office is well equipped in both its newspaper and job departments, and 
the enterprise receives a representative support under the direction of 
the able and popular citizen who presides over its destinies. The paper 
stanchly supports the principles and policies for which the Republican 
party stands sponsor, and it is needless to say that Mr. Babcoek ac- 
cords unswerving allegiance to the *' grand old party." He is well 
fortified in his opinions as to matters of public polity and has made his 
paper an effective vehicle for the promotion of progressive measures in 
local affairs of a public nature. 

Mr. Babcoek was elected to the office of county commissioner of 
schools, and the best voucher for the efficiency of his service and the 
popular appreciation of the same is that given in the fact of continued 
incumbency of this important position for three successive terms. 
Later he was again called to the same office, to fill out the unexpired 
term of Robert M. Winston, and by regular election thereafter he served 
another four years. On the 5th of April, 1911, he was re-elected with- 
out opposition, the local Democratic contingent presenting no candi- 
date for the office, in mark of the appreciation of the work of Mr. 
Babcoek in bringing the schools of the county up to a high standard of 
efficiency. Mr. Babcoek is affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows and is a member of the Presbyterian church in Harbor Springs, 
as was also his wife, who was a woman of most gracious personality 
and a popular factor in the best social activities of the community. 

On the 15th of September, 1891, was solemnized the marriage of 
Mr. Babcoek to Miss Una M. Hathaway, and she proved a most devoted 
wife and helpmeet until the gracious relations were severed by her 
death on the 17th of June, 1910. Kindly and sympathetic and ever 
ready to assist those in affliction or distress, her name is held in rever- 
ent affection by those who came within the sphere of her influence. 
Mrs. Babcoek was born at Howell, the judicial center of Livington 
county, Michigan, and was the third in order of birth of the six chil- 
dren of Captain Albert L. and Esther M. (Fellows) Hathaway, both of 
whom are now deceased. Captain Hathaway was a gallant officer of 
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the Eighth Michigan Volunteer Cavalry in the Civil war and he and 
his wife passed the closing years of their lives in this state, where they 
celebrated their golden wedding in 1905. Mr. and Mrs. Babcock be- 
came the parents of five children, of whom one died in infancy. The 
four who survive the loved mother are: Marjorie R., Rex H., Esther 
C. and Ruth M. 

George A. Morris. — Although he has b^en practicing his profes- 
sion but ^ve years, and that in a small city where legal contentions in- 
volving matters of great importance are not generally supposed to take 
place, George A. Morris has demonstrated his fitness for the life work 
he has chosen and has established himself firmly in the regard and con- 
fidence of the people around him as a capable, conscientious, painstaking 
and, therefore, successful lawyer. He has pursued the even tenor of his 
way, without ostentation or blare of trumpets, faithfully performing every 
duty and ably meeting every requirement, and by his very modesty has 
favorably impressed the public mind, while his success has given him an 
additional hold on the good opinion of all who have knowledge of it and 
of the genuine merit on which it is based and by which it has been won. 

Mr. Morris was born in Lanark county, Ontario, Canada, on April 28, 
1872, and is a son and the fifth of six children of John and Mary (Pratt) 
Morris, natives of Ireland, the former born in county Wexford in 1837 
and the latter in county Londonderry in 1835. The mother died in 
Onaway, Presque Isle county, Michigan, on October 9, 1908. The father 
is still living and is actively engaged in farming, an occupation he has 
followed on his own account from his youth. 

When he was twelve years of age he emigrated with his father to 
Canada, his mother having died during his infancy. The father chose 
Lanark county, Ontario, as his new home and passed the remainder of his 
days in that county. The son attended school for a short time there, and 
when he reached the age of fifteen bought one hundred acres of land, 
wild and uncultivated, and yet virgin to the plow, and out of this he 
made himself a valuable and productive farm. He afterward bought an 
additional tract of one hundred acres, which he also cleared and improved. 
In 1884 he sold all his possessions in Canada and moved to Huron county 
in this state, where he again engaged in farming, continuing his opera- 
tions in that county until 1902. He then once more disposed of his prop- 
erty and changed his residence to the province of Alberta, where he is 
now living. 

His son, George A. Morris, had extended educational advantages. He 
began his scholastic training in the public schools of his native county, 
continued it in those of Harbor Beach, Huron county, this state, at one 
of the leading educational institutions at Valparaiso, Indiana, and at 
Ferris Institute in Mecosta county, Michigan, finishing his academic 
course at the most advanced seat of learning in the state of Michigan. 
He was graduated from the Law Department of the University of Mich- 
igan in 1906. 

Mr. Morris first came to Onaway on March 17, 1898, and founded the 
first hardware establishment in the city. This he conducted with success 
until 1902, then sold his business and completed his education and his 
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professional course at the university. After his graduation in law he 
again located in Onaway, and here he has ever since been actively and 
profitably engaged in a general practice of his profession, with a stead- 
ily increasing body of clients and a continued advance toward the first 
rank in his calling. He has high standing at the bar, served as circuit 
court commissioner for two years, and was elected prosecuting attorney 
for Presque Isle county in 1910. This office he is filling at this time 
(1911) greatly to the satisfaction of the people and his own credit. In 
his professional work he is alert, careful, well learned in the law and 
the decisions of the courts, and devotes all his energies to his cases. He 
is a wise and prudent counselor, a vigorous and forceful advocate, and 
a shrewd and resourceful practitioner. The people have found him pos- 
sessed of all the attributes of a first rate lawyer, and his professional 
brethren are well advised of his quality in this respect. Lawyers and 
laymen alike respect his attainments and his ability, and all classes 
account him worthy of the rank he holds at the bar. 

In his citizenship he is equally entitled to high regard and enjoys 
it. He is attentive to every public and private duty, and gives his com- 
munity a fine example of upright living and elevated manhood. The 
affairs of his city and county enlist his most earnest interest and in all 
matters of progress and public improvement he is one of the most 
useful and energetic forces for good in this part of the state. In politics 
he is a zealous Eepublican and in fraternal relations one of the leading 
members of Onaway Lodge, No. 425, in the Masonic order. He is also 
chancellor commander of Onaway Lodge, No. 215, Knights of Pythias. 

On November 4, 1897, Mr. Morris was united in marriage with Miss 
Myrtle Fraser of Alpena, Michigan. She is a daughter of Myron and 
Anna J. (Luther) Fraser, neither of whom is now living. They were 
bom and passed the whole of their lives in this state. Five children 
blessed their union and brightened their family circle. Of these Mrs. 
Morris was the first bom. She and her husband have six children, Fraser, 
Ferris, M. JuUet, John, Gladys E. and Euth Annetta. The parents have 
hosts of friends and in all respects prove themselves worthy of the 
regard bestowed upon them. They are active in every worthy under- 
taking for the good of the community. 

Howard M. BELKisrAP. — Since 1880 has Howard M. Belknap been 
incumbent of the ofice of county surveyor and at the present time (1911) 
he is actively engaged in the real-estate business at Whittemore, Iosco 
county, Michigan. Mr. Belknap was bom in Oneida county, New York, 
-on the 3rd of September, 1860, and in the conunon schools of his na- 
tive place he received his preliminary educational training. His parents, 
Leonard and Catherine M. (Waldron) Belknap, were both bom in the 
old Empire state of the Union and they were long representative citizens 
of Oneida county, whence they removed to Reno township, Iosco county, 
Michigan, about the year 1878. There they purchased a small farm of 
forty acres of land, on which they continued to reside until the father 
was summoned to the life eternal, the date of his death being 1885. 
Leonard V. Belknap was a gallant and faithful soldier in the Union 
army in the Civil war, being a member of Company K, One Hundred 
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and Eighty-ninth New York Volunteer Infantry. His death was the 
result of a lingering disease contracted while in the war. Mrs. Belknap 
is still living, and she now maintains her home at Whittemore. She is 
a woman of most gracious personality and is deeply beloved by all who 
have come within the sphere of her gentle influence. Mr. and Mrs. 
Belknap became the parents of three children, but only Howard M., 
the second in order of birth, is now living. 

Howard M. Belknap was seventeen years of age at the time of his 
arrival in Michigan, in 1878, and he immediately located on the present 
site of Whittemore, this place being at that time nothing more than a 
forest of natural first-growth timber. There was only one resident 
in the place at that early date, Mr. R. J. Martin, who subsequently 
became the first postmaster of Whittemore. The town, upon its in- 
corporation in 1871, was called Whittemore in honor of that sterling 
old pioneer, Judge Whittemore, who was so influential in the early pro- 
gress and development of this section. Mr. Belknap is well established 
in the real-estate business at Whittemore and he is doing much for the 
general improvement of village and farm lands in Iosco county. In 
politics he is a stalwart in the ranks of the Republican party and in 
addition to his office as county surveyor, which he has held since 1880, 
he is also trespass agent for the state land office. He is notary public 
and has held the office of deputy sheriff for the past eighteen years. He 
is decidedly one of the popular and highly respected citizens of Whitte- 
more, where he commands the high regard of his fellow citizens and 
where he holds distinctive prestige as a man of his word and as a man 
of fair and honorable business methods. He is affiliated with various 
fraternal and social organizations of representative character and he 
and his wife are zealous members of the Episcopal church, to which they 
have contributed most liberally of their means and time. 

In 1885 was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Belknap to Miss Elmira 
H. Backer, a native of Greig, New York. She was bom on the 24th of 
March, 1860, and is a daughter of Enoch and Temprance (Allen) Backer, 
both of whom are now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Belknap have three chil- 
dren, namely: Leslie H., Leon Y. and Lyle E. Leslie H. and Leon V. 
are both civil engineers by profession and they are graduates of the 
Michigan Agricultural College, at Lansing, in which excellent institu- 
tion the youngest son, Lyle E., is now a student. It is his aim, also, to 
become a civil engineer. 

Eov^msr N. Gardner, superintendent of the Buell Lumber Company, 
has resided in the city of Cheboygan since 1885, and the quarter century 
of his residence here has proved of the most gratifying character. He 
has filled several important public offices satisfactorily, among these 
being the offices of county clerk and state food inspector, and he is a 
standard bearer in both the Republican party and fraternity ranks. 
His good citizenship has ever proved of the most definite order, and 
while he has witnessed splendid development here, he has at the same 
time contributed to it. 

Mr. Gardner was bom in Cleveland, Ohio, December 8, 1854, and is 
the son of Hiram J. and Martha Jane (Ingraham) Gardner, both of 
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whom were born in the Empire state. The father died in 1904 and the 
mother in 1907. They became the parents of three children, two of whom 
are living, the subject and an elder brother, Charles O. Hiram J. Gard- 
ner was a carpenter by trade and was a man of fine intellect, with no 
small inventive ability. He was a Democrat in his political convictions. 

Edwin N. Gardner is a fine specimen of that typically American 
product, — ^the self-made man. What education it was his to attain was 
secured in Sturgis, Michigan, in whose public schools he occupied a desk 
until his twelfth year. When arrived at the age mentioned he ran away, 
landing at Howard City, Michigan, and from that time on he made his 
own living and was the architect of his own fortunes. His first occupa- 
tion was as an edgeman and w^orker in a sawmill, and he spent nine 
years in the milling business with C. C. Comstock. He came to Cheboy- 
gan as a sawyer and filer on May 11, 1885, and he wa^ elected justice 
of the peace in 1894, serving for one term, and in 1898 he w^as elected 
county clerk, serving six years. He became sergeant at arms of the state 
senate and held this office for two years and in 1904 he was appointed 
state food inspector and held the office for six years. In the business 
world he has constantly advanced and at the present time he is super- 
intendent of the Buell Lumber Company, one of the important con- 
cerns of Cheboygan and northern Michigan, his executive ability as dis- 
played in the management of its affairs having ever proved of the highest 
character. 

Mr. Gardner established a happy household when on November 20, 
1878, he was united in matrimony with Ada E. Barney, who was born 
in Kent county, Michigan, and is a daughter of Corkins and Marie 
(Seeley) Barney. Both of Mrs. Gardner's parents are now deceased. 
Mrs. Gardner was the youngest in a family of five children, of whom two 
sons and two daughters are living. Corkins Barney was one of the pioneer 
farmers of Michigan and helped to raise the first frame building in 
Grand Rapids. In the early days he carried the mail between Grand 
Rapids and Grand Haven on snow shoes. He served in a Michigan 
Regiment during the Civil war and was a participant in many skirmishes 
and battles, one of the most important being the battle of Gettysburg. 
This valiant veteran and pioneer was a stanch Republican in his polit- 
ical convictions. Mr. and Mrs. Gardner have two children: Inez F., 
wife of Guy A. Thompson, a dry goods merchant of Cheboygan; and 
Theron M., one of ** Uncle Sam's'' faithful mail carriers. 

Mr. Gardner is a popular and prominent lodge man, holding mem- 
bership in Cheboygan Lodge, No. 504, Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks; and Nekahnis Lodge, No. 58, Knights of Pythias. He is also 
affiliated with Mizpah Tent, No. 67, Knights of the Maccabees. As 
previously stated he is Republican in politics and has ever proved him- 
self ready to go anywhere, to do anything to advance the interests of 
''The Grand Old Party." 

Frederick Usewick, of Manton, Wexford county, Michigan, has for 
years been identified with the work of building good roads in this county, 
and is well known here. He was bom at Coldwater, Branch county! 
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Michigan, November 12, 1866, son of Dennis and Harriet (Sherlock) 
Usewick, both now deceased. 

Dennis Usewick, a native of Chautauqua county, New York, was 
born October 20, 1825, and died August 22, 1910. His wife, a Fenn- 
sylvanian, was born May 27, 1829, and died December 4, 1907. They 
were married at Jamestown, New York, and were the parents of eleven 
children, of whom four are now living, namely: Ellen, wife of O. D. 
Ivins; Frederick, whose name introduces this sketch; Carrie, wife of 
William Harvey, and William. The father came up into Michigan as 
early as 1847 and settled in Branch county, near Quincy, where he was 
engaged in farming until August, 1861, when he enlisted as a soldier 
in the Union army and went to the front. He was a member of Com- 
pany H, Eleventh Michigan Volunteer Regiment, and spent three years 
and two months in active service, during which time he was a partici- 
pant in numerous memorable engagements, including the battles of Stone 
Rive, Lookout Mountain, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, and the march 
with Sherman to the Sea. Having been mustered out in October, 1864, 
he returned to Branch county and at once resumed farming, which 
occupied his attention there until the fall of 1867. Then he moved to 
Wexford county. Here he settled on section 34, Hanover township, 
where he spent the rest of his days, lumbering and farming. He was 
a member of T. A. Ferguson Post, G. A. R., at Sherman. Politically 
a Democrat, he was elected to and served in various offices. 

Fred Usewick received his education in the common schools of Wex- 
ford county. At the early age of fourteen years he was employed by 
his father in the lumber woods, and later worked on the river as driver, 
following this occupation until he was thirty years of age. In 1898 he 
bought a farm in Antioch township, and settled down to farming, and in 
1907 he bought another tract, forty acres in section 2. In addition to 
carrying on general farming, Mr. Usewick has for the past six years been 
engaged in road building, and has done much toward the betterment 
of roads in Wexford county. He has served as both township and county 
highway commissioner, having been one of the first commissioners elected 
in the county. Also he was elected to the office of school inspector, 
which he filled two years. 

While his father was a Democrat, Mr. Usewick ha^ always given his 
support to the Republican party. Fraternally he is identified with Sher- 
man Lodge, No. 372, F. and A. M., at Sherman, and with Sherman Lodge 
No. 336, I. 0. O. F., of which latter he is a past Noble Grand, Also he 
belongs to Manistee Lodge, K. of P.; Antioch Grange, No. 919; and 
Bandold Arbor, No. 1274, A. O. O. G. He was the first chief of the 
last named lodge and still holds the office. 

On June 28, 1896, Mr. Usewick married Miss Laura Mix, a native 
of Wexford county, and a daughter of Martin B. and Elizabeth (Dal- 
chow) Mix, the former a native of Branch county, Michigan, and the 
latter of Germany; they are now residents of Flint, Michigan. In their 
family were nine children, Mrs. Usewick being the second born. Mr. 
Mix is by trade a stone-mason, and he is the owner of a fine farm. Polit- 
ically he is an Independent, and fraternally, an Odd Fellow and a 
Maccabee, 
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Edward Forsyth was born in Flint, Michigan, and what education 
he obtained was at her public schools, under Professor Zeloties Trues- 
dell. At the age of thirteen he was the victim of what was then called 
' ' spotted fever, ' ' and while convalescent he became obsessed of the idea 
that he wanted an amateur press, they then being very extensively ad- 
vertised, and the desire of the hearts of millions of boys all over the 
country. His father was disposed to grant his wish, **But," said he 
"you must go into a printing office for a short time and learn how to 
operate it so you can do my work, and I'll get you a nice outfit.'' So 
he was put into the office of the Flint Globe, A. L. Aldrieh's paper, and 
his father paid his wages, which he did not know for a long time after- 
ward, or he would have revolted. But every day he worked he became 
more and more fascinated, and the larger his ideas became as to what 
kind of an outfit he wanted, until they were very great. After a short 
time he went to setting type for F. H. Rankin on the Wolverine Citizen, 
and then his folks moved to Detroit, and he with them. Here he worked 
for a temperance paper owned by Rev. Russell, and, not being able to 
newspaper man, for his folks being unable to wean him from the work, 
collect pay for three months' work, left. This is how he came to be a 
sent him to Marquette, where his uncle, W. I. Beardsley, was half owner 
and business manager of the Mining Journal^ and he spent many happy 
months under that veteran on that journal. Returning to Detroit, he 
spent a year at school in Connecticut, and on his return, the family 
having moved to Bay City, he of course went there to live, and was 
employed in his father's hardware store, but not being satisfied, went 
to sticking type again under Dan P. McMuUen, foreman of the Tribune, 
and was afterward night editor and make-up foreman of the Daily 
Tribune under George K. Shaw, where he spent several years. 

He helped start and was owner of the Bay City Observer, with 
the late lamented A. McMillan, of pleasant memory, and became owner 
of the Bay City Penny Press, which he sold to Ed. Bennet, of the Bay 
City Lumberman, which in the course of time has now become the Bay 
City Times, He then went to Cheboygan and started the Democrat, 
and has ever since remained there. 

In 1880 he was married to Miss Charlotte E. Mercer, of Bay City. 
They have no living children. 

The subject of this brief sketch has always been a red-hot Democrat, 
and during Cleveland's two terms was deputy collector of customs for 
Cheboygan, thus serving seven of the eight years Cleveland held the 
office, which was the only political preferment he received, except dele- 
gate to about all the state conventions of his party held in those years. 
He is a member of the Elks, Cheboygan Lodge, 504, it being the only 
fraternity he ever joined. 

WELiiiNGTON N. PoMEROY. — ^In all the extent of Arenac county no 
man is better known than Wellington N. Pomeroy, ex-mayor of Standish, 
and dealer in wagons, buggies, farming implements and also automobiles. 
A man of fine ideals of citizenship, he is also a man of action and he 
has contributed materially to the high standing enjoyed by Standish 
among northern Michigan towns. Although one of the most loyal of 
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. national citizens, Mr. Pomeroy, by the circumstance of birth, is a Can- 
adian, New Brunswick, Canada, being the district of his nativity and the 
date of that event, May 18, 1853. His parents were William and Mary 
(Morrison) Pomeroy, the former a native of the state of Massachusetts 
and the latter born in Scotland. 

Mr. Pomeroy received his education in his native country, where he 
remained up to his nineteenth year, his removal to the United States 
occurring in 1872. He located in Tuscola county, Michigan, where he 
engaged in farming and where he remained until 1887, when he became 
attracted by the advantages of Arenac county and located in Standish, 
where he has ever since made his home. 

During his residence in this city the Hon. Mr. Pomeroy has proved 
himself worthy of the confidence of his fellow citizens and in many ways 
has received unmistakable evidence of the fact that he possesses it. It 
is safe to say that no resident of Standish has been more highly honored 
than he and he has repaid this trust by giving efSciency and faithful- 
ness to the duties of all offices he has held. In 1892 he was elected to the 
office of sheriff of Arenac county, which office he held for eight years 
or four terms. His services as mayor include the years between 1907 
and 1911, and while at the head of municipal affairs he gave to Standish 
a strict and clean administration, and brought about several much 
needed reforms. In addition to the offices above noted he has also served 
as a member of the school board, as township trustee and as township 
commissioner. 

Mayor Pom,eroy is also an important figure in the commercial world, 
conducting, as he does, a thriving business in wagons, buggies and farm- 
ing implements and also dealing in automobiles. He has been engaged 
in the former line of trade for at least fifteen years and has won a sub- 
stantial competence therefrom. He is a Democrat in politics and from 
his earliest voting days has given heart and hand to the principles and 
policies for which the party stands sponsor. He is popular and promi- 
nent in fraternal circles, his name being upon the roster of the American 
Order of Foresters and the Maccabees. He is a valued member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, in whose good works he is generous with 
his sympathy and support. 

Mr. Pomeroy took as his wife one of his native countrywomen, Miss 
Marian Clark, of New Brunswick, their union being solemnized on the 
9th day of November, 1885. Their attractive home is one of the popular 
and hospitable abodes of Standish and the presence of several young 
people give it additional life. The elder daughter, Mary, is the wife of 
Dr. A. M. Warren, of Standish; Henry, Ida, Clark and Wellington 
remain at home. 

Otto H. Gebhardt, D. Y. S., one of the most prominent and suc- 
cessful practitioners of veterinary surgery in this part of the state, has 
been an esteemed and useful citizen of Cheboygan during the last seven- 
teen yeai^s. In that period he has been energetic and zealous in the 
practice of his profession, and earnest and serviceable in the aid of all 
undertakings for the promotion of the advancement and general welfare 
of the city and county of Cheboygan in all the relations of life. 
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The Doctor is a native of Michigan and was born at Port Huron on 
April 18, 1870. His parents, John J. and Martha (Steinbrecka) Geb- 
hardt, were born in Germany, both in the year 1829, and died in Al- 
pena, Michigan, the mother in 1895 and the father in 1905. They were 
married in Detroit, this state, and had nine children, seven daughters 
and two sons, six of whom are living, the Doctor being the last born of 
the nine. They lived to rear all of their offspring that grew to maturity, 
and gave all the best educational facilities they could afford. Old age 
crowned their lives of usefulness with the reverence due to long contin- 
ued merit, and in their declining years they were comforted and re- 
warded for all their trials by the genuine regard and esteem of every- 
body who knew them. 

The father came to this country and located in Detroit, Michigan, 
when he was eighteen years of age. He had learned the trade of a 
cabinet-maker in his native land, and during the sixteen or seventeen 
years of his residence in Detroit worked at it with industry and profit. 
From Detroit he moved his family to Port Huron, and there again fol- 
lowed his craft with success, remaining about ten years. In 1873 he 
changed his residence to Alpena in this state, where he operated a plan- 
ing mill to the end of his days. He attained to prominence and influ- 
ence among the people of Alpena, serving as alderman for a number of 
years and also as city health officer. He was a member of the German 
Aid Society fraternally and a pronounced Democrat politically. He 
stood high as a business man, a city official and a citizen in public esti- 
mation, and deserved his rank. 

Otto H. Gebhardt obtained his scholastic preparation for the battle 
of life in schools in Alpena and his professional training in the Ontario 
Veterinary College in Toronto. He was graduated from this institution 
in 1894, and at once located in Cheboygan with a view to giving his 
whole attention and all his energies to the claims of his profession. But 
his general ability and aptitude for public duties attracted the atten- 
tion of the people in a short time, and they conscripted him into the 
public service, first as deputy sheriff for four years, and afterward as 
sheriff for two terms, electing him to the latter office in 1903 and again 
in 1905. 

But the claims of official service, exacting as they always were, did 
not abate his interest in his profession, and he continued to practice it 
as industriously as he could, and to keep up with its advancement in 
thought and discovery by continued intercourse with his professional 
brethren as a member of the Michigan Veterinary Medical Association, 
to which he still belongs in an active and helpful relation. He has also 
taken a warm interest and leading part in fraternal life, holding mem- 
bership in the Cheboygan Lodge of Elks, Temple Lodge of Odd Fellows, 
Mizpah Tent, Knights of the Maccabees, and Straits of Mackinac Court, 
Independent Order of Foresters. In politics he is a consistent and 
energetic working Republican. 

On October 2, 1905, Dr. Gebhardt was married to Miss Danella Nimmo, 
who was born in Dunville, province of Ontario, Canada, and is a daugh- 
ter of Robert and Phoebe J. (Robb) Nimmo, natives of Scotland, the 
former bom in the city of Glasgow and the latter on Orkney Islands, 
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Scotland. The father was an accountant in occupation and followed 
the teachings of the Republican party in political affairs. He died in 
1905. The mother is still living, as are all of the nine children born 
of their union. Of these Mrs. Gebhardt is the fifth in the order of birth. 
She and the Doctor are the parents of three children, two of whom are 
living, their son C. Keith and their daughter Helen Pauline, both yet 
of tender ;^ears, but great additions to the light and life of the parental 
homestead and its attractions for the friends of the parents, who are 
numbered by the host. 

Frank W. Gilchrist. — One of the most important of the original 
sources of material development and prosperity in the state of Mich- 
igan lay in the great pine forests of the upper part of this common- 
wealth, — timber resources that in the primitive period were unexcelled 
by any in the world. The great lumbering industry drew to itself men 
of capacity and foresight, and through its medium were gained mag- 
nificent individual fortunes. Among the representative pioneers of the 
timber and lumber industry in northern Michigan is he whose name 
initiates this review. Mr. Gilchrist has long been concerned with lum- 
bering operations of the broadest scope and importance, and his interests 
in this line of industry are still of very extensive order, both in Michigan 
and in the south. His father, the late Albert J. Gilchrist, was one of the 
earliest pioneer lumbermen of Michigan, so that the son came naturally 
into the business into which his instinct led him and in which he has 
achieved success. For more than sixty years the name of Gilchrist has 
been identified with the lumber history of Michigan, and thus special 
interest attaches to a review of the career of Frank W. Gilchrist. 

The Gilchrist family, of stanch Scotch lineage, was founded in New 
England in the colonial era of our national history and representatives 
of the same are now to be found in the most diverse sections of the 
Union. Frank W. Gilchrist claims the stanch old Granite state as the 
place of his nativity. He was born in Manchester, Hillsboro county, 
New Hampshire, on the 27th of February, 1845, and is a son of Albert 
J. and Abigail (Corliss) Gilchrist, who were likewise natives of that 
state, where the respective families were founded in the pioneer epoch 
of its history. The father was bom at Concord, New Hampshire, and 
he was eighty years of age at the time of his death, his cherished and 
devoted wife having passed away at the age of sixty years. They be- 
came the parents of two sons and two daughters, and of the two sur- 
viving the subject of this review is the elder. The younger, Albert, is 
a resident of the city of Cleveland, Ohio, and has extensive financial 
and business interests. 

Albert J. Gilchrist was numbered among the earliest of the extensive 
exponents of the lumber industry in Michigan, where his operations 
were of wide scope and importance.. He came to the state in 1849, 
after having had practical experience in lumber enterprise in New 
Hampshire, and located on the site of the present town of Marine City, 
St. Clair county. He built and operated sawmills at Sand Beach (now 
Harbor Beach), Huron county, and at Saginaw, and for many years 
he continued to be actively identified with lumbering operations. Albert 
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J. Gilchrist finally removed to Oberlin, Ohio, for the purpose of afford- 
ing his children the advantages of Oberlin College, and there he con- 
tinued to reside imtil his death, a man of sterling character and one who 
ever commanded the esteem of all who knew him. In politics he was 
originally a Whig and later a Republican and both he and his wife were 
zealous members of the Congregational church. 

Frank W. Gilchrist gained his early educational discipline in the 
common schools of Michigan, to which state his parents removed when 
he was about four years of age. After the removal of the family to 
Oberlin, Ohio, he there continued his studies in Oberlin College for 
ten years, in the meanwhile, through association with his father's in- 
terests, he had gained knowledge of the details of the lumber business, 
and at the age of twenty-two years he engaged in the retail lumber trade 
in the city of Cleveland, Ohio. In 1867 he came to Alpena, which city 
has constituted his home during the long intervening years, within which 
he has witnessed and assisted in its development from a small lumber- 
ing town to the present status as one of the thriving and attractive little 
cities of the state of Michigan. He was a most active factor in connection 
with lumbering operations in northern Michigan during the period 
when this line of industry was at its zenith in this region, and his hold- 
ings of timber lands were extensive and valuable, so that he gained a 
substantial fortune through his operations. Since the decline of the 
lumber industry in this state he has turned his attention to developments 
in the same line in the south, and he has valuable tracts of timber in 
Tennessee and Mississippi, with large sawmills at Memphis, in the former 
state, and Laurel, in the latter. His other capitalistic interests are of 
wide extent. He is still identified with the lumbering business in Mich- 
igan. He has given a ready and liberal support to measures and enter- 
prises which have conserved the material and civic progress and upbuild- 
ing of his home city and is known as one of its most loyal and public- 
spirited citizens. 

Mr. Gilchrist was a member of the directorate of the Exchange Bank 
of Alpena at the time when the same was merged into the Alpena Na- 
tional Bank, of which he was one of the organizers. The latter in- 
stitution received its charter on the 7th of December, 1882, and was 
formally incorporated on the 1st of the following month. The initial 
election held by the stockholders of the bank occurred December 9, 1882, 
at which time Mr. Gilchrist was chosen a member of its directorate. In 
1897 he succeeded George L. Maltz in the office of president of the bank, 
and he retained this position until 1904, when he resigned and was sue- 
3eded by William H. Johnson. He disposed of his stock in the First 
National Bank at this time and became one of the organizers of the 
Alpena County Savings Bank. He has since been a member of the board 
of directors of this stanch and popular financial institution. 

In politics Mr. Gilchrist accords an unwavering allegiance to the 
Republican party and he is well fortified in his opinions as to matters 
of public policy. Though never a seeker of official preferment along 
political lines, he served three terms as mayor of Alpena, — a total of 
six years, — and his administration has passed on record as one of pro- 
gressive and businesslike order. Under his regime were effected many 
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public improvements. Mr. Gilchrist is an appreciative member of the 
time-honored Masonic fraternity, in which he has attained to the thirty- 
second degree of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, and in which his 
affiliations in Alpena are as here noted: Alpena Lodge, No. 199, Free 
and Accepted Masons; Thunder Bay Chapter, No. 74, Royal Arch 
Masons ; and Alpena Commandery, No. 34, Knights Templars, of which 
last he is a charter member, as he was a member of its first class, that 
of 1887. In the city of Detroit he is affiliated with Michigan Sovereign 
Consistory, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, and with Moslem Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 

In October, 1868, Mr. Gilchrist was united in marriage to Miss Mary 
E. Rust, and the devoted companionship was terminated forty years 
later, when the gracious and loved wife and mother wa^ summoned to 
the life eternal, on December 2, 1908. She was a woman of most en- 
gaging personality and her memory is revered by all who came within 
the sphere of her gentle influence. Mrs. Gilchrist was bom at Marine 
City, Michigan, and was a daughter of Aloney Rust, who was one of the 
prominent pioneer lumbermen of the state. Mr. and Mrs. Gilchrist be- 
came the parents of three sons and one daughter, concerning whom the 
following brief record is entered in conclusion of this review. Frank 
R. is manager of his father's extensive lumbering interests at Laurel, 
Mississippi, and William holds a similar position in connection with the 
family interests centered in the city of Memphis, Tennessee ; Ralph has 
the general management of his father's lumbering operations in Alpena; 
and Grace is the wife of Henry E. Fletcher, assistant superintendent of 
the Alpena Paper Mills. 

Wn^LiAM L. McManus, Jr., mayor of the city of Petoskey, proprie- 
tor of the Cushman House and general manager of the W. L. Mc- 
Manus Lumber Company, Incorporated, is one of the foremost business 
men of northern Michigan. He and his father and other members of 
the family have been among the originators of large business enter- 
prises in this city, and their names have been closely associated with 
the growth and prosperity of Petoskey from the time it was a small 
village. The record of the family is part of the history of Petoskey 
and northern Michigan, where three generations of the name have re- 
sided and gained prominence in business and civic affairs. 

William B. McManus, the grandfather, was born in county Fer- 
managh, Ireland, and died at Traverse City, Michigan, at the age of 
sixty-six. At the age of seven he lost his parents and was bound out 
to a tailor. When thirteen years old he immigrated to Canada, com- 
ing on a sailing vessel and landing at Quebec. At Montreal he worked 
at the trade he had learned in the old country, and later engaged in the 
business for himself at Newboro and Kingston, Ontario. In 1872 he 
removed to Traverse City and was a merchant tailor there until his 
death. He was a member of the Catholic church, and in Canada be- 
longed to the Conservative party in politics, aligning himself with the 
Democrats in this country. He married Mary Myers, who was born in 
Ontario and died at the age of sixty-five. She was the mother of thir- 
teen children, nine of whom are still living. 
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The fourth child in this family was William L. McManus, Sr., who 
for many years has been one of the successful and best esteemed citi- 
zens of Petoskey. He was born in Leeds county, Ontario, April 1, 
1843, and received his early education there. In 1872 he moved to 
Traverse City, where for four years he was in the planing mill of Han- 
nah & Lay, employers for whom he has ever since had the kindliest 
regard. 

In 1876 he permanently identified himself with the growing village 
of Petoskey and laid the foundation of the business which has con- 
tributed to the prosperity of his family and the city for thirty-five 
years. The first saw mill which he operated on the banks of Bear 
creek was run by water power. The plant was from time to time greatly 
enlarged, and a new modern band saw mill was erected in 1900, which 
is one of the best lumber mills in the state. It is furnished with both 
water and steam power, with all up-to-date improvements. The com- 
pany's planing mill is located near the center of the city on the tracks 
of the G. R. & I. Railroad. The output is manufactured lumber of all 
kinds, with a specialty of polished maple flooring. In June, 1905, the 
})usiness was incorporated as the W. L. McManus Lumber Company, 
capital stock fifty thousand dollars, all of which is owned in the family. 
The officers are : William L., Sr., president and chairman of the board 
of directors; William L., Jr., secretary and general manager; and 
George B,, vice president and treasurer. 

Mr. McManus, Sr., has always taken an active part in local affairs. 
His first office in Petoskey was that of village trustee, later president of 
the village board, and he became alderman of the Fourth ward when 
the city was organized. For eight years he was president of the board 
of public works and did much to improve municipal facilities during 
that time, particularly the municipal water works. In politics he is a 
Democrat, and he is a member of the Catholic church. 

He married, in 1866, Miss Malinda M. Brassor, a native of Montreal. 
She died March 19, 1888, the mother of eight children, five of whom are 
living -.—William L., Jr., George B., Mary C, Malinda M. and Alfred 
A. His second wife, whom he married in 1889, was Miss Mary E. 
Friend, a native of Ontario. She is the mother of one child, Lila B., 
wlio is a graduate of the Mt. Pleasant state normal school. 

William L. McManus, Jr., was born at Newboro, Ontario, Septem- 
ber 16, 1868. He was reared in Traverse City and Petoskey, where he 
attended the public schools. At an early age he entered his father's 
business as assistant general manager, and has been general manager 
of the extensive plant since 1887. 

The Cushman House, which he purchased in 1909 at a cost of one 
lumdred thousand dollars and which he has added to and greatly im- 
proved, is the finest hotel in northern Michigan and has a reputation 
throughout the country. During the summer it is crowded with the 
best patronage among the thousands who come from all over the United 
States to the northern Michigan resorts. The hotel has one hundred 
and fifty rooms and has all the comforts and luxuries for which Ameri- 
can hotels are noted. Since Mr. McManus became proprietor he has 
remodeled the kitchen and dining room, and in 1910 built a modern 
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steam laundry as an adjunct to the hotel. Being himself a first-class 
mechanical engineer, he has supervised all the changes, and among other 
improvements has installed a special electric-lighting plant. During 
the season from June to October, 1911, between fifteen thousand and 
twenty thousand guests were accommodated at the Cushman House. 
The hotel is open the year around. 

During recent years Mr. McManus by his official relations has 
exerted a great influence in Petoskey's progress as a municipality. As 
a member of the board of public works he gave particular attention to 
the improvement of the city water power and electric light plants. He 
is an active member and was president in 1910-1911 of the Petoskey 
and Emmet County Improvement Association, and it was due to his 
efforts that this association published for general circulation its hand- 
some booklet descriptive of Petoskey and vicinity. On April 5, 1911, 
the citizens elected him to the office of mayor. In politics he is a 
Democrat. His fraternal relations are with Petoskey Lodge, No. 629, 
B. P. 0. E., and with Petoskey Council, No. 923, Knights of Columbus. 
He and his family are members of the Catholic church. 

Mr. McManus was married in Chicago in 1891 to Miss Katherine 
Thomas. She was a native of Minnesota. At her death in 1901 she left 
four children : William Lorenzo, who was educated at Quincy, Illinois, 
and is day clerk at the Cushman House; Alice, who graduated from 
St. Mary's at Notre Dame, Indiana, in 1912; J. Francis, who is a stu- 
dent at St. Joseph's Seminary at Grand Rapids, Michigan; and Marga- 
ret C, a student at St. Mary's, Notre Dame, Indiana. 

John L. Kieldsen, postmaster of Lucas, in addition to his other 
offices, is an instance of the way in which a foreigner can come to this 
country and by dint of perseverance and industry come to the front, 
taking precedence over many American born citizens. Missaukee county 
is bound to have the best man to fill any vacant position. If the best 
man happens to be an American citizen, well and good, but if he is 
foreign born it makes no difference to the county. If a foreigner is the 
best man, him they must have. No one will doubt that the preferences 
which have been given to John L. Kieldsen were not justified by the 
man himself. 

Born in Denmark, May 9, 1859, he is the son of Annis C. and Petrine 
(nee Leonard) Kieldsen. Annis Kieldsen was a native of Denmark, 
where he received his education and married his Danish sweetheart. He 
lived in Copenhagen, the capital, and became a very prominent man in 
the community. He was appointed to the position of sheriff of the 
county, this appointment being made for life if no complaint is made 
against the sheriff. Mr. Kieldsen continued in this office until the time 
of his death. He and his wife were both desirous of giving their chil- 
dren the best education that they could afford, for at that time the 
public school system was not perfected in Denmark and the teaching 
was very inferior. There it cost money to obtain an education and only 
the children of well to do parents as a rule received much education. 

John L. Kieldsen was sent to a private school as soon as he was old 
enough to learn, his parents feeling that they wanted him to get something 
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better than the iastruetion received at the public schools. He attended 
school until he was fifteen, his father paying three dollars a month for 
his instruction, — a very small sum to us in this country, but it involved a 
good deal of sacrifice to raise that amount in Denmark, where wages 
were low. John received a good, all-around education and then gained 
a position as clerk, but did not make much headway in. his native coun- 
try. His brother had come to America and kept writing letters urging 
John to join him. Accordingly he left home with his wife and children 
and after a stormy voyage they arrived in New York. They went at 
once to Cadillac, Michigan, where the brother was in business. John 
immediately started to work for his brother and by dint of the greatest 
economy and industry at the end of five years he had saved enough to 
buy a forty acre farm. He did not know a great deal about farming, 
but was ready to learn and he had brains, which two qualifications en- 
sured him success. He was soon able to b.uy sixty additional acres, 
adjoining his forty acres. He remained on the farm until December 6, 
1909, when he moved into Lucas to perform the duties devolving on the 
postmaster, having just been appointed to that office. He was one of the 
organizei^ and a heavy stockholder in the Lucas Farmers Creamery Com- 
pany and is at present secretary and general manager of the same. He 
is station agent at Lucas for the A. A. Railroad Company and is also 
agent for the Pacific Express Company. 

In 1879, when he was just twenty years old, John L. Kieldsen married 
Marie Gedde, a young Danish girl of Norwegian descent, her grand- 
father having been an admiral in the Norwegian service. . They lived in 
Denmark for several years after their marriage, during which time four 
children were born to them, namely: Marie Christina, who is now the 
wife of Frank Shirk, a farmer near Lucas; Petrine, the second child, 
married Elmer Greeninan, the owner of a fine farm near Cadillac, upon 
which he and his wife live; Fred O. is a student at Grand Rapids 
veterinary school, where he is taking the full three years' course, and 
the fourth child is not living. Since the family came to America four 
more children were born to them, of whom John and Chris are the eldest. 
They are living on the homestead and managing the farm. Marie has 
just finished the high school course and expected to become a teacher. 
Carl, the youngest, is living at home and attending the public schools at 
Lucas. 

Mr. Kieldsen is a member of the Maccabees and the Grangers fra- 
ternal orders. He and his family attend the Methodist Episcopal church 
in Lucas and are always glad to co-operate in any of the undertakings 
of the church. Mr. Kieldsen is very much interested in the educational 
work in Lucas; having had a large family to educate he realizes the 
needs of the young people and the requirements of the teachers. He was 
one of the organizers of the high school at Lucas and he is a director 
of the same. During the years he has been in the United States Mr. 
Kieldsen has done a great deal for the good of his adopted country, in 
addition to gaining a good living and an education for his family. He 
feels that America has done a great deal for him and he is not only 
willing but aijxious to do all that is possible towards the betterment of 
his community. 
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Thomas Harper, superintendent of the Ogemaw County Poor Farm, 
is one of the representative men of the county, and has demonstrated his 
fitness for the position he occupies by his long continuance therein, he 
having filled this place for the past fifteen years, with marked success 
and giving general satisfaction. The Ogemaw County Farm has been 
operated as such since 1883. It contains one hundred and twenty acres, 
has suitable buildings and farm equipments, and is well stocked. 

Mr. Harper and his wife are Canadians. He was born in North 
Perth county, Upper Canada, September 7, 1852, son of James and 
Maria Harper, the former a native of England and the latter of Ireland. 
Reared on his father's farm, he early became familiar with the best 
methods of farm work, and on reaching manhood he engaged in agri- 
cultural pursuits on his own account. In March, 1886, he came over 
into the United States and settled in Ogemaw county, Michigan, where 
he has since resided, and, as already stated, ha^ had charge of the county 
farm for fifteen years. He has made some valuable investments here, 
and owns a good piece of property in West Branch. 

In 1885, the year previous to his removal to Michigan, Mr. Harper 
married in Canada Miss Fannie Terry, daughter of Zacheriah and Eliza 
Terry, by whom he has had six children, one of whom, Roy, is deceased. 
Those living are Clyde, Edna, Blanch, James and Alice. Mr. Harper 
is a member of the Order of Foresters. 

William W. Payne, M. D. — In no profession is there more constant 
progress than in that of medicine and surgery, thousands of the finest 
minds the world has produced making it their one aim and ambition to 
discover more effectual methods for the alleviation of suffering; some 
more potent weapon for the conflict with disease, some clever device for 
repairing the damaged human mechanism. Ever and anon the world 
hears with mingled wonder and thanksgiving of a new conquest of dis- 
ease and disaster which a few years ago would have been placed within 
the field of the impossible. To keep in touch with these discoveries 
means constant alertness, and while there may be in many quarters 
great indolence in keeping pace with modern thought, the highest type 
of physician believes it no less than a crime not to be master of the 
latest devices of science. To this type belongs Dr. William W. Payne, 
of Sutton's Bay, Michigan. 

Dr. Payne is a native of the Buckeye state, his birth having occurred 
in Sandusky, Ohio, in 1863. His parents were Joseph and Mary Ann 
(Whittaker) Payne, the former of whom came to America with his 
parents in 1858. On the maternal side of the family he can trace his 
lineage to the House of Orange of Holland, which came to England 
with Duke William, the Silent, afterward William III, of England. 
When Dr. Payne was a little lad scarcely four years of age his father 
died and his mother removed from Sandusky, Ohio, to Port Hope, Can- 
ada, where the young son began his schooling at Trinity School. He 
was fortunate enough to secure a good general education and after 
leaving Trinity School he entered the Toronto Model Normal School 
and in course of time graduated from that well-known institution. Thus 
prepared for the pedagogical profession, he entered upon a career as a 
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school teacher which was of six years' duration. He had no desire, 
however, to make this permanent and after finishing his sixth year in 
the Canadian public schools he entered upon a university course which 
he pursued, not in an institution, but under the enlightened guidance 
of his cousin, Arch-dean Whittaker, with whom he remained until that 
gentleman's demise, which occurred in 1886. Arch-dean Whittaker was 
an ecclesiastic of the Episcopal church. 

In 1887 Dr. Payne, with whom a long-gathering desire to become an 
exponent of the medical profession had come to fruition, came to Michigan 
and entered the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, his entrance 
being made under a diploma granted from Canada. He matriculated 
directly in the medical department and remained a student at this famous 
institution of learning until 1890, when he had completed his full course 
and received his well earned degree. He then went to his native state 
and located in Cleveland, Ohio, where he resided for one year. In 1891 
he came to Sutton's Bay and purchased the office and practice of Dr. 
H. A. Sipton, and remaining here ever since that time — a period of 
twenty years, — he has firmly established himself in the affection and 
confidence of hundreds of families. He stands as one of the well-known 
and highly esteemed medical practitioners of Leelanau county and is 
also looked upon as a public-spirited and altruistic citizen. 

In 1893 Dr. Payne laid the foundation of a happy and devoted life 
companionship by his marriage to Miss Clara Wilkinson, of Cleveland, 
Ohio. She was bom in Cleveland, Ohio, and her parents were the Rev. 
James and Elizabeth (Robison) Wilkinson. They have one child, 
William Whittaker, by name, he having been bom at Sutton's Bay in 
1895. William Payne II holds the record of having been the youngest 
leader of a band in the world, playing first cornet and leading a band 
at the early age of six years. From the Grand Traverse Herald of June 
15, 1905, the following paragraph is taken: 

''The youngest cornet band in the world, organized February 4, 1904, 
and consisting of members of an average age of ten years, will come 
from Sutton's Bay and will be in the city during the state encamp- 
ment, the date being fixed for June 20, 1905. The band is led by Master 
Willie Whittaker Payne. The strains of this juvenile band will lead 
General Blackmore's staff officers on their march. On July 26, it will 
lead the march of the State Woodmen's Encampment at Traverse City. 
The band's repertory consists of one hundred and five selections and 
it is under the care of Dr. William Payne, who acts as musical as well 
as medical director, having full charge of the boys, who obey his every 
command." 

Dr. Payne is affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 
Mrs. Payne is one of the most valued members of the Rebekah Lodge. 
They are identified with the best social life of the place and their home 
is an abode of hospitality. 

Frederick R. Ming, D. Y. S.— Trying his hand at several different 
occupations during the thirty-one years of his residence in Cheboygan 
and making a good record in all ; tested by the intense fires of political 
contention, in which he both won success and suffered defeat, and was 
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not disturbed by either ; studying for mental improvement and a perma- 
nent and highly useful calling in life through long hours of the night 
after long hours of arduous labor during the day ; and at all times meet- 
ing all the obligations of upright and serviceable citizenship , Frederick 
R. Ming has a record that would be creditable to any man and worthy 
of the commendation of any people. 

Mr. Ming came into the world in Rochester, New York, on October 
12, 1865. His parents, Henry and Mary (Roenigk) Ming, were born, 
reared and married in Germany, and three of their eleven children were 
also natives of that country. Five of the eleven are living, their son 
Frederick being the tenth of them all. The parents came, with the off- 
spring they then had, to this country in 1859, making the \oyage across 
the Atlantic in a sailing vessel that consumed six weeks in the passage. 
They suffered considerable inconvenience and discomfort in their long 
confinement in close quarters and from the numerous storms and rough 
seas which their ship encountered. But hope buoyed them up and sus- 
tained them in all their trials, and the belief that they were on the way 
to a land of great promise and abundant opportunity for industry and 
thrift calmed every fear and softened every unpleasantness. 

They located at Oswego, New York, where the father practiced as a 
veterinary surgeon for a short time. He had followed this profession 
in the Prussian cavalry for a number of years, and became very pro- 
ficient in it. From Oswego the family moved to Ontario, Canada, where 
its members were pioneers in their locality. A few years afterward 
they moved to the more northern part of the Dominion, and there the 
father operated a large farm until his death, which occurred in 1877, 
when he was fifty-nine years old. His widow survived him twenty-five 
years, dying in Cheboygan in 1902, at the advanced age of seventy-six. 
The father was a man of superior intelligence and great public spirit. 
He served as a member of the school board for thirty years or longer, 
and in other ways exerted a strong influence for good in his community. 
In religious connection he was a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church and in political relations a staunch Republican during his resi- 
dence in the United States. 

Frederick R. Ming became an orphan at the age of thirteen by the 
death of his father, and was compelled soon afterward %o go to work for 
the purpose of earning his own livelihood. He had attended school in 
Oswego, New York, and in Belleville and Toronto, Ontario, but his op- 
portunities for acquiring scholastic attainments were necessarily limited, 
owing to the early age at which he was obliged to leave school. His first 
occupation after the death of his father was as a farm hand at a com- 
pensation of six dollars a month, for which he worked one whole sum- 
mer. After that he was employed in a cheese factory in Rochester, 
New York, until 1880. 

In July of that year he came to Cheboygan and secured work in 
Nelson's sawmill, where he toiled faithfully '*from early morn to dewy 
eve," then passed several hours in study and profitable reading. A little 
later he worked on the dock for one year, loading lumber, but during 
that period kept up his studies at night. At the age of nineteen he be- 
gan teaching school under a permit, and soon afterward passed an ex- 
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amination and was awarded a second grade certificate as a teacher. He 
then continued teaching four years, and while doing this studied veterin- 
ary surgery. 

When he had laid the proper foundation for the course and put by 
the money necessary to pursue it, he entered the Ontario Veterinary 
College in Toronto for thorough technical training in this profession, 
and from that institution received his degree of D. V. S. Since then he 
has been practicing veterinary surgery in Cheboygan and throughout a 
large extent of the surrounding country, with only such interruptions 
as his political career has enforced. While these have been many and 
long continued, the Doctor has never lost interest in his professional 
work, or failed to keep abreast of the progress of 4he science to which 
he is devoted. 

The first public office the Doctor was called upon to fill was that of 
foreman of a hose company, which he retained one year. He was then 
made chief of the Cheboygan fire department, and served the city well 
and wisely for three years in that capacity. Afterward he was chief 
of police for two consecutive terms, and then sheriff of the county for 
one term. He was nominated by his party for a second term, but was 
defeated by two votes in the election which followed. His party friends 
were disappointed but not disheartened by this defeat. The Doctor was 
appointed chief of police for another term, and at the end of it was 
again elected sheriff, his majority being five hundred. This paved the 
way for a second term, for which he was also triumphantly elected. In 
November, 1904, he was chosen a member of the lower house of the 
state legislature by a majority of one thousand three hundred votes, 
and in 1906 and again in 1908, was elected state senator. The office he 
now occupies is that of membei^hip on the school board, to which he 
was elected on May 1, 1911. 

In politics Dr. Ming is an ardent and consistent Republican. He 
believes firmly in the principles of his party and at all times supports 
them heartily with all his force. In 1884 he was president of the Har- 
rison-Morton Club of Cheboygan, and did most effective organizing work 
in the campaign. Fraternally he is allied with the Knights of the Mac- 
cabees, the Order of Odd Fellows and the Order of Elks, holding mem- 
bei^hip in the lodges of these organizations working in Cheboygan. In 
his lodge of Odd Fellows he has the rank of Past Noble Grand, and in 
the others he is also prominent and influential, rendering them good 
service at all times. 

His fine business capacity is employed in the management of a livery 
bam, which he owns, and the cultivation of his valuable farm of eighty 
acres. On this he has a large and very fruitful orchard and raises al- 
falfa in considerable quantities, being the first man to produce this 
valuable stock-food plant extensively in this part of the country. In 
everything he undertakes the Doctor is progressive and up-to-date, and 
in all his enterprises his intelligence and studious industry make him 
successful. 

Dr. Ming was first married on Januarj^ 18, 1888, to Miss Adeline 
Richardson, a native of Cheboygan, who died on September 28, 1902. 
She was the mother of four children, all of whom are living: Mabel, 
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who is a school teacher ; Mattie, who is the wife of Clinton R. Spies and 
lives in Detroit; and Fred and Addie, who are still at home with their 
father. His second wife was Miss Sadie Galbraith, who was born in 
Canada and a school teacher before her marriage. She had two chil- 
dren, both of whom died in infancy. The first wife's father, Thomas 
Richardson, immigrating from Scotland to Canada, and early in the 
sixties moved to Cheboygan, being a pioneer in this region. He fol- 
lowed sawmill work for a time, then became a farmer in Inverness town- 
ship, where he is now living on a fine farm which he hewed out of the 
wilderness. In politics he is a Republican and in religious creed a 
Methodist. For many years he was a valued member of the school board. 
On September 25, 1902, he and his wife celebrated the golden anni- 
versary of their wedding. 

Ephraim Shay. — Among the citizens of note at Harbor Springs, 
Michigan, Ephraim Shay holds prestige as a business man whose ag- 
gressive and straightforward methods have won him a high place in 
financial circles in northern Michigan. The firm of E. Shay & Son for- 
merly conducted the Harbor Springs Water Works, which was sold 
to the city on the 1st of June, 1911. Mr. Shay built the first logging 
locomotive to be used in northern Michigan and the same has since been 
utilized by nearly all the prominent lumber companies in the United 
States. These locomotives are built by the Lima -Locomotive- Works, 
the plant of which enterprising concern is located at Lima, Ohio. Mr. 
Shay, in addition to contributing to many matters of public progress 
and improvement, built the Harbor Springs Railroad, a logging road 
covering a stretch of thirteen miles of ground. 

A native of the fine old Buckeye state of the Union, Ephraim Shay 
was born in Sherman township, Huron county, Ohio, the date of his 
nativity being the 17th of July, 1839. He is a son of James and 
Phoebe (Tobasco) Shay, the former a native of Sussex county, New 
Jersey, and the latter a native of Schoharie county, New York. The 
father was killed by accident in 1861, while on his way to Missouri, his 
death occurring at Muir, Michigan. The mother passed to the great 
beyond at the age of sixty years. Of the twelve children born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Jaraes Shay, but two are living at the present time, — Ephraim 
the immediate subject of this review; and Arthur, who now maintains 
his home in the state of Mississippi. James Shay removed from New 
Jersey to Ohio in 1836, location having been made in Huron county, 
where he was one of the pioneer farmers and brick-makers. He served 
with all of efficiency as postmaster and justice of the peace at Sherman, 
Ohio, for over twenty years. In politics he accorded an uncompromis- 
ing allegiance to the principles and politics for which the Democratic 
party stands sponsor. 

Ephraim Shay was but a youth at the time of his father ^s death, 
and thereafter he was reared on the old Shay farm, in Sussex county, 
New Jersey, residing with his paternal grandfather, Ephraim Shay, 
during his boyhood and youth. In September, 1859, he removed to 
Belleview, Ohio, where his first actual work was that of making barrels 
for the firm of Harkness & Flagler, in whose employ he remained dur- 
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ing the summer seasons for three years. During the winters he was 
engaged in teaching school. Shortly after the inception of the Civil 
war he manifested his intrinsic loyalty to the cause of the Union by en- 
listing as a soldier in Company B, Third Michigan Volunteer Infantry, 
in which he was enrolled for three months' service. At the expiration 
of that period he went to St. Louis, Missouri, where he became a mem- 
ber of Company D, Eighth Missouri Volunteer Infantry, the first regi- 
ment of American Zouaves. He was mustered into service at St. Louis, 
on the 14th of June, 1861, becoming a member of the Fifteenth Army 
Corps, under General Sherman, in the headquarters of which officer 
Mr. Shay became a clerk. Up to the time he was taken to the hospital 
as a result of overwork, he had charge of all the clerical work for the 
medical department and later he was hospital steward of the Fifteenth 
Army Corps. At the time of his appointment as hospital steward he 
was stationed at Vicksburg and thence he was transferred to other hos- 
pitals, where he likewise served as steward. He received his honorable 
discharge and was mustered out of service at Memphis, Tennessee, on 
the 13th of June, 1864. 

After the close of his military career Mr. Shay returned to Ohio, 
where was solemnized his marriage and whence he removed to Michigan 
in the same year. After their arrival in this state Mr. and Mrs. Shay 
located on a farm in Ionia county, where they farmed for five years 
and where he eventually erected a saw mill. Later he was engaged in 
the saw mill business at Boyne City, Michigan, and still later located at 
Little Traverse, now Harbor Springs, where he has since resided. Mr. 
Shay put in the first water-works system at Harbor Springs, this hav- 
ing been in 1900. The plant was conducted as a private corporation 
until the 1st of June, 1911, when he disposed of it to the city for the 
price of twenty-five thousand dollars.. While a resident of Cadillac, 
Michigan, Mr. Shay had trouble in getting his logs to the mill and it 
was at that time that he devised his first locomotive for the logging 
business. This engine has since been used by nearly all the big lumber 
companies in the country. During the Japanese-Russian war the Jap- 
anese purchased a number of the locomotives for use in the mountains. 
These engines are turned out by the Lima Locomotive Works, at Lima, 
Ohio, where the shops of that concern cover fifteen acres of ground. 
The capacity of the plant is one locomotive per day. In 1900 Mr. Shay 
built the Harbor Springs Railroad, of thirteen miles, the same being a 
logging road. At the present time Mr. Shay devotes the major portion 
of his time and attention to the conduct of his railway and machine 
shop at Harbor Springs. 

In June, 1864, in the state of Ohio, Mr. Shay was united in mar 
riage to Miss Jane Henderson, whose birth occurred in Sherman town- 
ship, Huron county, Ohio, and who is a daughter of James and Sarah 
(Wilbur.) Henderson, both natives of the state of New York. Mr. Hen- 
derson was descended from stanch Scotch ancestry and during the 
greater part of his active career he was engaged in farming operations. 
Both he and his wife are deceased. Of the four children born to them 
three are living, in 1911, Mrs. Shay being the eldest. Mr. and Mrs. 
Shay became the parents of one son, Lette, who is now associated with 
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his father in business, the firm being that of E. Shay & Son. Lette 
Shay married Katharine Rose and they have three children, — Abbie, 
Katherine and Dorothy. 

In polities Mr. Shay is an unswerving advocate of the principles of 
the Democratic party. He was honored by his fellow citizens with elec- 
tion to the office of treasurer of Wexford county, serving in that ca- 
pacity for one term. For twelve years he was the able and popular in- 
cumbent of the office of postmaster at Cadillac, Michigan. In the time- 
honored Masonic order he is affiliated with the lodge of Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons. He is likewise connected with the local lodges of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and of the Knights of Pythias. He 
retains a deep and abiding interest in his old comrades in arms and 
signifies the same by membership in Richards Post, Grand Army of the 
Republic. Mr. Shay is a man of broad mind and generous impulses; 
he is kindly and courteous to all with whom he has come in contact, and 
in all the relations of life he is accorded the unqualified confidence and 
esteem of his fellow men. 

John N. Mack. — For over twenty years this worthy citizen of Scott- 
ville, Michigan, has been engaged in the general merchandise business 
here, and by honesty and square dealing has built up a large and 
remunerative trade. By strict attention to business and just regard for 
the needs and wishes of his patrons he has wrought out financial suc- 
cess for himself and has won a place among the leading citizens as a 
man of public spirit and enterprise. 

John N. Mack was bom in Wayne county, Pennsylvania, May 17, 
1851, and the greater part of his youth was passed in Allegan county, 
where received his education. When a very young man he pur- 
chased some land and engaged in farming and logging for some 
years. In the '80s he took up homestead land in North Dakota and 
was identified with the life of that newly opened section of the United 
States for a time. In 1885 he returned to the state with which he was 
best acquainted and his career in commerce was inaugurated in 1888, 
when he and J. S. Sterns entered into a partnership in the general mer- 
chandise business in Scottville. He likewise associated with Mr. Stems 
in farming and grain operations for a great many years or until the 
year 1905. At that time he disposed of his agricultural interests with 
the intention of concentrating his attention upon his mercantile business. 
He bought out Mr. Sterns' share in the store and in the grain trade and 
has since conducted it alone, greatly enlarging its scope and bringing 
the business to a fine state of prosperity and advancement. 

On the 1st day of September, 1886, Mr. Mack laid the foundation 
of a happy home life by his marriage with Miss Catherine Coburn, a 
native of Belleville, Canada, and the daughter of George and Anna 
Coburn. To Mr. and Mrs. Mack has been born one son, George M., who 
is now associated with his father in the general merchandise business. 

The interests of Mr. Mack are by no means bounded by the limits of 
his own business, and among those other affairs which claim his atten- 
tion are certain banking interests, he being a stockholder in both the 
Scottville Bank and the First National Bank, of Ludington. His inter- 
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est in politics is that of the intelligent voter who keeps in touch with 
the issues of the day and considers the solution of such problems as 
afiEect the general welfare, and since his earliest voting days he has 
given his allegiance to the Republican party. He belongs to the Modern 
Woodmen. 

James Haynes. — Emanating from the deep and benignant sources 
of a strong and earnest character, the influence exerted by the late 
James Haynes, of Cadillac, Wexford county, was of potent and benefi- 
cent order, both along lines of productive industrial enterprise and 
civic advancement. He established his permanent residence in Cadillac, 
which was then known as Clam Lake, nearly forty years ago and he 
was long and prominently identified with lumbering interests in this 
section of the state, where his honorable business methods and sterling 
integrity gained to him the unqualified confidence and respect of all 
with whom he came in contact in the various relations of life. He came 
to Michigan in the year in which it was admitted to the Union and thus 
the name ha^ been identified with the annals of this commonwealth since 
the early pioneer epoch. 

James Haynes was bom in Gorham, Ontario county, New York, 
on the 17th of February, 1825, and his death occurred at Eureka Springs, 
Arkansas, on the 2d of February, 1886. His father, Joseph Haynes, 
was likewise a native of the old Empire state and was a scion of the 
staunch old Holland Dutch stock that had so much to do with the early 
development of New York and New Jersey. In 1837 Joseph Haynes 
removed with his family to the new state of Michigan and established 
his home in Yan Buren county, where he passed the residue of his 
life, one of the honored pioneers of that section of the state. James 
Haynes was reared to maturity in Van Buren county and was about 
twelve years of age at the time of the family removal from New York 
state to Michigan. He received a eommon-schooPs education and in 
his early youth was associated with his father in the operation of the 
pioneer farm. He finally engaged in the produce business in the village 
of Lawrence, Van Buren county, where he remained until 1863, when 
he removed to Decatur, in the same county, where' he continued in the 
same line of enterprise for the ensuing nine years, at the expiration of 
which, in 1872, he removed to Clam Lake, now the city of Cadillac, Wex- 
ford county, where he passed the residue of his life and where he became 
a citizen of marked prominence and influence. His family joined him 
in the new home in 1873. While still a resident of Van Buren county 
he had become more or less active in the lumber business, and after 
coming to Cadillac he became prominently concerned with this line of 
enterprise, with which he continued to be identified until his death. 
Soon after his arrival in Wexford county he erected a planing mill at 
Cadillac, and the same became known as the Clam Lake Planing Mill, 
as it was virtually the first to be constructed here. This mill was de- 
stroyed by fire in 1877 but a new one was built in the same year. In 
1881 he erected a second mill, and the aggregate capacity of the two 
plants was an output of two hundred thousand feet a day. On January 
2, 1882, Mr. Haynes' three sons, Norman D., Charles E. and Elbert J., 
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became associated with him in the business, and at this time the firm 
name of James Haynes & Sons was adopted, each of the sons having 
previously been given an interest in the enterprise, which had grown 
to be one of wide scope and importance. The firm name noted was 
retained for several years after the death of the father, and upon a 
reorganization in 1892 the title of Haynes Brothers was adopted, with 
Charles E. and Elbert J. Haynes as the interested principals. On other 
pages of this volume individual mention is made of each of these sons, 
and the eldest son, Norman D., is now a resident of the state of Wash- 
ington. The only daughter, Ada, is the wife of Lewis De Champlain, 
of Bellingham, Washington. 

James Haynes was a citizen who ever manifesed distinctive loyalty 
and public spirit, and during practically the entire period of his resi- 
dence in Cadillac he was one of the leaders in the local councils and work 
of the Democratic party, of whose principles and policies he was an 
effective advocate. He served one term as justice of the peace, was city 
treasurer for one year, and for three years he was. treasurer of the 
county, of whose fiscal affairs he gave a most able and conservative ad- 
ministration. He was incumbent of this office at the time of his death 
and was succeeded in the same by his youngest son, Elbert J., who had 

_ been his deputy and who was appointed to fill out the unexpired term. 

" At the time when his long, useful and honorable life came to its close 
he was also serving as mayor of Cadillac, and his tenure of these va- 
rious positions of trust gave ample evidence of the confidence reposed 
in him by the people of the community. He was a man of strong in- 
tellectuality and broad mental ken, was endowed with marked business 
sagacity, and he exemplified in all the relations of life the highest prin- 
ciples of integrity and honor. He was for many years affiliated with 
the Masonic fraternity, in which his maximum affiliation was with Pen- 
insula Commandery, Knights Templars, in the city of Kalamazoo. He 
became a member of this organization while a resident of Van Buren 
county. 

In Van Buren county, Michigan, in the year 1851, was solemnized the 
marriage of Mr. Haynes to Miss Mary M, Bierce, who was born in the 
state of New York and who was a daughter of Norman Bierce. Her 
father was a native of Connecticut and a member of a family that was 
founded in New England in the colonial days. He was there reared 
and educated and when a young man he removed to New York state, 
where he continued to reside until 1837, when he removed with his family 
to Michigan and settled in Van Buren county. He joined his daughter, 
Mrs. Haynes, in Cadillac, when venerable in years and here he died in 
1885, at the patriarchal age of ninety-three years. He was the father 
of one son and three daughters. Mrs. Haynes was summoned to eternal 
rest in 1880, at the age of fifty-one years, and concerning the four 
children due mention has already been made in this context. 

The name of James Haynes merits an enduring place on the roster 
of the sterling men who aided in the development and progress of Wex- 
ford county and the upbuilding of the city of Cadillac, and it is pleas- 
ing to record that here his sons are well upholding the prestige of the 
name. 
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Elbert J. Haynes. — Worthy of recognition in this publication as 
one of the vigorous and representative business men of northern Mich- 
igan, Mr. Haynes has been prominently identified with industrial and 
civic interests in the city of Cadillac and in Wexford county, of which 
it is the judicial center. He is a member of one of the well known and 
highly honored families of this county and concerning the same more 
specific mention is made in the memoir dedicated to his father, the 
late James Haynes, on preceding pages of this work. Mr. Haynes is 
president of the People's Savings Bank of Cadillac and is secretary of 
the Haynes Brothers' Companj^, engaged in the lumber business and 
also operates a well equipped planing mill. 

Elbert J. Haynes finds a due measure of satisfaction in designating 
the fine old Wolverine state as the place of his nativity. He was born 
in the village of Lawrence, Van Buren county, Michigan, on the 22d 
of November, 1859, and is the third in order of birth of the four chil- 
dren of James and Mary M. (Bierce) Haynes. The Haynes family was 
founded in Van Buren county, Michigan, in 1837, the year which marked 
the admission of the state to the Union. The subject of this review was 
four years of age at the time of the family removal from Lawrence to 
Decatur, Van Buren county, and in the latter town he gained his early 
educational training in the public schools. In July, 1873, the family 
home was established in Cadillac, and in 1882 Mr. Haynes here became 
associated with his father and brothers in the lumber and milling busi- 
ness under the firm name of James Haynes & Sons, which was retained 
for several years after the death of the honored father. In 1892 the 
business was reorganized under the title of Haynes Brothers, and the 
interested principals were Charles E. and Elbert J. Haynes. The enter- 
prise thus conducted constitutes one of the important industries of 
Cadillac, where the family name has been identified with the lumbering 
business for nearly forty years. On December 28, 1908, the concern 
incorporated as the Haynes Brothers' Company. Mr. Haynes has thor- 
oughly exemplified the progressive spirit through which has been com- 
passed the upbuilding of this section of the state and is essentially loyal 
and public-spirited as a citizen and as a man of affairs. He was one 
of the organizers of the People 's Savings Bank of Cadillac, in 1902, and 
became a member of its first board of directors, an office which he still 
retains, while he has also served as president of the institution. When 
his father was elected treasurer of Wexford county Mr. Haynes became 
his deputy, and after the death of his father he was appointed treasurer 
to serve out the unexpired term of the former. The principles and 
policies of an independent voter have his support. 

On the 26th of March, 1885, Mr. Haynes was united in marriage to 
Miss Louie Taplin, who was bom in the state of New York and reared 
in Kent county, Michigan, where her parents took up their residence 
when she was a child. Mr, and Mrs. Haynes became the parents of three 
children, Nellie, Charles James and Merritt Mearue. The two sons 
remain at the parental home and the only daughter died in infancy. 

Charles E. Haynes. — A representative of a family whose name has 
been notably prominent in connection with business and civic affairs in 
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Wexford county for nearly two score years, Mr. Haynes is recognized 
as one of the alert and progressive business men and loyal citizens of 
Cadillac, which has been the scene of his activities along normal lines 
of enterprise from the time of initiating his business career to the pres- 
ent. By reason of the fact that on preceding pages of this publica- 
tion is entered an epitome of the career of his honored father, the late 
James Haynes, it is not necessary to repeat the data in the present con- 
nection, as ready reference may be made to the article mentioned. Mr. 
Haynes is president of the Haynes Brothers' Company, proprietors of 
the Cadillac Planing Mill and dealers in lumber, lath, shingles, mouldings 
and other building materials. Concerning the inception and upbuilding 
of this enterprise more detailed mention is made in the previously 
mentioned sketch of the life of James Haynes, as well as in that dedi- 
cated to Elbert J. Haynes, junior member of the firm of Haynes Brothers. 

Charles E. Haynes was born in the village of Lawrence, Van Buren 
county, Michigan, on the 22d of February, 1855, and is the second in 
order of birth of the four children of James and Mary M. (Bierce) 
Haynes. He gained his early educational discipline in the public schools 
of his native county, — principally in the village of Decatur, to which 
the family removed in 1863. He was about eighteen years of age at the 
time of his parents' removal to Cadillac, and here he initiated his ex- 
perience in connection with the practical affairs of life by becoming 
associated with the operation of his father's planing mill and also with 
the latter 's lumber interests. He and his two brothers were finally 
given an interest in the business, which was thereafter conducted under 
the firm name of James Haynes & Sons until 1892, when, a few years 
after the death of the father, the title of Haynes Brothers was assumed, 
and thus continued, until January 1, 1908, when the present company 
was incorporated. The eldest of the three brothers, Norman D., is now 
a resident of Sisson, California, and the substantial business is being 
successfully carried forward by Charles E. and Elbert J. Haynes, who 
now constitute the firm. A large and modern planing mill is operated 
by the firm and it also controls a large retail trade in the handling of 
lumber and builder's specialties of all kinds. The enterprise contributes 
materially to the industrial and commercial stability of Cadillac and the 
two brothers are numbered among the leading business men of this 
thriving little city, in whose welfare they maintain the most lively and 
helpful interest. 

In the meanwhile, however, Charles E. Haynes had temporarily sev- 
ered his connection with the business founded by his father and had 
proved successful in independent lumbering operations. In 1883 he 
sold his interest in the firm of James Haynes & Sons and removed to 
Jennings, Missaukee county, where he built a planing mill and engaged 
in the manufacturing of lumber, under the firm name of C. E. Haynes 
& Company. In 1888 he sold his interest in this business and purchased 
a sawmill located a few miles west of Hobart, Wexford county. He later 
sold this property and he passed a considerable portion of the year 
1890 in Montana and Washington, for the purpose of investigating lum- 
bering conditions and opportunities in that section of the Union. He 
then returned to Cadillac and engaged in the buying and selling of 
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lumber on his own responsibility, and in 1892 he became the senior mem- 
ber of the firm of Haynes Brothers, as has already been noted in this 
article. His brother Elbert J., the junior member of the firm, has the 
active management of the business, and, in exposition of the progressive 
spirit of the day, Charles E. gives his attention principally to the ex- 
ploitation of the automobile business, in which connection he has become 
one of the leading dealers in this section of the state. He had the dis- 
tinction of bringing the first automobile into Wexford county, in 1902, 
and since engaging in the business he has sold many machines to resi- 
dents of this and surrounding counties. He is an enthusiast in regard 
to the motor vehicles and has been most active and influential in the 
promotion of the building of good roads, — a public impro\ement of much 
importance and of inestimable value to all classes of citizens. In 1908 
he was elected road commissioner of Wexford county, for a term of six 
years, and he has been indefatigable and insistent in his labors to secure 
the proper improvement of the roads in his county. The results are 
patent to all and stand in evidence of his executive ability and pro- 
gressive ideas. He has served for five years on the board of police 
and fire commissioners of Cadillac and gives his aid and influence in 
support of all measures tending to advance the best interests of his 
home city and county, along social, moral educational and material 
lines. Like his father and brothers, he has pinned his faith to the prin- 
ciples and policies for which the Democratic party stands sponsor, and 
he gives a loyal support to its cause. In a fraternal way he is affiliated 
with the Cadillac lodge of the Knights of Pythias. 

On the 26th of June, 1879, Mr. Haynes led to the hymeneal altar 
Miss Ellen 0, Stevens, who was bom in Parishville, New York, and who 
is a daughter of Augustus H. and Mary (Cady) Stevens, of Cadillac. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hajnies have no children. 

John Ott. — A popular and representative citizen of Suttons Bay, 
Leelanau county, Michigan, is Mr. John Ott, who here conducts a fur- 
niture and undertaking establishment, which was the first of its kind 
to open business in this place. Mr. Ott was born at Sandusky, Ohio, 
on the 28th of June, 1874. His mother, Philomena Jelsch, came to 
Michigan with her respective parents in 1866, location being made at 
Detroit. In 1871 they removed to Suttons Bay, where Mr. Jelsch 
erected and opened the first hotel to do business in this section. John 
Ott, of Sandusky, Ohio, and Philomena Jelsch were married in 1873 
and immediately after their wedding was solemnized they returned to 
Ohio, where they continued to reside until 1878, in which year they 
returned to Suttons Bay. The father was an engineer by vocation and 
for a time he was engineer for the firm of Fox & Carr, at Suttons Bay. 
Thereafter he was employed by Greilich Brothers, continuing to be 
identified with that concern until a few years before his death in 
November, 1903. 

To the public schools of Suttons Bay John Ott, the immediate sub- 
ject of this review, is indebted for his educational training, he having 
been but four years of age at the time of his parents' removal to this 
village. When sixteen years of age he began to work with his father 
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as assistant engineer and after he had thoroughly familiarized himself 
with the ins and outs of that profession he held a position as engineer 
at the same mill for about two years. He then went into the hotel 
business and was thus engaged for the ensuing three years, at the ex- 
piration of which he became interested in his present business that of 
undertaker and furniture dealer. This concern was established in 
Suttons Bay in April, 1899, by John Ott and Nye Jordan, the latter 
gentleman being identified therewith for six months only. Prior to 
1899 all undertaking was secured from Traverse City. In September, 
1908, Mr. Ott with a very high standing passed the examination held 
before the state board. He is most enterprising as a business man and 
in his civic life has been most patriotic and public-spirited, according 
a loyal support to the cause of the Republican party. For twenty-one 
years he was incumbent of the office of township and village treasurer 
and for ten years he has been a member of the school board. Frater- 
nally he is affiliated with the Modern Woodmen of America, the Mod- 
ern Brotherhood, and the Knights of Columbus. He and his wife are 
devout communicants of the Catholic church and they are most loyal 
contributors to all charitable and benevolent associations. 

In the year 1896 was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Ott to Miss 
Ellen Deuster, of Suttons Bay. She was a daughter of John and 
Helena (Kline) Deuster, both of whom were born and reared in Wis- 
consin, whence they came to Michigan about the year 1871. Mr. John 
Deuster entered a tract of one hundred and sixty acres of government 
land, which he cleared and cultivated, and later he conducted a general 
store at Suttons Bay. Mrs. Ott was summoned to the life eternal in 
February, 1898, and she is survived by one child, Albert John, who 
was born on the 12th of February, 1898. On the 29th of April, 1901, 
Mr. Ott wedded Miss Amalia Keller, of Leland, Michigan. Her birth 
occurred at Leland, her parents being Mathias and Catherine (Edgier) 
Keller. To this union have been born three children, namely, — Ella, 
born in January, 1902 ; Willard M., born in February, 1905 ; and Beat- 
rice, born December 4, 1910. The last-mentioned child died on the 
25th of December, 1910. 

Charles R. Jackson. — An able and successful journalist, C. R. 
Jackson, proprietor and editor of the Iosco County Gazette, is well and 
favorably known throughout this part of the state, and as a man of 
sterling integrity and character is highly esteemed. A native son of 
Michigan, he was born in 1853, in Corunna, Shiawassee county, where 
his earlier life was passed. 

His father, Andrew Jackson, who was of Revolutionary descent and 
a second cousin to President Andrew Jackson, was born and reared in 
Ohio. Coming to Michigan in 1833 or 1834, he located in Shiwassee 
county as a pioneer. A man of patriotic zeal, he enlisted during the 
Civil war in the Ninth Michigan Volunteer Infantry, and died while in 
his country's service. To him and his wife, whose maiden name was 
Wealtha M. Rowe, six children were born, four of whom grew to years 
of maturity, as follows: Mrs. Julia Sargent; Andrew: Adella R.. a 
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member of the faculty of the State Normal College at Ypsilanti, Mich- 
igan; and Charles R., the special subject of this sketch. 

Left fatherless when a small boy, C. R. Jackson's opportunities for 
acquiring an education when young were exceedingly limited. He was 
naturally studious, however, a keen observer of men and events, and 
having a retentive memory he gained while yet young a good fund of 
general information, in course of time acquiring a good education. Be- 
ginning as a boy to learn type-setting, he was employed for nine and a 
half years in a printing office at Corunna, after which he was for two 
years assistant foreman on the Chenango Telegraph, in Norwich, 
New York, in that capacity gaining a varied and valuable experience 
that went far toward the paving the pathway to his future success as 
a journalist. 

Embarking in the newspaper business on his account in 1881, Mr. 
Jackson assumed the control of the Iosco County Gazette, which was 
founded in 1868 by James 0. Whittemore, being started on a small 
scale, with a meagre circulation. Its next proprietor, Charles S. Hil- 
bourn, was succeeded in turn by H. E. Hoard. Under the management 
of those two gentlemen the paper gained in strength and circulation 
each year, but not until taken in hand by Mr, Jackson did it become 
an established and influential factor in the progress and welfare of 
Tosco county. It was at first published in Tawas City, but Mr. Jackson 
moved it to East Tawas, where he has since continued its issue. It is a 
bright, clean and spicy journal, well worthy of a more extended patron- 
age than it now has, and is a credit to the city and county and reflects 
honor on the literary and executive ability of its editor. Mr. Jackson's 
printing establishment is well equipped for every kind of job printing, 
at which he is an adept, his work being artistic and effective. In 1890 
he began dealing in real estate, and in addition to editing and pub- 
lishing his newspaper is now carrying on a substantial real estate busi- 
ness, his transactions being of considerable importance. A resident 
of Iosco county since 1877, he has been quite active in public life, tak- 
ing an intelligent interest in everything connected with the administra- 
tion of affairs. In 1900, and again in 1910, he had charge of the U. S. 
census of the Tenth Congressional District of Michigan, having under 
his supervision one hundred and eighty enumerators, beside special 
agents. He is now serving as a member of the East Tawas Board of 
Education and is also city assessor. He is a valued member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, of which he is an officer, and for a num- 
ber of years was superintendent of its Sunday-school. 

Mr. Jackson married, in 1877, Mary E. Fisher, of near Rochester, 
New York, a daughter of Jacob Fisher, and into their happy household 
seven children have made their advent, namely : Evelyn L. ; Arthur G. 
(who was for some time a page in the State Senate) ; Charles R and 
Chester A., twins; Nellie M. ; L. Kate; and Hazel A. 

Joseph C. Bontecou. — Strength, rectitude and inviolable devotion 
to principle indicated Captain Joseph C. Bontecou as a man, and fur- 
ther than this he brought to bear his splendid powers and sublimated 
integrity in the furtherance of all that stands for the higher ideals of 
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life. In its loyalty, its beneficence, its altruism and its kindliness, he 
made his life count for good in all its relations, and no citizen' of Pe- 
toskey, where he maintained his home for nearly a quarter of a cen- 
tury, had more secure vantage ground in popular confidence and es- 
teem. He well exemplified the best that life demands, — **The will to 
bear a burden cheerfully; a sure belief that truth ne'er works amiss; 
a heart of love that hears a hurt soul's plea." As editor and pub- 
lisher of the Petoskey Record, Captain Bontecou gained distinctive in- 
fluence and high repute, and incidentally he gave benignant assistance 
in furthering the civic and material progress and prosperity of his 
home city and county. It was his to render the valiant service of da 
loyal soldier of the republic during the climacteric period of the Civil 
war, and in the ** piping times of peace'' his loyalty was ever of the 
same insistent order. His character and his works assuredly demand 
recognition and tribute in this history of Northern Michigan and its 
people. 

Captain Joseph C. Bontecou, for more than a score of years editor 
and publisher of the Petoskey Record, was born at Bristol, the judicial 
center of Bristol county, Rhode Island, on the 5th of November, 1838, 
and his death occurred at his home in the city of Petoskey, Michigan, 
on the 25th of March, 1904. He was a son of Rev. James Clark Bon- 
tecou and Abby (Connable) Bontecou, and at the time of his birth 
his father was a representative member of the New England conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal church, from which he was transferred to 
the conference of Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1839. He thus became one of the 
pioneer clergymen of his church in the old Buckeye state, where he 
continued to labor with all of consecrated zeal and devotion until his 
death and where his cherished and noble wife also passed the closing 
years of her life. 

Fortified by the noblest of precepts and examples in the gracious 
precincts of a modest but cultured home and afforded the advantages 
of the common schools of southern Ohio, where his boyhood and youth 
were passed, Captain Bontecou early developed those sterling charac- 
teristics that made him a pillar of strength and a power for good dur- 
ing the long years of an earnest and prolific life. It was but natural 
that of a youth of this type should be expected a prompt response 
to the call of higher duty, and when the dark cloud of civil war cast 
its gruesome pall over the national horizon he was among those who 
made instant and definite protest against the armed rebellion by re- 
sponding to President Lincoln's first call for volunteers. At the in- 
ception of the war he wa« a student in the Ohio Wesleyan University, 
at Delaware, but he promptly subordinated all other considerations to 
tender his aid in defense of the Union. He enlisted in the Second 
Kentucky Infantry, which, being disowned by the state on the grounds 
of the neutrality of that commonwealth, was accepted by the govern- 
ment for the three years' service. The command was sent to West 
Virginia in June, 1861, and with the same Captain Bontecou partici- 
pated in numerous engagements. While with his regiment in Tennes- 
see he was captured by the enemy, and thereafter he was held as a 
prisoner of war for some time, — at Macon, Georgia, Salisbury, North 
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Carolina, and in the notorious Libby prison, at Richmond, Virginia. 
After his exchange was effected he resigned his commission of captain 
in the Second Kentucky Regiment and returned home to recuperate his 
wasted energies. Very soon afterward, however, he re-enlisted, in the 
Tenth Ohio Independent Battery, with which he served until the close 
of the war, — the history of this gallant command virtually constituting 
the record of his splendid service therewith. He was mustered out in 
August, 1865, and duly received his honorable discharge. Concerning 
the associations of later years as touching his army life the following 
pertinent statements were made in a memoir published in the paper 
of which he was so long editor and publisher, the Petoskey Record, but 
slight changes being made in the phraseology: ^^ During all the later 
years of his life the veterans of the Civil war were ever very near his 
heart, and while he had many friends among those who fought on the 
other side he was from first to last a loyal Grand Army man. He served 
the Department of Michigan, Grand Army of the Republic, in various 
capacities, and when the state encampment was held in Petoskey he 
was elected senior vice-commander/' 

After the close of the war Captain Bontecou maintained his home 
in Ohio for a short time, later coming to southern Michigan and de- 
voting his attention principally to clerical work and lecturing until 
1883, when he came to Petoskey and effected the purchase of the Petos- 
key Record, which under his regime became one of the leading weekly 
papers in northern Michigan, — a staunch supporter of the cause of the 
Republican party and an effective exponent of local interests. He not 
only made the paper one of the strongest in the state but also took a 
most vital interest in the material advancement and moral welfare of 
his home city. At the time of his death one of Petoskey 's representative 
citizens spoke of him as follows: ^* Petoskey has lost her most fearless 
champion for right and honest government.'' For a number of years 
prior to his demise the health of Captain Bontecou was much impaired, 
but, as has well been said, '*his splendid constitution, indomitable will 
and brave heart always carried him through.'' He bore his suffer- 
ings with characteristic fortitude and gentleness, and when he was 
summoned to eternal rest, on Friday morning, March 25, 1904, an 
entire community mourned. ^'He was a courageous man, — one who 
spoke the right as God gave him to see the right," and in his entire 
life he well exemplified the truth of the statement that ^'The bravest 
are the tenderest ; the loving are the daring. ' ' He was survived by his 
wife and one daughter, and his sister, the only other representative of 
his immediate family, died at Xenia, Ohio, in 1910. His was the faith 
that makes faithful in all things, and no shadow rests on any portion 
of his life record. He was generous, tolerant and sympathetic, was 
mindful of those who *'sit in darkness" and was ever ready to give 
succor to those '* afflicted or distressed, in mind, body or estate." His 
religious faith was that of the Methodist Episcopal church, in which 
he was reared, and none had deeper reverence for the spiritual verities. 
The devoted companion who had been his helpmeet during the long 
years of a happy married life of ideal relations was summoned to the 
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life eternal on the 4th of June, 1906, so that ^'in death they were not 
long divided.'' 

On the 1st of June, 1870, at Macon, Michigan, was solemnized the 
marriage of Captain Bontecou to Miss Maria P. Oven, who was born 
at Shobdon, Herefordshire, England, on the 12th of February, 1844, 
and who was a daughter of John Oven and Margarett (Eckley) Oven. 
They became the parents of one daughter, Miss Margaret C. Bontecou, 
who still maintains her home in Petoskey and who gives a personal 
supervision to the paper of which her father was the editor and 
publisher. 

In conclusion of this brief memoir is given reproduction of the reso- 
lutions passed by the Republican city convention of Petoskey shortly 
after the death of Captain Bontecou: 

Whereas, By the death of Captain Joseph C. Bontecou, which oc- 
curred on Friday, March 25, 1904, Petoskey loses one of its foremost 
citizens, who for nearly a quarter of a century has resided in this city, 
enjoying a large acquaintance not only here and in the surrounding 
country but also throughout the state; and 

Whereas, He was a man of high and noble ideals; who loved truth 
and honesty; who hated shame and detested hypocrisy.; whose life was 
marked with integrity and frugality; who loved his home and country 
and his country 's flag, fighting upon the field of battle in their defense ; 
whose elequent words and fearless pen were ever used in upholding the 
right and condemning the wrong; whose valiant and courageous up- 
holding of the principles of the Republican party was a tower of 
strength in the city and state ; whose noble nature is most fittingly por- 
trayed in the tribute of Sir Walter Scott to Fox: 

''For talents mourn, untimely lost, 
When best employed and wanted most; 
Mourn genius high, and lore profound, 
And wit that loved to play, not wound ; 
And all the reasoning powers divine 
To penetrate, resolve, combine; 
And feelings keen, and fancy's glow, — 
They sleep with him who sleeps below.'' 

Therefore, be it resolved. That we lament his death, and that we 
extend to his bereaved family our most heartfelt sympathy and 
condolence. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be presented to the fam- 
ily, and like copies be given to the Petoskey papers for publication. 

George Annand. — ^Both to originate and to create is to succeed in 
the highest sense of the word. Some men in this world do one, some the 
other ; it is rare that a personality is strong enough to do both. George 
Annand, Of Cheboygan, is in the rare class, for he has originated nu- 
merous large and practical enterprises, which have done much to foster 
the general growth of his community, and at the same time he has 
created and established forces through his energy, ability and broad 
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foresight from which have emanated great material benefits and up- 
lifting influences. 

It is evident that to both originate and to perform, on high plane 
of thought and action, requires a stanehness of character which is 
seldom a matter of chance, but usually is born of good racial blood. 
In this regard, also, Mr. Annand is fortunate, his Scotch-Irish ancestry 
endowing him with both a definite sense of moral direction and an activ- 
ity and elasticity of temperament which carry him either through or 
over the obstacles before him. He was born in Peel county, province 
of Ontario, Canada, on the 28th of October, 1862, and is the son of 
Henry and Mary (Elliott) Annand. His father was a native of Scot- 
land, born in 1820, who died in 1905, and his mother, who was of Irish 
birth, died in 1893, at the age of seventy-five. They were married after 
they had become residents of the Dominion, and of the six children 
born to them five are living. It w^as as a young man that the father 
located at Wellington, Ontario, in 1864, to ply his trade, that of a shoe- 
maker. Ten years after, when George was twelve years of age, the 
family moved to Barrie, Simcoe county, where both parents spent their 
last days. 

It was at this place and at this period of his life that George Annand 
laid the groundwork of his practical success in the world by commencing 
the mastery of the carpenter's trade, and in 1879, when in his eight- 
eenth year and well along on the road to sturdy manhood, became a 
resident of Bay City, Michigan. There he engaged in an ever expand- 
ing business as a carpenter and a builder until 1895, when he located 
at Cheboygan and organized the Cheboygan Manufacturing Company, 
which he has developed into one of the leading plants of its kinds in 
northern Michigan. Within the scope of its activities the company 
includes not only the manufacture of sash, doors, blinds, flooring, ceil- 
ing, and moulding but dealings in coal and wood. Mr. Annand 's 
thorough knowledge of everything relating to building transactions 
makes it possible for him to cooperate with structural contractors in 
such a practical way as to greatly further their work both from the 
standpoint of economy and time. 

Among the numerous structures which his company has built may 
be mentioned the new Cheboygan county court house, the Ottawa Hotel, 
for Dr. A. M. Gerow; the Colonial Hotel at Burt Lake; the Catholic 
church at St. Ignace, Michigan; the new City Hall at Cheboygan (re- 
built) ; and many beautiful cottages and homes at Bay City, Cheboygan 
and other places in northern Michigan. 

Mr. Annand 's practical abilities and his qualities of absolute honor, 
as well as breadth of outlook, have brought to him public honors which 
have been recognized as simply his due. For twelve years he served as 
city water commissioner, during which period the municipal system 
was maintained at a high standard of efficiency and materially ex- 
tended, and as a member of the Cheboygan Board of Education he 
manifested the characteristics, forethought, honesty and ability which 
have always marked his handling of public affairs, as well as private in- 
terests. He has also been a director in the Cheboygan County Savings 
Bank since its organization. 
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In fraternal matters Mr. Annand is a familiar and honored leader. 
He is past master of Bay City Lodge No. 129, through which he joined 
the order, and past high priest of Blanchard Chapter, No. 59, R. A. M., 
also of Bay City, Michigan, He demitted from these bodies to identify 
himself with Cheboygan Lodge, No. 283, and Cheboygan Chapter, No. 
109, of which he is now high priest. Besides having passed through 
these chairs he is connected with Cheboygan Commandery, No. 50, 
K. T., of which he is a charter membel:'. While a resident of Bay City 
he belonged to Council No. 53 and Commandery No. 26, and first be- 
came a member of the Michigan Sovereign Consistory at Detroit, in the 
pioneer class of 1887, which will celebrate its silver anniversary in 
1912. Made an Elk in Bay City Lodge, No. 88, Mr. Annand demitted 
and became a charter member of Cheboygan Lodge, No. 504, B. P. 0. E. 

On August 4, 1903, George Annand was united in marriage with 
Miss Susan 0. Davis, an Indiana woman who has borne him one son, 
John D., and has been to him a good wife and performed her full part 
in giving him the social standing which he enjoys in his home com- 
munity. 

Donald D. Pattie is a leading and influential citizen at Roscom- 
mon, Michigan, where his activity in business affairs, his co-operation 
in public interests and his zealous support of all objects and matters 
projected for the good of the community keeps him in the foremost 
rank of those to whom the village owes its recent progress and de- 
velopment. His life thus far has been characterized by upright, honor- 
able principles and as the leading druggist in the county he holds dis- 
tinctive prestige as a business man of worth and ability. At the pres- 
ent time, 1911, he is giving efficient service in the offices of president of 
the village and as justice of the peace. 

Mr. Pattie is a native son of Michigan, his birth having occurred in 
Sanilac county on the 10th of May, 1874. He is a son of James and 
Helen (McLeish) Pattie, both of whom were born and reared in Scot- 
land, whence they immigrated to the United States about the year 1847. 
Location was made in Michigan in 1868, the father being a mechanic 
by occupation. James Pattie died in 1874, at Marlette, Michigan, and 
Ellen (McLeish) Pattie, his wife, died in that city in 1889. To Mr. and 
Mrs. James Pattie were born eight children, all of whom grew to matur- 
ity : Elizabeth, James, John, Ellen, William, Rachel, Archie and Don- 
ald D. Rachel died in 1900. After completing the curriculum of the 
public schools of his native place, Mr. Pattie was graduated in the Mar- 
lette high school and subsequently he pursued a course of study at Fer- 
ris Institute, at Big Rapids, in which he was graduated in 1901, with 
the degree of Bachelor of Pharmacy. He has a state life certificate for 
teaching and was successfully identified with the pedagogic profession 
for a period of ten years. In 1906 he removed to Roscommon, where 
he opened up a well stocked drug store and where he caters to the wants 
of a large and high-class patronage. 

In his political convictions Mr. Pattie is aligned as a stalwart sup- 
porter of the cause of the Republican party and since his arrival in 
Roscommon he has been honored by his fellow citizens with the offices 
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of president of the village, being incumbent of this office at the present 
time, 1911. In a fraternal way he is affiliated with the time-honored 
Masonic order, holding membership in Roscommon Lodge, No. 364, Free 
and Accepted Masons ; Grayling Chapter, No. 124, Royal Arch Masons, 
in the York Rite branch. He is also connected with De Witt Clinton 
Consistory, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite and with Elf Karufeh Tem- 
ple, Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. In their 
religious faith he and his wife are devout members of the Presbyterian 
church, to whose charities and benevolences he has been a most liberal 
contributor, and they are prominent and popular factors in connection 
with the best social activities in Roscommon. 

In the year 1908 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Pattie to Miss 
Elizabeth Woodruff, a daughter of Henry H. and Elicia (Moiles) 
Woodruff. Mrs. Pattie was born and reared at Roscommon and she is 
a woman of most gracious and pleasing personality. To this union has 
been born one child, Heber B. 

Wesley T. Smith, one of the brisk, bright and progressive young 
men of northern Michigan, holds the official position of postmaster at 
Honor. His ancestry is probably English on both sides, although the 
first paternal forebear of whom there is definite record was Peter Smith, 
the great-grandfather, who was a native of the Empire state, a farmer 
and a ship carpenter. George Smith, the grandfather, also born in New 
York, died April 13, 1911. He was formerly a retired farmer residing 
at Alvinston, Ontario, Canada. 

Wesley T. was born in the Canadian town above named on the 17th 
of September, 1883, and is a son of Samuel E. and Heeta (Parley) 
Smith, both of his parents being natives of Ontario. In 1835 his ma- 
ternal great-grandfather, Thomas Farley, came from his native Eng- 
land to Toronto, Canada, bringing with him a son of the same name, then 
only six months of age. This first American ancestor on the mater- 
nal side of the house was a gardener by occupation, and industriously 
followed his calling after coming to the Dominion. The son named was 
trained, in his youth, as a boat engineer, but eventually spent many 
years as a stationary engineer in the Canadian oil fields. At a still later 
period he opened a store in Toronto, but is now retired from business. 
His daughter (who became the mother of Wesley T. Smith) was born 
in that city December 1, 1861. 

Samuel E. Smith, the father, is a native of Nilestown, Ontario, 
where he was born August 2, 1853. In his early manhood he was a 
skilled carpenter, but for the past twenty years has been engaged in 
farming in Sanilac and Benzie counties, Michigan. Although he has had 
the advantage of only a common-school education, he is a man of such 
practical sense and sound character that his fellows have often called 
upon him to perform public functions, and he has served with credit as 
school director, school inspector, school treasurer and in other local 
offices. 

Mr. Smith, of this sketch, received his mental training in the com- 
mon and high schools of his native town and also pursued special nor- 
mal courses. Later he taught in Benzie county, Michigan, and in Dela- 
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ware county, Iowa ; also spent one year as a traveling salesman for the 
Bellevue Piano Company, his territory embracing Iowa, Missouri and 
Illinois. After this period he also assisted his father in the work of his 
Benzie county farm for a short time. 

Mr. Smith had never appeared in the role of office holder until he 
was honored with appointment, August 2, 1909, to his present position. 
When he assumed his duties the Honor postoffice was of the fourth class, 
but through his energy, ability and popularity it was raised to the 
third-class grade during the year 1910. 

Postmaster Smith devotes himself faithfully to the duties of his of- 
fice, and he is also at the present working into the automobile business, 
having secured the agency for a few popular cars. It is his intention in 
the coming spring to build a new garage. Much of his leisure time is 
also occupied with musical matters, for which he has much enthusiasm 
and decided talent. He has organized Honor's first brass band and 
orchestra, as well as a boy 's military band, being director of the former ; 
served one year as active bugler of Company D, Fifty-third Regiment, 
I, N. C, and is identified with all the musical organizations of the 
locality. His musical tastes and talents also enable him to be of great 
service in the church activities of the place, especially in those of the 
Congregational society, of which he is a member. He is, further, active 
in the fraternal work of the Gleaners and other secret societies. 

On the 8th of September, 1908, Mr. Smith was joined in wedlock 
with Miss Judith E. Anderson, daughter of Nelson J. and Anna C. 
Anderson. Mr. Anderson is a well known farmer, following his calling 
near Fairfield, Iowa. 

How^ARD C. Bristol. — Prominent among the best known residents 
of East Tawas, Iosco county, is Howard C. Bristol, who has lived here 
for upwards of thirty years, during which time he has had a varied and 
eventful career. A product of Illinois, he was born in 1845, in Chi- 
cago, which at that time gave not even a budding promise of its present 
high standing among the larger and more important cities of the world. 

His father. Captain Richard C. Bristol, was born in Vermont, of 
substantial New England ancestry. While yet a small lad he made his 
way to the Atlantic coast and shipped as cabin boy on a vessel plying be- 
tween New York and Liverpool. Continuing for several years in sea- 
faring pursuits, he worked his way upward from a common seaman to 
the master of a ship running between New York and Havre. Finally 
locating in Buffalo, New York, he shipped on the ''John R. Kinzie," a 
vessel plying between Buffalo and Chicago, and on his second trip was 
commissioned its commander. She was a stanch boat, and it is said 
was the only one that ever beat its way up the Saint Clair river against 
wind and current. Captain Bristol was subsequently commander of the 
''Madison,'' a palatial lake steamer. Locating in Chicago in 1837, he 
built the first great warehouse of that city, the first grain elevator, and 
the first brick elevator, one having a capacity of one hundred thousand 
bushels. With characteristic enterprise the Captain next established a 
system of merchandising transportation on Lake Superior, purchasing 
for that purpose the steamer "Independence." The "Independence" 
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was taken around the Rapids of the Saiilt on ways and launched into 
Lake Superior, the first steamer ever placed there. He was very active 
in the upbuilding of industrial Chicago, and was one of the organizers of 
the Chicago Board of Trade. He lived to a good old age, passing away 
in Brooklyn, New York, July 10, 1868. He married while on one of his 
lake trips Louisa Clark, a daughter of Captain Clark, and of the five 
children born of their union two are now living. 

The early education of Howard C. Bristol was obtained partly in 
Chicago and partly in Canandaigua, New York. He spent a large part 
of his earlier life as a clerk, being sometimes employed on land, but 
more frequently, mayhap, on board lake boats, having taken to water as 
naturally as does a duck. For several years he taught school in Traverse 
City, gaining a fine reputation as an educator. He early in life de- 
veloped a mechanical and creative talent, and as a young man, while liv- 
ing in Chicago, invented a patent safety envelope ; took out letters patent 
for a life-saving buoy, which proved superior to those then in use ; and 
also invented a low water indicator which rendered steam boilers non- 
explosive. 

In 1878 Mr. Bristol took up his residence at East Tawas, Michigan, 
where he has since been variously employed, at the present time being 
prosperously engaged in the real estate business. As a newspaper cor- 
respondent he has been associated with the leading papers of Chicago, 
Milwaukee, Detroit, Saint Paul, Cleveland, Saginaw and Bay City, ac- 
quiring considerable fame in the journalistic world. Mr. Bristol has 
also been for thirty years marine reporter at East Tawas, United 
States Signal Officer, and for a time was in secret service, being em- 
ployed by the United States government as special agent to ferret out 
the timber thieves in the Michigan forests. He now manufactures a 
remedy for diphtheria, and has cured over two hundred cases, many of 
which were given up by attending physicians. 

Mr. Bristol has been twice married. He married first, in 1877, Lucy 
Quibell, who bore him seven children, namely: Howard (deceased), 
Mary, Edith, Ward, Lucy, Josephine and Anna. Mr. Bristol married 
in 1900, Iva Anschutz, who was born at East Tawas, a daughter of 
Reynold and Emma J. Anschutz. 

Elgin M. Gates, whose postoffice is East Tawas, Iosco county, Michi- 
gan, is one of the representative farmers of Baldwin township, and he 
is a son of the late Dr. T. 0. Gates, one of the pioneer physicians of 
East Tawas, where his practice was as extensive as his charitable deeds 
were numerous. Dr. Gates was born in Walpole, Canada, the date of 
his birth being August 23, 1850. He was reared and educated in 
Canada and there pursued the study of medicine, graduating with the 
degree of Doctor of Medicine. In 1867 he was united in marriage to 
Miss Annis Merrill and for some years thereafter they lived in Ohio, 
whence they returned to Canada. In 1878, however, Dr. and Mrs. Gates 
again established their home in the United States, settling at East Ta- 
was, Michigan. He was a successful practitioner in this state for a 
period of nearly thirty years, and during all that time enjoyed the full 
confidence and esteem of his numerous patrons. His practice was prin- 
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cipally in East Tawas and in the country normally tributary thereto, 
and in connection with his long drives he utilized about five or six 
horses. He possessed an abnormally strong constitution or his strenu- 
ous work would have been too much of a drain on his system. In addi- 
tion to his professional work he operated a fine drug store at East Ta- 
was and he was the owner of immense tracts of timber and farm lands 
in various sections of the state. He was a member of the Bay County 
Medical Society and the Michigan State Medical Society and in a fra- 
ternal way he was affiliated with the Masonic order, the Knights of the 
Maccabees, the Independent Order of Foresters, and the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows. Dr. and Mrs. Gates became the parents of but 
one child, Elgin M., the immediate subject of this review. Mrs. Gates 
was summoned to the life eternal in 1867, and her honored husband 
passed away in 1908, deeply mourned by a wide circle of close and 
intimate friends. 

Elgin M. Gates was born at Houghton, Canada, on the 26th of 
November, 1867, and in that country he received his early educational 
discipline, later supplementing the same with a course of study in the 
Saginaw high school, in which he was graduated as a member of the 
class of 1888. For some time thereafter he was identified with the va- 
rious interests of his father's drug store. About the year 1894 he be- 
came interested in sailing and followed that line of enterprise on fresh 
and salt water up to the time of his father's demise, in 1908. His trips 
took him to nearly all parts of the world and he was incumbent of dif- 
ferent offices from that of steward to mate. After his father's death, 
however, he gave up sailing and since then he has devoted his entire 
time and attention to the management of the vast estates to which he 
fell heir. In Baldwin township he possesses a tract of eleven hundred 
acres bf land, four hundred of which are in a high state of cultivation 
and thirty of which are devoted to the growing of fine fruits. His 
orchards are in excellent order and the fruits grown are apples, pears, 
peaches, cherries and plums. Mr. Gates gives much of his time to fruit 
production. Indeed he is the man to whom the farmers of northeastern 
Michigan are looking for the proof that the eastern as well as the west- 
ern portion of the state can, under proper conditions, produce fruit 
profitably. His fruit trees show the result of much care and labor, and 
they are already giving evidence of fine future harvests. Mr. Gates is 
a firm believer in the law of compensation, that is — ''that nature will 
respond to and repay man for every effort put forth for her nourish- 
ment." He also believes that success awaits the man who is persistent 
and untiring in his endeavors, providing he pursues the right course. 

Mr. Gates, though he has never been ambitious for political prefer- 
ment, is ready to give his aid and influence in support of all projects 
advanced for the good of the general welfare, and he is affiliated with 
various fraternal and social organizations of representative character. 
He is a man of sterling integrity of character, liberal in thought and 
action, and one whose charities know only the bounds of his oppor- 
tunities. He is unmarried. 
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Newbury Gordon. — Prominent among the successful business men 
and good citizens of Scottville and Mason county, is Newbury Gordon, 
an extensive real estate owner and liveryman, and the son of that well- 
known gentleman and Civil war veteran, George W. Gordon. Integrity, 
activity and energy have been the open secrets of his success, and his 
connection with business enterprises and industries has been of decided 
advantage to the sections of the country in which they have been 
carried on. 

By the circumstance of birth Mr. Gordon is a Pennsylvanian, his eyes 
first having opened to the light of day in Potter county of the Keystone 
state September 14, 1857. His father, George W. Gordon, now deceased, 
was a native of the state of New York, and of Scotch descent, and his 
youthful years were passed in the Empire state, where he was married 
to Miss Hannah Fisher, also a native of the state of New York. Her 
ancestors were German, and so in the subject's veins meet two of the 
stanchest of the world's elements, the German and the Scotch. In 
course of time the family removed to Pennsylvania, and remained there 
a short time, then moving to South Michigan for a time, and in 1871, 
when they came on to Mason county, Michigan, located in Grant town- 
ship. The father inaugurated his career in this district by making him- 
self the possessor of a piece of wild timber land, destined to rise greatly 
in value. He subsequently bought a good farm and engaged in agri- 
culture until such time as he was summoned to his reward. In addition 
to his agricultural activities he dealt a great deal in timber, jobbing 
and contracting. He was a life-long Republican, having a genuine af- 
fection for the '* Grand Old Party," and great confidence in its princi- 
ples. He served gallantly in the Civil war, belonging to the Ninth 
Michigan Infantry. He died at the age of sixty-three, the father of 
nine children, six of whom were sons and three daughters. One died 
in infancy and Mr. Gordon was the second in order of birth of the sons. 
The following enumeration of the members of the family is given: A 
daughter who died in infancy ; George W. ; Newbury ; Marion ; Sarah ; 
Alma, who died at the age of about twelve years; Ambrose, who died 
when nine years ; James ; and Myron, who died at the age of twenty-two. 

For such education as he enjoyed Mr. Gordon is indebted to the dis- 
trict schools of Barry county, Michigan. His were the peculiarly whole- 
some and independent experiences of the country lad and in considera- 
tion of his early training he might now be a successful agriculturist, 
except that natural inclinations led him to other fields. He remained 
beneath the parental roof tree until 1878, when he was married, and for 
a time after that happy event he pursued farming operations inde- 
pendently until 1888. At that time he began to speculate in lumber and 
has continued his lumber dealings up to the present time, also buying 
and selling horses and cattle. He has for many years been interested 
in horses and has dealt in them and shipped them to various quarters 
since 1888. His establishment of a livery stable was the natural out- 
come of his interest in an intelligent knowledge of the equine species. 
He is a man of versatile abilities and has been very successful in real 
estate dealings, having large holdings in this line. He has the distinc- 
tion of being one of the first horse dealers in Mason county. A self- 
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made man of the best type, he has acquired a fine competence and is a 
man of no small amount of influence in the community in which he is 
best known. 

On the 16th day of April, 1878, Mr. Gordon was united in marriage 
to Miss Idella Ketcham, daughter of A. J. Ketcham, a Grant township 
farmer. She is a native of South Haven, Van Buren county, Michigan, 
but was educated in Mason county, whence her father removed in 1885-6. 

Newbury Gordon, like his father before him, is a life-long Republican 
and takes a keen interest in the progress of events, particularly as they 
affect the welfare of the whole body politic. His fraternal affiliations 
are limited to a membership in the Modern Romans. 

Two children have been bom to the union of Mr. and Mrs. Gordon, 
namely, — ^Mina, deceased; and Earl, in business with his father, and 
who married Miss Caroline Powers, of Grand Rapids, Michigan. Mrs. 
Gordon died January 31, 1911. 

A. J. Price certainly deserves representation among the able and 
successful business men whose ability and persistent determination to 
forge ahead have made Roscommon one of the most thriving villages in 
northern Michigan. He has done much to advance the wheels of prog- 
ress, aiding materially in the development of business activity and 
energy, wherein the prosperity and growth of the state always depend. 
He has found in each transition stage opportunity for further effort 
and broader labor, and his enterprise has not only contributed to his 
individual success, but has also been of marked value to the community 
in which he makes his home. 

Mr. Price is one of the leading merchants at Roscommon, where he 
has maintained his home for the past six years. He was bom in Macomb 
county, this state, in 1883, and is a son of James E. and Lucy A. (Van 
Blarcom) Price, the former of whom was born in Romeo, Macomb 
county, and the latter of whom claimed Sussex county. New Jersey, as 
the place of her nativity. The Van Blarcom family migrated to 
Michigan in 1867 and at Romeo was solemnized the marriage of Lucy 
A. Van Blarcom to James E. Price. The father of the subject of this 
review was an eminently prosperous merchant at Romeo for a number 
of years and there were born to him and his wife three children, 
namely, — Mrs. E. R. Wilcox (widow of the late Congressman Wilcox), 
R. L., and A. J. The mother was summoned to the life eternal in 1891, 
at which time Mr. Price removed to Roscommon, where he is residing 
at the present time. 

In the public schools of Roscommon Mr. Price, of this review, com- 
pleted his educational training, continuing to attend school up to 1903, 
in which year he turned his attention to business. In 1905 he was en- 
abled to open his present finely equipped store, in which are carried a 
full line of the choicest and freshest goods on the market. His spacious 
store room measures thirty by one hundred feet in lateral dimensions 
and he caters to a large and select trade. By reason of his father's 
identification with mercantile interests, Mr. Price has a thorough under- 
standing of all the details of the business, having practically grown up 
in it. While he has never manifested aught of ambition for political 
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preferment of any description, he is most loyal and public-spirited in 
his civic attitude, contributing in generous measure of his time and 
means to all projects advanced for the general welfare. He is a de- 
cidedly energetic and business-like young man and a brilliant future is 
predicted for him. In fraternal circles he is affiliated with the time- 
honored Masonic order, in which he holds membership in the lodge and 
chapter, and he is also connected with the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, in which he is a past noble grand. 

In the year 1906 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Price to Miss 
Genevieve McDonald, who is a daughter of Walter McDonald. Mr. 
and Mrs. Price have three children, whose names are here recorded in 
respective order of birth, — Ivy, James E. and Andrew J. 

Fred E. Murphy^ M. D. — In every community the family physician 
is influential above most of his fellow citizens, for the reason that his 
association with its members in times of sorrow, suspense and affliction 
draws him very near to them if he be a good man of kindly sympathies. 
Dr. Murphy is the only physician located at Leland, Michigan, and, 
while still young in years, he is remarkably well equipped for the im- 
portant profession of which he bids fair to become known as one of its 
chiefest ornaments. 

Dr. Murphy is a native son of the state, his birth having occurred 
at Petoskey, October 24, 1880. His parents were Jeremiah and Marga- 
ret (Buckley) Murphy, the former a native of Ireland. Jeremiah 
Murphy came to the land of the stars and stripes with his parents, who 
were ambitious to find greater opportunity than was offered by their 
own country, he being at the time of the immigration of tender years. 
They located in Michigan. When the long-lowering Civil war cloud 
broke in its fury, young Jeremiah, who had become a most loyal Ameri- 
can, became eager to go to the defense of the integrity of the Union 
and made effort to enlist in a Michigan regiment, but was rejected on 
account of his youth. He was not to be daunted, however, and went to 
Indiana, where he succeeded in securing an enlistment. He served some- 
what over three years, or until the close of the war. The mother, Mar- 
garet Buckley Murphy, is a native of Michigan, her father having been 
a dealer in pine lands. 

The Murphy family resided near Petoskey until Dr. Murphy was 
five years of age, when they removed to Dowagiac, Cass county, Michi- 
gan. While there he began his schooling, and having passed the com- 
mon and higher departments, he entered the Ferris Institute at Big 
Rapids, Michigan, the date of his matriculation being January 1, 1902, 
and the course of study pursued by him being preparatory to the study 
of medicine. He remained at the Ferris Institute until September, 1902, 
and in the ensuing October he entered the Detroit College of Medicine 
and remained within its walls for four years, taking the complete 
course and being graduated May 7, 1906. In order to obtain special 
training he entered St. Mary's Hospital as interne and remained there 
for a year and six months. In October, 1907, he went to Boulevard 
Sanitorium and continued in charge of that institution until May, 1908. 
Almost immediately afterward he became a part of the medical staff 



HISTORY OF NORTHERN MICHIGAN 1311 

of the Soldiers' Home at Grand Rapids and he remained there until 
November, 1908. His next professional venture was at North Manitou 
Island, where he was engaged with the Smith & Hull Lumber Com- 
pany, to look after the health of the men employed upon the island. He 
remained there until August, 1908, when he came to Leland, which 
community is indeed fortunate to secure an enthusiastic young practi- 
tioner of his natural qualifications and varied experience. His various 
positions have indeed brought with them an experience not to be gained 
even in a large city. He has the field to himself and he is not one to 
take his responsibilities lightly, his best energies being given to the pro- 
fession which, more than any other, asks a man to sacrifice himself. 

Dr. Murphy is neutral in politics, believing in casting the ballot for 
the best man, regardless of party affiliation. He is public-spirited and 
willing to contribute to any and all worthy causes and he is of liberal 
views in religious matters. 

Justus S. Stearns. — It is an indisputable fact that man must relate 
himself to his environment or remain undeveloped, and that the two 
main factors of his environment are himself and his fellows. A study 
of vigorous and efficient men reveals the fact that they have devoted 
themselves to service. This justified well the statement that '*he who 
serves is royal,'' and the patent of nobility comes from the high author- 
ity of work accomplished. A really distinguished member of the great 
army of productive workers is the honored citizen of Ludington whose 
name initiates this paragraph, and he is one of the veritable captains 
of industry who have conserved the development and upbuilding of 
northern Michigan, besides which his fine powers have been exercised in 
connection with important industrial enterprises in other sections of the 
Union. He has been long and prominently identified with lumbering 
operations and through his initiative and organizing abilities has 
wielded much influence in connection with the great industry that so 
long made Michigan famous. He is a man of broad metal keen and ma- 
ture judgment, his course in all the relations of life has been guided 
by sterling integrity of purpose, he has been called upon to serve in 
office of high public trust, he holds to the full the confidence and esteem 
of his fellow men, and he is to be properly designated as one of the es- 
sentially representative citizens of the state that has so long been his 
home and the scene of his splendid and worthy accomplishment. 

Like many another of the valued citizens of Michigan, both in pres- 
ent and past generations, Mr. Stearns is a native son of the old Empire 
state of the Union, and he is a scion of a family, of English lineage, that 
was founded in New England in the colonial era of our national his- 
tory. He was born in Chautauqua county. New York, on the 10th of 
April, 1845, and is a son of Heman S. Stearns. 

Justus S. Stearns early initiated his association with the lumber 
business, as he was a mere boy when he began to assist in the work of a 
saw mill operated by his father in Chautauqua county. New York. He 
was afforded the advantages of the common schools of his native state 
and supplemented this discipline by a course in a commercial college. 
Mr. Stearns became associated with his father in the lumber business 
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at Conneaut, Ohio, but soon afterward he established himself in business 
in the city of Toledo, that state, where he engaged in the handling of 
hardwood lumber. In the year 1876 the superior advantages offered for 
lumbering operations in Michigan attracted him to this state, within 
whose borders he has maintained his home during the long intervening 
period of nearly two score years. His initial experience in Michigan 
was in connection with the operation of portable saw mills in the vicin- 
ity of Big Rapids, Mecosta county, but the venture proved disastrous, 
owing to the very low price of lumber at the time, and his limited capi- 
talistic resources were thus soon reduced to the minimum. His courage 
and ambition were in no wise abated, however, and, locating in Luding- 
ton, which was then a mere village, he identified himself with the Ward 
interests. The call of the great pine forests, however, proved irresistible, 
and soon Mr. Stearns was found operating a portable saw mill on the 
line of the Pere Marquette Railroad at a point about twenty miles east 
of Ludington. The successive stages of growth from this modest be- 
ginning eventuated in the organization of the Stearns Salt & Lumber 
Company, long recognized as one of the most important and extensive 
concerns in the salt and lumber industries in this section of the state. 
The company established a large and well equipped plant in Luding- 
ton, and the extent of its operations may be measurably appreciated 
when it is stated that it had a capacity for the annual output of fifty 
million feet of lumber and three hundred thousand barrels of salt. The 
founding of this great industrial enterprise by Mr. Stearns marked an 
epoch in the development of the great natural resources of northern 
Michigan and gave distinctive impetus to the industrial and civic prog- 
ress of the same. The achievement of Mr. Stearns in this one connec- 
tion places him among the really great business men of the state, but his 
energies and abilities have found many other avenues along which to 
direct themselves with large and definite results. He has successfully 
organized and developed a number of the important industrial enter- 
prises in other sections of the country, and his constructive powers 
have been on a parity with his fine executive and administrative abili- 
ties. The J. S. Stearns Lumber Company of Odanah, Ashland county, 
Wisconsin, has, with its subsidiary branches, made a phenomenal record, 
as has also the Flambeau Lumber Company, at Lac du Flambeau, Wis- 
consin, — a concern of which Mr. Stearns was the founder. He has also 
been active and influential in connection with the development of the 
resources of the south. He organized and brought into successful oper- 
ation the Kentucky & Tennessee Railroad, the Stearns Coal Company, 
Limited, and the Stearns Lumber Company, Incorporated, all of which 
have headquarters in the state of Kentucky. Another of the important 
industrial corporations organized by Mr. Stearns is the Stearns & Cul- 
ver Lumber Company, of Bagdad, Florida. The products of these va- 
rious companies are handled by the Stearns Company, of Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, and thus the various interests of Mr. Stearns are effectively 
centralized in his home state. 

Notwithstanding the exactions of his various extensive business 
enterprises along the lines already noted, Mr. Stearns has found time 
and inclination to give earnest and ready support to measures and 
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undertakings that have been potent in advancing the material and social 
welfare of his home city, county and state. He is president of the Lud- 
ington & Northern Railroad Company, and of the Stearns Lighting & 
Power Company, of Ludington, besides which he is an interested princi- 
pal and valued counselor in many of the industrial and business insti- 
tutions that are giving distinctive prestige to the city of Ludington. 
Here he has invested his capital with great liberality and unselfishness, 
and his judicious philanthropy has been shown in helping men to help 
themselves and in promoting enterprises that are of benefit to the com- 
munity in general. He was one of the influential factors in the estab- 
lishing of the fine Epworth League summer resort and assembly near 
Ludington and on the shore of Lake Michigan, and contributed most 
liberally to the financial support of the same during the formative period 
in its history. He is president of the J. S. Stearns Improvement Com- 
pany, of Ludington, as well as of the First National Bank of this beauti- 
ful little city, where he also erected and is the owner of a fine, modern 
hotel building. Liberal, progressive and public-spirited in his attitude 
and genial and courteous in manner, Mr. Stearns has gained and re- 
tained the inviolable confidence and esteem of the community which has 
so long represented his home. One of his most striking characteristics 
is his genius for organization, and it is this that has made him so potent 
a force in connection with productive and commercial activities of broad 
scope and importance. He has founded industrial enterprises, out- 
lined their operative policies and after placing them on substantial basis 
has given the detail management to trusted lieutenants, in order to turn 
his own attention to further promotive and constructive work. He 
places true valuations upon men and thus has shown special facility in 
enlisting the co-operation of subordinates who have ability and who are 
loyal and appreciative. He rarely makes a mistake in his choice of lieu- 
tenants in the industrial field, and while he leaves to them the major 
part of the specific management of his various enterprises he keeps a 
secure grasp in a general way, and never loses touch with the various 
interests that have been brought to the plane of success through his 
aggressiveness and resourcefulness. 

In politics Mr. Stearns accords an unwavering allegiance to the 
cause of the Republican party and he has been an active and el¥ective 
worker in its ranks. For years he served as chairman of the Mason 
county Republican committee, and in 1888 he represented the Ninth 
congressional district of Michigan as presidential elector on the ticket 
of his party. In 1898 he was made the nominee of his party for the 
office of secretary of state of Michigan, and at the ensuing election he 
received a most flattering endorsement at the polls. He gave a most 
able and discriminating administration of this important office but de- 
clined to become a candidate for a second term. In the Republican 
primaries his name has been brought prominently forward by the re- 
form element in the party in connection with nomination for governor 
of the state, and the support accorded him by this element has been a 
distinction greater than that given to others who have won nominal 
victories through less worthy agencies. 

As a young man Mr. Stearns was united in marriage to Miss Paulina 
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Lyon, a sister of Thomas R. and John B. Lyon, representative business 
men of the city of Chicago. A woman of most gracious and engaging 
personality and a true companion and helpmeet to her husband, the 
great loss and bereavement in the life of Mr. Stearns came when she was 
summoned to eternal rest in 1904. She is survived by one son, Robert 
Lyon Stearns, who is associated with his father's various business en- 
terprises and who has proved a most earnest and effective coadjutor. 
He is an artist of marked talent but after thorough training in this line 
he abandoned his artistic career to assist his father, who has been 
deeply appreciative of this action and of the co-operation given. 

Joel L. Barrett. — Prominent in the official life of Cheboygan county 
for more than a quarter of a century, and still occupying a position of 
great importance and responsibility in its government, Joel L. Barrett 
of Cheboygan, has wrought oul among its people a career that is highly 
creditable to him and has been of great benefit to them. He has occu- 
pied a number of the public offices in tHeir gift and in all has rendered 
them efficient and very commendable service, showing constant fidelity 
to duty, ability, skill and strict integrity in the discharge of it, and an 
ever present practical and helpful interest in the welfare of the county 
and all that could minister to its improvement and progress. 

Mr. Barrett is a native of Michigan, and was born in Calhoun county 
on December 16, 1857. His parents were Joseph N. and Catherine 
(Lester) Barrett, the former born in the state of New York in 1818 and 
the latter in Muncy, Pennsylvania, in 1835. The father died in 1861 
and the mother in 1905. Five of the six children of whom they became 
the parents are living, Joel L. having been the third in the order of 
birth. The father was married twice. His first wife bore her husband 
two sons and gave up both in patriotic devotion to the Union, offering 
them freely on the altar of her country in its defense. The older of 
them, William O., was killed in one of the terrible battles of our Civil 
war. Charles, the other son, was also a soldier in that war, but sur- 
vived it, dying some years after its close at Charlotte in this state, 
which was also the state of his nativity. 

The father came to Michigan when a young man and located at 
Ceresco in Calhoun county, where he was one of the earliest settlers. 
He had an interest in the first grist mill erected in this part of the state, 
but after helping to operate it for some years, sold his share in it and 
all his other property in Calhoun county, and moved to the vicinity of 
Hastings, Barry county, making his home in Rutland township. There 
he boldly entered the wilderness and called into being from its unbroken 
soil and wild luxuriance of unpruned growth a productive farm, en- 
riched with good improvements and made comfortable with all the ap- 
pliances of civilized life. The achievement involved long years of ardu- 
ous toil and the endurance of many hardships and privations. The near- 
est trading point was Kalamazoo, not less than thirty miles distant in a 
direct line, and seemingly much farther on account of the difficulties 
and scant facilities of travel in the unsettled state of the country. He 
was affiliated with the Whigs in politics until their party passed away 
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and was succeeded by the Republican organization, when he became a 
member of that. 

Joel L. Barrett passed his boyhood and youth on his father's farm 
and obtained his education in the country schools in the neighborhood. 
He remained with his parents until he was twenty years old, then began 
the battle of life for himself by moving to Cheboygan county and lum- 
bering at Indian River for a time. But he was destined to a different 
pursuit. Early in his residence in this county the people around him 
discovered his superior administrative ability and elected him township 
clerk, then township treasurer, and next supervisor of the township. 
He was continued in the last named office eight years, and during two of 
the eight was chairman of the board. He performed his official duties 
with such ability and in a manner so signally satisfactory to the peo- 
ple that he was put forward by them for higher political honors on a 
whole county basis. 

In 1904 he was elected county clerk, and this office he has held 
ever since, succeeding himself at every election and gaining in the con- 
fidence and regard of the people as year has followed year. He is an 
ardent Republican in politics and stands high in the councils of his 
party. He served as secretary of its county central committee in his 
county four years and is at this time (1911) chairman of that organiza- 
tion. He has shown fine power as an organizer and party worker, and 
is one of the influential men in party affairs in the state. 

Mr. Barrett has also long been interested in a leading and service- 
able way in the fraternal life around him. He is a member of the Ma- 
sonic order as a Master Mason, a Royal Arch Mason, a Royal and Select 
Master and a Knight Templar, and is prominent in the gatherings, 
grand and subordinate, of the various branches to which he belongs. 
He is also a member of the Order of Elks, the Order of Loyal Americans 
of the Republic and the Knights of the Maccabees, belonging to organi- 
zations of all these fraternal associations in his home city, Cheboygan, 

In November, 1884, he was united in marriage with Miss Mary E. 
Berry, a native of Minnesota and daughter of John W. and Matilda C. 
(Dowling) Berry, both of whom are now deceased. Eight of their 
twelve children are living, Mrs. Barrett having been the fourth born of 
the whole number. The father came West in his young manhood and 
lived for some years in Minnesota, then moved to Cheboygan county, 
Michigan, where he passed the rest of his life. He was a member of 
the Church of the Disciples in religious connection and of the Demo- 
cratic party in political affiliation. 

Mr. and Mrs. Barrett have one child, their daughter, Nina C, the 
wife of David H. Crowley of Cheboygan, a sketch of whom will be 
found in this work. He is at present the prosecuting attorney of the 
county. Mr. Barrett has been a resident of Cheboygan county for 
thirty-four years, and during the whole of that period has been zealous 
and capable in the service of the people, whether working humbly and 
unostentatiously in the lumber trade, filling a local office in his town- 
ship, on the wider field of county official duty, or in the peaceful en- 
gagements of private life. In all relations and positions he has met the 
requirements of elevated and serviceable manhood, and given the eitv 
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and county of his home one of its best examples of high-toned, upright 
and representative American citizenship. He is an ornament to Che- 
boygan county and the state of Michigan, and the people show that they 
regard him as such by the universal admiration and esteem they bestow 
on him. 

Edward Larson. — The present efficient incumbent of the office of 
auditor of the Arcadia & Betsey River Railroad Company, Mr. Edward 
Larson is a resident of Arcadia, Manistee county, Michigan, where he 
has maintained his home since 1899. He was born at Manistee, this 
state, on the 27th of March, 1881. Both parents were born and reared 
in Norway, where their marriage was solemnized, and whence they 
immigrated to America, establishing their home at Manistee, Michigan. 

Edward Larson spent his boyhood and youth in Manistee, to whose 
public schools he is indebted for his early educational training, this 
discipline including a course in the Manistee high school, in which he 
was graduated as a member of the class of 1899. At the age of eight- 
een years he came to Arcadia, where he was employed by the Starke 
Land & Timber Company in the capacity of bookkeeper. He remained 
with that company for several years, only leaving it in order to accept 
the position of auditor, in 1905. He is one of the enterprising business 
men of the younger generation and while he has never taken an active 
part in polities he is aligned as a stalwart in the ranks of the Republi- 
can party, ever giving freely of his aid and influence in support of all 
measures advanced for the general improvement of the community. He 
is connected with various social organizations of representative char- 
acter and he and his wife are devout members of the Lutheran church, 
in the different departments of whose work they have been active and 
interested factors. 

In 1909 was recorded the marriage of Mr. Larson to Miss Hulda 
Mauntler, who was born and reared in this city and who is a daughter 
of Henry and Mary (Behrens) Mauntler, of Arcadia. Mr. Mauntler is 
a prominent business man in Manistee county, being president of the 
Arcadia Furniture Company and^ senior member of the firm of Maunt- 
ler, Ebert & Behrens, general merchants. Concerning the career of Mr. 
Mauntler further data appears on other pages of this work in the 
sketch dedicated to him. Mr. Larson is a man of most admirable quali- 
ties. All his business dealings are honorable and straightforward and 
he has ever had the confidence and trust of his fellow men. He pos- 
sesses a refinement of mind and manner that is exquisite and an integrity 
that is incorruptible. 

Byron M. Watson, sheriff of Cheboygan county, is one of the com- 
paratively young men of that section of Michigan who has forged be- 
yond the ''rising'' period of life; in other words, he has risen, although 
he is still on the forward move. Yet but little past forty-one, he is 
generally conceded to be a foremost leader in business and public af- 
fairs in his section of the state. 

The Sheriff's place of nativity is Monroe county, New York, where 
he was born on the 20th of January, 1870, a son of William and Julia 
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Ann (Thompson) Watson. From his great-grandfather down through 
three generations (to his own parents), Monroe county was the Watson 
family seat, the scene of their life struggles and their peaceful trans- 
cension into the hereafter. The parents of Byron M. Watson passed 
their entire lives in that section of the Empire state, where the father 
died in his thirty-third and his mother, in her sixty-eighth year. The 
children born to them were Frances, now the wife of Enos Whitmore, 
both living in Monroe county, and Sheriff Watson, of this sketch. As 
far back as the records run, the Watsons, both of New York and of 
Great Britain, have been of yeoman stock — sturdy sons of the English 
and Scotch soil — and since they have planted themselves in America 
they have been Democrats or supporters of similar principles. 

Byron M. Watson was educated in the public schools and academy 
of Monroe county, New York, and the first permanent business in which 
he engaged was the evaporation of fruits, one of the great industries of 
his native state. He was so well grounded in all its processes that when 
he moved to Ionia county, Michigan, in 1899, he at once established him- 
self as one of the leading manufacturers in that line in southern Michi- 
gan. At one time he had five plants under his control, and was widely 
known by all the leading fruit growers and evaporators in the state. 

Coming to Mentor township, Cheboygan county, in 1901, Mr. Wat- 
son engaged in farming on an extensive scale and became a leading 
dealer in country lands. The numerous and intimate acquaintances 
thus formed brought him such wide popularity throughout the county 
that he was pressed to enter political life. Four successive terms as 
township supervisor, from 1907, so added to his public standing that 
he was easily elected sheriff in 1910, resigning his position on the board 
of supervisors to accept the county office. Sheriff Watson is a member 
of the local Grange and an Elk, affiliated with Cheboygan Lodge, No. 
504, which added to his personal traits of sociability and comradeship, 
make him a fraternalist in a double sense. 

As to Mr. Watson's domestic life, it should be stated that in De- 
cember, 1896, he married Miss Jetena Shance, a native of New York 
state, and daughter of Alfred and Elizabeth Shance, both deceased. 
Two children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Shance, of whom Mrs. Watson 
was the younger. Sheriff Watson and his wife have a wide and a warm 
circle of friends not only in Cheboygan but throughout the county. 

Daniel Mahoney. — After a varied and instructive experience 
which led him into a number of different localities, engaged him in a 
variety of employments and gave him knowledge of the ways and im- 
pelling motives of men of several different classes, Daniel Mahoney lo- 
cated in Onaway in 1898, well prepared for extensive business opera- 
tions and ready to seize and use the opportunity he found in that city 
for the exercise of his ability and the employment of his varied and ex- 
tensive knowledge. These have been of great benefit to the enterprising 
company with which he is connected and through it to the community 
in which it operates. 

Mr. Mahoney was born in Plattsburg, Clinton county, New York, on 
May 10, 1847, and is a son of Jeremiah and Katharine (Biennan) Ma-^ 
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honey, natives of Ireland, the father born in county Cork and the 
mother in county Kilkenny. He lived to be ninety-two years of age 
and she to be seventy-eight. They were married in Plattsburg, New 
York, and became the parents of thirteen children, twelve of whom 
are living: Daniel, the first born; James, Jerry, John, Mary, Bridget, 
Patrick, Michael, Katie, Timothy, Martin and Nelly. Their homes are 
in many states and widely separated, but they are all good citizens, 
creditable to their parents and the communities in which they dwell. 

The father came to the United States when a young man and took 
up his residence in Clinton county. New York. In 1875 he moved to 
Saginaw, Michigan, where he lived for a number of years. He was a 
farmer and passed his last years engaged in that occupation in Menomi- 
nee county, this state. In political faith and allegiance he was con- 
nected with the Democratic party, to which he was ardently attached, 
and in religious affiliation belonged to the Catholic church, of which he 
was a devout and consistent member from his childhood. 

His son Daniel obtained his education in the public schools in Platts- 
burg, New York, and while attending them, and afterward, until he 
was twenty-two years old, worked on his father's farm and burned 
charcoal. He then passed three years in laborious work mining iron, 
and in 1872, in the spring of the year, came to Michigan and located in 
St. Clair. Here he lived more than twenty years, working at his trade 
as a carpenter and taking a lively and helpful interest in the affairs of 
the city. He served eight years as an alderman and one term as mayor 
of the city. Afterward he spent three years logging in the depths of 
the timber country in the neighborhood of AuSable, Iosco county, and 
then wrought in several localities as a carpenter, joiner and millwright. 

In 1879 he became manager of the milling and lumber business of 
Messrs. Hood & Parsons, and in 1898 located in Onaway, becoming a 
partner of M. G. Gardner and C. Peterman, leading spirits of the firm 
of Gardner, Peterman & Company, one the principal lumber and mill- 
ing business concerns in the city. He was general manager of their 
lumber and milling enterprise until 1909, when he was made vice presi- 
dent of the company. He has filled this office and had the general 
management of the business of the company ever since, and its opera- 
tions have grown to great proportions and been very successful under 
the guidance of his skillful and capable hand. 

Mr. Mahoney has been constant in his attention to the wants of the 
community here serving as a member of the school board and in many 
other ways contributing to the advancement of the city and county 
and the general welfare of its people. He is a gentleman of fine public 
spirit, keenly alert to the advancement of the best interests of the peo- 
ple around him and ever ready to bear his full share of the burden of 
any enterprise that will aid in promoting them. His citizenship is 
highly valued because of its usefulness in itself and also in the forces it 
sets in motion and directs to good results by the influence of its example. 

He is a Republican in politics but not an active or narrow partisan. 
In local affairs he considers first the welfare of the community and 
party claims afterward, if at all. Fraternally he is connected with the 
Knights of the Maccabees and the Knights of Columbus, and in religious 
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affiliation with, the Catholic church. But neither in lodge nor church 
matters is he restrained within the limits of his personal connections. 
He is active in his aid of all worthy causes and undertakings, seeing 
only the general weal and being willing to contribute to it through any 
worthy and acceptable channel. 

On May 10, 1875, Mr. Mahoney was united in marriage with Miss 
Kittie Ryan, a native of Clinton county, New York, and a daughter of 
James and Mary (Connors) Ryan, They have two children, their sons, 
Edwin J. and Daniel J., both, of whom are employed in the company 
of which their father is vice president and manager. All the 
members of the family stand high in public estimation and fully de- 
serve the esteem and good will in which they are held in every place 
where they are known. They are fine representatives of the Irish race, 
whose members can make any wilderness blossom like a garden, com- 
mand any conditions to fruitfulness and utility, and adorn any circle 
of society or walk of life. 

Hon. WttiLiAM G. Yeo, state senator, representing the Iosco dis- 
trict of Michigan, and a prominent attorney of West Branch, is a native 
of St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada, where he was reared and educated, he 
being a graduate of the Ontario Collegiate Institute. His parents, 
Thomas and Sybelle (George) Yeo, were born in England, but in early 
life came to America and became residents of Ontario, Canada. They 
were the parents of three children, of whom William Gr. is the eldest. 

In 1889 William G. Yeo left Canada and came over into Michigan, 
taking up his residence at West Branch, where soon aPterward he 
entered the office of Hon. Nelson Sharpe, and under his able guidance 
took up the study of law. On October 21, 1893, passing a rigid examin- 
ation, he was admitted to the bar, and since that time he has been 
identified with the legal profession of this place. In the meantime offi- 
cial honors have been conferred upon him. Four terms he served as 
circuit court commissioner, and one term as prosecuting attorney, and 
at this writing (1911) he is serving his second term as senator in the 
State Legislature, representing his district. 

In 1897 Mr. Yeo married Miss Alice B. Millikan, daughter of John 
and Emily A. Millikan. To them have been born three children, or»ly 
one of whom, Ailene Mae, is living. 

Fraternally Mr. Yeo is identified with both the Free and Accepted 
Masons and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in the latter being 
a Past Noble Grand and Past Chancellor. 

H. P. WiDMARK & Son. — One of the enterprising industries in the 
city of Ludington is the planing and feed mill at No. 237 East Dowland 
street, which is controlled by the firm of H. P. Widmark & Son. H. P. 
Widmark was born in Sweden, in 1854, and he immigrated to America 
about the year 1881. His marriage was solemnized in his native land. 
Immediately after arriving in the United States Mr. Widmark proceeded 
to Ludington, Michigan, where he was employed for some time. His 
present enterprise was begun in 1899, his sole partner and helper being 
his son, Francis 0. The spacious establishment of the firm is now well 
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equipped with all the best of modern improvements and a force of nine 
men are constantly employed, the business controlled amounting to 
about thirty-eight thousand dollars per annum. 

Mr. Francis 0. Widmark, the junior member of the firm, was born 
in the northern part of Sweden, on the 12th of August, 1878, and he 
was a child of but four years of age at the time of his parents' re- 
moval to America. He was educated in the Ludington schools and as 
a youth learned the cabinet-maker's trade, being engaged in the novelty 
work for some two years. He left home when fifteen years of age and 
was variously engaged until 1899, when he became a full partner in 
his father's business at Ludington, as already noted. In a fraternal 
way he is affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and 
with other local organizations of representative order. Father and son 
have both ever manifested a deep and sincere interest in all matters tend- 
ing to advance the general welfare of the community. They are pro- 
gressive, law-abiding citizens and no business men in the city hold a 
higher place in popular confidence and esteem than do they. 

• In 1901 was recorded the marriage of Francis 0. Widmark to Miss 
Minna Lodge, a daughter of Richard Lodge, a prominent and influential 
citizen in Ludington. To this union have been born three children, 
namely, — Thurston, 'Robert and Myrtle. 

William C. Cook. — Arenac county is certainly fortunate in the 
high character and sterling worth of her citizens, and no fairer name 
has been placed upon her list of representative men than that of Wil- 
liam C. Cook, city attorney of Omer. Numbered not only among the 
leading citizens of his community, but among the active and influential 
members of the county bar, his opinions carry weight with all classes of 
people, while his popularity is shown by the official honors so frequently 
thrust upon him. He was born in 1875, in Delhi, Ingham county, 
Michigan, which was also the birthplace of his father, John B. Cook. 

Bred and educated in his native town, John B. Cook entered upon a 
professional career in early life. Being admitted to the Michigan bar, 
he achieved success as a lawyer; and was held in high esteem as a man 
and a citizen. He married Celestia M. Skinner, a native of New Haven, 
Connecticut, and they became the parents of two children, namely: 
Bernard, deceased; and William C, the special subject of this brief 
personal record. 

After his graduation from the high school of Lansing, Michigan, 
William C. Cook entered the law school at Indianapolis, Indiana, while 
there becoming well versed in legal lore. On March 10, 1897, he was 
admitted to practice before the Supreme Court of Michigan, and hav- 
ing practiced law successfully for nearly two years was, on January 9, 
1899, admitted to the Arenac county bar. Two weeks later, on January 
23, 1899, Mr. Cook established a law office at Omer, and has since been 
here actively and successfully engaged in the practice of his chosen 
profession. 

Activity in public affairs naturally fall to one of Mr. Cook's mental 
calibre and equipments, and for two terms he has served as prosecuting 
attorney, in 1903 and 1904, and again in 1907 and 1908. In 1905 and 
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1906 he rendered able service as drainage commissioner, while twice he 
has been mayor of the city. In 1904, when Omer was incorporated as a 
city, Mr. Cook had the distinction of being elected its first mayor, and 
to this high position he was again elected in 1908. For three years he 
was alderman, representing the Third Ward, and since the incorpora- 
tion of the city he has served both as city attorney and as a member of 
the Board of Education. 

Mr. Cook married June 9, 1897, Mabel A. Boyer, and they have one 
child, Eleanora B. Cook. Fraternally Mr. Cook belongs to the Masonic 
Order of Omer and to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, of 
Bay City. 

Edwin E. Thompson. — An energetic and able representative of the 
rising young business men of Oscoda, Iosco county, Michigan, is Edwin 
E. Thompson, who is here engaged in the great lumber industry, and 
who at the present time, 1911, is township trustee and a member of the 
city council. Mr. Thompson is a native son of New York, where his 
birth occurred in 1877. He is a son of Andrew J. and Mattie Thomp- 
son, of Erie county, New York, whence they removed to Oscoda, Michi- 
gan, in 1882. The father was engaged in the lumber business in this 
state for a number of years and he and his wife are now residents of 
Oscoda, where he is incumbent of the office of village treasurer. They 
have two children, a son and a daughter. 

Edwin E. Thompson was a child of but five years of age at the time 
of his parents' removal from the old Empire state to Michigan, to whose 
public schools he is indebted for his early educational training. After 
leaving school he secured employment in a boiler shop, where he re- 
mained for some time, and subsequently he worked in a bicycle rim 
factory. He subsequently turned his attention to lumbering, becoming 
an agent for the firm of Wilson & Dudgeon, and continuing incumbent 
of that position for a period of nine years, at the expiration of which he 
engaged in the lumber business on his own account. He maintains his 
business headquarters at Oscoda, and as a man of affairs he has gained 
a widespread reputation for square and straightforward methods. In 
politics he is aligned as a stalwart in the ranks of the Republican party 
and while he has never manifested aught of ambition for political prefer- 
ment, he has been honored by his fellow citizens with the office o£ town- 
ship clerk, of which he remained in tenure for one term, and he is row 
township treasurer and a member of the city council. In a fraternal way 
he is affiliated with Osceola Lodge, No. 243, Fiee and Accepted Masons; 
with Lodge No. 401, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in which he 
is noble grand; and Lancelot Lodge, No. 72, Knights of Pythias; besides 
which he is also a member of Lodge No. 505, Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks. Mr. Thompson is genial, courteous and sympathetic. 
His citizenship has ever been characterized by those manly principles ' 
inherent in the native American and his success in life is due to keen 
business acumen, unusual energy and perseverance. He is deeply re- 
spected and admired by his fellow townsmen and he has ever evinced an 
attitude of helpfulness toward all projects advanced for progress and 
development. 
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Mr. Thompson has been twice married, his first union having been 
to Miss Hannah Hyslop, the ceremony having taken place in 1908. 
In 1909 was celebrated his marriage to Mrs. Esther A. Rowland. No 
children have been born to either union. 

W. M. McCuLLOUGH. — Noteworthy among Grayling's men of promi- 
nence and influence is W. M. McCullough, who is carrying on a substan- 
tial business as a dealer in agricultural implements, gasoline *^ngines, 
cream separators, buggies and other kinds of vehicles, and as a black- 
smith. He was born in New York state in 1842, but being left mother- 
less when an infant, was adopted by John MeCullough, of Canada, and 
assumed the name of his foster father. 

His own father, John Worden, was born in the Empire state, being 
a son of William Worden, who served in the Revolutionary war as cap- 
tain of a company belonging to the regiment of Colonel Godfrey. He 
married for his first wife Ann Cole, who died in early life, leaving 
three children, namely: Harriet; Ann; and W. M., the subject of this 
sketch. Mr. Worden subsequently married again, and by his second 
wife had seven children, one of whom is now living. 

Brought up in Canada, W. M. MeCullough learned the shoemaker's 
trade first in Canada and later in Bay City, Michigan, where he located, 
with his family, in 1876. Since 1881 Mr. MeCullough has resided in 
Grayling, and has taken an active part in the management of local 
affairs. In 1896 he established his present mercantile business which 
he has conducted most satisfactorily, at the same time carrying on gen- 
eral blacksmithing to a considerable extent, a branch of industry which 
he established in more recent years. He also owns one hundred and 
sixty acres of Canadian land, granted him by the Canadian government 
for his activity in defending Canada during the "Fenian Raids.'' Mr. 
MeCullough has served his fellow-men in various capacities, and al- 
ways to the satisfaction of his constituents, and with credit to himself. 
From 1886 until 1890 he was sheriff of Crawford county; he was a 
member of the first board of village trustees ; and now, in 1911, is serv- 
ing as justice of the peace, an office to which he was first appointed to 
fill out a vacancy, and to which he was subsequently elected and again 
re-elected, this being his second term. Fraternally he is a meniber of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and for three terms has served 
as noble grand. 

On January 2, 1862, in Canada, Mr. MeCullough was united in mar- 
riage with Victoria Smith, who was born in 1842, a daughter of Will- 
iam and Mary Smith, residents of Canada. Two children have blessed 
the union of Mr. and Mrs. MeCullough, namely: Charles 0. and 
George W. 

Charles O. MeCullough was born in Waterford, Ontario, Canada, 
October 3, 1862, and as a boy of fourteen years came with his parents 
to Michigan, locating in Bay City, later coming with the family to 
Grayling. Working with his father, he became an expert at the shoe- 
maker's trade, which he is following successfully, having a remunera- 
tive patronage in Grayling and vicinity. He, too, takes great interest 
in local affairs, and in addition to having served as township clerk and 
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councilman he helped, in 1903, to organize the village of Grayling. He 
belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, being a member of 
both the lodge and the encampment, and to the Modern Woodmen of 
America. His place of business is located on Main street, where, in 
addition to his well-stocked boot and shoe shop, he carries a supply of 
harnesses and horse furnishings. Mr. Charles O. McCuUough married, 
in 1887, Anna Cameron, and to them four children have been born, 
namely: Mary, deceased; William; Bessie; and Ruth. 

George W. McCullough, the younger son of W. M. McCuUough, was 
born July 30, 1864, in Waterford, Ontario, Canada, where he received 
his rudimentary education. After coming to Michigan he continued 
his studies at Bay City, and subsequently learned the barber's trade, 
which he has followed in Grayling for upwards of thirty years, being 
now one of the leading barbers of the village. He, too, is a member of 
both the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and of the Modern Wood- 
men of America. In 1891 he was united in marriage with Emma M. 
McAfee, and of the four children born of their union but one is living, 
Edna M., whose birth occurred in Grayling in 1893. 

George D. McKay. — A splendid type of the fine old pioneer in Iosco 
county, Michigan, is George D. McKay, who is a native son of Canada 
and who has been a resident of the vicinity of Oscoda since 1866. For 
a number of years Mr. McKay was deeply interested in the lumber in- 
dustry and he has been a potent influence for good in connection with 
the various public offices of which he has been incumbent and in dis- 
charging the duties of which he has acquitted himself with all of honor 
and distinction. Mr. McKay was born in the county of Glengarry, 
province of Ontario, Canada, the date of his birth being February 14, 
1836. He is a son of John G. and Margaret McKay, both of whom were 
of Scotch-Irish extraction, the former having been born in Canada and 
the latter in Scotland. Mr. and Mrs. John G. McKay became the 
parents of twelve children, six sons and six daughters, four of whom 
are now living, two being residents of northern Michigan. The father 
was an agriculturist by occupation and he passed his entire life in the 
Dominion of Canada, where his death occurred. 

George D. McKay was the third in order of birth in the above-men- 
tioned family of twelve children and he received his educational train- 
ing in the public schools of his native place. He continued as a resi- 
dent of Canada until 1866, when he removed to Michigan, settling in 
the region which now marks the site of Oscoda. He was employed in 
logging on the Au Sable river for two' years and in 1868, when the 
village of Oscoda was laid out, he there built the first frame house, the 
same being now the office and residence of Dr. Miller. Mr. McKay 
was in the lumber business for fully twenty years and during that time 
he purchased large tracts of timber land, which he stripped of the tim- 
ber, letting the land revert to the government. Mere land was not valu- 
able in those early days but such a procedure would be considered 
very unwise now. He got out the timber for the first dock constructed 
in Oscoda and during the entire period of his residence in this place 
he has done much to advance all measures projected for its general wel- 
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fare and development. He has ever manifested a deep and sincere in- 
terest in all political questions and he has held various important offices 
of public trust and responsibility. He was township commissioner and 
bridge-builder in 1880 ; for four years he gave most efficient service as 
postmaster of Oscoda; he was deputy oil inspector for two years; and 
he has also been justice of the peace and a member of the city council. 
He exercises his franchise in favor of the Republican party and as a 
patriotic citizen he is popular and highly esteemed by all classes of 
people. He is a man of broad information and fine human sympathy 
and in all the walks of life he is honorable, straightforward and liberal 
minded. 

On the 24th of May, 1868, Mr. McKay was united in marriage to 
Miss Mary McCoUough, a native of Canada. To this union were born 
seven children, two of whom are now living, — ^William H. and George E. 

James Lee Sanborn. — ^A representative citizen of Ossineke, Alpena 
county, Michigan, James Lee Sanborn has contributed materially to 
the civic progress and development of this section of the Wolverine 
state. He was born in the village of Sanborn, Niagara county. New 
York, on the 17th of March, 1856*, and is a son of Lee Ronold and Julia 
C. (Crawford) Sanborn, both of whom were likewise born in Niagara 
county, New York, the former in 1832 and the latter in 1836. Mr. 
and Mrs. Sanborn became the parents of six children — all boys, con- 
cerning whom the following brief data are here recorded: John E. is a 
resident of Ossineke; William H. resides in Alpena county; Enoch C, 
of Detroit; James Lee, of this sketch; Clinton P., of Sanborn, New 
York; and Charles G., of Sanborn. The father and the mother have 
both passed away, and the six sons were pall bearers at each of the 
funerals. The paternal grandfather of him whose name initiates this 
review was Ebenezer Cleveland Sanborn, who was born in New Hamp- 
shire. He was a Methodist minister in the old days of circuit riders 
and he passed the closing years of his life in Niagara county, New 
York. Lee Roland Sanborn was engaged in farming and manufactur- 
ing during the greater part of his active business career and he took 
an active part in the public affairs of his community, holding many 
important and influential offices and doing all in his power to ad- 
vance the general welfare. He was a member of the New York state 
legislature in 1869 and later was appointed trustee of the asylum for 
the blind at Batavia, New York, this latter preferment coming from 
his old-time friend, David B. Hill, who was a fellow legislator of Mr. 
Sanborn and who later became governor of the old Empire state. It 
is interesting to note here that Governor Hill was a staunch adherent 
of the principles of the Democratic party, while Mr. Sanborn was 
aligned as a stalwart supporter of the cause of the Republican party, 
having originally been a Whig. Mr. Sanborn was chairman of the 
board of trustees of the asylum for the blind, mentioned above, for 
several years prior l^o his death and he was at the head of the organi- 
zation known as the Sons of Temperance. For many years he vas a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church at Sanborn, New York, but 
later withdrew his support from this church to become a communicant 
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of the Protestant Episcopal church at Lockport, New York. He was 
affiliated with the time-honored Masonic order, holding membership in 
Lockport Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons; the Chapter, Royal Arch 
Masons; and the Commandery, Knights Templars, at Buffalo. 

James Lee Sanborn was reared to the invigorating discipline of the 
home farm, in the work and management of which he early became as- 
sociated with his father and brothers. He also assisted in the lumber- 
manufacturing, fiour-mill and warehouse business in which his father 
was interested. He received a good common-school education in his 
native county and this training was effectively supplemented by a course 
of study in the Genesee Seminary, at Lima, New York, where he was 
president of the Amphyictian Society for one term, in 1873, at which 
time he was seventeen years of age. He accompanied his father and 
brother John E. and his uncle, Israel G. Sanborn, to Ossineke. The 
uncle was a millwright of national reputation, who erected over twenty- 
rive mills in the south in the post-bellum days. After their arrival in 
Ossineke the Sanborns built a saw mill for cutting lumber in order to 
fa] fill a contract made with Buffalo parties. About that time the firm 
of Lee R. Sanborn & Son was organized, the son being William H., 
who is now a prominent lumberman in Alpena, Michigan. In 1885 
James Lee Sanborn engaged in the lumber business, continuing to be 
identified with this enterprise until 1894, when he be^an cutting lum- 
ber for Alger, Smith & Company, in which connection he passed two 
seasons at Ossineke and one season at Grand Marais. Thereafter lie 
became interested in farming and horticulture, in addition to which he 
gave considerable attention to real-estate and lumbering. He also 
operates a saw and shingle mill at Ossineke and has ever been an im- 
portant and influential factor in the industrial world of Alpena county. 
His contribution to good government has been of the most insistent 
order and he has been honored with many important offices of public 
trust, in all of which he has acquitted himself honorably and creditably. 
For a number of years he has been a school director, has been township 
clerk and treasurer and gave most efficient service as chairman of the 
board of supervisors of Alpena county. He was president of the Al- 
pena County Agricultural Society for four years and has served on 
several committees appointed by the board of county supervisors for 
the purpose of superintending internal improvements. One of these 
committees consisted of Mr. Sanborn, B. R. Young and the late William 
H. Phelps and under their suggestion the first ten miles of macadam 
road in Alpena county were built, this being prior to the adoption 
of the county-road system. In 1895 he was appointed one of a com- 
mittee of three, the other members of which were Hon. Frank W. Gil- 
christ and Hon. Albert Peck, to appear before the state board of equali- 
zation to represent Alpena county in the equalization of county-state 
taxes in the state of Michigan. Mr. Sanborn personally took charge 
of the work, sizing up agricultural, manufacturing and merchandise 
interests in the county and preparing a brief thereon, which, upon ren- 
dition before the state board of equalization, resulted in the reduction 
of the state valuation of Alpena county to the extent of two million dol- 
lars, saving to Alpena county, in five years, about fifty thousand dol- 
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lars in state taxes. In the fall of 1906 Mr. Sanborii was chosen to 
represent Alpena district in the lower house of the state legislature and 
he was elected as his own successor in this office in 10 OS, his present 
term expiring on the 31st of December, 1910. In the session of 1909- 
10 he introduced the first bill to be brought up after the adoption of 
the new constitution, this relating to the establishment of a state nor- 
mal school at Alpena. The bill was taken into consideration, a com- 
mittee appointed to visit Alpena to investigate and report to the leg- 
islature concerning the necessity and advisability of establishing such 
a school at that place, and upon the receipt of a favorable report the 
bill was submitted to the Ways and Means committee to be considered 
in the ensuing session of the legislature. ^^Mr. Sanborn has been an 
exceedingly able, valuable and active member of the legislature/' says 
L. L. Wright, superintendent of the department of public instruction. 
In connection with his other extensive interests, Mr. Sanborn is super- 
intendent and vice-president of the Alcona stock farms and he is a 
member and one of the managers of the Alcona Land Company, which 
controls about sixteen thousand acres of land in Alpena county. 

In politics Mr. Sanborn is a loyal Republican and in a fraternal 
way he is affiliated with Alpena Lodge, No. 199, Free and Accepted 
Masons, and Alpena Lodge, No. 505, Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks. Both he and his wife are devout members of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. Mr. Sanborn has lived a life of usefulness such as 
few men know. God-fearing, law-abiding, progressive, his life is as 
truly that of a Christian gentleman as any man's can well be. Un- 
waveringly he has done the right as he has interpreted it. Possessed 
of an inflexible will, he is quietly persistent, always in command of 
his powers, never showing anger under any circumstances. 

On the 8th of November, 1878, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. 
Sanborn to Miss Loretta Roberts, who was born in Genesee county, 
New York, and who is a daughter of Horace and Mary (Eastern) 
Roberts, the former of whom was a native of Orleans county, New 
York. Mr. Roberts was a prominent agriculturist in his home county 
of Orleans and he wielded a potent influence in connection with public 
affairs in his community. He was a Republican in his political con- 
victions and his religious faith was in harmony with the tenets of 
the Methodist Episcopal church. Mrs. Sanborn was one of a family 
of five children, four of whom are now^ living, namely, — George Roberts 
resides in the city of Indianapolis, Indiana, where he is professor of a 
college; Burt maintains his home on the old homestead farm in Or- 
leans county, New^ York; Annie and Loretta. Mr. and Mrs. Sanborn 
have three daughters, — Florence M. is the wife of Robert R. Scott, a 
lumber man in Duluth, Minnesota; Laura, who resides at home, and 
she is postmistress at the local postoffice, having charge of the distri- 
bution of the rural mail and of the money-order office; and Julia C, 
who also remains at home and is assistant postmistress and government 
clerk in the postoffice. 

William C. Shephard. — The great basic art of agriculture has an 
able and popular representative in the person of William C. Shephard, 
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who has been a resident of Alcona county, Michigan, since 1873 and 
who has maintained his home upon his present splendid farm since 
1881. 

Mr. Shephard was born in Scio township, Alleghany county, New 
York, in 1851. His parents, Henry D. and Patience Shephard, were 
likewise born in the state of New York. They are survived by five 
children, — George, John, Edward, Anna and William C, of whom the 
subject of this review is the only one who migrated to Michigan. 
William C. Shephard received his education in the schools of his native 
place and as a young boy he passed three years in Pennsylvania. In 
1873, when twenty-two years of age, he migrated to Alcona county, 
Michigan, where he first engaged in the lumber business, to which he 
continued to devote more or less time until 1900. In 1881 he purchased 
a tract of unimproved land from the government, paying for the same 
one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. This land, with the improve- 
ments made by Mr. Shephard, is now worth as much as fifty dollars 
per acre and it is constantly increasing in value. 

In his political convictions Mr. Shephard is a staunch advocate of 
the principles promulgated by the Republican party and during his 
citizenship in Alcona county he has been honored with the following 
offices. For eight years he served with proficiency as justice of the 
peace; for eleven years he was a member of the board of supervisors, 
of which body he was chairman for four years; and for fifteen years 
he was a member of the board of school directors. He has also served 
as superintendent of the poor for fifteen years and he was president 
of the village of Mikado for one term. Mr. Shephard has maintained 
his home in the village of Mikado since 1902 and a portion of his farm 
is included within the corporate limits of the town. Fraternally he 
is a valued and appreciative member of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows and of the Knights of the Maccabees. Mr. Shephard is 
a man of broad information and varied and interesting experience; in 
all the relations of life he retains an unblemished character and his 
impregnable integrity and honesty have gained to him the high regard 
of his fellow men. 

In 1873 Mr. Shephard was united in marriage to Miss Luella J. Per- 
kins, a daughter of Jeremiah and Sarah A. Perkins, of New York. 
Mrs. Shephard was born in West township, Alleghany county, New 
York, in the year 1854, and she was the youngest in order of birth in a 
family of three children, namely, — ^Jessie A., Oney and Luella J. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Shephard were born two children, Bernice and Tillie, 
both of whom are deceased. 

Sherman G. Yoorhees-, M. D. — During the years which mark the 
period of Dr. Sherman G. Voorhees' professional career he has met 
with gratifying success and though his residence in Prescott, Ogemaw 
county, Michigan, dates back only to 1899 he has won the good will and 
patronage of many of the leading citizens and families of this place. 
He is a great student and endeavors to keep abreast of the times on 
everything relating to discoveries in medical science, being a patron 
of the leading journals devoted to the discussion of the ''ills to which 
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flesh is heir" and the treatment thereof. Progressive in his ideas and 
believing in modern methods as a whole, he does not, however, dispense 
with the true and tried systems which have stood the test of years. 

Dr. Sherman G. Voorhees was born at Daggett, Tioga county, Penn- 
sylvania, in 1867, and he is a son of Dr. Charles and Julia (Sheppard) 
Voorhees. The father is also a physician and surgeon by profession 
and it is interesting to note here that three of his sons adopted the 
same vocation. Dr. and Mrs. Charles Voorhees became the parents of 
eight children, whose names are here recorded in respective order of 
birth, — ^Dr. Belle, Sheppard, Mattie, Charles, Dr. G. S., Dr. Sherman 
G., Jessie and Pearl. Dr. Voorhees, the immediate subject of this re- 
view, received his common-school education in the place of his birth 
and after deciding upon the medical profession as his life work he was 
matriculated in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, in the Univer- 
sity of Baltimore, at Baltimore, Maryland, in which excellent institu- 
tion he was graduated as a member of the class of 1898, duly receiving 
his degree of Doctor of Medicine. Immediately after graduation he 
entered upon the practice of his profession in the office of his brother. 
Dr. Sherman Voorhees, at Elmira, New York. In 1899, however he de- 
cided to seek his fortunes further west and accordingly came to Michi- 
gan, locating first at West Branch, where he remained but a short 
time. In August of the same year he came to Prescott, Ogemaw county, 
where he has continued to maintain his home during the long inter- 
vening years to the present time, in 1911, and where he has built up 
a large and lucrative practice, enjoying the full confidence and esteem 
of his numerous patrons. 

In connection with his profession Dr. Voorhees has a well equipped 
drug store, which supplies the community with the finest and purest 
drugs on the market. He is interested in farm lands, having several 
tracts of most arable land, one of eighty and two of forty acres. While 
he has never been desirous of political preferment of any description, 
he is ever on the qui vive to do all in his power to further all measures 
projected for the good of the community. He has been incumbent of 
the position of health officer since his arrival in Prescott and in con- 
nection with the duties of this responsible office he is doing much for 
a better and more sanitary city. The Doctor is affiliated with various 
professional and fraternal organizations of representative character. 

In 1903 was solemnized the marriage of Dr. Voorhees to Miss Maude 
Blackman, a daughter of Pitt Blackman, of Prescott. She is a woman 
of most pleasing personality and gracious refinement. To Dr. and Mrs. 
Voorhees were born two children, — Sherman G., Jr., and Thelma B., 
the latter of whom is deceased. 

In no profession to which man gives his attention does success de- 
pend more largely upon individual effort than the one ^v^hich now 
claims Dr. Voorhees as a follower and the success and eminent prestige 
which he has gained in his chosen calling attest his superior ability and 
close application. Fairness characterizes all his efforts and he conducts 
all his business with the strictest regard to a high standard of profes- 
sional ethics. 
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Francis J. LaChappelle. — On the fine farm in Harrisville town- 
ship, Alcona county, Michigan, on which he has maintained his home 
throughout his entire life thus far, occurred the birth of Francis J. 
LaChappelle, the date of his nativity being February 24, 1876. In the 
midst of highly cultivated fields stand substantial buildings and the air 
of thrift and neatness which pervade the LaChappelle estate indicate 
the careful supervision of its practical and enterprising owner. Mr. 
LaChappelle represents one of the pioneer families of this section of 
the state, the original progenitor of the name in Michigan having come 
hither in 1855. 

Francis J. LaChappelle is a son of Francis and Sarah (Wood) 
LaChappelle, the former of whom was born in the state of New York 
in 1842, and the latter of whom claims Oakland county, Michigan, as 
the place of her birth. On the paternal side Mr. LaChappelle is of 
French extraction and concerning the family history further data are 
given in the sketch dedicated to George W. LaChappelle, which ap- 
pears on other pages of this work. The father followed the occupation 
of fishing for some time after his arrival in Michigan and he eventually 
became the owner of an eighty acre farm, which he cleared and im- 
proved and on which he continued to maintain his home until his death, 
which occurred in July, 1898. He was a veteran of the Civil war, hav- 
ing enlisted as a private in Company E, Twenty -third Michigan Volun- 
teer Infantry, on the 11th of August, 1862. He saw active service in 
the following conflicts: Campbell's Station, siege of Knoxville, Rocky 
River Ridge, Resaca, Columbia, Franklin, Nashville and Wiliamston. 
He served with all of faithfulness and loyalty until the close of the war 
and was present at the surrender of Johnston. Although never seri- 
ously wounded he was hit several times by spent and glancing bullets. 
He received his honorable discharge and was mustered out of service 
on the 23d of July, 1865, He ever retained a deep interest in his old 
comrades in arms and manifested the same by membership in John 
Earl Post, Grand Army of the Republic, at AuSable, to which he was 
very devoted, never missing a campfire or military gathering when 9ble 
to attend. After his return to Michigan he engaged in farming jind 
for a number of years served his county in the capacity of deputy 
sheriff. Mrs. Sarah (Wood) LaChappelle survives her honored hus- 
band and she now resides with the subject of this sketch on the old 
homestead. She was a daughter of John and Hannah (Niles) Wood, 
the former of whom was born in England and the latter in the state of 
Vermont. The Woods family immigrated to America in the year 1842 
and John Wood proceeded directly to Michigan, settling in the vicinity 
of Royal Oak, Oakland county, where he entered a tract of three hun- 
dred and sixty acres of government land. He then sent for his parents 
and his brothers and sisters and with them divided his land. At the 
time of his death he possessed a fine farm of eighty acres. His chil- 
dren were: Mary, Sarah and John. Sarah, who is the mother of him 
to whom this article is dedicated, is the only surviving member of the 
family. Her marriage to Mr. LaChappelle was celebrated on the 7th 
of July, 1866, and they became the parents of seven children, whose 
names and respective dates of birth are here incorporated: Laura M., 
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November 18, 1867; May A., May 11, 1870; Margaret T., June 14, 1873; 
Francis J., of this sketch ; Charlotte C, September 19, 1883 ; Alice S., 
May 19, 1885 (deceased) ; and Earnest H., June 10, 1888. 

Francis J. LaChappelle was reared to maturity on his present fine 
farm, in the work and management of which he early became associated 
with his father. He was afforded the advantages of the district schools 
and after the demise of his father, in 1898, he assumed the entire re- 
sponsibility of running the old farm. He is a fine business man and a 
particularly capable agriculturist. Every department of his splendid 
Qstate is in fine shape and all is indicative of close attention and intel- 
ligent management. Mr. LaChappelle is a stalwart Republican in his 
political advocacy and while he has never had the time nor ambition for 
political preferment he is ever on the qui vive to do all in his power to 
advance the general welfare of the community and state at large. 

In the year 1904 was recorded the marriage of Mr. LaChappelle to 
Miss Catherine McDonald, who is a daughter of John McDonald, a 
representative farmer of Spruce township, Alcona county, Michigan. 
Mrs. LaChappelle was born in 1881 and her early educational training 
consisted of such privileges as were afforded in the district schools. 
Mr. and Mrs. LaChappelle had one child, — James F., who is deceased. 

James Bolen^ of Bast Tawas, Iosco county, noteworthy for his 
good citizenship and many fine traits of character, has been identified 
with the practical railway interests of Michigan for nearly four decades, 
for the past twenty-eight years having served as roadmaster on the 
Detroit and Mackinac Railroad, a period of continuous service be- 
speaking his efficiency and fidelity. He was born in Canada, in 1860, 
and there lived until twelve years of age. His parents, Michael and 
Ann (Shannon) Bolen, were born and bred in Ireland, from there im- 
migrating to Canada, where their five children were born, namely, 
Thomas, Patrick, Catherine, James and a child that died in infancy. 

Coming to Michigan in 1872, James Bolen soon began life as a wage- 
earner, his first labor being that of piling wood for the engines on the 
Detroit, Lansing and Northern Railroad. He afterwards worked on 
the same road a number of seasons, first as a section hand, later as an 
assistant in the construction of various of its branches, finally making 
himself so proficient and useful that he was promoted to the position of 
roadmaster. Severing his connection with that railroad in April 5, 
1883, Mr. Bolen located at East Tawas, and having accepted a position 
as roadmaster on the Detroit and Mackinac Railway has retained it 
until the present year, 1911, a period of consecutive railway service 
rarely exceeded in these days. 

Mr. Bolen married, in 1888, Matilda Swales, and to them nine chil- 
dren have been born, namely: Michael, Catherine, MiJo, John, Harry, 
Ellen, Ruth, Clark and Mervin. 

Moses De Gowin. — Since November, 1882, Moses De Gowin has been 
a resident of Cheboygan, and in that period of nearly thirty years has 
been one of the most active and alert of the forces at work for the im- 
provement of the city and the development ol its resources. He has 
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long been one of the leading merchants of the city and a public official 
of high standing, and brought to the community capacity of an unusual 
order acquired in a previous business experience covering many locali- 
ties and work in various occupations. 

Mr. De Gowin was born in Malone, Franklin county, New York, on 
July 11, 1853, and is a son of Henry and Irene (Fassett) De Gowin, 
the father being a native of Ontario, and dying in the state of New 
York on March 17, 1905, at the age of seventy-six years. The mother 
was a native of th€ state of New York, and died in it on May 10, 3901, 
aged sixty-eight years. Five children were born of their union, three 
of whom are living: Lucy, the wife of Marshal Burgess; Moses, the 
immediate subject of this review; and Frank L., who is a grocer in 
Cheboygan. Isaac E., another son, died on May 17, 1909, in St. 
Petersburg, Florida, and a son named Paul died in infancy. 

The father removed from Ontario to Malone, New York, when he 
was about seven years of age, having lost his father by death previous 
to this time. He was driven by force of circumstances to begin mak- 
ing his own living at a very early age, and accepted the first opening 
that presented itself by becoming apprenticed to a blacksmith. Some 
time afterward he gave his attention to farming, but before he got far 
with either occupation the Civil war began, and he enlisted in 1862 in 
Company H, One Hundred and Forty-second New York Volunteer In- 
fantry. He served in the Union army for the full term of his enlist- 
ment, and after the close of the war returned to his farm, on which he 
lived and labored until he retired from all active pursuits. He served 
as school trustee for many years, and to the end of his life was a zeal- 
ous and energetic member of his local post of the Grand Army of the 
Republic. In politics he was first a Whig and afterward a Republican, 
active in the service of his party and loyal to its interests. 

His son Moses was educated in the public schools of his native 
county and passed his boyhood and early youth on his father's farm. 
At the age of seventeen he located at Chippewa Falls, Massachusetts, 
where he passed about three years in the employ of Smith & Weston, 
gun manufacturers, and afterward an equal period as a watchman in 
a large cotton mill. From 1879 to 1882 he was engaged in farming, and 
in November of the year last named moved to Cheboygan, Michigan. 
Here he passed three years as a clerk and salesman in the grocery store 
of his brother Isaac. 

At the end of the period mentioned he concluded to start a grocery 
of his own, which he did, and with this he has been connected as pro- 
prietor and manager ever since. He has also been undersheriif for 
about seven years, by appointment of Sheriff Godfrey Clute, whom 
he has served with great fidelity and ability, his services being highly 
creditable to himself and very acceptable to the people of the county. 
In fraternal relations Mr. De Gowin is a member of Cheboygan 
Lodge, No. 383, of the Masonic Order, and of Temple Lodge, No, 331, 
of the Order of Odd Fellows. He has belonged to the latter twenty- 
seven years, and has been its treasurer during the greater part of the 
time. His political faith and support are earnestly given to the Demo- 
cratic party, and he is an earnest and effective worker for its success, 
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always standing loyally by its principles and candidates in every cam- 
paign. 

On July lOj 1879, Mr. De Gowin was united in marriage with Miss 
Emma E. Hildrith, who^ like himself, was born in Franklin county, 
New York, and grew to maturity among its people. She has been a 
great help to him in all his business undertakings, his public services 
and every phase of his social life, and like him, stands high in the esti- 
mation of the people of the city and county of their home. Cheboygan 
county has no better citizens and none more worthy of the regard and 
good will of its people, which they enjoy in a marked degree, and re- 
ward with excellent service to every interest of the section and com- 
mendable examples of good citizenship. 

John H. Clune. — Although his lines of life have lain along ordi- 
nary avenues of development and progress, and have led him into no 
extraordinary adventures or experiences, John H. Clune, of Cheboygan, 
has had a rather varied and instructive career, which has included 
many phases of life and action in several different localities and asso- 
ciation with several varieties of people with widely differing customs, 
pursuits and impulses to exertion. He has lived and labored in three 
of the great states of the American Union and has made a creditable 
record in each. He has also engaged in a variety of pursuits and has 
been successful in them all. 

Mr. Clune is a native of Ohio, and his life began in that great state 
on March 31, 1858. His parents, Patrick and Sarah (Bracken) Clune, 
were natives of the Emerald Isle, which has given to the activities of 
the world distinguished men in every department of human endeavor, 
the father born in county Clare and the mother in Dublin. Their son 
John H. was the first born of their eleven children, eight of whom are 
living, four sons and four daughters. Both the parents have died. 
The father came to this country in a sailing vessel and landed at the 
port of New York when he was a young man. He first located in 
Buffalo, where he carried on a profitable industry as a contractor and 
jobber in street work. Some few years later he moved to Toledo, Ohio, 
and there continued his operations in the same serviceable line of pro- 
ductive and beneficial labor. In 1876 he moved to Grand Traverse 
county, Michigan, and there he was profitably engaged in farming to 
the time of his death, which occurred when he was fifty-nine years of 
age. In politics he was a Democrat of loyal devotion to his party, and 
in religion a Catholic of great fidelity to the duties enjoined by his 
church and earnest in his zeal for its welfare. 

His son John was educated in the schools of Toledo, Ohio, and be- 
gan earning his own living by driving a team for his father. He then 
hired out as a hand on a farm for a time, and after coming to, Michigan 
in 1876 with his parents, when he was eighteen years old, worked in the 
lumber woods and again at farming for a few years. He next engaged 
in fishing on his own account, and in 1882 rented the old Front House 
in Traverse City, and during the next four years kept a hotel in it. 

In 1886 he moved to Cheboygan and bought the Spencer House, 
which he managed greatly to the satisfaction of its patrons and his own 
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advantage until 1896. In that year he was elected sheriff of the county, 
and at the end of his term in 1898 bought the Cheboygau Turning 
Works, which he operated for three years. In 1891 he started tlie es- 
tablishment in the furniture trade which he still owns and conducts, 
and which he has raised to a high rank among the business institu- 
tions of the city. 

During all the years of his residence in this city he nas been very 
active, energetic and progressive in connection with its public affairs. 
The first public office he held was that of alderman from the Third 
Ward, which he filled creditably for two terms. He was then city 
treasurer in 1907 and 1908, serving one full term. He has also been a 
member of the city school board for seven years and its president for 
five. His success in business and general prosperity led him to take 
an interest in financial matters at an early date, and for some years 
he has been second vice president of the Cheboygan County Savings 
Bank. His interest in the fraternal life of the community laas found 
expression in his active membership in the Order of Elks and the 
Knights of Columbus, and his political faith and allegiance have, from 
the dawn of his manhood, been given without reservation or change to 
the principles and candidates of the Democratic party. 

Mr. Clune was married on May 15, 1884, to Miss Ida Johnson, a 
native of Grand Traverse county in this state and the daughter of 
Thomas and Anna (McManus) Johnson, who were born and reared 
in Canada. Mrs. Clune was the third of their six children in the order 
of birth, and had four sisters and one brother, five of whom are living. 
Their father was a farmer in Grand Traverse county, and a man of 
local prominence and influence. He filled several township offices with 
acceptability to the people, and both he and his wife were highly es- 
teemed by the whole population of their township and other parts of 
the county in which they were known. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clune have seven children: Harry J., Gertrude, 
Alice, Thomas, Ida, Frank and Kyron. Gertrude is the wife of Harry 
Cox, and the others are still members of the parental family cii*cle and, 
like their parents, regarded as among the best and most useful citizens 
of their home city and county. Mr. Clune stands well as a merchant, 
has won high credit as a public official, and is one of the ornaments of 
the social life around him. His wife shares his rank in public esteem and, 
like him, is well worthy of the regard bestowed upon her. 

Dana H. Hinkley. — Conspicuous in the ranks of the business men 
of the younger generation of Emmet county, stands Dana H. Hinkley, 
of Brutus, Michigan. Possessed of fine commercial ability, supple- 
mented by the exercise of sound judgment and indomitable energy, 
Mr. Hinkley has not only won success for himself, but has aided mate- 
rially in the growth and prosperity of others. He is sole manager and 
proprietor of the Hinkley Broom-handle Factory, which turns out three 
million broom handles per annum and which gives employment to a 
large number of people at Brutus. He has been prominent in local 
politics during his residence in this city and has served in a number of 
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township offices of representative character, in addition to which he has 
also served as state representative from the Emmet county district. 

Dana H. Hinkley was born at Hartford, in Yan Bnren county, 
Michigan, on the 17th of May, 1878, and he is a son of Myron and 
Mary (Retallick) Hinkley, the former of whom was born at James- 
town, Chautauqua county. New York, and the latter in the county of 
Cornwall, Wales. The father was born in the year 1833 and the mother 
in 1840 and both have now reached venerable ages. Their marriage was 
solemnized in South Haven, Michigan, and of the nine children born 
to them, eight are living at the present time, namely, — Emma, Milton, 
Prances, Belle, Rose, Dana H., Frederick and Louis. Myron Hinkley 
came to Michigan about the year 1850 and he then turned his atten- 
tion to the manufacture of staves and fruit packages, in connection 
with which line of enterprise he had saw mills at Benton Harbor, Alan- 
son and Brutus, Michigan. In his political convictions he is a stalwart 
in the ranks of the Republican party although he is not a politician, 
strictly speaking. He is now living virtually retired at Benton Harbor, 
where he is the owner of a spacious and attractive home and where he 
is enjoying to the full the fruits of his former years of earnest toil and 
endeavor. 

After a preliminary educational training in the schools of his native 
place, Dana H, Hinkley entered the Benton Harbor high school, in 
which he was graduated as a member of the class of 1896. Subse- 
quently he was matriculated as a student in the University of Michigan, 
at Ann Arbor, but did not finish his course, having accepted a business 
opening. In 1901 he came to Brutus, where he became associated with 
his uncle. Homer Hinkley, in the manufacture of staves and broom 
handles. In 1904 upon, the retirement of the uncle, Mr. Hinkley of 
this notice assumed full charge of the business. In November, 1910, he 
was honored by his fellow citizens in that he was then elected a member 
of the state legislature, to represent the Emmet county district. In 
connection with the duties of the latter office he was assigned to mem- 
bership on a number of important committees and he figured promi- 
nently in the deliberations of the floor and committee room. In a fra- 
ternal way he is a valued and appreciative member of the time-honored 
Masonic order, in which he is affiliated with Durand Lodge, No. 344, 
Free and Accepted Masons; Emmet Chapter, No. 104, Royal Arch 
Masons; and Petoskey Council, No. 52, Royal and Select Masters. In 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks he is a member of Petos- 
key Lodge, No. 629. As already intimated, he is a Republican in his 
political proclivities. 

On the 27th of July, 1903, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. 
Hinkley to Miss Mary E. Averill, who was born at Paw Paw, Michigan, 
and who is a daughter of Jefferson and Jennie (Oilman) Averill, both 
natives of Vermont. Mr. Averill died in 1881, at the age of forty years, 
and Mrs. Averill, who still survives her honored husband, is living at 
Benton Harbor, Michigan. All three of the children born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Averill are living at the present time, their names being Fannie, 
Mary (Mrs. Hinkley) and Rex. Jefferson Averill was a school teacher 
in his early life and he came from his home in Vermont to Michigan 
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about the year 1860. Mr. and Mrs. Hinkley are the fond parents of one 
son, Arthur Myron, whose birth occurred on the 8th of August, 1907. 
In religious matters Mr. and Mrs. Hinkley are united with the Con- 
gregational church. 

David D. Oliver. — If those who claim that fortune has favored cer- 
tain individuals above others will but investigate the cause of success 
and failure it will be found that the former is largely due to the im- 
provement of opportunity, the latter to the neglect of it. Fortunate 
environments encompass nearly every man at some stage of his career, 
but the strong man and the successful man is he who realizes that the 
proper moment has come, that the present and not the future holds 
his opportunity. The man who makes use of the ^^Now'' and not the 
^*To Be*' is the one who passes on the highway of life others who 
started out ahead of him, and reaches the goal of prosperity in advance 
of them. It was this quality in David Dykens Oliver that made him a 
leader in the business world and won him an enviable name in connec- 
tion with surveying, lumbering and liteTary work in Alpena, Michigan, 
which place long represented his home. Mr. Oliver has been sum- 
moned to the life eternal. 

David Dykens Oliver was born in Greene county, New York, on 
the 8th of August, 1814. He was reared to maturity in his native place, 
in whose public schools he received his early educational training. As 
a young man he began to teach school, and later he came to Michigan 
and settled at Pontiac, where he subsequently became a land surveyor. 
In 1844 he opened a general merchandise store at Pontiac and five 
years later he purchased the first saw mill erected in Alpena county. 
In 1857 he was elected county surveyor of Alpena county, serving in 
the latter capacity continuously until 1869. For a time he taught 
school in Canada. Mr. Oliver was the first judge of probate in Alpena 
county and during his incumbency of that office he also served as county 
clerk and as county surveyor. It is interesting to note here that he 
performed the ceremony uniting the first couple ever married in Alpena 
county. 

In addition to his other interests Mr. Oliver was possessed of con- 
siderable literary talent, contributing extensively to various periodicals. 
Among other things he was the author of the article entitled '^ Water, 
Its Formation and Effect Geologically Considered." Throughout his 
entire lifetime he manifested a deep and sincere interest in all matters 
affecting the general welfare, and he was affiliated with a number of 
representative fraternal and social organizations. 

Mr. Oliver was a man of notable mental caliber, broad human 
sympathy and generous impulses, and at the time of his death was uni- 
formly mourned by a large circle of affectionate and admiring friends. 
He was in the most significant sense the architect of his own fortunes, 
having himself built the ladder by which he rose to prominence and 
affluence, and upon his life record there can be found no blemish. His 
heart was attuned to charitable impulses and an unconscious altruism 
made him a power for good in all the relations of life. 
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William C. Cramer, who is most successfully engaged in the gro- 
cery business at Harbor Spirngs, Michigan, has been a resident of this 
city since 1888, and here his citizenship has ever been characterized 
by loyalty and public spirit of the most insistent order. He was born 
at Coopersville, in Ottawa county, Michigan, on the 7th of March, 1866, 
and is a son of James and Sarah (Scott) Cramer, both of whom are liv- 
- ing at the time of this writing, 1911. The father was a native of the 
province of Ontario, Canada, and the mother claimed Ireland as the 
place of her birth. Mr. and Mrs. James Cramer were married at Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, and they became the parents of four children — three 
daughters and one son — of whom the subject of this review was the 
third in order of birth, James Cramer came to Michigan from his 
native place as a young man and he located in Ottawa county, where, in 
addition to carpenter and contracting work, he was also engaged in 
farming operations. He is still residing on his finely improved farm in 
Ottawa county. In polities he is an uncompromising advocate of the 
cause of the Republican party, and while he has never manifested 
aught of desire for political honors of any description he is ever on the 
alert and enthusiastically in sympathy with all projects advanced for 
the good of the general welfare. 

William C. Cramer passed his boyhood and youth on the old home 
farm in Ottawa county, to the public schools of which place he is in- 
debted for his preliminary educational training. After reaching his 
majority he clerked for a time in a general merchandise store, and in 
1888 he came to Harbor Springs, where he has since maintained his 
home. In this city he was variously engaged until December, 1902, 
when he launched out into the grocery business on his own account. 
He is now the owner of a modern, well equipped establishm.ent and he 
caters to the best trade in the city. In his political convictions he is a 
stalwart in the ranks of the Republican party ; he is not an office seeker 
but is deeply and sincerely interested in community affairs, doing all 
in his power to advance progress and improvements. In Masonic circles 
he is a valued and appreciative member of Harbor Springs Lodge, No. 
378, Free and Accepted Masons; and Emmet Chapter, No. 104, Royal 
Arch Masons. He and his wife are both affiliated with the Order of the 
Eastern Star, in which they are members of Harbor Springs Chapter, 
of which Mrs. Cramer is past worthy matron. Mr. Cramer is likewise 
connected with the local lodge of the Knights of Pythias. 

On the 19th of November, 1902, in Michigan, was recorded the mar- 
riage of Mr. Cramer to Miss Susanna Y. Leveck, whose birth occurred 
in the city of Buffalo, New York, and who is a daughter of Jacob and 
Anna (Mousel) Leveck, both natives of Luxemburg, Germany. Both 
parents of Mrs. Cramer came to America as mere children, in company 
with their respective parents, location having been made by both families 
at Buffalo, where the children were reared and where eventually was sol- 
emnized their marriage. When the dark cloud of Civil war cast its pall 
over the national horizon Mr. Jacob Leveck gave evidence of his intrinsic 
loyalty to the country of his adoption by enlisting for service, at Buffalo, 
as a member of the Forty-ninth New York Volunteer Infantry. Two of 
his brothers enlisted at the same time and one of them lost his life on 
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the battle-field. Mr. Leveek served out his full term in the army and 
received his honorable discharge. After the close of the war and when 
peace had again been established throughout the country Mr. Leveek 
came to Michigan, locating on a farm in the wilds of Emmet county. 
Subsequently the Leveek family resided for a period of ten years at 
Petoskey, Michigan, and thence removal was made to Flint, where Mr. 
and Mrs. Leveek are passing the closing years of their lives, in full en- 
joyment of former years of earnest toil and endeavor. Mr. Leveek is a 
Republican in his political proclivities and as a citizen he is held in 
high esteem by all with whom he has come in contact. Mr. and Mrs. 
Cramer have no children. They are popular in connection with the best 
social activities of their home community and their spacious and at- 
tractive home is a center of most gracious hospitality. 

J. A. Campbell. — The Dominion of Canada has contributed many 
citizens of honor and distinction to the United States and prominent 
among them at Whittemore, Iosco county, Michigan, is Professor J. A. 
. Campbell, who is county school commissioner and who is one of the 
most popular and efficient educators in this county. He has been county 
school commissioner for the past four terms and he is also giving a 
most efficient administration as mayor of Whittemore, besides which he 
is a member of the board of supervisors. 

Professor Campbell was born in Canada in 1868. In his native 
place he received his early educational discipline, which he later sup- 
plemented by a course of study in the public schools at Big Rapids, 
Michigan. He is a son of Alexander and Jean (Mcintosh) Campbell, 
the former of whom was born in Scotland and the latter of whom 
claimed the province of Quebec, Canada, as the place of her birth. 
The father immigrated to America when he was a youth. Mr. and 
Mrs. Campbell became the parents of eight children, three of whom are 
now living, namely, — Christopher, Johannah and J. A. 

Professor Campbell came to Michigan in the year 1884, at the age 
of sixteen years, and during the long intervening years to the present 
time he has been constantly studying and fitting himself for the peda- 
gogic profession. He was principal of the Tawas City high school for 
a period of three years, and came to Whittemore in order to accept a 
similar position, of which he continued incumbent for some ten years. 
Prior to his coming to Iosco county he was engaged in teaching in 
Huron county, Michigan. In connection with public affairs of a local 
nature he has long been a most faithful servant, and he was chosen 
county school commissioner and by successive re-elections he has re- 
mained in tenure of that office to the present time, in 1911. As mayor 
of Whittemore he has done much to advance the general welfare of the 
community and as a member of the village board of supervisors his 
work has been of a most liberal character. Mr. Campbell is a genial, 
upright, whole-souled gentleman, one who holds a high place in popular 
confidence and esteem. In the time honored Masonic order he is a 
valued and appreciative member of the lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons, and he is also affiliated with the Modern Woodmen of America. 

In the year 1896 was solemnized the marriage of Professor Camp- 
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bell to Miss Mary A. Moore, a daughter of James Moore. To this union 
have been born two children, Bruce and Nyda. 

John L. Ferris^ a successful merchant and prominently identified 
with public affairs in Petoskey, was born at Rapid Ridge, Erie county, 
New York, January 29, 1862. He was the youngest and only one now 
living of the children born to Warren and Maria (Van Yolkenburg) 
Ferris, both natives of New York state, and the mother still living. The 
father, who was a general merchant, died in 1863. 

Losing his father so early, John L. Ferris has had his own way to 
make through most of his career. In 1864 his widowed mother brought 
him to Wayland, Allegan county, Michigan, where he grew up and re- 
ceived his schooling. At the age of seventeen he became clerk in a gen- 
eral merchandise store, and in a few years had acquired the experience 
and ability for an independent business career. From 1885 to 1895 he 
was in the general merchandise business at Walloon Lake, in Charle- 
voix county. Removing to St. Lawrence county, New York, he con- 
ducted as general manager the merchandise business of the Newton 
Palls Paper Company, and remained there until 1902. In that year he 
located in Petoskey and has since engaged in a successful grocery 
business, the firm now being Saigeon & Ferris. 

As a Republican in general politics he has always taken an active 
part in the public affairs of his community. His first important office 
was as township supervisor in Walloon Lake township, Charlevoix 
county, serving two terms. Wliile a resident of New Falls he was a 
member of the board of assessors six terms. In Petoskey he is a mem- 
ber of the City Charter Revisory Commission, and on April 5, 1911, 
was elected supervisor from the Fourth ward. 

Mr. Ferris married, in 1887, Miss Edna A. Olds, who was born at 
Toledo, Ohio. They have two children: Albert L., a graduate of the 
Michigan College of Mines at Hancock, in the class of 1911, and War- 
ren O., attending school. 

William De Kruif, manager of the William De Kruif & Com- 
pany, hardware, implements, carriages and machinery, is a prominent 
business man of Levering, and belongs to one of the pioneer families 
of western Michigan. 

By nationality he represents the sturdy stock of the Netherlands, 
which has been so large a factor in the development of western Michi- 
gan. He was born in the town of Zeeland, in Ottawa county, Michi- 
gan, November 13, 1858, and is a son of Henry and Dina (Van De 
Luyster) De Kruif. The parents were both born in the Netherlands, 
the father July 25, 1817, and the mother November 28, 1824. The 
father died in 1896 and the mother, November 10, 1898. They were 
married at Zeeland, Michigan, March 5, 1843, and were the parents of 
ten children, of whom six sons and one daughter are living. Henry 
De Kruif was reared in the old country to the occupation of farmer 
and in 1847 crossed the Atlantic in a sailing vessel and from New 
York went to Buffalo, soon afterward arriving at Holland Bay, Mich- 
igan, and later he settled in the village of Zeeland, becoming the pioneer 
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merchant. Having bought land, he lived on his farm until 1862, when 
he returned to Holland, where for two years he was a butcher, then he 
entered the tannery business in which he remained until the spring of 
1866, when he sold out and spent most of his later years on his farm. 
During his early American life he adhered to the Whig party but after- 
wards became a Republican. He was a member of the Dutch Eeformed 
church. 

William De Kruif was educated at Zeeland and at a business col- 
lege in Grand Eapids and lived at home until he was twenty-three. 
He then became a clerk in the hardware store of William De Pree and 
Brother, and for six years he conducted a general merchandise business 
in the same place under the firm name of Moerdyk, De Kruif & Co. 
On the death of James Moerdyk, Mr. De Kruif took the management of 
the business and soon thereafter the firm name was changed to De Kruif, 
Boone & Co. After a period of service for his brother as bookkeeper 
and clerk, in 1901 they located at Levering and established the business 
of which Mr. De Kruif is now manager. They are also engaged in 
buying and selling timber and farm lands. 

Mr. De Kruif married Miss Mary C. F. Horin, September 14, 1888. 
She was born at Grand Eapids, and her parents, Nicholas Horin and 
Mary Van Leenwen were both born in the Netherlands and are now 
deceased. Mrs. De Kruif had one brother, Jacob, who died at the age 
of six months. Mr. and Mrs. De Kruif have one daughter, Edith Mary. 
The adopted son, Clifton Eay, who left for the west May 28, 1905, is 
now in Englewood, California, between Los Angeles and the coast. 
The daughter went west October 10, 1907, and while in Chemainus, Brit- 
ish Columbia, she entered Chemainus General Hospital and took a course 
of training as a nurse. On May 17, 1909, she married John A. Packard, 
of Victoria, British Columbia, and they have two sons, Gordon C. and 
Roger W. 

William E. Hazell. — As president of the Alpena Meat Company, 
in which he owns the controlling interest, Mr. Hazell is numbered 
among the representative business men of Alpena, where he formerly 
served with marked acceptability and efficiency as superintendent of the 
city water and lighting plants. In addition to conducting a thoroughly 
metropolitan meat market, Mr. Hazell has built up a prosperous enter- 
prise as a dealer in live stock, and as a progressive and reliable busi- 
ness man and loyal and public-spirited citizen he is held in high esteem 
in his home city. 

Though of staunch English lineage on both the paternal and ma- 
ternal sides, Mr. Hazell is a native of the south of Wales, as he was 
born in Glamorganshire, on the 8th of September, 1861, and is a son 
of William and Emma Hazell, both natives of England. The mother 
passed the closing years of her life in Alpena, Michigan, where she died 
at the venerable age of eighty-four years, and the father still resides 
in this city, where he has lived retired from active business since 1906. 
The marriage of the parents was solemnized in England, w^here both 
were reared and educated, and of their four children the subject of this 
review was the second in order of birth ; Emma E., eldest of the num- 
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ber, is the widow of Lars Johnson ; Annie is the wife of Edward Pick- 
ard, of Ironwood, Michigan ; and Jessie is the wife of John A. Temple- 
ton, of Harbor Beach, this state. The father was born in Somerset- 
shire, England, and as a young man he engaged in the meat-market 
business at Bristol, England, whence he later removed to the historic 
old city of Cardiff, Wales, where he continued in the same line of enter- 
prise until 1868, when he came to America. He remained in the state 
of New York until 1870, when he came to Michigan and located at 
Rogers City, Presque Isle county, where he identified himself with 
lumbering operations. Later he came to Alpena and engaged in the 
meat business, in which he continued many years, and, as already 
stated, he has here lived retired since 1906. He is a Democrat in his 
political proclivities. 

William E. Hazell is indebted to the excellent schools of the city of 
Cardiff, Wales, for his early educational training, and he was about 
seven years of age at the time when his father came to the United 
States. The mother and children remained in Wales some time later, 
and there he gained his initial experience in connection with the practi- 
cal duties and responsibilities of life. After leaving school he was em- 
ployed as clerk in an office in Cardiff for a time, after which he was for 
two years an employe of C. E. Waring, a prominent civil engineer of 
Wales. Thereafter he did effective service in connection with civil- 
engineering work for the Taffvale Railroad Company, and he continued 
to reside in his native land until he crossed the Atlantic to establish 
his home in the United States. In the spring of 1889 Mr. Hazell came 
to Alpena, where he soon afterward secured the position of book- 
keeper for the Alpena Water Company, later becoming also secretary 
for the Alpena Electric Light Company. When the city purchased the 
plants of these two corporations Mr. Hazell was appointed superintend- 
ent of the municipal water works, to the duties of which office he subse- 
quently added those of manager of the electric-lighting system. He 
finally resigned his office in connection with the municipal government 
and engaged in the live stock and meat business, in which lines of en- 
terprise he has since continued and in connection with which he has 
built up a large and flourishing business. He effected the organization 
of the Alpena Meat Company, and virtually all of the stock of this 
important concern is owned by him. The facilities and establishments 
of the company are of the best modern order, and Mr. Hazell is known 
as a progressive, reliable and public-spirited citizen, the while he 
has no reason to regret the advancement he has made in the land of his 
adoption. He accords a staunch allegiance to the cause of the Repub- 
lican party. 

In Wales, on the 24th of December, 1885, Mr. Hazell was united in 
marriage to Miss Louise Davies, who was born and reared in the city 
of Cardiff and whose parents were both born in England. She is a 
daughter of Horatio Davies, who died at Penarth, Wales, in 1906. 
The mother still resides in that place. Mr. Davies was a pilot for many 
years on vessels plying the English Channel. They became the parents 
of seventeen children. Mr. and Mrs. Hazell have two sons, — ^William 
E., Jr., and Cyril E. 
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George A. Glerum. — Few names are more familiar in financial and 
industrial circles throughout the length and breadth of Osceola county 
than that of George A. Glerum, cashier of the First State Savings 
Bank of Evart, Michigan, proprietor of the Evart Creamery Company, 
equal partner in the Marion Creamery at Marion, Michigan, and con- 
nected with various other enterprises. He wields genuine influence in 
the community, and he is broadly and accurately informed concerning 
the financial problems which now engross the public attention. He is 
much interested in political matters and has brought the most efficient 
and enlightened service to a number of public offices. 

Mr. Glerum is one of those who belong particularly to the Bay state 
by the primary tie of birth within its borders, his eyes having first 
opened to the light of day at Spray Lake, Ottawa county, February 6, 
1876. His father, John Glerum, was a native of Michigan, born near 
Holland, Ottawa county, a hardware man by trade, the scene of his 
activities having been for a considerable period at LeRoy, Osceola 
county, and his residence at that place having dated from the year 1880. 
The family hails originally from **the land of pluck," the subject being 
only two generations removed from Holland, and many of the fine 
traits characteristic of that brave and clever nation are evident in the 
Glerum family. The grandfather of him whose name initiates this re- 
view, Aaron Glerum, was born in Holland and followed the beacon light 
of promise from the shores of the New World, crossing the seas when a 
young man. He had already established a household in the old country, 
and when he embarked had with him his wife and three young chil- 
dren, but disease of a malignant type overtook them while upon the 
voyage and they died at sea. Some time after coming to America he 
married again. 

John Glerum, father of G. A. Glerum, married Rebecca Van Der- 
berg, who likewise is of Dutch origion. She was born in Holland and 
was brought to America when a babe only about one year old, and for 
the Van Derbergs as well as for Aaron Glerum, the voyage was to be- 
come a tragedy, for the mother died and was buried at sea, the father 
coming on alone to face the peculiar trials and bewilderments of a 
strange country. This worthy couple, Mr. and Mrs. John Glerum, 
survive at the present day. Mr. Glerum is one of a family of five sons 
and two daughters, six of whom are living today, the eldest daughter 
being deceased. The subject is the eldest son and the second child in 
order of birth. 

George A. Glerum passed his youthful years at LeRoy, and received 
his preliminary education in the public schools of that place. He 
passed through the higher department and then matriculated at Ferris 
Institute at Big Rapids. When his education was concluded he worked 
in his father's hardware store until he became twenty-four years of age. 
Even at an early age his ability and trustworthiness were recognized, 
and in 1900 he was elected county clerk and held this important office 
for four years, being re-elected in 1902. In 1904 he received the ap- 
pointment of secretary to Hon. A. B. Daragh, Republican congressman 
from the Eleventh District of Michigan, and thus saw a season of life 
in the interesting and beautiful national capital. He was with the 
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Hon. Mr. Daragh only for six months, resigning to take the position of 
cashier with the First State Savings Bank of Evart, the position which 
he holds at the present day. Few young men have risen as rapidly and 
steadily, or ** given a taste of their quality'' at as early an age. When 
but twenty-one he was made clerk of LeRoy and resigned to take that of 
county clerk. He is one of the stanchest of Republicans, his champion- 
ship being of an active order, and it is but appropriate that he should 
hold the office of chairman of the County Republican Committee. He 
is thoroughly public-spirited and gives close attention to present day 
problems, social, economic, etc. His allegiance to the "Grand Old 
Party'' dates from his earliest voting days. 

On November 14, 1900, Mr. Glerum assumed martial relations by 
his marriage to Miss Jessie M. Grant. Mrs. Glerum was born at Mar- 
tin, Michigan, and was reared and educated in LeRoy. No children 
have been bom to them. 

As previously mentioned the subject has numerous interests, and in 
addition to such as have been enumerated he is a stockholder in the 
LeRoy Bank. 

It cannot be otherwise than appropriate in this connection to give 
something of the history of the First State Savings Bank of Evart, 
Michigan. This conservative, progressive, and accommodating institution 
has a capital stock of $50,000 and a surplus of $10,000, four per cent 
interest being paid on savings deposits. Its resources at the close of 
business June 30, 1910, amounted to $407,738, and most eloquent was a 
comparative statement published at that time showing the growth of 
the bank from the date of its incorporation, February 27, 1893, at which 
time its resources were $37,346.85, to the present large figure already 
quoted. A number of well-known and substantial gentlemen are identi- 
fied with the bank, the following being the personnel of the directorate : 
V. R. Davy, Evart ; V. E. Lacy, Detroit ; J. W. Matthews, Pontiac ; J. S. 
Edwards, Flint; William Rogers, Evart; G. E. Brandeberry, Sears; 
0. L. Millard, Hersey; Fred B. Smith, Evart; George A. Glerum, 
Evart, and A. H. Rose, Evart. The officers are Y. R. Davy, president ; 
V. E. Lacy, vice-president ; George A. Glerum, cashier ; and Harry Day, 
assistant cashier. 

James W. Gauntlett M. D. — This is an age of specializing and in- 
tensive enterprise along both professional and industrial lines, and in 
the wide and exacting field of medicine and surgery there is signal 
consistency in this policy of devoting special attention to certain classes 
or orders of disease, since to each of these long and discriminating study 
may be given specifically before an authoritative position is attained. 
Dr. Gauntlett, who is engaged in successful practice in Traverse City, 
is the pioneer eye specialist of this city, and in the treatment of the 
diseases of ophthalmic order his success has been in consonance with his 
exceptional ability and careful preparation for his specified field of 
endeavor. He is one of the representative members of his profession 
in Grand Traverse county, where he is held in high personal esteem, 
and thus he is well entitled to recognition in this compilation, the 
while further interest attaches to a consideration of his career by reason 
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of the fact that the fine old Wolverine state figures as the place of his 
nativity. 

Dr. Gauntlett was born in York township, Washtenaw county, Michi- 
gan, on the 15th of November, 1878, and, like many another who has 
achieved distinctive success in professional life, his early experiences 
were those connected with the great basic industry of agriculture. He 
is a son of James and Charlotte (Clark) Gauntlett, the former of whom 
was born in the city of London, England, in 1837, and the latter of whom 
was born in Washtenaw county, Michigan, on the 10th of April, 1859. 
The father was reared and educated in the world's great metropolis 
and there learned the shoemaker's trade, and as a youth he accom- 
panied his parents on their immigration to America, where his mother 
died shortly afterward. He was the eldest in a family of ten children, 
and his father, who likewise was a shoemaker by trade, eventually be- 
came a prosperous merchant. He served for a number of years as 
justice of the peace and was otherwise influential in connection with 
public affairs of a local order. The father of Dr. Gauntlett continued 
to attend school at intervals after the family removal to America and 
he took up his residence in Washtenaw county, Michigan, many years 
ago. He eventually engaged in the boot and shoe business at Miland, 
that county. In politics James Gauntlett was a staunch Republican, 
and he was affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Of 
their five children, four are living, and of this number the youngest is 
Dr. Gauntlett, subject of this review; Jennie is the wife of Professor 
R. Koester, of Washington, D. C. ; Dr. John C, who was graduated in 
the medical department of the University of Michigan, is engaged in 
the practice of his profession in the city of Flint, this state; and Elon 
D. is a representative merchant of Milan, Washtenaw county, where he 
is also prominent as a breeder of fine horses. 

Dr. James W. Gauntlett gained his early educational discipline in 
the public schools of York and Blissfield, Michigan, and supplemented 
this by a partial course in the State Normal School at Ypsilanti. In 
preparation for his chosen profession he entered the Michigan College 
of Medicine, in the city of Detroit, and in this excellent institution he 
was graduated as a member of the class of 1901, duly receiving his 
degree of Doctor of Medicine. He also took a special course of study 
in the medical department of Barnes University, in St. Louis, Missouri, 
and a post-graduate course in one of the leading medical colleges of 
the city of Chicago. Dr. Gauntlett passed the required examination 
before the Michigan state board of registration for physicians and sur- 
geons and was licensed to practice. In 1903 he engaged in the general 
practice of his profession in Traverse City, but he gives special atten- 
tion to the treatment of the diseases of the eye, having given particular 
study to this line of professional service, in which he has had the best 
of instruction and clinical experience and in which his success^ has 
been most gratifying and unequivocal. The Doctor is a stalwart in 
the camp of the Republican party, and is affiliated with the Modern 
Woodmen of America, the Knights of the Modern Maccabees, the 
Protected Home Circle and the Mutual Benefit Association. 

On the 12th of April, 1896, was solemnized the marriage of Dr. 
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Gauntlet! to Miss Bessie M. Hill, who was born at Arlington, Vermont, 
and who is a daughter of Henry and Phoebe (Waite) Hill, both of 
whom were likewise born in the old Green Mountain state. The father 
is now a resident of Traverse City, where his wife died in 1893. Of 
their six children, Mrs. Gauntlett was the fifth in order of birth. 

John E. Walrond. — One of those thriving and well-managed con- 
cerns which add in material fashion to the general prosperity and com- 
mercial prestige of the city is that of Walrond & Friend, hardware 
merchants, of which firm Mr. John E. "Walrond is the senior member. 
Although for fourteen years an educator, and a successful one, and sub- 
sequently having spent a good many years in clerical capacities, in his 
later capacity of merchant he has given evidence of large executive 
ability and the business with which he is concerned has experienced a 
sound and wholesome growth. In the legitimate channels of trade he 
has won the success which always crowns well-directed labor, sound 
judgment and untiring perseverance, and at the same time he has as- 
sisted in the affairs of the community in an admirably public-spirited 
fashion. He is serving his fourth term as supervisor of the Fourth 
ward of Petoskey and for the past eight or nine years has acted as 
chairman of the special assessment board of the city. 

John E. Walrond is one of America's host of adopted sons, his 
birth having occurred in Sidney, Australia, May 26, 1849. His par- 
ents, George and Mary (Davis) Walrond, were natives of Devonshire, 
England, the demise of both, who lived to very advanced ages, the 
father being eighty-six and the mother eighty, occurring only re- 
cently. These worthy people became the parents of nine children, 
seven of whom are living and the subject being the fourth in order of 
birth. The father, soon after his marriage, removed to Sydney, Aus- 
tralia, where he became engaged in the boot and shoe business and in 
that foreign city he and his family remained for about ten years. He 
subsequently returned to his native Devonshire and some years later 
came to America to seek his share of this country's much vaunted op- 
portunity. He located in Exeter, Huron county, Ontario, and con- 
tinued in the boot and shoe business up to the time of his demise. He 
became an enthusiastic supporter of American institutions and he was 
held in respect in the communities in which his interests were centered. 

John E. Walrond was a small child at the time of the exodus from 
England and his preliminary education was received in the Canadian 
schools, pursuing his studies at the Berlin, Canada, high school, and 
at the Toronto Normal School, in the latter preparing for the pedago- 
gical profession, which it was first his ambition to adopt. He engaged 
as a teacher for fourteen years, being stationed at various places and 
latterly he was superintendent of the East Jordan, Charlevoix county, 
Michigan schools, holding this position with satisfaction to all con- 
cerned for four years. He then made a radical change and accepted a 
position as bookkeeper with the Rosenthal dry goods house of Petoskey, 
Michigan, with which he was associated for two years. He then be- 
came bookkeeper for the Easton Hardware Company of this city and 
continued as such for nine years, becoming thoroughly familiar with 
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the business in its various departments. He bought an interest in the 
business, which became known as the Bump & Walrond Company, Mr. 
Sidney S. Bump being his partner. This continued for five years, 
but in 1903 the subject engaged in the hardware business in Harbor 
Springs, under the firm name of Walrond & Friend, Mr. Frank L. 
Friend becoming associated with him. He has ever continued keenly 
interested in educational matters and for two years held the office of 
school examiner in Charlevoix county, and he is at present serving his 
fourth term as supervisor of the First ward of Petoskey, in which de- 
lightful district his cultured and hospitable home is situated. Mr. 
Walrond is one of the most prominent of Masons, standing high in the 
ancient and august fraternity. His affiliation is with Durand Lodge, 
No. 344, Free and Accepted Masons; with Emmet Chapter, No. 104, 
Royal Arch Masons,- and with Ivanhoe Commandery, No. 36, Knights 
Templars, of the latter having been treasurer for the past four years. 
He is also an interested member of the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows. His political views are in harmony with the policies and princi- 
ples of the Republican party and he is thoroughly interested in the 
success of good government. 

Mr. Walrond laid the foundations of a happy household and con- 
genial life companionship when on the 25th day of July, 1877, he was 
united in marriage to Miss Mary Bowman, daughter of Moses and 
Susanna (Clemens) Bowman, both natives of the Keystone state. Mrs. 
Walrond was born in Waterloo county, Ontario, Canada, and is fourth 
in order of birth in a family of eight children. The father was an 
agriculturist and a good citizen, and both he and his honored wife are 
now deceased. Four children have been born to the subject and his 
wife, namely Edith, wife of George Jesperson,, Lome B., Elma S. and 
Vera E. 

Frank M. Whitney. — No man holds a position of more genuine and 
far reaching influence than the educator, and Reed City is indeed fortu- 
nate in having as the superintendent of her schools that essentially 
progressive and enlightened gentleman, Frank M. Whitney. He was 
born in North Craftsbury, Orleans county, Vermont, the date of the 
event being March 24, 1869. His father, Isaac P. Whitney likewise 
was a native of the Green Mountain state, his occupation being that of 
a tinsmith and farmer. The family is of English descent. The subject's 
mother was Sarah A. Salsbury, a native of Indiana. The union of this 
worthy couple was blessed by the birth of five children. Professor Whit- 
ney being the only son and the eldest in order of birth. 

The first thirteen years of his life were spent in his native place, but 
when the little household suffered a rude shock by the death of the 
father, the mother brought her children back to the scenes of her own 
youth, where many friends remained. They located at Orland, Indiana, 
and Professor Whitney, who had already received a common school edu- 
cation, entered the high school at Orland and subsequently matriculated 
in the college at Olivet, Eaton county, Michigan. It was thus that a 
fondness for the Wolverine state was engendered in him, which was to 
suffer no diminution in the days to come. Before entering college, how- 
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ever, he had taught school and had ever experienced much success in 
his direction of the young idea. His school teaching career, both before 
and following his graduation, has been of twenty years duration, eight 
years of this in the schools of Indiana and twelve in those of Michigan. 
Professor Whitney held the position of superintendent of the Laurium 
schools in Michigan from 1900 until 1905 and in 1906 he came to Reed 
City and assumed his present important office to the satisfaction of all 
concerned. 

Professor Whitney assumed marital relations in 1903, the lady to 
become his wife being Miss Frances Campbell, a native of Michigan. 
Previous to her marriage for some years, Mrs. Whitney was a teacher. 
This union has been blessed by the birth of a son, Myron. 

One of Professor Whitney's chief interests is Masonry in whose 
councils he stands high, holding the Royal Arch degree, and being one 
of the Council of Royal and Select Masters. He is also a member of 
the National Educational Association. He is a son of one of the gallant 
soldiers of the Civil war, Isaac P. Whitney having enlisted in the First 
Vermont Cavalry near the beginning of the great conflict. His service 
was of three years' duration. His untimely demise was at the age 
of forty-one years and after that sad event, as has been previously men- 
tioned, his wife came to Orland, Indiana. The sisters of Professor 
Whitney are: Mrs. L. B. Eason, who resides at Sturgis, Michigan; 
Mrs. C. C. Cook, a graduate nurse, who makes her home at Tacoma, 
Washington ; and Sarah, teacher of music. 

Professor Whitney is a valuable adjunct to the many sided life 
of the place, and in addition to personal culture has the executive abil- 
ity, tact and good judgment, necessary to the successful encumbeney 
of a position such as that held by him. 

Henry Schultz. — The responsible position of manager of the Pres- 
cott Elevator Company is held by Henry Schultz, a native of Canada, 
born of German parents and possessed of all the sterling and thorough 
qualities of his race. That the business which he superintends covers 
a broad field is rightly inferred when it is known that the products of 
its manipulation include grain, peas, beans, potatoes, hay, seed, v/ood, 
coal and cement. Although established as late as 1907, the' Prescott 
Elevator Company has already obtained a solid standing among the 
business and commercial houses of northern Michigan. 

Mr. Schultz, of this sketch, is a son of Frederick and Mary 
(Frohm) Schultz, both of whom were born in Germany and immigrated 
to Canada in 1839. The father was a mason by trade and, like others 
who are trained in the Fatherland, was complete master of his handi- 
craft. Seven children were born to these worthy parents: Charles, 
Sophia, Frederick, John, Christopher, Henry and William; of these 
Charles, Sophia and Henry are residents of northern Michigan. 

Henry Schultz 1ms been well trained for the responsibilities which 
he has so satisfactorily discharged for the past four years. After re- 
ceiving a common-school education in his native place he followed farm- 
ing for several years of his youth, and in 1881 engaged in the hard- 
ware business at Elkton, Michigan. He remained thus employed until 
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1887, when he assumed a position as commercial traveler for an imple- 
ment house. In 1900 Mr. Schultz first identified himself with the ele- 
vator business at Pidgeon, this state, becoming associated with the 
Wallace & Orr Milling Company. The record which he made with that 
firm brought him into favorable notice with the elevator men, so that 
in 1909 he was offered the management of the Prescott Elevator Com- 
pany, which he has since conducted with characteristic energy and 
sound judgment. 

While a resident of Pidgeon, Mr. Schultz came into considerable 
public prominence, serving both as alderman and councilman, but since 
coming to Honor has strictly confined himself to the promotion of the 
elevator interests which have been placed in his hands. It is needless 
to add that the company has had no cause to regret for one moment its 
choice of a manager. 

In 1884 Mr. Schultz was united in marriage with Miss Louisa, 
daughter of John and Lulu Winer, of Canada, where Mrs. Schultz was 
born in 1864. Five children have been born of this union, of whom 
Bertha and Pearl are living. 

David Piehl is proprietor of the Gaylord Eoller Flouring Mills 
situated on the Michigan Central tracks at Gaylord. This is the fii^t 
manufactory of the kind to be established at that place and, being also 
the only one, controls the trade for twenty or twenty-five miles around. 
The business embraces both wholesale and retail dealings in flour and 
feed, and the superior quality of these products is justly credited to the 
thorough knowledge of milling and the wants of the people possessed 
by the proprietor, David Piehl. In 1901 the mills were purchased by 
his father, and at that time were thoroughly renovated and provided 
with the most up-to-date machinery, calculated to turn out one hundred 
and twenty-five barrels of flour every twenty- four hours; the output, 
however, has fallen somewhat short of the capacity of the plant. David 
Piehl purchased the mills in 1905 and has since operated them, to his 
own credit and the great advantage of the locality, his custom trade 
having reached large proportions. 

Mr. Piehl was born in Canada July 19, 1872, and is a son of Freder- 
ick and Amelia (Stumpf) Piehl, both natives of Germany, who emigrated 
to the Dominion in 1857. In March, 1880, the family located in Sagi- 
naw, Michigan, but the same year moved to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and 
in 1883 settled at Wolverine, Michigan. Petoskey became their home in 
1889, and 1899 finds them at Gaylord, where the father purchased the 
mills in the following year, as stated. After conducting it with the as- 
sistance of his son David for about four years, he returned to Petoskey 
with the younger members of his family and resumed his old-time occu- 
pation of farming. Eleven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Freder- 
ick Piehl — David, Mary H., Emiline (deceased). Bertha, Henry (de- 
ceased), Vina, George, Susan, Edna, Ethel and Mabel. 

David Piehl was necessarily educated in the public schools of the 
various localities in which the family resided, but he was thoroughly 
trained in the common branches and, further, obtained an invaluable 
experience as a practical miller and a good business man. This fully 
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prepared him to perform with promptness and success the duties which 
have fallen to him as owner and operator of the Gaylord mills. 

In 1898 Mr. Piehl was united in marriage with Miss Rosedna Hall, 
by whom he has become the father of five children — ^John D., Riatha M., 
Roy R., Myrtle A. and Leon F. The father is highly respected socially 
and is known in fraternal circles through his identification with the 
orders of Maccabees and Eagles. Mrs. Piehl, a worthy and popular lady, 
is a native of Osceola county, Michigan, born in May, 1881. 

Frank L. Fowler. — It has been given to Frank Lincoln Fowler to 
achieve prestige as one of the essentially representative members of the 
bar of his native state, and he still retains an office in Manistee, though 
his professional and business interests are now centered, in the city 
of Chicago and he maintains his home in the beautiful suburb of Wil- 
mette, situated on the shore of Lake Michigan, a few miles north of the 
great western metropolis. He has been a prominent figure in political 
affairs in Northern Michigan, has held various positions of official trust, 
and has been the candidate of his party for representative in congress. 
A man of fine professional talents and engaging personality, he is well 
known throughout northern Michigan, and he is a scion of one of the 
honored pioneer families of this section of the Wolverine commonwealth. 
He has varied business interests in Manistee and Northern Michigan, but 
he is essentially a lawyer who has devoted his life to the mastery of the 
elementary principles of law and many of his best efforts have been put 
forth in seeking to have applied to cases in which he has acted as attor- 
ney, a broader and more just application of those great principles, and 
he has achieved many notable legal victories. 

He is a man of powerful physique and tireless energy, and early in 
life attracted attention as an orator of more than ordinary ability. In 
his legal battles he is a strenuous worker and is probably better known 
to the general public because of his forensic ability and as a trial lawyer. 

Since his removal to Chicago in 1906 he has continued his law offices 
at Manistee, and because of a constantly increasing clientage, and to 
better care for a larger volume of legal business, the firm of Fowler, Mc- 
Donnell & Rosenberg was organized in 1911, of which he is the senior 
member. In Northwestern Michigan Mr. Fowler has been associated as 
principal counsel in much of the most important litigation for many 
years and, since his removal to Chicago, has gained recognition as one of 
the alert and resourceful members of the Chicago Bar. His offices in that 
city are located in the First National Bank Building. 

Frank Lincoln Fowler was born in Manistee, Michigan, on the 27th 
day of April, 1870, and is a son of Hon. Smith W. and Frances Holden 
Fowler, the former of whom was born in Chenango county, New York, on 
the 5th of April, 1829, and the latter was born near New Albany, In- 
diana, on the 19th day of January, 1837. The father was doubly or- 
phaned when a mere boy, and through his own ability and energy made 
his way to a position of prominence as lawyer, soldier, editor and public- 
ist and to success in connection with the practical activities of life. 
Working on neighborhood farms during the summer seasons and attend- 
ing the district schools in winter until he was twelve years old, the or- 
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phan boy left for Michigan, starting from Cooperstown, New York, near 
which place he had been working, and eventually making his way to 
Buffalo on foot and thence to Detroit on a sailing vessel, landing there 
penniless and alone in September, 1843. Through self discipline and 
close application he most effectually overcame this early handicap, as is 
evident from the fact that he attained to marked distinction in the legal 
profession which he honored and dignified by his life and labors. His 
first real schooling was at Massillon, Ohio, where he worked his way by 
laying brick, finally attending the Garrettsville Academy, became a 
school teacher, attended Albion College, at Albion, Michigan, and later 
graduated from the State and National Law School at Poughkeepsie, New 
York, with the degree of Bachelor of Laws, and was later admitted to 
the bar at Albany, New York, and soon after married Miss Jane Marsh 
of Romeo, Michigan. 

His first experience as a lawyer was gained in the office of John Van 
Arman, the celebrated criminal lawyer, then of Marshall, Michigan (who 
later removed to Chicago). In 1851 he settled in Charlotte, Michigan, 
for the practice of his profession, and in 1854 he was present at the or- 
ganization of the Republican party ^* Under the Oaks at Jackson," was 
a member of the Committee on Nomination of State Officers, took an ac- 
tive part in that campaign, and was elected Circuit Court Commissioner 
of Eaton county. In 1856 he was a delegate to the first National Repub- 
lican Convention that nominated John C. Fremont for the Presidency, 
and was elected Prosecuting Attorney, to which office he was re-elected 
by increased majorities in 1858 and 1860. He attended the Republican 
National Convention that nominated Lincoln, and devoted his entire time 
during the ensuing campaign to the success of the Republican ticket, 
speaking in all the principal cities of Southern Michigan, and was one 
of the patriots of this state who went forth to do valiant service in de- 
fense of the Union, when its integrity was placed in jeopardy through 
armed rebellion. 

On April 15, 1861, when the news came that Fort Sumter had been 
fired upon he closed his office, raised a company of 110 men and had the 
same fully officered and ready to march on April 24th. This was the first 
new company raised in the State of Michigan after the breaking out of 
the rebellion. The company was not then mustered in because the uni- 
formed companies, constituting the state troops, were, of course, given 
the preference, but his company was afterwards mustered into the 
United States service as the Sixth Michigan Infantry, on August 20, 
1861. Mr. Fowler was made captain of this company. At that time 
there were undoubtedly few more athletic man in the service, as he stood 
six feet high, and although weighing 230 pounds, did double-quick 
marching for five miles without halting. He took part in all the engage- 
ments in which the regiment participated, until May, 1862, including 
the battles of Sewell's Point, Virginia, Fort Jackson, Vicksburg, Grand 
Gulf, and Amite River. The regiment did service under General Lock- 
wood on the East Shore of Virginia, and while in that service he was de- 
tailed for special duty and commanded every special expedition of that 
character either of cavalry, artillery or infantry, detailed for special 
service by General Lockwood during the time he was in that division. 
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He captured Captain Fletcher, Lieutenant Corbin and Colonel Finney 
of the Rebel army and was also in command of the expedition that cap- 
tured the horses and accoutrements of Governor Wise of Accomac. He 
afterwards joined his command and with the regiment was transferred 
on transports to the command of General Butler at New Orleans, and it 
was while upon that expedition that he took part in the first battle of 
Vieksburg and there became disabled and was sent home, so emaciated 
by disease that his nearest neighbors did not know him, his resignation 
having been accepted and having received an honorable discharge from 
service. 

After his return, however, and during his illness, he had been nomi- 
nated and was elected in the fall of 1862 to the state senate, by a very 
large majority. 

There he was chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, and the 
author of what was known as the Soldiers Voting Bill, by virtue of w^hich 
the Michigan soldiers voted at the next succeeding election and until the 
close of the war. The measure was bitterly contested by the Democrats 
and many Republicans, and was only carried in his party caucus by a 
majority of two, and while it passed the house, was defeated at the reg- 
ular session in the senate, and only became a law because again intro- 
duced in a subsequent extra session, where it passed both houses of the 
legislature. He was also the first advocate in the Michigan legislature 
of the employment of negro troops, and his speeches upon that and other 
subjects in the Senate were published at large and a special edition of 
the same used by the State Central Committee of the Republican party 
as a campaign document. 

Early in 1863 he was appointed draft Commissioner of the Third 
District of Michigan, with headquarters at Jackson, Michigan, and in 
that capacity served until the close of the war, receiving his final dis- 
charge on May 5, 1865. 

Shortly after the close of the war, his wife having died, he removed to 
Manistee, Michigan, where he resided until his death, on October 3rd, 
1894. 

He was again married on September 15, 1868, to Mrs. Fannie Holden 
Lockwood, daughter of J. R. Holden of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and 
only sister of Hon. E. G. D. Holden, Ex-Secretary of State. 

He took a prominent part in the affairs of Northern Michigan, as 
lawyer, editor, and publicist. He was principal counsel for the defend- 
ant in the first trial of the celebrated Vanderpool murder case, and for 
many years was one of the leading lawyers of that part of the State. He 
also owned and edited the Manistee Times & Standard^ a weekly news- 
paper of wide circulation, and through its columns the editor became a 
most potent factor in moulding public opinion in that locality. In 1876, 
becoming dissatisfied with the high protective tariff policy and the posi- 
tion of his party on the currency question, he became a Green -backer, 
and until the time of his death was one of the leaders of that party in 
Miehic^an. 

His title of colonel, by which he was more widely known in later 
years, came from his appointment as a member of Governor Begole's 
staff in 1882. 
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In his declining years, the ailments contracted in the army gradually 
undermined his vigorous constitution and because of declining health he 
retired from active law practice and his editorial work in 1885. 

For over twenty years he had taken an active part as a campaign 
speaker in each political campaign. His last active campaign was that 
of 1888, when he was the candidate of the Democratic and Greenback 
parties for State Land Commissioner. 

Frank Lincoln Fowler was reared to maturity in Manistee, and to its 
public schools is indebted for his early educational discipline. In prepara- 
tion for the work of his chosen profession he was matriculated in the 
Law Department of the University of Michigan, from which he graduated 
with the degree of Bachelor of Laws as a member of the class of 1892. 
Prior to his graduation he studied law in his father 's office in Manistee, 
and for a short time after his graduation was associated with the work 
of the law office of John M. Harlan, a representative Chicago lawyer, and 
a son of the late Justice Harlan, Associate Justice of the United States 
Supreme Court, and in this connection gained a valuable experience in 
his professional work. 

In 1893, Mr. Fowler returned to Manistee, where he formed a part- 
nership with Thomas Smurthwaite, under the firm name of Smurthwaite 
& Fowler, and this alliance continued until 1900, when Mr. Fowler was 
nominated for Congress by the Democrats of the Ninth Congressional 
District, and retired from the firm for the purpose of devoting his entire 
time to a campaign which led him into almost every township of the en- 
tire eleven counties then constituting that congressional district from 
Leelanau on the North to and including Muskegon on the South. This 
campaign lasted ten weeks and because of the strenuous efforts of the 
candidate in the long speaking campaign, attracted much attention. 

At the close of the campaign, Mr. Fowler opened an individual office 
in his native city, where he had gained distinctive precedence as a ver- 
satile and able trial lawyer and well fortified counselor, his clientage 
having long been one of essentially representative character. He con- 
tinued to devote his attention to professional work and his varied ex- 
traneous interests in Michigan until 1906, when he opened an office in 
the City of Chicago, though he has continuously maintained his office in 
the Fowler building in Manistee, which latter city he visits at regular 
intervals. He has contributed materially to the industrial and civic 
progress of Manistee, where he is the owner of valuable realty, and is 
president of the Fowler Building Company, which owns the building in 
which his firm have their Manistee offices. 

Politically, Mr. Fowler is essentially a Progressive, who has fought 
machine rule and methods since he became a voter. A staunch supporter 
of the cause of the Democratic party, of whose basic principles and 
policies he is an unwavering advocate, he has been influential in the 
counsels of his party, and as a platform speaker for that party's cause 
for over fifteen years. 

He first came into prominence politically in 1894, as a candidate of the 
so-called Independent Democrats of Manistee county, for Prosecuting 
Attorney, that organization having nominated a ticket as a protest 
against the alleged machine methods of the former leaders of the party 
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in that locality. The few speeches made by Mr. Fowler in that campaign, 
and his phenomenal '*run'' as an Independent, made him the acknowl- 
edged leader of the Progressive element of his party in Manistee county, 
as he was to become within a few years, one of the recognized leaders of 
his party in the State. 

In 1896 he was nominated for Prosecuting Attorney on the regular 
Democratic ticket and was elected by a flattering vote, being the only 
Democrat elected in the county at that time and one of only three elected 
in the entire Ninth Congressional District. 

As a prosecutor, he tried many important criminal cases, and enjoyed 
more than usual success. He gained the further antagonism of certain 
office-holders, (some of his own party) because of his candor in advising 
the Board of Supervisors relating to alleged illegal fees which had for- 
mally been collected, a controversy in which he was called upon to defend 
several mandamus cases, in all of which he was successful. 

As a candidate for re-election in 1898, because of his independent 
tendencies and exposures of graft, a most bitter newspaper campaign was 
waged against him, by three daily newspapers, and though defeated by 
less than 100 votes, he ran over 500 ahead of his ticket. 

This and the office of Circuit Court Commissioner, to which he was 
elected in 1892, are the only elective offices ever held by him. 

In 1900 he was the nominee of his party for Representative in Con- 
gress from the Ninth District, and was again far ahead of his ticket, 
though defeated, by Honorable Roswell P. Bishop, then the Congressman 
from that district. Mr. Fowler challenged his opponent to joint debate 
(which challenge was declined), and during the speaking campaign of 
ten weeks which followed, his meetings were so largely attended, and his 
efforts so uniformly approved, that his reputation as an orator became 
state-wide. He was frequently chosen as a member of the Committee on 
Resolutions from his District at Democratic State Conventions and was 
a member of the sub-committee that first reported and secured the formal 
adoption of the principle of the initiative and referendum by his party 
in the state. 

In 1904 he was the anti-Parker candidate for Temporary Chairman 
of the Democratic State Convention held at Detroit to elect delegates to 
the National Convention, and after a bitter fight against the organiza- 
tion forces in his own county, a contesting delegation, and a close fight 
on the floor of the Convention, he was defeated by a strict party vote, he 
and his supporters having refused to consider any compromise which 
would sacrifice the principles for which they contended, and the Michigan 
delegation was thus controlled by the Parker supporters. 

In 1906 Mr. Fowler was appointed City Attorney of Manistee, later 
resigning the office because of his removal to Chicago, but he has since 
that time conducted much important litigation as Special Counsel for the 
City of Manistee, the Board of Water Commissioners, etc. 

Since his removal to Chicago he has taken no active part in politics, 
except as a campaign speaker for his party, but has given, his entire at- 
tention to his law business. He is attorney for many important corpora- 
tions, both in Illinois and Michigan. He is a member of the Michigan 
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State Bar Association, the Chicago Bar Association, the Press Club of 
Chicago, and is a Knight of Pythias. 

On January 2, 1894, Mr. Fowler was united in marriage to Miss Stella 
Randolph, daughter of the late David H. Randolph of Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, and she departed this life December 11, 1901. She was sur- 
vived by three children, Gladys, Richard Randolph, and Horace Holden 
Fowler. 

On November 14, 1906, in the City of Chicago, w^as solemnized the 
marriage of Mr. Fowler and Miss Flora Hansen of that city, daughter of 
P. J. Hansen. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fowler, have maintained their residence in the suburban 
village of Wilmette since 1909, where they have since built their home, 
Dreamhyrst, at Seventh and Linden Avenue. 

They are both ardent advocates of the outdoor life and prefer to call 
their summer home at Portage Point, on beautiful Portage Lake (near 
Manistee) ^*Air Top Camp," because of its location on an airy hill top 
overlooking both Portage Lake and Lake Michigan. 

In addition to the family named, they have a four year old son, Frank 
Lincoln, Jr. 

E. J. LoBDELL. — In the final analysis a man's achievements in life are 
almost always the best proof of his capacity, force of character and crea- 
tive or administrative power. The work of his hand is oftenest the work 
of his mind, if he have any originality, particular talent or acquired 
faculty. And when he possesses all in a strong combination the work is 
sure to be of a high order and must challenge admiration either by its 
excellence, its magnitude, or both together. 

A very striking case in point is to be found in the career and 
achievements of E. J. Lobdell, the head of the most extensive, improving 
and comprehensive industrial institution in Onaway, and equal if not 
superior to anything of the kind in the country. A description of his 
company and its work, of which he is the real genius and controlling 
force, will furnish the true key to his character and make-up, and deline- 
ate him more graphically and correctly than many pages of mere biog- 
raphical details, or voluminous words of description or comment ever 
could. 

Mr. Lobdell is a native of Manchester, Washtenaw county, Michigan, 
and was born on January 20, 1859. He is a son of Louis and Abbie 
(James) Lobdell, natives of Western Connecticut, both of whom have 
been dead for a number of years. The father was a school teacher and 
became a resident of this state when he was yet a young man. He fol- 
lowed his chosen vocation here with success and appreciation for many 
years, living an acceptable life and enjoying in a marked degree the es- 
teem and regard of all who knew him, many of whom h%d the benefit of 
his services. 

The son was educated in his native city and began his industrial 
career there in 1879, when he was but twenty years of age as a manu- 
facturer of carriage stock. He continued this enterprise in Manchester 
some years, then moved to Ashtabula, Ohio, where he conducted a similar 
business for six or seven years. At the end of that period he organized 
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the Lobdell & Bailey Manufacturing Company at Marietta, Ohio, which 
he conducted in extensive operations in that city until 1900. 

In the year last mentioned the company moved its business to Alpena, 
Michigan, and in August, 1901, finding it necessary to be nearer the tim- 
ber supplies, it changed its base of operations to Onaway, purchasing as 
a means of carrying on its business here the whole plant of the Huron 
Handle and Manufacturing Company, which had been erected a short 
time previous to the sale, and was new in every detail. The Lobdell & 
Bailey Company also purchased the timber on some 30,000 acres of land, 
the finest growth in Michigan, which, although costly at the time, has 
proved to have been an excellent and judicious investment. 

The company at once began to extend the plant and enlarge its 
facilities. This now consists of a saw mill with a daily capacity of 25,000 
feet, a handle mill which makes 30,000 broom handles every ten hours, 
a shingle mill good for 75,000 a day, and an immense dimension plant in 
which bicycle rims, dimension stock and flooring are manufactured in 
very large quantities, so large, in fact, as to forcibly strike the imagina- 
tion and almost stagger belief in those who have no personal knowledge 
on the subject. Some idea of the magnitude of this plant and its opera- 
tions may be gathered from the fact that it manufactures 65 per cent of 
the finished bicycle rims used in the world, and furnishes the rough stock 
for the major part of the other 35 per cent. The plant is 400 feet long 
by 100 feet wide and two stories high, with an engine and boiler house, 
machine shop and fan room attached sixty by one hundred feet in size. 
The company has a complete electric light plant and water works system 
of its own construction and for its own use. The former has a capacity 
of 1,500 lights, the most of which are used in the mills, yards, offices, 
barns and other buildings, and to light the grounds around them. The 
water system has two tanks with a capacity of 2,500 barrels of water, 
and hose and every other feature of equipment so complete that the com- 
pany feels safe in carrying its own insurance. 

The whole plant of the company covers forty-four acres of ground in 
all, with two miles of railroad tracks in the yards for handling stock. 
The company also owns the Onaway & North Michigan railway, with 
some ten miles of tracks, reaching to every part of its timber. A ware- 
house 75 by 200 feet in dimensions is used for storing the finished pro- 
ducts of the mills, and a large van or store room contains a stock of gro- 
ceries, provisions and camp supplies of all kinds, sufficient to stock sev- 
eral ordinary stores. These goods are used to supply the company's 
camps and are also sold to its employes at a slight advance on their cost. 

In 1904 the name of the establishment was changed to the Lobdell & 
Chandler Manufacturing company, with Mr. Lobdell continued as presi- 
dent and general manager, and a capital stock of $150,000. D. A. Strat- 
ton is assistant secretary and treasurer, and the active aid of Mr. Lob- 
dell in the management of the company's affairs. The company employs 
250 men in its various mills and has 500 more at work in its lumber 
camps, of which there are six of large size and many of smaller dimen- 
sions. The timber owned by it will run its plants at full capacity for a 
quarter of a century, enormous as is the drain on the supply. The pay- 
roll amounts to about $30,000 a month, the greater part of which is ex- 
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pended and put in circulataion in Onaway, so tliat this company, with 
its immense business and vast outlay of money in the community is the 
chief guarantee of the city's permanency and continued expansion and 
growth in size, industrial and commercial power and municipal influence. 
As a means to these ends the company is urging its employes to build or 
buy homes of their own, and in many instances is furnishing the money 
for that purpose, giving the men easy terms of payment. It is doing all 
it can to make Onaway a better, larger, more highly improved and more 
important city, never withholding its aid from any worthy undertaking 
for the advancement of the town or the substantial and enduring welfare 
of its people, but always taking the lead in all good works for the pro- 
motion of the general weal of the whole community and the county 
around it. 

This colossal industrial institution, in its completeness and in all its 
details, is practically the creation of E. J. Lobdell. By his work let him 
be known. Men do not * * gather grapes of thorns or figs of thistles. ' ' His 
mind conceived the project, his energy, determination and business ca- 
pacity spoke it into being, and his fine administrative ability keeps it go- 
ing on the highest plane of excellence and success. 

Mr. Lobdell was married in 1889 to Miss Grace Ann Dunbar, a native 
of New York City. They have two children, a daughter Faith, and a 
son Edward. All the members of the family stand high in the regard 
of the whole people as above reproach in their private lives and useful 
to their city and county in the services rendered and the lofty examples 
furnished by their upright and elevated citizenship, and the light and 
warmth which they contribute to the social life around them. 
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